
 

 
 

 

Fr. Greg Piatt,  
Administrator 

 
 

MASSES  
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. 
Thursday 12 p.m. 
Saturday 4 p.m. 

Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

 
MASSES ONLINE 

www.stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Facebook: StJohnXXIIIRedford  

 
EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

Tuesdays 9:30am until  
time of Benediction  

 
BENEDICTION 
Tuesday: 7 p.m. 

 

MAY 24, 2020 



WEEKLY PRAYER 
READINGS 
SUN 5/24: ACTS 1:1-11/PS 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/EPH 1:17-

23/MT 28:16-20 
MON 5/25: ACTS 19:1-8/PS 68:2-3AB, 4-5ACD, 6-7AB 

[33A]/JN 16:29-33 
TUE 5/26: ACTS 20:17-27/PS 68:10-11, 20-21 [33A]/JN 

17:1-11A 
WED 5/27: ACTS 20:28-38/PS 68:29-30, 33-35A, 35BC-

36AB [33A]/JN 17:11B-19 
THU 5/28: ACTS 22:30; 23:6-11/PS 16:1-2A AND 5, 7-8, 9-

10, 11 [1]/JN 17:20-26 
FRI 5/29: ACTS 25:13B-21/PS 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20AB 

[19A]/JN 21:15-19 
SAT 5/30: ACTS 28:16-20, 30-31/PS 11:4, 5 AND 7 [CF. 

7B]/JN 21:20-25 
SUN 5/31: ACTS 2:1-11/PS 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 [CF. 

30]/1 COR 12:3B-7, 12-13/JN 20:19-23 
 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK 
SUN 5/24: The Ascension of the Lord  
 7th Sunday of Easter  
 World Communications Day  
MON 5/25: St. Bede the Venerable, Priest and Doctor of the 

Church; St. Gregory VII, Pope; St. Mary 
Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin 

 Memorial Day 
TUE 5/26: St. Philip Neri, Priest  
WED 5/27: St. Augustine, Archbishop of Canterbury 
THU 5/28: The Ascension of the Lord  
FRI 5/29: St. Ursula Ledóchowska, Foundress of the 

Congregation of the Ursuline Sisters of the 
Agonizing Heart of Jesus 

SAT 5/30: St. Joan of Arc, Virgin 
SUN 5/31: Pentecost Sunday  
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
SAT 5/23 Matthew Moffitt By Renee & Fred Schneider 
 Teresa Quinn By Bernadine Krol 
 Anna Saxby by Husband, WIlliam Saxby  
SUN 5/24 The Parishioners of St. John XXIII 
TUE 5/26 Ted, Richard and Mary 
 
  

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Pray for all who are on our parish prayer request list. 
 

Pray for our priests, nuns, and those who do God’s work. 
 

Remember in your prayers all those affected by the 
coronavirus throughout the world. 
 

Pray for our faithful departed 
 Raquel Alcala  



AGGIORNAMENTO! 
By Fr. Greg 

Now that St. John XXIII Parish is open for 
public Masses, things aren’t the way they were 
before the stay at home orders. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has changed our 
lives, our economy, our ways of worship. Next 
weekend, expect to hear about changes with 
parishes in the Archdiocese. . More to come. 

One way this pandemic is affecting St. John 
XXIII is that under the current indoor social 
distancing directives our church is extremely 
limited with our church seating. We have about 
40 spots or about 12 percent of our total 
seating. And that could be less if only one 
person sits in spots that could accommodate 
two or four people from the same household. 

I ask you to be patient and not get angry when 
we reach our seating limits, especially if you get 
left out because of a lack of spots. And please 
don’t get angry if you don’t have a mask and 
aren’t allowed in the church. Everybody in the 
congregation must wear a mask. The only 
mask exemption is clergy and other ministers 
when they are up on the altar or reading from 
the ambo. The cantor is also exempt when 
singing from the choir area. 

Gloves are not required however if you do 
wear gloves you can only receive the Eucharist 
without gloves on your hand. The Eucharist can 
only be received on a bare hand. 

Next weekend, Pentecost, we will have the 4 
p.m. Saturday Mass and the 9:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass in the church. As I said, earlier the seating 
will be limited, especially the Sunday Mass. It’s 
at that Mass we will bring into the Church the 
three people in our RCIA program. Their family 
and friends will have a preference for seating at 
the 9:30 a.m. Mass. 

Although we will have two Masses next 
weekend in the church, we will also have a 
Pentecost Mass airing on the parish website, 
Facebook page and YouTube channel.  

We will continue to have Mass online since all 
the faithful in the Archdiocese of Detroit are 
dispensed from the Sunday obligation at least 
until Labor Day. And those older than 65 or with 
compromised health should stay home. If you 
are sick or taking care of someone who is ill, 

MASS 
SCHEDULE 

SAT 5/23: 4 p.m. 
 Outdoors  
 

TUE 5/26: 9:30 a.m. 
 Church 
 

THU 5/28: 12 p.m. 
 Church 
 

SAT 5/30: 4 p.m. 
 Church 
 

SUN 5/31: 9:30 a.m. 
 Church 

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION AT 
ST. JOHN XXIII  

PARISH 
 

 
Following  
Tuesday’s  
9:30 a.m.  
Weekday  

Mass 

ST. JOHN XXIII MASSES  
LIVE STREAM  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

www.stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Facebook: StJohnXXIIIRedford  

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 



ALL THINGS CATHOLIC 
By Fr. Greg 

This weekend we are celebrating 
Our Lord’s Ascension, and it is an 
important feast in that our Lord 
physically leaves the earth and 
leaves us only with His Eucharistic 
presence. 

One long time custom in the 
Church is that the Easter Candle is 
extinguished after the Gospel is 
read on Ascension. The Paschal 
Candle represents the Risen Christ 
as the Light of the World, and 

extinguishing the candle represents 
Jesus leaving this world to return to 
the Father. 

Furthermore, it is on Mount Olivet 
just before Jesus ascends that He 
gives us His Great Commission to 
spread the Gospel to everyone and 
baptize people in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. 

With the Great Commission, all 
disciples are “sent to bring Jesus’ 
message of love and mercy to all 
corners of the earth,” Pope Francis 
said in 2018. 

“This feast contains two elements,’ 
the Holy Father said, according to 
the Zenit News Agency. “On one 
hand, it directs our look to Heaven, 
where Jesus, glorified, is seated at 
the right hand of God. 

The other, recalls the beginning of 
the Church’s mission: why? 
Because Jesus has risen and 
ascended into Heaven sends His 
disciples to spread the Gospel 
throughout the world; therefore, the 
Ascension exhorts us to raise our 
gaze to Heaven, to then turn it back 
immediately to earth, carrying out 
the tasks that the Risen Lord has 
entrusted to us, the pope 
explained.` 

The mission of the Church is 
“boundless” and beyond “human 
strength,” Pope Francis added. 
And He entrusted it to a few 
“simple men without great 
intellectual capacities.” 

The mission, however, entrusted 
by Jesus to the Apostles has been 
carried out through the centuries, 
and it continues still today, the 
pope added. 

“Each (Christian), in fact, by dint of 
the Baptism (they) received, is 
qualified on (their) part to proclaim 
the Gospel,” Pope Francis said. 
“It’s, in fact, Baptism that qualifies 
us and also drives us to be 
missionaries, to proclaim the 
Gospel.” 

The Risen Christ sent His Apostles 
with the strength of the Holy Spirit, 

the pope said. “So today, He sends 
all of us, with the same strength, to 
put concrete and visible signs of 
hope; because Jesus gives us 
hope.” 

The feast of Ascension is an 
ancient feast, first mentioned in the 
middle of the 4th Century. By the 
end of the 4th Century, it was 
universally celebrated in the whole 
Church. St. Augustine of Hippo, a 
doctor of the Church, attributes the 
feast’s origins to the Apostles. 
Throughout the early centuries of 
the Church, the feast was 
celebrated by processions and the 
reading of the Scripture passage 
about the Ascension. 

In later years in churches in 
Central Europe, priests hoisted a 
Cross high in the church while the 
congregation sang a hymn about 
Jesus returning to the Father. By 
the 13th and 14th Centuries, it 
developed into church plays 
depicting the Ascension. It was 
then popular to hoist a statue of the 
Risen Christ up to a hole in the 
church’s ceiling, called the Holy 
Spirit hole—the hole where the 
Paraclete descends. As the statue 
was raised, people would stand 
with their arms outstretched, 
singing hymns. 

In some churches, as the statue of 
Jesus rose past the Holy Spirit 
hole. Roses, lilies and 
unconsecrated wafers would fall 
from the hole. Children would then 
collect the flowers and wafers and 
take them home. 

The flowers represented the seven 
gifts of the Holy Spirit, and the 
wafers represented the presence of 
the Eucharistic Christ. 

When the parishioners returned 
home, it was then customary to eat 
a bird (pheasant, quail, partridges, 
etc.) for dinner because Christ flew 
to Heaven. 

Lastly, the difference between the 
Ascension and Our Lady’s 
Assumption is that the Ascension is 
an active act, while the Assumption 
is a passive act. 



REOPENING OUR PARISH 

AMID COVID-19 
• The dispensation from the Sunday obligation 

to attend Mass is granted to all the faithful 
through Sunday, September 6, 2020. 
Although dispensed from their Sunday Mass 
obligation, the faithful must observe the 
Lord’s Day by spending time in prayer and 
Scripture on Sunday and to make a spiritual 
communion.  

• Until further notice, St. John XXIII Parish will 
continue to record and post on Saturday a 
Mass on our website, Facebook page and on 
our YouTube Channel  

• The CDC recommends those 65 and older, 
with a compromised health condition or 
caring for the sick, should stay home. 
Anyone who is ill, has a temperature, cough, 
and other symptoms, needs to stay home.  

• Physical distancing will be observed and 
signified by signs, tape, or other means. This 
includes both indoor and outdoor areas. 

• Masses offered indoors will be limited to 
about 40 spots. Those living in the same 
household may sit together without 
distancing.  

• Cloth face coverings (masks) are to be worn 
by everyone approaching and inside the 
church (except for those under 2 years old).  

• Collection baskets will not be passed. There 
will be offertory stations where you can drop 
your envelope. Just a reminder you can 
create an online giving account at 
www.osvonlinegiving.com/4663. 

• Holy Water and Baptismal fonts will remain 
empty.  

• The Sign of Peace will be omitted.  

• Communion: 

• Please use hand sanitizer before 
receiving Communion.  

• Those in line for Holy Communion should 
maintain a 6’ distance between each 
other and those in the pews.  

• No gloves are to be worn when receiving 
Communion. 

• The Precious Blood will not be offered. 

• As you approach to receive Communion, 
stop at the 6-foot marker. Say your 
“Amen” response, lower your mask and 
step forward to receive. Then, replace 
your mask and be seated. 

PENTECOST 

SUNDAY 
On Pentecost May 

30 and 31, we will 
have both the 4 p.m. 
Saturday Mass and 
one Sunday Mass at 
9:30 a.m. (please note 
the time change) in 
the church.  

 
At the Sunday Mass 

that weekend, the 
three people from the 
RCIA program will be 
brought into the 
Catholic Church. 
Families and friends of 
the three will be given 
first priority on 
seating. 

stay at home. 

Finally, as we are limited with our seating in 
the church, we are planning on having at least 
one outdoor Mass each weekend in June. The 
outdoor Masses allow more people to attend 
Mass than in the church. 

+++ 

The 2019 CSA window closes soon, and this 
is a reminder if you have pledged but have not 
donated yet, please do so soon. We are very 
close to our target, and I want to thank those 
who have given. 

 

AGGIORNAMENTO CONTINUED 



QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
We invite you to reflect and  

respond to scripture  
 

First Reading 
The story of the Church as recorded in the Acts of the 

Apostles begins with Jesus’ final instructions and the 
Apostles’ witness of his ascension into heaven.  

 

What role does the ascension of Jesus play in your 
understanding of “Church?” 
 

Second Reading 
Paul speaks of the unity of the church using the 

metaphor of the “body” of Christ.  
 

Where do you see the Church most united today? 
 

Gospel Reading 
Prior to his ascension, Jesus’ promise to the disciples 

was his abiding presence “until the end of the age.”  
 

When do you experience Jesus most present to you? 

Clark DeKett 
Marcia Allen 
John Rendzio 
Jennifer Fairgrieve 
Gary Danhoff 
Amanda O'Malley 
Coral Pettibone 
Connie Richart 
Cheryl Roza 
Thomas Studzinski 
Dorothy Boykin 
Gale Perkins 
Selina Cervantes 
Jaclyn Kurc 
Ann Caruso 
John Galdes 
Carrie Ryckman 
Margaret Hessling 
Joan Azeez 
Joseph Adamowicz 
Dawn Griffin 

Thomas Liptak 
Donna Woike 
Lee Frank 
Clarence Guilbault 
Frank Munoz 
Danielle Cadeau 
Zigment Kucharek 
Bernard Skotzke 
Debra Hendricks 
Art Wolnowski 
Mark Denton 
Marca Pettibone 
Evelyn Sims 
Joseph Howe 
Julie O'Malley 
Suzanne Legowsky 
Catherine Rodgers 
Mary Burns 
Susan Meyer 
Matthew Hauser 
Kathleen Bell 



STEWARDSHIP 
Three Ways to Give 

In Person ~ By Mail ~ Online 
Our parish is grateful for your continued 

support at this time. Create an online giving 
account at www.osvonlinegiving.com/4663. The 
link is also on our parish website. Thank you! 
 

MAY 17 
90 Envelopes ........................................ $3,965.00 
Loose .......................................................... $46.44 
10 E-Envelopes ....................................... $488.00 
Easter ........................................................ $120.00 
Utilities/Maintenance .............................. $192.00 
Total ................................................ $4,811.44 
 

KROGER REWARDS 
FEB. 1 - APR. 30 
Participating Households ................................... 27 
Total Donations .......................................... $ 67.94 
 

Kroger donates annually to participating 
organizations based on your percentage of 
spending as it relates to the total spending 
associated with all participating Kroger 
Community Rewards organizations.  

 
1. Sign in to your digital account. 
2. Enter ’JT036’ to support St. John XXIII 

parish. 
3. Click “Save”. 

PEACE & 

JUSTICE 
For the kingdom of 

God is not food and 
drink but 
righteousness and 
peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit. Romans 14:17 

 
The United Nations celebrated May 16 as the 

International Day of Living Together in Peace. 
Peace is more than the absence of war. Peace 
involves harmony and caring for one another. At 
times like these, it means making sacrifices for 
the common good. 

 
St. John XXIII wrote the following prayer for 

peace: "Lord Jesus Christ, who is called the 
Prince of Peace, who is yourself our peace and 
reconciliation, who so often said, 'Peace to you,' 
grant us peace. Make all men and women 
witnesses of truth, justice, and brotherly love. 
Banish from their hearts whatever might 
endanger peace. Enlighten our rulers that they 
may guarantee and defend the great gift of 
peace. May all peoples of the earth become as 
brothers and sisters. May longed-for peace 
blossom forth and reign always over us all." 







ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH 
100 Beech Daly Rd., Redford, MI 48239 

(248) 800-6081 
www.stjohnxxiiiredford.org  

office@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Father Gregory Piatt, Administrator 

Fr.Greg@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Laura Scanlan, Pastoral Associate 

Laura.Scanlan@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Steve Morello, Deacon 

deacon.steve@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Linda Hudy, Secretary 
 Linda.Hudy@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Frank Munoz, Maintenance 
 Maintenance@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Therese Oldani, Music Director 
Colette Renaud-Maher, Bulletin 
 stjohnxxiiibulletin@gmail.com 
 

COUNCILS & LEADERSHIP 
Finance Council: Jim Allan, Jim Francis, Michelle 
Poisson, Cheryl Roza, Fred Schneider & Jack 
Templin. 
Parish Council: Mark Cochran, Denise Zuzow-
DeKett, Maureen Franklin, Lynn Lamb, Chuck 
Sudekum & Jim Vote. 
Parish Leadership Team: Pam Condron, Shane 
Foley, Maureen Franklin, George Salloum & Fred 
Schneider. 
 

Please email stjohnxxiiibulletin@gmail.com with 
your submissions by Mondays at 9 am.  

LET GO & LET GOD! 
By Laura Scanlan 

St. Luke is the 
author of both the 
Acts of the 
Apostles and the 
Gospel of Luke. 
He tells 
Theophilus (one 
who loves God) 
that in his Gospel, 

he wrote about the life of Jesus until he was 
taken up into heaven “…after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles who he 
had chosen.” Jesus encouraged them not to 
leave Jerusalem until the spirit he promised 
comes. 

As they are gathering together, the apostles 
ask Jesus if he was currently going to restore 
the kingdom of Israel. He tells them, “…It is not 
for you to know the times or seasons that the 
Father has established by his own authority.”  
But “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses 
in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” After Jesus said 
this, he was taken from their sights. The 
Apostles just stood there looking up to the sky 
when two men appeared beside them wearing 
white garments. These men asked the apostles, 
“Men of Galilee, why are you standing there 
looking at the sky? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will return in the 
same way as you have seen him going into 
heaven.” The apostles go back to Jerusalem 
and return to the upper room to wait for the 
promised Jesus spoke of. 

The Gospel of Matthew describes a different 
scene for Jesus’ Ascension into Heaven. The 
Apostles go to the mountain that Jesus told 
them to go. “When they saw him, they 
worshiped, but they doubted.”  

Although the apostles believed that Jesus was 
the Messiah, they did not understand it. Despite 
this imperfect faith, Jesus sends the eleven into 
the world. He instructs them to “Go, therefore, 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you.” This is our 
command also to spread the Word of God. This 
is evangelization. We are not alone as he 
promised to be with us until the end of time.  
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Joyview 
Meat Market 
FULL LINE FRESH MEATS

Homemade Kielbasa
Kowalski - Luncheon Meats

Old Fashioned Bakery
23822 Joy Rd., E. of Telegraph

534-1585
www.joyviewmeats.com

Parishioner

(313) 255-5063
  MIKE’S

PLUMBING
Complete Plumbing

Sewer and Drain Cleaning
MICHAEL J. WOOD, Master Plumber

 Scotty
	 Simpson’s
 FISH & CHIPS

2 Dining Room
Fast Carry Out

313-533-0950
22200 Fenkell

2 blocks West of Lahser

Charles R. Step
Funeral Home &

Cremation Services

18425 Beech Daly Rd.
(313) 531-1888

DIRECTORS
Charles R. Step (2014)

Charles J. Step
Monty S. Wulff

  25450 Plymouth Road
 Redford, MI 48239

 313-937-3670
 harryjwillfuneralhome.com      

Tracy Spiess, MGR

Livonia & Wayne Chapels

DON’S PLUMBING
313-255-1199

Expert Plumbing Sewer
& Drain Cleaning

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER
Donald J. Wood
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 JOHN WOOD
 PLUMBING

313-255-2299
Fast Professional Service

Expert Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Lic. Master Plumber
Reasonable Rates

www.johnwoodplumbingllc.com

 TEMPLIN HEATING
 FURNACE  
 TUNE UP
 WITH THIS AD $85
 $20 Savings
  Ask about our Club Plan

(313) 618-0647
www.templinheating.com

Discounts for New Equipment
Heating & Cooling • Service & Installation

Comfort's Place
Affordable Spay & Neuter Clinic

for Dogs, Cats (Including Feral Cats)
and Bunnies.

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
 Call or Email: 313-329-5757
 comfortsplaceappointments@gmail.com

 "For Their Health.
 For Your Peace of Mind." 

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
24 Hr. Emergency Service

313-558-8757

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

For generations, families have preferred 
our funeral home, 

it’s a preference built on family service.

L.J. GRIFFIN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Service - A Family Tradition”

Traditional & Cremation Services
734-522-9400

7707 Middlebelt Rd. at Ann Arbor Trail
Parish Member

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
DPolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

– Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1919 –

 TurowskiFuneralHome.com

100 Y EARS

734.525.9020
30200 Five Mile Rd, Livonia

Director Todd N. Turowski

734.453.3008
45100 Warren Rd, Canton

Director Leonard A. Turowski, Jr.


