Phone: 937-526-3437 or 937-526-5326
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OFFICE HOURS: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday—9:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.
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Mrs. Maria Hoehne.………………………………………..Secretary (stremy@roadrunner.com)
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Mr. Mark Travis ……………………………………Youth Director (markedtravis@gmail.com)
Mrs. Gina Hoying……………………………Youth Director Assistant (mghoying@gmail.com)
Mr. Rick Simon………………………………….Maintenance Manager (rpjsimon@gmail.com)

MASSES
Saturday: 5:00 P.M. • Sunday: 7:30 A.M., 9:00 A.M., & 11:00 A.M.
Weekdays, Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri., Sat.: 8:15 A.M., Wed.: 6:15 P.M.
First Fridays: 7:00 A.M. September—May and Latin Mass at 7:00 P.M. each month
Holy Days: vigil 5:30 P.M., 7:00 A.M., 11:45 A.M., & 7:00 P.M., unless otherwise noted
New Parishioners: Please register at the rectory office as soon as possible.

MARCH 22

Marriage: Diocesan guidelines require that you contact a priest at least 6 months in advance
of the proposed ceremony. Pre-marriage instructions and NFP classes are required.
Baptism: Please make arrangements by calling the rectory office. A Pre-Baptismal Class is
required and is offered four times per year. Sponsors must be practicing Catholics.
Confessions: Wednesdays: 5:45 P.M.-6:10 P.M.
Thursdays: 3:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M. , 7:00 P.M.-8:30 P.M.
Saturdays: 9:00 A.M.-10:00 A.M., 3:30 P.M.-4:45 P.M.
Sundays: 10:30 A.M.- 10:50 A.M. ~ Check for any change in the schedule on page 1.
Anointing of the Sick: Call 526-3437 any time, day or night, in case of emergency.
Blessing for Expectant Mothers: First Sunday of the month after the 11:00 A.M. Mass.
Natural Family Planning Info: Kent and Heather Borchers, (937)451-8363,
www.learn-nfp.org.
Eucharistic Exposition & Adoration: Thursdays: 9:00 A.M.-8:30 P.M.,
with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament at 8:30 P.M.
Help for Unplanned Pregnancies: Connie McEldowney at Rustic Hope in Russia,
526-4336; Elizabeth New Life Center in Sidney, 498-4425, www.elizabethnewlife.org.
BULLETIN INFORMATION DEADLINE: Tuesday, 12:00 P.M.

Pastoral Council:
Deanna Ball 570-5426
Ann Delaet 638-1765
Jana Francis 467-8485
Nick Fullenkamp 369-1681
Kevin Goubeaux 526-4963
Jay Grieshop 526-4842
Jess Pohlman 526-3951
Melissa Shappie 538-8026
Pat Sherman 638-9564
Sara Stueve 473-5879
Chris Traxler 570-3558
Jeffie Voisard 621-4216
To reserve St. Remy Hall call:
Lynn Drees
638-4259
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MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS
FOR MARCH 22-29

READINGS FOR THIS WEEK
This Sunday:

1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a
Eph 5:8-14
Jn 9:1-41

Fourth Sunday
of Lent

Monday:

Is 65:17-21
Jn 4:43-54

St. Turibius
of Mogrovejo

Tuesday:

Ez 47:1-9, 12
Jn 5:1-16

St. Oscar Romero

Wednesday:

The Annunciation
of the Lord

1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m.

Is 7:10-14; 8:10
Heb 10:4-10
Lk 1:26-38

Thursday:

Lenten Weekday

2:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m.
5:45 p.m.—6:15 p.m.

Ex 32:7-14
Jn 5:31-47

Friday:

Lenten Weekday

3:00 p.m.—4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m.

Wis 2:1a, 12-22
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

Saturday:

Lenten Weekday

Saturday, March 28

9:00 a.m.—10:00 a.m.
3:30 p.m.—4:45 p.m.

Jer 11:18-20
Jn 7:40-53

Next Sunday:

Sunday, March 29

10:30 a.m.—10:50 a.m.

Ez 37:12-14
Rom 8:8-11
Jn 11:1-45

Fifth Sunday
of Lent

*Please note that if you scheduled Mass intentions that will be unfulfilled during the period of time when celebrating Mass is not permitted, you will be contacted by the parish
staff to reschedule for a later date.

CONFESSION SCHEDULE
Tuesday, March 24
Wednesday, March 25
Thursday, March 26

Yes, There Really is a St. Corona
The following information was found at Aletia.org.
Right in the middle of the Coronavirus pandemic is the city of Anzu, Italy. There is a basilica in
Anzu where the relics of St. Corona and St. Victor have been preserved since the 9th century.
Ironically, St. Corona is considered as one of the patron saints of pandemics.
Little is known about St. Corona, but she and the man she prayed for, St. Victor, are listed in the
Roman martyrology and the Hagiography of the Church. There is ambiguity surrounding the
dates and locations of St. Victor’s and St. Corona’s martyrdom. Most sources say it was in Syria,
which was under Roman rule. Most agree they were put to death in the year 170 A.D. Most historians agree they died during the reign of Marcus Aurelius and that they were put to death by order of a Roman judge named Sebastian.
Legend tells the tale of a Roman soldier named Victor. The Romans discovered that Victor was a Christian. The soldiers brought Victor
before a judge named Sebastian, who despised Christians. He decided to make an example out of Victor. He was bound to a pillar and
summarily whipped until his skin was hanging from his body, and then Sebastian had his eyes gouged out. Through it all, Victor never
denied Christ. Nearby was a 16-year-old girl named Corona. She was the wife of one of the soldiers, and she was also a Christian. As
Victor was being brutalized, Corona decided she needed to help the slowly dying man. She chose to announce her Christianity to all
present and hurried over to where they were torturing Victor. She knelt and began to pray for him, letting him know she was there for
him. It did not take very long for the soldiers to bring her, too, before Sebastian.
Sebastian was livid that this young woman had so disrespected his authority. He immediately had her put in the prison and tortured.
Then, he ordered her tied to the tops of two palm trees, which had been pulled down to the ground. At his signal, the ropes holding the
bent trees were cut. The trees sprang back away from each other to an upright position. The force was so great that Corona’s body was
ripped apart. Then Sebastian ordered Victor beheaded.
The word “Corona” is Latin for “crown,” surely referring to her martyrdom, as she received the “martyr’s crown.” We can say that Divine Providence truly has given her to us at this time, and that she, and all the saints, are praying for our world in this dire situation.

St. Corona and St. Victor, pray for us!
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Yes, we are still publishing St. Remy’s bulletin!

Last week we printed a usual run of bulletins; this week we
will print maybe 100 or so for those who pay a visit to church, but this will also be posted online. As everyone knows by now, all public
Masses are cancelled, by order of Archbishop Schnurr, through and including Easter Sunday. Pretty much all gatherings and other activities are likewise cancelled. BUT: St. Remy Church remains open from 5:00 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. every day. Confessions are happening
at all the usual times, plus some added times that were planned for Lent, which will still happen. Baptisms are still scheduled, but only
one family at a time; please call the parish office at 526-3437 to schedule. Our parish office remains open. If you plan to stop in,
please call first, as the staff is working flexible hours. Meanwhile, I am offering Holy Mass every day from my house, where I have a
little chapel of sorts. I say “of sorts” because, while I have a real altar, the room was never consecrated as a chapel. The Archbishop gave
me permission to have Mass there from time to time. By the time you read this, I hope to begin broadcasting these Masses each day on
Facebook.

How am I doing?

I’m just fine. Of course I’m sad about all this, the same as you are. But my health is fine, and I’m way bet-

ter off than so many others.

St. Remy still needs your financial support!

Last week I shared the good news that, through Jan.uary31, our
financial condition was sound. But, of course, the cancellation of Masses, through Easter, blows a huge hole in that. Every year the parish
counts on an especially generous collection at Easter, not to mention your weekly offerings. Most of our parish expenses continue: our
office remains open, responding to parishioners’ needs. Our staff is scrambling to provide resources to our families in other ways. The
church remains open, although we did adjust the thermostat programming some. Thank you for your continued generosity.

Are these precautions a lack of faith?

I’ve seen many comments on social media along the lines of, “If we had
more faith, we wouldn’t need these precautions,” or “You can’t get sick from receiving the Holy Eucharist.” We can and certainly
should pray for God’s intervention to protect us, and there is no question that God can miraculously protect people from infection. Even
so, each of us still has to maintain our own good health through all ordinary means, and in extraordinary situations, by greater means.
Many times when I visit a hospital, I am asked to wear a gown and gloves. I do not refuse, saying, “No need for that, I have faith!” I do
have faith, but I won’t commit the sin of presumption, such as the devil tempted Jesus with, when he said, “Cast yourself down, for surely the angels will protect you!” And the hospital staff surely doesn’t need me giving a bad example, and the sick person doesn’t need
added anxiety.

If I am asked to visit anyone in need, I will come... no matter the risk to myself.

Only if I, myself, am
sick will I stay away. Then I will be forced to trust in God’s providence. On the day I was ordained a priest, I promised the Archbishop,
the people, and God that I would bring the sacraments to His people, especially in dire circumstances.

Seminarians are coming to visit.

In the midst of all this, our seminary in Cincinnati is sending all seminarians home.
They will continue to have classes online. That means Elijah Puthoff and Lee Rosenbeck will be back in Russia, and they’ll be staying at
the rectory with me. They are bringing along Ben Mersch, who worked for the parish last summer. I’m glad to welcome them, and I
know you are, too.

Here’s some good news:

this Wednesday is the Solemnity of the Annunciation. Because it is a solemnity, it is not a day of
fasting! You can, in good conscience, suspend your Lenten penances for this day! After all, this is the celebration of the Savior being
conceived in Mary’s womb, thanks to her “yes” to God! What a joyful thing to celebrate!

Let’s not focus on what we can’t do, but what we CAN.

As each of us adapts over the next few weeks,
ask yourself: What can I do to make a difference? As crazy as it may sound, right now, staying healthy is both an act of Christian charity
and our patriotic duty. That’s the whole point of asking everyone to stay home. Meanwhile, think about others who are being hit hard.
Maybe now is a good time for carry-out pizza? If you can give blood, it sure is needed. Food banks can use help too.

Pray hard! Pope Francis said he is asking the Lord to stop the epidemic; let’s join him in that prayer.
—Father Fox
StRemyPastor@gmail.com
(937)526-3437
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The family receiving the TRAVELING VOCATION CHALICE this Sunday is Brian and Robin
Caldwell. The family receiving it the week of
March 29 is Tom and Karen Doseck. Please
pick up the chalice from the table inside the rectory door after Mass on Sunday, and return it to
the same place the following Friday.

Lent 2020:
A New Level of Giving Up!
The following article was written by Deacon Mike Meyer
and shared with the youth he ministers to at St. Denis
Parish in Versailles. He shares it with you today:

COURAGE INTERNATIONAL is
an apostolate of the Catholic
Church, established to aid those
who experience same sex attraction. Through a small group format, members share their experience and challenge one another to a greater holiness of
life. A group is meeting in West Milton with Father Fox
serving as chaplain. For more information, please email
couragenorth@catholiccincinnati.org or call 526-3437.

I am guessing that for most of us, Lent began with our annual commitments as to what we will give up, how we will
increase our prayer life, and where and to whom we will
give alms. Then, after two weeks, bam! We are confronted with the challenges of living in a world trying to contain
a virus that has the potential to grow exponentially, infect
millions of people, overwhelm health care workers and
hospitals, and cause the deaths of many people, especially
the elderly and those who have compromised immune systems.

LEARN NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING at home and at your own pace
with the Home Study Course from NFP
International. The study includes ecological breastfeeding, a double-check
system of fertility awareness, and Catholic teaching that’s easy to understand.
Work with a live instructor by email! The study is only $70.
Visit www.nfpandmore.org and click on “Home Study
Course” for more information.

This is definitely going to be a Lent to remember:
*Sporting events cancelled. I never thought of giving up
sports for Lent.
*No toilet paper? Let’s all give up toilet paper for six
weeks. Interesting.
*Restaurants closed during Lent. No going out to eat.
Cooking and sharing meals at home with our families.
*No movies, plays, concerts. Perhaps we could keep track
of all the money we save and use it to increase our giving.
*And, how about the Sunday obligation? Do I attend Mass
mainly because it is an obligation, or because I hunger to
hear the Word of God proclaimed and to receive Jesus’
Body and Blood in the Sacrament of the Eucharist?

ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE BY DIALLING 2-1-1. Calling this confidential line enables you to talk to a live crisis
trained representative 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
This line has information about the many human services
available in Shelby County, including mental health counseling services, substance abuse, food pantries, hot meals,
senior programming, and rent and utility assistance.

During our days in this world, we will never fully understand why challenging events and circumstances happen to
us periodically throughout our lives. However, if we
prayerfully turn to God in any situation, His loving grace,
support, and enlightenment illuminates us, and we are challenged to grow in virtue, becoming more Christ-like in all
that we say and do.

Welcome to our Parish!
Gary and Donna Meyer have recently registered at our parish. Please extend a warm St.
Remy welcome to them as they make their home
here, worshipping and serving the Lord with us.

Scripture tells us that the Lord said to Samuel, “Not as man
sees does God see, because man sees the appearance, but
the LORD looks into the heart.” We don’t see what God
sees! So, fear not and have peace amidst these trials and
tribulations! God is always taking care of us. It won’t be
long and this too will all be a memory. May we look back
on it with the eyes of someone who has been changed by it
for the better—more faithful, more peaceful, more joyful,
more giving, more loving! May God bless you always.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE INTENTIONS OF THE
HOLY FATHER FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH

Universal Intention: We pray that the
Church in China may persevere in its
faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in
unity.

~Deacon Mike
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Bulletin Sponsor of the Week

Thank you for your generosity!

This week’s
featured sponsor is

LAST WEEKEND’S OFFERING:

GEHRET NURSERY.

$2,666.06

52-WEEK AVERAGE OF “ONLINE
GIVING” & “BILL PAY” DONATIONS: $3,215.00

Located on State Route 66 in
Minster, Gehrets offer complete landscaping design and
installation, lawn installation
and maintenance, tree trimming, and installation of brick
paver patios, walkways, and walls. Their hard work has
greatly enhanced the landscape at St. Remy’s. Call them at
(419)628-2984 to see how
they can make your home beautiful!

BUDGETING WEEKLY COLLECTION: $7,265.00
If you would like to make your offerings online, please go to stremychurch.com and click on “Online Giving.”
*The figures shown above do not account for many generous
gifts given on Easter and Christmas and throughout the year.

We extend a sincere thank you to all
of the businesses that advertise on the back cover
of our bulletin. Their sponsorship covers the church’s entire
expenses in printing the bulletins each week.
Please call on these businesses when
you are looking for products and services.

THE NEXT BAPTISM PREPARATION
CLASS will be held on Saturday, April 18
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. in the parish office
basement. The next opportunity to take the
class will be in July. Parents are required to
attend a class before the Baptism of their
child. Call Steven and Regina Schulze at
638-3642 to register or for more information.

Playing the Hand You’ve Been Dealt
~From the blog of author Julia Monnin~

ATTENTION ST. REMY CYO BASKETBALL PLAYERS:
All seniors who played CYO basketball are kindly asked to
return their jerseys to the table that is located just inside the
door to the parish office basement. Reusing these jerseys
next year will provide a savings to the parish, so we appreciate you returning them at your earliest convenience.
Freshmen, sophomores, and juniors who plan to play again
next year are asked to keep their jerseys for use at that
time.

The Lord doesn’t usually require us to ask for suffering, but
throughout our ordinary days—in ways big and small—He often
invites us to embrace it. We are in one of those situations right
now. Whether we ask for it or not, suffering—in some way,
shape, or form—has found us. All of us are being asked to make
sacrifices right now. Every. Single. One. Of. Us. There is no
avoiding it, and no point in trying to. The cross has been firmly
placed on our shoulders. The question is not, “Will you carry it?”
You have no choice. Carry it, you will. The question, therefore,
is, “Will you choose to embrace it?”

INTERESTED IN VISITING THE HOLY
LAND? Father Jim Simons will be leading a trip to Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Galilee, Gethsemane, Capernaum, and Tel Aviv from January 20-30,
2021. The cost is $3,799, including airfare. For more information, visit www.proximotravel.com or contact Jane at St.
Denis parish at 526-4945.

We have been dealt a new hand, my friends. We may have started this season of Lent with certain (perhaps even, God-inspired)
plans of penance, prayer, and almsgiving. But that hand has been
played, and a new one is now underway. It may very well be
time for all of us to let go of the penances we originally took on
at the beginning of Lent and instead embrace the ones the world
has given us.

Please remember to pray for the people
listed in the St. Remy Prayer Intentions
Book located in the back of church.

Remember, God doesn’t usually require us to ask for suffering,
but He does often invite us to embrace it.

Read, Think, Pray
“Three times I begged the Lord about this, that it might
leave me, but he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you,
for power is made perfect in weakness.’ I will rather boast
most gladly of my weaknesses, in order that the power of
Christ may dwell with me. Therefore, I am content with
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and constraints, for the sake of Christ; for when I am weak, then I
am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:8-10).

IF YOU HAVE AN EMERGENCY AND NEED TO
REACH FATHER FOX, please call the parish office at
526-3437. This is the best way to reach Father, day or
night. If he isn’t home, his home phone answering machine alerts his cell phone, so your message will get to
him.
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Since we will not be gathering in church on Thursday evenings to pray the Stations of the
Cross, several people have asked how they could do this on their own. For those who wish
to come to church as a family to pray this devotion, please check the small table behind the
last pew on the “Mary side” for the traditional red booklets that we typically use. Books for
children to use for praying the Stations can also be found there; these were donated by a
generous parishioner. Prayer books that we use during Children’s Adoration are on this
table, as well. Naturally, all of these books are for use in church and should not be taken
home. It’s important to note that if you are in church in the evening and would like to turn
on a light or two, you are welcome to do this by accessing the panel of light switches in the
“cleaning closet” (at the foot of the stairway to the choir loft). The lights can be found on
the north wall of the closet, facing you when you open the door. Please turn them off before
you leave.
The Stations, which follow the path of Christ from Pontius Pilate’s praetorium to Christ’s
tomb, have been a popular devotion in parishes. In the 16th century, this pathway was officially entitled the “Via Dolorosa” (Sorrowful Way), or simply the Way of the Cross or the
Stations of the Cross. You can follow EWTN through the Stations of the Cross this Lent by
visiting www.ewtn.com, selecting “LENT” in the second horizontal bar from the top, and
then scrolling down and selecting the “PRAY THE STATIONS” box. This will enable you
to read a prayer for each station, as well as to watch a short video commentary for each one.
The following prayer can be found on the EWTN website, in association with the “First
Station—Jesus is Condemned to Death:”
My Jesus, the world still has You on trial. It keeps asking who You are and why You make
the demands You make. It asks over and over the question: If You are God’s Son, why do You permit the world to be in the state it is in?
Why are You so silent?
Though the arrogance of the world angers me, I must admit that silently, in the depths of my soul, I too have these questions. Your humility frustrates me and makes me uncomfortable. Your strength before Pilate as You drank deeply from the power of the Father gives
me the answer to my question: The Father’s Will. The Father permits many sufferings in my life, but it is all for my good. If only I too
could be silent in the face of worldly prudence—steadfast in the faith when all seems lost—calm when accused unjustly—free from the
tyranny of human respect—ready to do the Father’s Will no matter how difficult.
Silent Jesus, give us all the graces we need to stand tall in the face of the ridicule of the world. Give the poor the strength not to succumb to their privation, but to be ever aware of their dignity as sons of God. Grant that we might not bend to the crippling disease of
worldly glory, but be willing to be deprived of all things rather than lose Your friendship. My Jesus, though we are accused daily of being fools, let the vision of Quiet Dignity standing before the Monstrous Injustice give us all the courage to be Your followers.

The Annual Bosco Boys Catholic Camp
This popular camp will be held from Monday, June 22—Wednesday, June 24, 2020. It is for boys
who will be entering grades 7, 8, and 9 and is dedicated to engaging young boys in the life of the
Church through adventure, virtue, and brotherhood. The cost is $90, which includes meals, lodging, and a T-shirt. For more information, email Mark Travis at markedtravis@gmail.com.

Totus Tuus Camp
Mark your calendar for this popular annual camp, which will be held in mid-July this summer. The camp for
grades 7-12 will be held the evenings of July 12-16, while the camp for grades 1-6 will be held during the day
from July 13-17.
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Join the 40 Days for Life Campaign!
For many years, our parish has participated in the local
40 Days for Life campaign by signing up to pray at the
Women’s Med Center at 1401 E. Stroop Road in Kettering. During this campaign, St. Remy’s day to
pray is Tuesday, March 31. If you are able to participate, please head down to the center any time that
day. If another day works better, go down another
day. The campaign is continuing throughout the season of Lent. The point is, let’s be active in stopping
the murdering of innocent children at this facility.
Let’s do our part to end the tragedy of abortion!

Spiritual Communion,
Another Source of Spiritual Life
The following information was found at www.cruxnow.com and
written by John L. Allen, Jr. on March 15, 2020.
From a Catholic point of view, perhaps the single most direct
consequence of the lockdowns currently being imposed to fight
the disease is the inability to get to Mass on Sunday. Moreover,
it’s happening during Lent, and there’s the very real prospect that
many Catholics will be forced to watch Holy Week liturgies on
their TV’s or their computers rather than attending in person and
receiving the Eucharist.
In light of the restrictions, many pastors have suggested this may
be a good time to dust off the traditional concept of “Spiritual
Communion,” meaning a sort of participation in the Mass and the
Eucharist for people who, for one reason or another, either can’t
go to church, or who are barred from receiving the Eucharist if
they do. In a nutshell, the idea is that the desire to receive the
Eucharist is a grace in itself, and if one offers up that desire to
God, it can become an occasion for even greater grace and spiritual growth.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The EWTN website offers the following Act of Spiritual Communion:
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You
into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You
as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
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RUSSIA, OH

Professional

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
Business • Home
New Construction

Turning 65? Paying Too Much?

8751 Burns Road
Versailles, OH 45380

Caring for people like family

Dr. Zach Brown
27 E Main St. Versailles

(937) 526-3737

3860 Rangeline Rd • Russia

Office: 937-295-3093
Fax: 937-295-2785

www.drbchiro.com

937-526-4177

34 W. Main St. • Versailles, OH 45380
HOMANINSURANCE.COM

937-492-1051

SIDNEY, OH

Gehret Nursery Inc
LANDSCAPE DESIGN

937-875-9550

www.cirrusit247.com
- Flat Rate IT Support
- Cloud Computing
- Cloud-Based VOIP

Chris Traxler, CEO

Tree Trimming • Lawn Maintenance
Landscape Installation
Stone Pavers & Walls
Greenhouse & Nursery
12155 State Route 66 • Minster, OH

419-628-2984

2343 West Michigan Ave • Sidney, OH

937-498-4014

1/2 mile west of I-75 Ext 92

Bohman Excavating
Ron Bohman, President

Russia, OH • 937-526-3897

Helping families live healthier lives

Versailles
Savings & Loan
Company

10413 Kley Rd. • 526-4515
Established 1887

Compliments Of

Production Paint
Finishers Inc.

1102 Hubert Dr. • Versailles, OH

937-526-9306

Cell: 937-423-5751
bohmanexc@roadrunner.com

Bradford Ohio

Ag Chemicals and Fertilizers, Soil Sampling,
Prescription Services, Custom Application
www.firstchoiceagllc.com
firstchoiceagllc@gmail.com

937-564-1877

Compliments of:
LP HOYING, LLC
www.lphoying.com
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