“For a child is born to us, a son is given us;

upon his shoulder dominion rests.”
—Ilsaiah 9:5

Clristnas 2021

Reverend Fr. A. Edward Gretchko, Pastor
Weekday Mass Times: 6:30 p.m. Monday; 8:15 a.m. Tuesday-Friday

Weekend Mass Times: 4:30 p.m. Saturday; 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. Sunday
206 Cherry Road, NE Massillon, Ohio 44646 ® www.stmarymassillon.com e 330-833-8501




SAINT MARY’S PARISH

MASSILLON, OHIO

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 18 — The Vigil of the Fourth Sunday of Advent
4:30 p.m.  +Ed & Alice Ertle (children)

Sunday, December 19 — The Fourth Sunday of Advent
(Readings: 12: Micah 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3,15-16,18-19/Hebrews 10:5-10/Luke 1:39-45)
8:00 a.m. The People of the Parish
10:30a.m.  +Anna & Titus Krempel (Maryann Krempel/Snyder family)

Monday, December 20 — Monday of the Fourth Week of Advent
(Readings: 196: Isaiah 7:10-14/Psalm 24:1-2,3-4ab,5-6/Luke 1:26-38)
6:30 p.m.  +Helen Schott (family)

Tuesday, December 21 — St. Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church
(Readings: 197: Song of Songs 2:8-14/Ps 33:2-3,11-12,20-21/Luke 1:39-45)
8:15a.m.  +Alice Valentine (friend)

Wednesday, December 22 — Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Advent
(Readings: 198: 1 Samuel 1:24-28/(Ps) 1 Sm 1:1,4-5,6-7,8abcd/Luke 1:46-56)
8:15a.m. +Harriet Louis (Bingo Workers)

Thursday, December 23 — St. John of Kanty, Priest
(Readings: 199: Malachi 3:1-4,23-24/Psalm 25:4-5ab,8-9,10,14/Luke 1:57-66)
8:15a.m.  +Jo Kuivila, Dick Grant, Audrey & Bob Thieret (family)

Friday, December 24 — THE VIGIL OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

4:00 p.m. The People of the Parish
7:00 p.m.  +George Schneider (family)
10:00 p.m.  +Deceased Members of The Barahona Family (family)

Saturday, December 25 — THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
(Readings: 14: Isaiah 9:1-6/Psalm 96:1-3,11-13/Titus 2:11-14/Luke 2:1-14)
10:00 a.m. +Gene & Tim Valentine (family)

Sunday, December 26 — The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
(Readings: 17: Sirach 3:2-6,12-14/Ps 128:1-2,3,4-5/Col 3:12-21/Luke 2:41-52)
8:00 a.m.  +Jennie “Ginger” Crone (family)
10:30a.m.  +Mary Alice Miller (Ann Hardy)

FOCUSING ON THE GOSPEL
BY SISTER VERNA HOLYHEAD, SGS
Reprinted from “Living Liturgy” by Liturgical Press

Key words and phrases: “Elizabeth, filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in
a loud voice.”

Elizabeth is so overwhelmed with joy when Mary comes to her, that her
body reacts in two physical ways. First, the child she’s carrying moves.
Second, she cries out. The gospel writer is very specific with this action: she
doesn’t simply “greet” or “speak,” as we may expect. Instead, she “cried out
in a loud voice.” There’s a lack of inhibition in Elizabeth’s joy that is
unexpected, if not jarring. She expresses loud joy at not only seeing a
member of her family whom she loves, but simultaneously making the con-
nection that her cousin is carrying her Messiah. Do you think Mary was
overwhelmed, or ran right into her arms?

SANCTUARY LAMP INTENTIONS
Candles Burning in Loving Memory of:

I. Frank Burkett, Sr.
(wife, Alfreda)

Il. Barbara Chapis
(Ron & Jane Sibila)

lll. Carol Mucci
(Marilyn Eckroate)

IV. Rose Marie McPherson
(family)

V. Shane Benton
(Weller Family)

VI. Patrick Jordan
(Weller Family)

VII. John Kessel
(Jewel)

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED

The parish office will be
closed on Friday,
December 24th, for the
Christmas holiday. If you
have an emergency,
please leave a message

B l]FF.I[:E- ;
| “closen |

and someone will return your call.

MUSIC FOR THE WEEKEND

The Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 18th & 19th
Readings begin on page 31 of the Missalette

Entrance Hymn:
O Come, O Come Emmanuel—M 321

Song During the Preparation of the Gifts:
Emmanuel—H 90

Communion Processional Hymn:
Let all Mortal Flesh—H 355

Sending Forth Song:
Behold A Virgin Bearing Him—M 205

H—-Hymnal M-Missalette




THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 19, 2021

/ THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Monday, December 20
6:30 p.m.  Mass & Miraculous Medal Novena (C)

Tuesday, December 21
8:15a.m.  Mass & Miraculous Medal Novena (C)
6:30 p.m.  Bingo (S) (Doors open at 4:00 p.m.)

Wednesday, December 22
9amto4 pm  Eucharistic Adoration (PC)

Friday, December 24
Parish Office Closed
4:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Mass (C)
7:00 p.m.  Christmas Eve Mass (C)
10:00 p.m.  Christmas Midnight Mass (C)

Saturday, December 25
10:00 a.m.  Christmas Mass (C)

C-Church PC-Parish Center LC-Labbe Center S-School

ATTENTION EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Please take a moment and stop by the sacristy to pick up
your certificate from the Diocese. All Eucharistic Ministers
have been commissioned to continue in this ministry for
the next three years.

SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK

This sacrament of mercy is provided to all in need of God’s
healing presence. Keep in mind that this sacrament is not
necessarily “The Last Rites.” Anyone who is terminally ill or
facing major surgery may also receive this sacrament.
Please contact Father Ed for an anointing.

Christmas elass SSchedule
Friday, December 24th 2021

Christmas Eve

4:00 p.m.  7:00 p.m.  10:00 p.mM.

Music begins 30 minutes before each Mass

Saturday, December 25th 2021
Christmas Day

10:00 a.m.

OFFERTORY INFORMATION

December 5, 2021....c.cooveeeerrermneeeneereseeeeerenene. 917,309.00
St. Mary’s Parish uses WeShare for collection of electronic
contributions. This system also allows parishioners to manage
their giving with an online account. If you have any questions
about this service, please call the Parish Office.

2022 CALENDARS
The 2022 religious calendars are here.
HEIIQER Pick up one at any of the entrances.
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again this year!

ATTENTION LECTORS

The 2022 Lector Workbooks are here! Please stop by the
sacristy and pick up your copy.

YEAR-LONG AND WEEK-LONG CANDLES

Are you looking for a nice way to honor
your loved ones, living or deceased? You
might consider honoring them with a
candle here at St. Mary’s Parish.

Our year-long candles are burning in the
Sanctuary on the side altars in front of
the Blessed Mother and St. Joseph. The
cost for these candles is $100 per year. That price includes
a candle and a nameplate with your intention printed and
placed at your candle.

We also have week-long candles available for purchase.
These candles are $10.00 per week and burn in the
sanctuary near the Tabernacle. These candles may burn
for any special intention, which is then printed in the
bulletin each week. If you are interested in purchasing any
of these memorial lights, please call Nicole in the parish
office.

Solemnity of Mary,
the Holy Mother of God

Friday, December 31st 2021
New Year’s Eve Mass

4:00 p.m.

Saturday, January 1st 2022
New Year’s Day Mass

10:00 a.m.




SAINT MARY’S PARISH MASSILLON, OHIO

GOSPEL MEDITATION

ENCOURAG

5t. Augustine tells us that a
*Christian is a mind through
which Christ thinks, a heart
through which Christ loves,

a voice through which Christ
speaks and a hand through
which Christ helps" As we

look around and out at the
wiorld, we do not have to
search too far before we come
face to face with inequity and
injustice, There is so much
unfairness, prejudice, anger,
hatred, viclence, and want. The
stories of hurnan heartache,
people being hurt, deprived

af life's necessities, lonelinass,
and sickness are far too
commonplace. For many of the
world's ills, the vices of greed,
lust, pride, gluttony, and jealousy
ara Zlearlky amacnog the mcre
significant root causes,
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the problam! Qoo sert us Jesus
Christ as the divine selution

to the werld's ills. It is not God
who has shirked responsibility,

E DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

LUE ARE GOD'S
INSTRUMENTS

we have. We are the anes who
continually fail to set our own
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greatness could reach the ends
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come upon the world, God's

When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the
infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth,
filled with the Holy Spirit, cried out in a loud
voice and said, “Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your

womb.” -

Excsipts from e o

Lk 1:41-42
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fix for the world's difficulties is
you and me. We are the ones
who confess that Jesus Christ
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rermind others to show their
support during this time.
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)4 The Date of Christmas

FAITH

f yvou ask nearly anyone

in the Western world the

date of Christmas, chances
are you'll be told its December
25, And if you ask them what
Christmas celebrates, chances
are you'll be told it's the com-
memaoration of Christ’s birth. But
the question remains, was Jesus
born on Decembear 257 Well, the
most diplomatic answer would
be, “experts differ.”

Given the popularity of Christ-
mas in today’s world, it's hard
to imagine that Christmas wasn't
always seen as particularly im-
portant. The earliest records we
have of the Church cbserving
the feast of Christ’s birth date
fram the fourth century. By the
time 5t. John Chrysostom was
kigshop of Constantinople in 398,
minst of the Chrigtian world ob-
served Christmas on December
25, The Church in Armmenia was
al lhal Lme marking Chrislmas
on January ©; today much of
the Orthodox Church follows this
tradition.

Eul why was December 25 cho-
send Many believe Lhal Lhe dale
was chosen to counter the Ro-
man feast of Saturnalia. Cartain
Iy, in the history of the Church,
and the history of Christmas in
particular, there are plenty of
examples of Christians shifting
local pagan observances to Chris-
tian ones, effectively "baptizing”
their culture and customs. This
doesn’t mean that Christmas is

L
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BY FR. LARRY RICE

A Nativity scene is displayed on Christmas on the grounds of 5t. Francis of Assisi
Church in Haskell, N.J. (CNS photo/Octavio Duran)

some kind of disguised pagan
festival, it simply reflects the very
understandable human need to
intagrate aur faith and culturs
and to allow our faith to trans-
form cwery part af our lives.

Regarding the actual year of
Christ’s kirth, we don't find much
mare clarity, Since the calendar is
traditionally divided intc epochs
“hafore” and "aftar” Christ, ona
rmight presume that Jesus was
Bormin the yoar one, or perhaps
the year zera. VWeall, there was
no year cero. And radilian has il
that a sixth century monk names
Dionysis Exiguus fixed the date
at the year 1, but errors in his
calculations have led scholars to
believe that the actual vear may
be between 4 and 6 BC. Histor-
ical evidence, based on refer-
ences from Luke's Gospel, might

lead us to concur. Astronomical
research by Dr. William Bidel-
man at Case Western University
makes a strang casa far April ar
March of the year 2 BC,

Ultimately, for Christian baligw-
ars, the precise date and year
ien't of primary importance. Far
ug, mostimportant is the under-
lving fact, which we celebrate
gt Christmas: that God lovad us
eraugh fo become human, o
shiare our human gxpericnee, and
achigve our redemption. When-
evar we celebrate Christmas, we
remamber that Christ’s Incarna-
tion has changed our world—and
our lives—forever.

Father Rice is the former Vocations
Director for the Paulist Fathers, Ha cur
rently serves as director of the Univer
sity Catho b

ar at the Unmnvarsity

of Texes-Austir

Caopyright * 2014, United Stases Conference of Catholc Bishops, Washingeon, DE. Al rights resered.
image: CHS phanoOotavia Duan



SAINT MARY’S PARISH

MASSILLON, OHIO

ST. MARY'S SCHOOL NEWS

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

St. Mary School wishes you the Merriest Christmas! God gives us the most precious gifts each
year: our students. We sincerely appreciate the time and generosity the families and parish
shows us each day!

THE GIVING MANGER

When we returned from Thanksgiving break, grades
K-2 heard the story The Giving Manger by Allison
Hottinger in the library. It is a faith-based, fun,
interactive  family  Christmas tradition that
encourages acts of kindness, focuses on the joy of
giving, and honors the real reason for Christmas:
Jesus' birth.

After reading the story and explaining to the
students how the Giving Manager works, we placed
an empty manger in a prominent spot in the library.
; In the days/weeks leading up to Christmas, when a
e - : student received a kindness buck for performing a

S i

Upcoming Dates

December 20 - January 3
CHRISTMAS BREAK

December 25—
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

January 1—
Happy New Year!

January 3—
Back to School

January 7—
End of Q2/
School Mass
Grades 5-8

January 10—
Family Night @
Texas Roadhouse

kind deed or act of service, they placed a piece of hay in the manger. The goal

is to complete as many kind acts as possible to fill the manger with enough hay, so Baby Jesus has a soft, warm place to lay

his head on Christmas day.

When we return from Christmas break, the classes will see Baby Jesus lying in the giving manger they helped to make! This
is a great family Christmas tradition. We are making it a St. Mary School Christmas tradition, but if you would like to make it

a tradition in your family, please visit thegivingmanger.com.

We wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and a blessed new year!

COUNTING DOWN

Starting on December 1st, second grade
began the countdown to Christmas. Each
day students come into the classroom
and unwrap a gift to find out the theme of
the day. There is an ELA and Math activity
centered around the theme of the day.
There is also an art activity to coordinate
with the theme. So far second grade has
made blankets with a snow theme,
nativity ornaments, and gingerbread
houses to name a few. We are having a
blast counting down to Christmas!

CORONAVIRUS REMINDER

If someone in your house has Covid or suspects they have it, please call Mrs. Fink, the school nurse, and speak with her
before sending your student to school. The quarantine guidance is different, if exposure occurs outside school.
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Bud Paquelet

Charlene Paquelet
FuNeraL DIRECTORS

AQUELET

FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATORY

* More affordable
¢ Pre-arrangements

Joe Paquelet

* Family-owned
¢ Cremation services

Massillon - 833-3222

*Larry J. Paul Glenn Dumoulin ~ * Carol Harting

DEEONETY

PATTY & TOOTS CARFDLE
I3- BE3-E4DE

BATTY S SHu i« RO0-EF-Oke

EARMOLARFLOWERECEM

DOMENICO
CONCRETE

Traditional and Decorative
Color Stamped Concrete

330.458.9243

Domenico Davide
g ionisro Canton, OH 44718

domenicoconcrete.com

Family Owned and operated since 1968

Professional Tree Service & Landscaping

- HAYMAKER
o] TREE AND

LAWN

330-499-5037
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Fully Insured
Free Estimates

Schedule your FREE ESTIMATE
for Spring Tree and
Landscape work now!

Southway Fence Co.

ESTABLISHED 1974

COMMERCIAL = RESIDENTIAL = INDUSTRIAL
5156 Southway St. SW
Canton, OH 44706
330-477-5251

www.southwayfence.com

5605 Erie Ave. SW ¢ Navarre

(330) 879-2142
www.navarrevillage.com

Santangelo’s

Party Center

1008-9th St SW - Massillon, OH
330-834-0808

Thank you for considering
us for your special event!

*unlicensed associates

el BEEE
Ty » Sibbsesenning * Tanedtios
4208 Lincoln Way East
Massillon, Ohio 44646
(330} 477-3479
stahlhebers@aol.com

_THIS SPACE IS

AvAILABLE

FREE

AD DESIGN

WITH PURCHASE

Liebermann’s
Bakery

49 1st Street, Massillon, Ohio
Phone: 833-4745

Parishioner

OF THIS SPACE

O AL
800.477 4574

l

A Minderiy aff the

ol MERCY

MEDICAL CENTER

Visit CantonMercy.org

Saters of Charily Health Sysiem

PROGRESSIVE
—AUTO GROUP—

::h’ CHEVROLET

330-833-8564

Shaun P. Doherty, DDS

This
Space

THE ULTIMATE IN COLLISION REPAIR
11969 Lincoln Way W., Massillon, OH 44647

Bus.: (330) 832-3043

917 W. Tuscarawas St., Canton

330-479-9088

annemariesfinejewelry@yahoo.com

Daniel J. Paulus, DDS LET US -‘-jj::.‘..'.e:-:anaw 1S
2860 Lincoln Way East eep &) maAan
Massilon, Ohio 44646 || PLACE YOUR ff o0 "0 o2 ccae A 11 bl
STARK 330833-GRIN (4746) « F 330-832-9928 AD HERE. vallable
Family Dentall www.massillosmiles.com
Home of the Tugger . !
& STANCATO'S Anne-Naie's KRAFT
FINE JEWELRY

e

40 Lincoln Way E * Massillon

PLUMBING

3 Generations of Quality

FAX: (330) 832-1251
Jcshn S)mncato annemariesfinejewelry.com (330) 880-0511 Ca" 837-5161
IOSNER # CARPET ONE @ B
CARPET - HARDWOOD - LUXURY VINYL TILE T 5
CERAMIC - AREA RUGS - INSTALLATION
GLASS Ambherst

4925 West Tuscarawas St. Canton

Across from Central Catholic High School

330-477-2231
www.HosnerCarpetOne.com

Auto « ResiDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
Stone CHip RepatRs « WINDSHIELDS » TABLETOPS
MIRRORS - SCREENS - STORMS
Thermo Units - Erc...
837-1147 -2907 Lincoln Way E.

Phone: 330.494.6653 * Fax: 330.494.6630
4774 Munson St, NW, Ste. 102, Canton, OH 44718

ohiooralandfacialsurgery.com

M e a d o w s

- Private Skilled Rehab

» Long-Term Care

@

HAMMER’S '
Rick CHAPIS @ Mararhon || HENZEL (&8 sviTH || - Assisted Living
ATTORNEY AT LAW ®  SERVICE '
Wills-Trusts-Estates-Probate — COMPLETE AUTO CARE — FgmingDe}l;igtsry 330-830-8500

2608 Lincoln Way West raig J. Henzel D.D.S.

330-833-6375 832.0310 Siea . S DD 1610 First St. N.E.
oo 220819 wiee _

~ Parishioner ~ gﬁil%aiTyF,ug“?glecl? www.drshenzelsmith.com Massillon, OH
4-E-5-4 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com H 14-0084/0



ETGER Oeer- Farndy

',vllgxy _ Massillon's Oldest Family Business
Heltger Services: Dignified
RAL SEKV[ & Personalized Regardless of Cost

EST 1889 pre Need Counseling Available

Massillon: 639 First St., N.E. (across from St. Mary’s)
(330) 833-3248

Jackson Twp.: 5850 Wales Ave., N.W.
330) 830 0148

www.heitger.com
Jeff, Cathi and Tommy Heitger* (parishioners) and Frank Gadd III

Heppig
Z

A AULTMAN

WWl%ElUlIIIl&[l.D[g

*Unlicensed Associate
'1" Federal Credit Union

Surprisingly Personal Service
- Best Place to Save,
. Only Place to Borrow!

1811 Whipple Ave NW - Canton
315 Sherban Court « Louisville

stjfcu.org | 330-478-8400

330.452.6601
www.AbbottElectric.com
State License #24665

Vi

Vi'elcome Baclk to Mass

Stay connecled to our foith communily no matter where ol are
by signing up to get owr bulletin delivered stroight to your emoil!

PIMPHRH I-l.-'\.M]'L & _FiRST _
SURANG & Commonwealth Bank
o TETE Trvwes f b -
956 1st St N.E.
Massillon, OH
Janet L. Hamel/Rep. of ERIE Insurance
Kendra Nasvadli

837-3848

fcban lc:.il'l:',__;.l;'l. I
800-711-BANK

Parishioner

Jeff Mallette, D.D.S. = (330) 479-8646

General Dentistry LT
Restorative » Cosmetic Affordable
Implants = Spectacular Smiles Care

www.dr e

John C. Roseman Jr.D.P.M.
Podiatric Physician & Surgeon
Parishioner

£ A Medical and Surgical Treatment
4 of the Foot and Ankle

=0 —§=- 323 Marion Ave.. NW, Ste. 101

* Massillon, Ohio 44646

5 (330) 837-2700

LINDER
GARAGE DOOR

SALES ® SERVICE ® |NSTALIATION NEREN Y E m-r

Ziegler Tire is proud of its past, excited aboums

C a | | ‘J Oy future, and confident in its continued success.

837'3929 www.zieglertire.com
REVIEW US ON GOOGLE

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Chris Reeves
creeves@4LPi.com or

TJ DILLON'S PUB

1911 Erie St. N Massillon, Ohio
330-832-0107

FULL MENU (CARRY OUT AVAILABLE)
DAILY SPECIALS
LISTED ON FACEBOOK
Mon-Fri doors open at 11:00am, Sat. at 9:30am
GUTSHALL FAMILY LOCALLY OWNED

to place an ad today!
(800) 477-4574 x6206

Our Services

C qu. In-r ¥ Skilled Nursing
. ¥ Physical Therapy
et B w Occupational Therapy
¥ Speech Therapy
¥ Home Health Aides

Phone: 800-785-1255 ¥ Fax: 330-833-7328
www.completehcohio.com
Serving Carroll, Columbiana, Portage, Stark,
Summit, and Tuscarawas Counties

Keeping your homes, schools,
and businesses safe since 1981.

Security + Medical Monitoring
Home Automation « Video Surveillance

330-499-3555
www.ProTechSecurity.com

rolech

Dan & Laura McKimm
Parishioners

Flowers For All Occasions
We Deliver in Massillon,
Canton & No. Canton
7360 Wales Rd. N.W., =

Rt. 241-North Canton

Telephone 499-4

Parishioner

V&S
AUTO

Complete Auto Repair

(330) 837-9180
712 Wales Road N.E.
Massillon, OH 44646

UM

RESTORATION & SEALANTS; INC.

7349 Ravenna Ave., N.E.

P.O. Box 259
Louisville, OH 44641 (SR ETERAIUY

www.CoonRestoration.com

PASEIFERT

COMPANIES
Engineering ° IT Services
Massillon e 330-833-2700

www.seifert.com
Parishioners

WHISLER

PLUMBING

2521 Lincoln Way East
Massillon, Ohio 44646

FRIENDS & FAMiLY

“Bring @ fricnd ints the Family”
(330) 832-1371 » www.friendsandfamilycu.com
Main Office: 3920 Erie Street South
Nick Langenfeld, CEO ¢ Parishioner

THE K CLUB at Counal
The Massillon 554
Knights of Columbus

988 Cherry Rd. NW, Massillon OH 44647
330-837-9101 * massillonkofe554.0rg

HALL RENTALS - CATERING - DINNERS
Tues, Wed, Fri at 4pm

a2

;Hh"l-'FE-"I'M!"\".I

PLANNING
GROUPF. INC.

Need Help With Your Investments?

Jeffery I, Bricker
“Hﬂ-ﬁ?j mun

$2 OFF any large pizza or 12 pc. chicken .
order or 2 dozen hot wings

T m

. 832:2242 |
E 915 Amherst :

s g e mrad F . g MmO B, (11
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For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

* Paid Training
* Some Travel
* Work-Life Balance

* Full-Time with Benefits
* Senve Your Community

IBj

Contact us at careers@4|pi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

14-0084/0



