Saints Peter & Paul Church


SACRED THROUGH THE LORD JESUS
SENSIBLE WITH THE LORD JESUS
SAVED IN THE LORD JESUS
OUR MISSION


At Saints Peter & Paul, we culvate the
Gospel message and oﬀer the Sacraments 
& Worship, acvies & community for 
God’s people. “We are God’s coͲworkers.” 
1 Corinthians 3:9

DECEMBER 20, 2020 • FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT/NATIVITY OF THE LORD
MASS SCHEDULE
Wednesday & Friday: 8:30am


Vigil Saturday: 4:00pm • Sunday: 8:30am
Holy Days: Check bullen prior to Holy Day 


STAFF
Rev. John J. Schneider, Pastor
john.j.schneider@icloud.com
Rev. Mr. Robert Bugaj, Deacon
Kevin McManamon, Oﬃce Manager
Mr. Frank Kozuch, Director of Music Ministry
Mr. Bill Novak, Parish Maintenance
Mrs. Geraldine Koenig, Parish Secretary


SACRAMENTS
CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3:00pm & the 2nd
Thursday of the month 5‒6pm, in the Servers
Sacristy of the Church.


BAPTISM: Before any detailed arrangements
are made, prospec#ve expec#ng parents must
a%end a preͲbap#sm class. Arrangements are to
be made at the Rectory Oﬃce in advance.


FUNERALS: Arrangements are to be made at the
Rectory Oﬃce before publica#on in
newspapers.


WEDDINGS: Arrangements are to be made in
person at the Rectory Oﬃce at least six months
in advance. All couples planning to be married
must a%end Diocesan PreͲMarriage
Instruc#ons.


SICK CALLS: Inform the Rectory Oﬃce of the ill
and homebound.


RCIA: Interested in becoming Catholic? Learn
about the Catholic Faith. Call the Rectory.

4750 TURNEY ROAD • GARFIELD HTS., OH 44125
Phone: 216Ͳ429Ͳ1515 • Fax: 216Ͳ429Ͳ1889
Email: oﬃce@peterandpaulcleveland.com
Church Website: hp://stspeterpaul.weconnect.com/
Credit Union: 216Ͳ587Ͳ0631
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Ss. Peter & Paul and St. Therese
LITURGY SCHEDULE




Fourth Week of Advent

From all of us to all of you and
your families...a very 
Holy and Merry Christmas.
Wesolych Swiat Bozego
Narodzenia
Fröhliche Weihnachten.



MONDAY, December 21, 2020
Saint Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church





St. T.²6:30 PM 
† The Kocab & Cermak Families
St. T.²7:00 PM
Confessions 



TUESDAY, December 22, 2020










No Mass

WEDNESDAY, December 23, 2020
Saint John of Kanty, Priest



Ss. P&P²8:30 AM



VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
THURSDAY, December 24, 2020
Ss. P&P²4:00 PM The People of the Parishes
St. T.² 5:30 PM Intention of the Celebrant
St. T. ²10:00 PM The People of the Parishes

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
FRIDAY, December 25, 2020


Ss. P&P²8:30 AM  Intention of the Celebrant
St. T²10:30 AM
The People of the Peoples





SATURDAY, December 26, 2020
Vigil, Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph





Ss. P&P² 4:00 PM † Frank Minarczyk
St. T. ² 5:30 PM The People of the Parishes

SUNDAY, December 27, 2020
Feast of The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph







Ss. P&P² 8:30 AM † The Staff & Volunteers of 


Ss. Peter & Paul and St. Therese

Churches
St. T. ² 10:30 AM † Leonard (AM) & Mildred 

Divoky

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Saturday:
Sunday:




† Mildred Bielicki





Fr. John and the Parish Staff

Song of Songs 2:814; Luke 1:3945
1 Samuel 1:2428; Luke 14656
Malachi 3:14, 2324; Luke 1:5766
Isaiah 62:15; Acts of the Apostles 13:16
17, 2225; Matthew 1:125
Isaiah 52:710; Hebrews 1:16; 
John 1:118
Act of the Apostles 6:810; 7:5459;
Matthew 10:1722
Genesis 15:16; 21:13; 
Hebrews 11:8, 1112, 1719; Luke 2:2240

MUSICAL PRELUDE
There will be a Musical Prelude at 9:30pm prior to
the 10:00pm Mass at Night on Christmas Eve.
It’s the perfect time to relax and prepare for the
birth
 of our Savior during this special evening.


PRAY FOR THE ILL AND HOMEBOUND
MaryJane Andrako, Dennis Becker, Helen Benko,
Mary Bienkowski, Sue Boyne, Thom Boyne, 
Eleanor Buras, Arline Charvat, Carol Cieplowski, 
Sal Crasi, Catherine Dehil, Dennis Dikowicz, 
Ross C. Furcello, Ed Gabriele, Adele Gispanski, 
Laverne Grabowski, Scott Harmon, Dori Herout, 
Kathy Hrestak, Frank Kingzett, Kyle Knight, 
MaryAnn Koenig, Carol Krapovich, 
Rudy & Dolores Kubicek, Fr. Joseph Mamich, 
Daria Melnyc, Karla Muir, Michelle Nowakowski, 
Kelly Ann Palasics, Christopher Pawlak, Kelly Perhach,
Nancy Perhach, Robert Perhach, Richard Pontious, 
Sandra Priebe, Ken & MaryAnn Prybor, John Robinson, 
Maria Schieda, John Shedlock, MaryAnn Sibits, 
Stan Sopinski, Allen Strnad, Darlene Triska, 
Rita Trzeciak, Sophie Vargo, Vince Vartorella, 
Florence Vlanty, Stella Wall, Jackie Yenco



VIGIL SOLEMNITY OF MARY, 
THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
NEW YEAR’S EVE
Thursday, December 31, 2020


Ss. P&P²4:00 PM

Intention of the Celebrant



MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD
Friday, January 1, 2021
St. T ² 10:30 AM



The People of the Parishes

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
PASTOR’S NOTES 
Prudence and Vaccines: Having the Right 
Conversation about Your Health

In last weekend’s Ask Father, I answered a very complicated
moral question about the Covid 19 vaccines currently being developed.
The length of that response alone should indicate that we are dealing
with matters of great sophistication. It should come as no surprise then
that our conversation about the wisdom of taking these vaccines will be
quite nuanced. Before stating my thoughts about this, allow me to
reiterate that I am not a doctor and this article can in no way be
understood as being medical advice. What I am doing is laying out the
issues related to the Covid 19 vaccines in a manner that will facilitate
further conversations. It is my hope that this article will allow you to
talk to your doctor in an informed manner about these vaccines. Now,
we need to discuss vaccines in general, the previous attempts to develop
coronavirus vaccines, and the present trials if we are to have a well
informed opinion about this matter. Since every person’s health is
different, each of us will need to discern whether taking this vaccine is
in our best interests.

Although it is an interesting topic, I am not in a position to
speak about the efficacy of vaccines in general. Proving or disproving
the effectiveness of vaccines would require isolating and testing
populations in the tens of thousands if not millions. Since this has not
been done for obvious ethical reasons, we should rely on those studies
that show that vaccines are at least not harmful.

Vaccines are a risky business and usually do not work.
Pronker, Weenen, Commandeur, Claassen, and Osterhaus’s 2013 paper,
“Risk in Vaccine Research and Development Quantified” looked at
vaccines in development from 1998 to 2009 to figure out how long and
likely a vaccine took to develop. The average vaccine takes almost
eleven years to go from preclinical trials to market entry. Sadly, only 6%
of vaccines come to fruition. Here is the most important quote from their
conclusion, “Both the burden of disease and the magnitude of invested
resources into a project targeting a specific infectious agent do not
correlate with a higher success rate.” In layman’s terms, we should not
expect vaccines to be easier to develop the more money we throw at
them.

The critical reason for vaccines taking so long is the need to
demonstrate their effectiveness over the placebo groupwithoutnegative
consequences.All studies ought to use a double blind where both those
taking the vaccines and those administering them do not know if they
are using the vaccine or the placebo. Each phase of testing can easily
take a year to ensure that no lasting side effects are found.

Developing a vaccine against a coronavirus is not a new
enterprise. Remember, Covid 19 is part of the same family of diseases as
MERS and SARS. The Chinese attempted to develop a vaccine for this
virus in 2012, but stopped because their initial efforts led to paradoxical
inherent immune response. Basically, they were able to get their test
animals  ferrets in this case  to develop a measured and sustained
antibody response to SARS. When these animals were then exposed to
the wild virus, however, they became very sick  sicker than those
ferrets exposed to the virus without the vaccine. The vaccine had made
the animals more prone to over responding to the virus. Vaccine
development then stopped because both SARS 1 and SARS 2 (aka
Covid 19) become a serious health risk when the immune system
overreacts to the virus.

Now let us examine the Covid 19 vaccines and their trials,
because they are very different from what we have tried before. Both
Moderna’s and Pfizer’s vaccines use mRNA to create antibodies, which
has never been done before. Again, it must be emphasized that both
these vaccines were developed in an entirely novel approach.  This
novelty means that we have no way of knowing if long term side effects
will occur.

Now, Moderna and Pfizer theorize that utilizing mRNA would
cause any negative side effects to be found quickly because the body
should have an immediate reaction to the foreign RNA molecules.
Previous vaccines were developed by altering the virus (making it
weaker) and including antibodies that would show the body how to
defeat it. Basically, all older vaccines had two components: the
weakened virus and the antibodies to beat up the virus. The immune
system would detect the virus, see the antibodies fighting it, and join in
on the fight.
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The present Covid 19 virus does not work this way. Instead,
the vaccine is an artificial virus that creates the same protein spike as
Covid 19. Protein spikes are how viruses attach to our cells. The vaccine
is the equivalent of an enemy soldier with blanks in his gun shouting,
“Come and shoot me.” The body learns to destroy anything that looks
like the vaccine, which should include Covid 19.

To test the effectiveness of these vaccines, Moderna and
Pfizer recruited thousands of volunteers. Some received a placebo, and
some received the vaccine. For ten weeks they were allowed to
intermingle in the public with the hope that they would be infected. In
Pfizer’s Phase III trials, there were 170 confirmed Covid 19 cases, with
8 of them being in those who received the vaccine. Pfizer is claiming
from this a 95% success rate since 41,135 people participated in the
trial. In other words, their vaccine reduced the chance of getting a
symptomatic case of Covid 19 by 95%.

95% more effective than what? Given that 21,000 people
received the placebo and 162 became sick from Covid 19, 99% of the
placebo group did not get ill. In other words, a 99% immunity was
achieved by social distancing, good hygiene, and mask wearing. Given
that the trial lasted ten weeks, each participant had only a 0.1% chance
per week of becoming ill. It would take five years before the average
placebo participant became infected. In other words, the majority of
immunity (99% of it) was gained not from the vaccine but from living
life with the precautions we have been asked to follow.

Understanding that the vaccine increases immunity from 99%
to 99.9% is an important insight, but it is not the most critical: the rate of
serious infection is the most relevant detail. Approximately 81% of
Covid 19 cases are mild, 14% are severe, and 5% were critical. In the
vaccine group from the Pfizer trial, one of the eight infections had a
severe reaction. In other words, the vaccine did not decrease the
likelihood of a severe case if infection occurred.

As marvelous as vaccines are, they are not magic. The present
Covid 19 vaccines appear to be clinically effective at preventing Covid
19. At the same time, social distancing and mask wearing appears to be
just as effective for most people. The critical question each of us needs
to ask is this: is an 0.9% increase in immunity worth the potential risk of
long term side effects? At this time, I will not be taking the vaccine until
those risks are clinically explored and documented.

One might raise the question of whether we should get the
vaccine to help the community. No. Each of us has a sacred duty from
Almighty God to respect our bodies. Just as we should not be attempting
to get sick, we should not subject ourselves to undue risks. Having said
that, an argument can be made that doctors and nurses who treat Covid
19 patients should get the vaccine as per the present plan. Their
receiving the vaccine makes more sense given their higher risk profile.

Last year I gave a lecture on the different roles that conscience
and prudence plays in our lives. Conscience determines the morality of
an act and whether we are allowed to do something. Prudence evaluates
whether a particular act at a particular time is the better choice. At this
time, I do not believe that either Moderna’s or Pfizer’s vaccine is a
prudent option for me. I would further state that the available data makes
it only prudent for relatively few Americans to receive the vaccine for
the next few years. The above is my opinion, which took me a good deal
of time to create.

Granted that the FDA grants permission for the use of these
vaccines, each of us will need to decide whether to take it. Just because
an issue is complex does not mean we can ignore it or pass on our
responsibility to think the problem through. I never thought that my
comments for Christmas would be about an mRNA vaccine in the midst
of a global pandemic. Given the amount of misinformation and
misunderstanding, I found it my duty to express myself on this. Again, I
must emphasize that the present trials cannot demonstrate what the long
term side effects (if any) of these vaccines are. I find this to be the most
salient point, but also the point least mentioned in the present
conversation.  I hope that this article helps each of you to think this
matter through with calmness and wisdom.

In Christ,

Fr. John





REST IN PEACE
Constance Magovich

Join the Most Rev. Edward Malesic, bishop
of the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland, as he
celebrates Masses from the Cathedral of St.
John the Evangelist on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day that will be livestreamed or broadcast on
local television.

The bishop will be the celebrant for the 4:30 p.m.
livestream of Christmas Eve, December 24 Mass. The
Mass will be streamed live via the internet on the diocesan
website, dioceseofcleveland.org. It also will be available
on demand on the diocesan website after the broadcast. 

On Christmas Day, December 25, Bishop Malesic
will celebrate Christmas Mass from the cathedral on WOIO
± Channel 19  at 9 a.m. The Mass also will be available
on
demand
on
the
diocesan
website
at
dioceseofcleveland.org.

For a schedule of weekday and Sunday
livestreamed Mass from the cathedral, which is in
downtown Cleveland, visit the diocesan website,
dioceseofcleveland.org.



CHRISTMAS PROGRAMMING 
As we are now in the Season of Advent
and awaiting the Birth of Christ, AM
1260 The Rock will be broadcasting special Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day programming to enrich your Christmas
celebration.
Please
visit
our
website
at:
www.am1260therock.com for updates and have a blessed
and peaceful Advent.



The FEST Internship
Calling all college students looking 
for a paid summer internship! 
The FEST (www.theFEST.us) is looking for
summer interns to make this year’s event the
best FEST yet! We are looking for students with interests
in theology, business marketing & communications, event
planning, or logistics management to join the team that
puts together our annual Diocesan Family Festival. Interns
will be a part of a fastpaced team and will play a critical
role in the marketing, planning and coordination of annual
event for thousands of people. 
Interns will provide support and have responsibilities
including public speaking, marketing, mailings, digital and
social media, press releases, logistics, event planning, and
more. Interns must have strong people skills, work ethic,
critical thinking, organizational skills, and reliable
transportation. For more information or to apply, please
send your resume to Caitlin@theFEST.us by January 10th. 



PSR Family Advent Challenges
December 23rd²Set up a Nativity Scene and
play hide n’ seek with a baby Jesus.
Focus: Remember to always seek Jesus in your
life regardless of your age and where life takes
you.




STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE


The collection figures 
for December 12/13 
were not available when 
this bulletin went 
to print.

THANK YOU
DZIEKUJE
GRAZIE DANKE
SALAMAT


As we prepare for the coming of
the Lord, we remember those in
need in our prayers and with our
donations. On Christmas, when we gather in
prayer to celebrate the birth of Jesus
and be thankful for blessings received, please
remember Saints Peter and Paul Parish in your
gifts of the season. As in the past, your 
generosity is appreciated.



STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION
At Christmas, 
we see Jesus as a little babe³
helpless and poor. 
And he came to love and be loved. 
How can we love Jesus in the
world today?



Mother Teresa

CREDIT UNION HOLIDAY HOURS
All three branches of All Saints Federal
Credit Union will be closed on Thursday,
December 24, and Friday, December 25,
for the Christmas Holiday. All branches
will be open normal hours (9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.) on
Saturday, December 26.
And will be closed on Thursday, December 31, and
Friday, January 1, for the New Year’s Holiday. All
branches will be open normal hours (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.)
on Saturday, January 2. 
Please visit our website at www.allsaintsfcu.com for
hours and branch locations or call 2165240414, 216
5870631, or 4408883663.




GRENDZINSKI
PLUMBING

For All Of Your Plumbing Needs, Call
R. Grendzinski

Celebrating Life Since 1927

(216) 441-6039
(216)
(440) 526-8920
299-2955

356 W. Aurora Rd. • Sagamore Hills, OH
330-467-4500 • ferfoliafuneralhomes.com

DELIBERATO
LAW CENTER

4747 Turney Road
Garfield Heights, OH 44125

Full Menu at Website
Station43Tavern.com
STATION

216-883-3900
gdfh.net

TAVERN

Across From Sts. Peter & Paul Church - Parishioners

Matthew D. Deliberato, Esq.

216-341-3413

Four Generations of Quality Service

440-836-0043
solon, ohio

G.L.E.
PLUMBING
SE
DISNIOR
COU
NT

E
FRETE
IMA
EST

Mr. Pipeline’s
Plumbing

Eric Spape, Service Manager

Residential-Commercial
Licensed-Insured

216-663-0663

“Your 1 Stop shop for all of your vehicle
Maintenance, Repair & Service Needs”
www.RadAir.com • E-Mail: Eric@RadAir.com

Over 20 years in the plumbing business!

– SENIOR DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE! –
Call us:

6505 Brecksville Road
Independence, OH 44131

(216) 701-5971

State Certified Master Plumber
(Plumbing) Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Licensed
Bonded
Insured

5266 Turney Road, Garfield Heights

10% Off with this ad

216-956-9829

Visa
Mastercard
Discover

4640 Turney Road
Garfield Hts
216.641.6321

OH LIC #26535 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

*Not valid with any other offers, or Tire or Battery purchases.

The Village at Marymount

Find your loved
ones using
the CCA App!

A continuing care retirement community

7906 Broadview Road
Broadview Hts
440.546.5353

LatekFuneralHomes.com

Charmin Carmen's
Carpet, Floors, Blinds, and More

Vinyl Floors
Laminate-Ceramic
1000's of Carpet Colors
Custom Window Blinds

A faith-based environment for assisted
living, skilled nursing, therapy, long-term
care and memory care.
Founded by the Sisters of St. Joseph
of the Third Order of St. Francis.
Call today to schedule a tour!
216-332-1396
The Village at Marymount
5200 Marymount Village Drive
Garfield Heights, OH 44125
www.villageatmarymount.org

6073 Turney Rd., Garfield Hts. | 216.663.8411 | charmincarmens.com

5269 East 104th Street
Garfield Hts., OH 44125
(216) 587-0631

Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Share Certificates
Online & Mobile Banking
Home & Vehicle Loans
Personal & Tuition Loans
Debit & Credit Cards
PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE

www.allsaintsfcu.com

Where Families Come First
9010 Garfield Blvd., Garfield Heights

Proudly Serving Garfield Heights
Free courtesy cars
Complimentary pick-up and delivery service
We service all makes and models

Mon-Thu: 8am-6pm • Friday: 8am-5pm • Sat-Sun: Closed

27999 Miles Rd, Orange Village, OH 44022
(440) 248-1022 • www.swedishsolution.com

Bring in this coupon for 10% OFF
your service of $100 or more.
One coupon per car, not to be combined with
any other offer, maximum discount $50

440.735.3030

www.LucasFuneralHome.com

VIC’S

FLORAL, INC.
Est. 1942 Family Owned and Operated

216-341-4758
7100 Broadway Ave.
www.vicsfloral.com
Serving the Slavic Village
Neighborhood for 70 Years

Lighting the Way for Senior Care:
Independent Living
Assisted Living
Memory Care
Short-term Respite Stays

LIGHT of HEARTS VILLA

A Ministry of the Sisters of Charity Health System

| 440.232.1991
lightofheartsvilla.org

bedford, oh

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today!
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542

Labella
L AW N C A R E I N C .

A Weekly Maintenance & Landscaping Company

New Customers Receive 1 year FREE Fertilization

Senior, Military and Parish Discounts

216-390-3351

3-E-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0069

