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Left: Vietnam veterans, Tom Fobert and
Ted Beavers received their copy of “A Time
to Honor” from the Easton Veterans’
Service Office.
This book has been generously provided,
free of charge, from the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts Department of Veterans’
Services. Please call us today to reserve
your copy, you’ve earned it.
On behalf of the Town of Easton, we thank
our Vietnam veterans and their families for
their selfless service and sacrifice to our
country. WELCOME HOME!
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For Church

Parishioner, St. Mary’s, Mansfield,
Former Treasurer, School Advisory Council.

For Country

23 years military service, Major RET., US Army Reserve.

For Trusted Financial Advice

David is local and accessible, just call 508-851-3644.
The financial advisors of MCB Financial Services at Mansfield Bank at 80 North Main St., Mansfield 02048 and 3 Taunton St.,
Plainville 02762 offer securities and advisory services through Commonwealth Financial Network®, member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered
Investment Advisor. Investments are not insured by the FDIC and are not deposits or other obligations of, or guaranteed by, any
depository institution. Funds are subject to investment risks, including possible loss of principle investment. Mansfield Bank is not a
registered broker-dealer or Registered Investment Adviser. Mansfield Bank and Commonwealth are separate and unaffiliated entities.
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HEALTH AND WELLNESS

VETERANS HEALTH NEWS
CORONAVIRUS AND THE VA
VA is ready for Coronavirus and working to
protect you. If you plan to visit a VA
Healthcare facility, here is what to expect.
By now, you’ve heard about the
coronavirus disease, known as COVID-19,
that’s causing illness around the world.
Fortunately, VA is ready. We have plans in
place to protect everyone who gets care,
visits or works at one of our facilities.
For Veterans, families and visitors, that
means your VA visit will be different for a
while.
Call before visiting
If you’re a Veteran seeking medical care,
call your VA health facility if you have
symptoms of the virus. Or sign in to My
HealtheVet and send a secure message.
You may be able to get diagnosed and
receive care through VA
telehealth without having to come in at all.

the entrance by a staff member. They will
greet you and ask screening questions.
Depending on your answers, a VA health
care professional will assist you on the
next steps of your visit. Some facilities,
especially community living centers, may
have visitor restrictions in place. Call
before visiting so you’re aware of changes.
Leave time for screening
If you’re a Veteran coming in for an
appointment, plan to leave home earlier
than usual to allow time for the screening.
We’re doing all we can to make sure
everyone in every VA facility — patients,
families, visitors, staff and anyone else —
stays as safe as possible during this
situation.
For the latest VA updates on coronavirus
and common-sense tips on preventing the
spread of disease, visit https://
www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/.

If you visit a VA health care facility, you
will be asked screening questions
VA health care facilities are adding
protocols to ensure the safety of its
patients and visitors. If you visit a VA
hospital, clinic, community living center or
other health care facility, you’ll be met at

VA PREPARING FOR APRIL LAUNCH OF
HEALTH INFORMATION EXCHANGE
The VHIE aims to improve patient safety
and allows for interoperability for veterans
receiving care at community providers.
It also gives providers access to laboratory
results, medications, health history,
medications, immunizations, allergies,
illnesses, and occupational health
information for veterans. Overall, it will
improve quality care for veterans.
All veterans will be automatically enrolled
in to VHIE,- some may have privacy
concerns. However, all patient data will be
safe and secure within the HIE.
Veterans will also have the option to “opt
out” of this service, but VA warns this may
be detrimental to your health in an
emergency situation where vital records
are necessary to treat the veteran patient.
For more information, please contact your
provider.

THE EASTON FOOD PANTRY
Since 1978, The Easton Food Pantry has been dedicated to providing food to our
neighbors in times of need. The Easton Food Pantry is located at 136 Elm Street,
North Easton. Distribution hours are on Mondays 12pm-5pm. If you are in need
or interested in volunteering, please call 508-230-0670.
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ON YOUR RADAR

YOUR BENEFITS: ARE YOU USING THEM?
ANNUITY FOR MA VETERANS AND FAMILIES
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts provided an annuity to 100%
service connected disabled veterans, or to the parents, and or unremarried spouses (Gold Star) of men and women who gave their lives in
the service of their country during wartime. To apply, contact your VSO
or visit mass.gov/veterans
BONUSES
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts provides a one-time Welcome
Home bonus to eligible vet-erans who served during wartime from World
War II through OPERATIONS Iraqi and Enduring Freedom. Call
617.210.5927 for the Persian Gulf War Bonus. For all other bonuses,
contact the Office of the State Treasurer 617.367.3900, ext. 543, or for
OEF/OIF ext. 539
MOTOR VEHICLE BENEFITS
The Registry of Motor Vehicles now offers the option of having a
“Veteran” designation added to licenses upon renewal.
The RMV also pro-vides a variety of veterans’ license plates and a
registration exemption for certain veteran. Call 617.351.9222 or see
massrmv.com. Certain disabled veterans and former POWs are eligible
for motor vehicle sales and excise tax exemptions. Contact the Dept. of
Revenue at 617.887.6367.
THE EASTON VETERANS DISCRETIONARY FUND is used to sustain daily
living for Easton veterans. If you would like to donate or are in need of
assistance, please contact the VSO.
DISABILITY COMPENSATION
Federal disability compensation is one of the most common benefits
provided by the U.S. Dept. of Veterans Affairs (VA). For additional
information visit the Compensation and Pension Benefits section of the
VA website at: www.vba.va.gov/ bln/21/.
Soldiers’ Homes
The Soldiers’ Homes in Chelsea 617.884.5660 and Holyoke 413.532.9475
provides a variety of services to veterans, such as acute hospital,
domiciliary, and long-term care; physical and occupational therapy and
more.
VET CENTERS
Vet Centers provide readjustment counseling, outreach, and referral
services to veterans and their families in a relaxed, community based
setting. Vet Centers also provide counseling for military sexual trauma
and bereavement to parents, siblings, and spouses. Locations include
Boston, Brockton, Hyannis, Lowell, New Bedford, Springfield, and
Worcester. For move information visit: www.vetcenter.va.gov
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SUICIDE PREVENTION LIFELINE
The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline provides service for veterans in
crisis. Call 1.800.273.8255 and press 1 to be connected immediately to VA
suicide prevention and mental health professionals. Visit
www.suicideprevetionlifeline.org.
MASSACHUSETTS SAVE PROGRAM
Statewide Advocacy for Veterans’ Empowerment (SAVE) program that
assists veterans in need of referral services and seeks to prevent suicide
and advocate on behalf of Massachusetts’ veterans. Toll-free
1.888.844.2838, save@state.ma.us
HOME BASE PROGRAM
Home Base Program is a partnership between the Red Sox Foundation
and Mass General Hospital that offers OEF/ OIF veterans & their families
diagnostic assessments, treatment & referral services To learn more
about the program call 617.724.5202 or
homebaseprogram@partnership.org
BURIAL AND MEMORIAL BENEFITS
Most veterans are entitled to state and federal burial benefits and other
memorial services. To locate the burial site of a veteran use the VA
National Gravesite Locator at http:// gravelocator.cem.va.gov/j2ee/
servlet/ NGL_v1.
VA OPERATED CEMETERIES
Massachusetts National Cemetery
Bourne, MA 508.563.7113
Woodland Cemetery Soldiers’ Lot
Harvard St., Ayer, MA 01432
GRAVE MARKERS AND HEADSTONES
The VA will provide markers or headstones for eligible veterans buried in
private cemeteries at no cost to the veteran or his or her family.
CHAPTER 115 BENEFITS
Chapter 115 provides a needs based means tested program of financial
and medical assistance for indigent veterans and their dependents.
Qualifying veterans and their dependents receive necessary financial
assistance for food, shelter, clothing, housing supplies and medical care.
These benefits are available for dependents of deceased veterans as well.
Education Benefits
A variety of programs available ranging from MA Veterans Tuition Waiver
to GI Bill (Forever GI Bill), Veterans Vocational Rehabilitation, and Ch. 35
(Dependents of 100% disabled Veterans).

LOCAL HAPPENINGS

STANDING NOTICES
CH. 115 BENEFITS FOR VETERANS AND
SURVIVING SPOUSES

HOUSING, FUEL ASSISTANCE, AND
SNAP (FOOD STAMPS)

You may be eligible for Ch. 115 benefits if
you are a veteran or surviving spouse of a
veteran with a single income below
$2,081/month and assets below $5k or if
you are a married veteran with income
below $2,818 and assets below $9,800.
Ask your VSO for more details if you may
be close to these amounts. This benefit
may help with monthly medical and dental
costs as well as a monetary benefit to help
cover costs necessary to daily living.

Please call COA Outreach Coordinator,
Kathleen Gouveia at 508-230-0690 for
more information or to apply!

THE EASTON VETERANS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
accepts donations and provides assistance
and gift cards to Easton veterans in need
for items and services needed to sustain
daily living. If you, or someone you know,
are in need please contact: Cory Ahonen,
VSO, to find out more about this fund.
508-230-0690.

MAY
25

MEMORIES...MEMORIES...MEMORIES
Easton Veterans’ Services is offering an
opportunity for veterans to preserve a
cherished memory in print. Stan Siegel,
U.S. Army veteran of The Korean War Era,
will transform your words and pictures
into your own personal or family memoir.
Stan is a former Executive Director of The
East Norwalk Association Library and now
lives in Easton. To begin your journey
backward stop by the Easton Veterans’
Services office to get your guide to help
you start your story in words and pictures.
This service is free to anyone who may be
interested. Please call 508-230-0690 for
more information.

MILITARY HONORS AT FUNERAL
The Department of Defense “Honoring
Those Who Served” program provides
dignified military funeral honors to
veterans. To arrange military funeral
honors, contact your local funeral
home.
DEATH PENSION
The VA provides pensions to lowincome surviving spouses and
unmarried children of deceased
veterans with wartime service.
REPLACEMENT MEDALS, AWARDS,
AND DECORATIONS
Veterans and their families may obtain
replacements for lost medals or other
decorations awarded to the veteran.
Requests can be submitted online at
www.archives.gov/ veterans/militaryservice-records/.
EDUCATION BENEFITS AND
SCHOLARSHIPS
Many State and Federal programs are
available for veterans and their families.
Information is available at colleges,

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE
Church Street Cemetery, South Easton
Time TBD
Please join us for the 2020 Easton
Memorial Day Parade on Monday May
25th. Time is TBD at a later date. Please be
on the lookout for updated fliers around
town. Come out and help us honor those
who have made the ultimate sacrifice in
service to our country,
Call 508-230-0690 x 3 for more
information.
The Easton Reveille | April 2020
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

BLUEWATER NAVY VIETNAM
VETERANS ACT
Did you serve in the offshore waters of the
Republic of Vietnam between Jan. 9, 1962,
and May 7, 1975? If so, then you’re
considered a Blue Water Navy (BWN)
Veteran.
On Jan. 1, 2020, the Blue Water Navy Act
of 2019 went into effect. This Act was
signed into law on June 25th 2019, and
extends the presumption of herbicide
exposure, such as Agent Orange, to BWN
Veterans who served as far as 12 nautical
miles from the shore of Vietnam and have
since developed one of fourteen
conditions related to exposure.
Some of these conditions include Type 2
diabetes, Parkinson’s disease, many forms
of cancer and others. You may now be
eligible for disability compensation among
other benefits.

Please obtain the following documents
and call our office to schedule an
appointment to file your claim.
Items to have:
 DD 214 (Discharge documentation)
 Proof of Vietnam service
 Death certificate (if deceased)
 A current diagnosis
 Medical evidence linking one of the
presumptive conditions to your
military service. This can be as simple
as a doctors opinion or medical
records from previous treatment.

YOUR LOCAL VETERANS SERVICE
ORGANIZATIONS
ROLL CALL
VFW Post 2547
Meets on the 3rd Wednesday of
every month at 7:30pm
American Legion Post 7
Meets on the 4th Tuesday of every
month.
Dinner at 6pm, meeting 7-8pm
Where:
148 Allen Road, N. Easton

*Please note that The Easton Reveille is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute an endorsement by any federal, state, or local government
agency. Easton Veterans’ Services has compiled this information from a variety of sources*
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Walk-In Tubs

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500
✔ Backed by American Standard’s 140
years of experience
✔ Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting
✔ Patented Quick Drain® Technology
✔ Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed by
American Standard
✔ 44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating
massage

FREE!

Savings Include an American
Standard Right Height Toilet
FREE! ($500 Value)

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

855-480-1029

Kathy Buck to place an ad today!
kbuck@lpiseniors.com or (800) 477-4574 x6346

Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/save

This Space
is Available
Call LPi for advertising info
(800) 477-4574
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15 Barrows Street
North Easton, MA 02356
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We’re on the Web! Visit us at:
http://easton.ma.us/departments/veterans_service/index.php

FRONT AND CENTER
Stanley Siegel, born and raised in
Brooklyn, NY, attended the University of
Alaska while serving in the Army Reserve
in intelligence. Called to active service
during the Korean War, Stan, a Military
Police Officer, stationed at Fort Rucker,
AL, was sent to provide security during
nuclear detonations as a part of Operation
Castle in Enewetok Atol, South Pacific.
After serving in the Army, Stan returned
home to work in marketing and
advertising in Norwalk, CT. Siegel is also a
former Executive Director of The East
Norwalk Association Library and now lives
in Easton. Recently volunteering to be a
guest editor of last quarter’s Easton
Reveille, Stan also volunteers with the

Easton Veterans’ Service Office to help
fellow veterans preserve their memories
and stories into a full color memoir with
pictures, free of charge through his
‘Memories’ program. Stan is a great asset
to the Easton veteran community.
Mr. Siegel, we thank you for your selfless
service to our country and your continued
service since then.

If you know someone who you would like
included in our ‘Front and Center’ section,
please let the VSO know!

EASTON VETERANS DISCRETIONARY FUND
The Veterans Discretionary Fund is reserved for the purchase or reimbursement
of expenses required to sustain daily living for any veteran who is a resident of
Easton, MA. If you would like to donate please contact us at 508-230-0690 x3.

Please send thoughts,
suggestions, and ideas to:
Cahonen@easton.ma.us
or call 508-230-0690 x3

