
 

 
 

 

Fr. Greg Piatt, 
Pastor 

 
MASSES  

Tuesdays 9:30 a.m. 
Thursdays 12 p.m. 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 

Sundays 9:30 a.m. 
 

MASSES ONLINE 
Weekend Mass livestream and 

recorded on Saturdays at 4 p.m. 
 

www.stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Facebook: StJohnXXIIIRedford  

 

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

Tuesdays after 9:30 Mass until 
time of Benediction at 7 p.m.  

 

BENEDICTION 
Tuesday: 7 p.m. 

 

JULY 19, 2020 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
SAT 7/18   Karen Marchuck By Diane Urbanik 
  Richard Katina By Wife, Mary Ann 
SUN 7/19   Mary Ellen Allen By Marcia Allen 
   Victor Dazbaz By Family 
   Jean Papcun By Husband, Jim 
TUE 7/21   The Parishioners of St. John XXIII  
THU 7/23   Cecelia (Sally) Tencza (2nd Anniversary) By  
 Daughters, Nancy & Lorraine & Family & Friends 
SAT 7/25    The Parishioners of St. John XXIII   
SUN 7/26   Ted, Richard and Mary 

 Dorothy Halse (1st Anniversary) By The Altar 
Society and Family 

 Victor “Bill” Caruso By Wife, Ann 
 Theresa Poma By Mom, Ann Caruso 
 Loretta James By Sister, Ann Caruso 

 
READINGS 
MON 7/20: MI 6:1-4, 6-8/PS 50:5-6, 8-9, 16BC-17, 21 AND 

23 [23B]/MT 12:38-42 
TUE 7/21: MI 7:14-15, 18-20/PS 85:2-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8A]/MT 

12:46-50 
WED 7/22: SG 3:1-4B OR 2 COR 5:14-17/PS 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8

-9 [2]/JN 20:1-2, 11-18 
THU 7/23: JER 2:1-3, 7-8, 12-13/PS 36:6-7AB, 8-9, 10-11 

[10A]/MT 13:10-17 
FRI 7/24: JER 3:14-17/JER 31:10, 11-12ABCD, 13 [CF. 

10D]/MT 13:18-23 
SAT 7/25: 2 COR 4:7-15/PS 126:1BC-2AB, 2CD-3, 4-5, 6 

[5]/MT 20:20-28 
SUN 7/26: 1 KGS 3:5, 7-12/PS 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 

129-130 [97A]/ROM 8:28-30/MT 13:44-52 OR 
13:44-46 

 
OBSERVANCES  
MON 7/20 St. Apollinaris, Bishop and Martyr  
TUE 7/21 St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Doctor of the Church 
WED 7/22 St. Mary Magdalene  
THU 7/23 St. Bridget, Religious  
FRI 7/24 St. Sharbel Makhlūf, Priest  
SAT 7/25 St. James, Apostle  
SUN 7/26 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
 Remember in your prayers all those affected by the 

coronavirus throughout the world. 
 Pray for our priests, nuns, and those who do God’s work. 
 Joann Croskey, Sandra Godbout, and Evelyn Martin 

request your prayers, please pray for them and all who are 
on our prayer list.  

 Pray for John Casey, Kelly (Downs) Fox, Theresa 
Taraskavage, and all of our faithful departed.  
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AGGIORNAMENTO! 
By Fr. Greg 

In our world where they are 
tearing down outdoor statues, 
including those of religious figures 
in a modern form of Iconoclasm, 
St. John XXIII’s outdoor statues 
serve as a shrine, a peaceful place 
of prayer day or night for many. 

One of the things I find amazing is the many 
people who come to pray at the Jesus on the 
Cross and Mary statues daily in front of the 
Parish Office/ Rectory. This is right below my 
living quarters, and day and night, you will find 
people stopping there and doing some serious 
prayer, leaving some flowers, candles or prayer 
requests.  

It’s refreshing, and I feel proud to see all sorts 
of people, parishioners and others, who come 
and venerate the Crucifix and the Blessed 
Mother instead of vandalizing statues to erase 
history, culture or religious faith. 

Smashing of images, Iconoclasm, first 
happened in the 9th and 10th Centuries in the 
Eastern Church of Turkey and the Middle East. 
Iconoclasm was influenced by the rising growth 
in the region of Islam, which forbade images and 
was declared a heresy by the Catholic Church. 

Nowadays, Iconoclasm is considered the 
social belief in the importance of the destruction 
of icons and other images or monuments, most 
frequently for religious or political reasons, and 
refers to the destruction of images or hostility 
toward visual representations in general. 
We are blessed at St. John XXIII Parish to have 
some beautiful religious art that focuses our 
prayer and faith. 

I want to thank the Garden Angels (Renee, 
Therese, Jennifer, Nancy, Jean, and others) who 
tend this sacred space. They plant, water, weed 
and buy the flowers and plants out there to 
make it a beautiful prayer place for all who want 
to spend time with our Lord and Lady. 

The garden is there for everyone to enjoy its 
beauty, so don’t pick the flowers because when 
it happens, our Garden Angels, who want to 
make you happy with their work, become sad. 
And we all lose. 

ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH 
EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION  

 

 

Tuesdays 10:30 a.m. to 7p.m. 
followed by Benediction 

Open hours available  
for individuals & families 

JOIN US FOR LIVESTREAM &  
RECORDED MASSES ONLINE 

www.stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Facebook: StJohnXXIIIRedford  

MASS  
SCHEDULE 

 

SAT 7/18 4 p.m. 

SUN 7/19 9:30 a.m. 

TUE 7/21 No Mass or  
 Eucharistic Adoration 

THU 7/23 No Mass 

SAT 7/25 4 p.m. 

SUN 7/26 9:30 a.m. 
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ALL THINGS CATHOLIC 
By Fr. Greg 

SKEWED BY HISTORY, MARY MAGDALENE’S IDENTITY  
IS A LOVING DISCIPLE AT THE CROSS AND THE TOMB 

A few years ago, Pope 
Francis took a big step in 
honoring St. Mary Magdalene 
by upgrading her memorial to 
a major feast on the liturgical 
calendar. 

The Holy Father wanted to 
highlight Mary's relevance, 
who was a disciple who greatly 
loved Jesus with her whole 
being. 

The Vatican reaffirmed her as 
an "Apostle of the Apostles," a 
title first given her by St. 
Thomas Aquinas and meaning: 
"equal to the Apostles." 

Mary Magdalene is the first 
woman other than the Blessed 
Mother whose liturgical 
celebration has been raised to 
the rank of a feast, according 
to June 2016 story on the Mary 
Magdalene Feast upgrade by 
CRUX, a Catholic news 
website. 

Wednesday, the Catholic 
Church celebrates that Feast 
of St. Mary Magdalene, an 
extraordinary woman at the 
heart of the early Church. 

"It is women who are the first 
to meet the Risen One and 
bring the announcement that 
he is alive," Pope Francis said. 
Pope Francis added that Jesus' 
words to Mary Magdalene 

must also resound in our lives 
today: "Do not be afraid; go 
and announce" the 
Resurrection. 

There are many legends that 
link Mary Magdalene to the 
various women named Mary in 
the Gospel—the sister of 
Martha and Lazarus and the 
prostitute who poured 
expensive nard on Jesus' feet 
and wiped his feet with her 
hair. 

Despite Church history and 
scholars combining the three 
Marys into one, there are two 
Gospel passages where the 
identity of Mary Magdalene is 
not disputed. 

She's at the foot of the Cross, 
the Gospels tell us. 
Furthermore, Mary Magdalene 
was the first to encounter the 
Risen Jesus in the garden near 
His tomb on Easter morning. 

Through her tears, Mary 
recognizes Jesus when He 
calls her name. In this post-
Resurrection encounter, Christ 
shows us just how personal His 
relationship is with us. Pope 
Francis told pilgrims at the 
Vatican in May 2017, 
according to a Catholic News 
Agency report. 

"So that woman, who is the 
first to encounter Jesus...now 
has become an Apostle of the 
new and greatest hope," 
explained Pope Francis. He 
added that Mary becomes an 
Apostle of hope for the world 
by announcing the Lord's 
Resurrection. 

After finally realizing it is 
Jesus, Mary wants to embrace 

the Lord. In the letter written 
announcing the Feast upgrade 
by Archbishop Arthur Roche, 
Secretary of the Congregation 
for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments, 
the archbishop reflects on 
what this near embrace means 
for us today when Jesus told 
Mary not to cling to Him 
because he is now oriented to 
the heavenly Father. Then, 
Jesus invites Mary to bring the 
Good News to her brothers. 

"This is an important lesson 
for every disciple of Jesus 
Christ to neither seek human 
securities nor the vainglory of 
this world, but in faith to seek 
the living and risen Christ," 
Archbishop Roche explained. 

For the past 1,500 years, 
Western Christianity has 
identified Mary Magdalene with 
two other women in the New 
Testament. Some people today 
claim she was Jesus' wife. 
None of these are true, 
according to Holy Scripture. 

We know that Mary 
Magdalene loved Jesus and 
was a disciple who 
accompanied Him to the Cross 
and was the first witness of 
God's Divine Mercy on Easter 
morning. 

In a 2006 reflection on Mary 
Magdalene, Pope Benedict XVI 
wrote: "A disciple of Christ is 
one who, in the experience of 
human weakness, has had the 
humility to ask for his help, has 
been healed by him and has 
set out following closely after 
him, becoming a witness of the 
power of his merciful love that 
is stronger than sin and death." 
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WHAT’S NEW INSIDE ST. JOHN XXIII? 
Since the Covid-19 suspended Mass in March, we at St. John XXIII Parish have been making 

improvements to carry out our mission to bring Christ to you while attending the church and at 
home.  

 

We have written about the things before, but now you can see them pictured here like wall-
mounted cameras to broadcast the Mass on the Internet and the TV control equipment. Two TV 
monitors at the front of the church to display the Mass responses and hymns. In the parish hall, a 
large TV to display the Mass in the hall expands our seating. We added new LED lighting in the 
church and gathering space. We also hung a five-foot crucifix at the end of the gathering space, 
which quickly catches your attention when you enter St. John XXIII. 

 

Attend a Mass, and 
come and check out 
what we added to help 
you worship.  

 
We thank Jim 

Rembowicz for taking 
these photos.  

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading: The Jewish sage speaks of 
God as master of all who judges us with 
clemency and governs us with leniency. What 
are some areas of your life that make you 
grateful for a merciful God?  

 

Second Reading: Paul teaches the Christians 
in Rome that the Spirit helps us “to pray as we 
ought.” When do you find yourself most at 
prayer?  

 

Gospel Reading: We hear today a series of 
parables describing aspects of the kingdom of 
heaven: the parable of the weeds among the 
wheat, the parable of the mustard seed, and the 
parable of the yeast. What do you think makes 
Jesus’ parables such an effective method for 
teaching about the mystery of the kingdom of 
heaven?  
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SPOTLIGHT  
On Last Week’s Homily 

Jesus’ popular parable of a sower who scatters 
seed on the road, rocky ground, in a thorny 
thicket and good soil tells us the seed is the 
Gospel, which is packed with power, grace and 
salvation for us. 

For Jesus, it’s not that the seed is bad, but whether it 
sprouts and grows within our hearts, where the seed lands. 
The question is, what kind of soil is your heart? 
Is your heart a road, where the seed gets trampled and a 
spread in distraction? 

Do you have a stony heart, and don’t let the seed take root 
and reduce faith to fuzzy feelings and nice thoughts? 
Is your heart filled with thorns of distractions, addictions, 
contentiousness, worldly interests, or carnal drives that 
choke out the seed? 

At every Mass, we hear the Word of God. The question is, 
do we respond to and embrace it? Do we let it take root in 
our lives and grow our faith? 

But the sowing shouldn’t stop with a seed sprouting in our 
hearts. By our Baptism, we are all tasked by Christ to spread 
the seed of the Good News by word and example. This is 
what the Lord expects from us. 

Then, all you can do is sow the seed. After that, it’s up to 
the mysterious chemistry between the seed, soil and the 
Holy Spirit, who groans in our hearts. 

Finally, the point is that when the seed falls on the fertile 
ground, it sprouts and produces a great harvest of faith. Are 
you producing a harvest? 

St. Paul Knights of Columbus #2632 

2nd Annual Golf Outing  
Sunday, Aug. 16 at Rouge Park in Detroit 

 
7 a.m. Registration & 8 a.m. Shot Gun Start 

Four Person Scramble 
18-holes w/cart & meal - $75 per golfer 
Hot dogs, chips & beverages at the turn 

Cash prizes  - longest drive & closest to pin! 
 

Contact: Ron Bush at (734) 788-2233  

DON'T WAIT - CALL NOW! 
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Facebook Post  
of the Week 

PEACE & JUSTICE 
Men will praise the one who is 

liberal with food, and their testimony 
to his excellence is trustworthy. 
Sirach 31:23 

 

Bread for the World advocates on 
behalf of vulnerable communities 
throughout the world. Here in the 
United States, the organization 
supports an increase in 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program benefits during the current 
pandemic.  

 

Visit www.bread.org to send a 
message to Congress. As Pope 
Francis has said, “the time has 
come to eliminate inequalities, to 
heal the injustice that is 
undermining the health of the entire 
human family!” 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s 

Knights of  

Columbus  

Council#2632 

 
Congratulates 

Bill Perkins 
Knight of the Month  

for July  
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KROGER REWARDS 
Kroger donates annually to participating organizations 

based on your percentage of spending as it relates to the 
total spending associated with all participating Kroger 
Community Rewards organizations.  

 
1. Sign in to your digital account. 
2. Enter ’JT036’ to support St. John XXIII parish. 
3. Click “Save”. 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

Take hope in this phrase: “The Spirit comes to the aid of 
our weakness.” Romans 8:26  

 
While we may not like it much, sometimes, our discipleship 

causes us to reflect on our weaknesses. We have to set 
aside our pridefulness and admit that without God, we are 
nothing. This is why God sent the Holy Spirit to accompany 
us on the journey. Through the Holy Spirit, we each have 
particular gifts, but we don’t have ALL the gifts. The Holy 
Spirit, then, aids us in our areas of weakness. It is just as 
important, then, to be as aware of our weaknesses as we are 
of our gifts.  

 
Don’t shy away from those things that cause you anxiety! 

Instead, ask the Holy Spirit to come to your aid and provide 
guidance and consolation as you step out of your “comfort 
zone” and grow in your discipleship! Come, Holy Spirit, 
Come! 

STEWARDSHIP 
Three Ways to Give: In Person ~ By Mail ~ Online 

www.osvonlinegiving.com/4663 
JULY 12 
80 Envelopes ................................... $4,581 
Loose ................................................. $8125 
E-Envelopes ......................................... $540 
Utilities/Maintenance .......................... $212 
Total ............................................ $5,458 
 
 

CSA 2020 
Goal ................................................. $46,480 
 

Thank you for your continued support of St. John XXIII. 
Your contributions help us during this difficult time. May God 
bless you! 
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ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH 
GUIDELINES DURING COVID-19 

 Dispensation from the Sunday obligation to attend Mass 
is granted to all the faithful through Sept. 6.  

 Saturday Mass is livestreamed and recorded the on our 
website, Facebook page and on our YouTube Channel  

 The CDC recommends those 65 and older, with a 
compromised health condition or caring for the sick, 
should stay home. Anyone who is ill has a temperature, 
cough, and other symptoms need to stay home.  

 Physical distancing, indoors and outdoors, is signified 
by signs, tape, or painted Xs on the parking lot surface. 

 Seating in the church is limited to every other pew. 
There is expanded seating in the parish hall where you 
will be able to see the Mass on a TV and receive the 
Eucharist. 

 Those living in the same household may sit together 
without distancing. Cloth masks must be worn by 
everyone, except for those under two years old. 

 Two TVs have replaced the hymnals/missals for the 
Mass’ music and other responses. 

 There are offertory stations where you may drop your 
envelope or create an online giving account at 
www.osvonlinegiving.com/4663. 

 Holy Water and Baptismal fonts remain empty.  
 The Sign of Peace is omitted.  
 Communion: The Precious Blood is not offered. Please 

use hand sanitizer/no gloves. As you approach to 
receive Communion, maintain social distance, stop at 
the 6-foot marker, say your “Amen” response, lower 
your mask and step forward to receive. Then, replace 
your mask and be seated. 

 Non-liturgical gatherings (i.e. meetings and events), up 
to 10 people, are permitted indoors with strict health/
safety guidelines & masks. Non-liturgical gatherings, up 
to 100 people, are permitted outdoors. 

 Wash & Pray! It takes exactly as long to say the Lord’s 
Prayer as the amount of time the CDC has 
recommended washing your hands. 

WE ARE 
STILL FAMILY 

 
Navigating COVID-19 

TOGETHER 
 

St. John XXIII Parish 
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ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH 
12100 Beech Daly Rd., Redford, MI 48239 

(248) 800-6081 
www.stjohnxxiiiredford.org  

office@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Father Gregory Piatt, Pastor 

Fr.Greg@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Laura Scanlan, Pastoral Associate 

Laura.Scanlan@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Steve Morello, Deacon 

deacon.steve@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Linda Hudy, Secretary 
 Linda.Hudy@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Frank Munoz, Maintenance 
 Maintenance@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Therese Oldani, Music Minister 
Colette Renaud-Maher, Bulletin 
 stjohnxxiiibulletin@gmail.com 
 

COUNCILS & LEADERSHIP 
Finance Council: Jim Allan, Jim Francis, Michelle 
Poisson, Cheryl Roza, Fred Schneider & Jack 
Templin. 
Parish Council: Mark Cochran, Denise Zuzow-
DeKett, Maureen Franklin, Lynn Lamb, Chuck 
Sudekum & Jim Vote. 
Parish Leadership Team: Pam Condron, Shane 
Foley, Maureen Franklin, George Salloum. 
 

Please email stjohnxxiiibulletin@gmail.com with 
your submissions by Mondays at 9 am.  

LET GO & LET GOD! 
By Laura Scanlan 

All three readings today speak of God’s 
mercy.  In the reading from Wisdom, we are told 
that God is powerful and mighty and governs us 
“…with much lenience.”  God shows his might 
and power to people who do not believe in him.  
God’s might is a source of justice.  God is just 
and kind and is open to repentance of our sins.  
God is secure in his sovereignty and power, but 
He is slow to anger. 
 

For the second reading, we continue in 
Chapter 8 of St. Paul’s letter to the Romans.  He 
is telling them that the glory that they are going 
to receive far out ways any suffering that they 
are experiencing now.  We are all in pain and 
long for eternal life, but we do not know what 
eternal life will look like.  Because of this, we do 
not know what to pray for.  Paul tells us that 
despite our ignorance and inability to express 
ourselves, God’s Spirit accompanies us by 
groaning in us and with us.  This groaning of the 
Spirit is praying for us, according to God’s will. 
This groaning is nothing less than the longing 
for eternal life. 

 

Again, this week Jesus is talking in parables.  
He is telling the people about the kingdom of 
heaven.  He tells the story of the man who 
sowed good seed, but during the night, an 
enemy sowed weeds all through the wheat.  
When the wheat began to grow, so did the 
weeds.  The man’s servants asked the man if 
they should remove the weeds from the field, 
but he said “no, if you pull up the weeds you 
might uproot the wheat along with them” wait 
until harvest time when the wheat and the 
weeds can be separated.  The weeds will be 
tied up in bundles and burnt “…but gather the 
wheat into the barn.” 
 

To truly understand this parable, one must 
look at the life of the Mediterranean society at 
that time, which was hostile and conflict-
oriented. That is why the landowner 
automatically said it was the work of an enemy 
(my weeds come up on their own.)  It was 
always thought that anything that went wrong 
for a family was the result of an enemy.  The 
enemy always wanted the family to look bad in 
the eyes of their neighbors.  However, this time 
because the landowner waited until the wheat 
was harvested and did not retaliate, he made his 
enemy look bad.  In a society dedicated to 
revenge, this was the lesson Jesus also wanted 
to teach the people. 
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Joyview 
Meat Market 
FULL LINE FRESH MEATS

Homemade Kielbasa
Kowalski - Luncheon Meats

Old Fashioned Bakery
23822 Joy Rd., E. of Telegraph

534-1585
www.joyviewmeats.com

Parishioner

(313) 255-5063
  MIKE’S

PLUMBING
Complete Plumbing

Sewer and Drain Cleaning
MICHAEL J. WOOD, Master Plumber

 Scotty
	 Simpson’s
 FISH & CHIPS

2 Dining Room
Fast Carry Out

313-533-0950
22200 Fenkell

2 blocks West of Lahser

Charles R. Step
Funeral Home &

Cremation Services

18425 Beech Daly Rd.
(313) 531-1888

DIRECTORS
Charles R. Step (2014)

Charles J. Step
Monty S. Wulff

  25450 Plymouth Road
 Redford, MI 48239

 313-937-3670
 harryjwillfuneralhome.com      

Tracy Spiess, MGR

Livonia & Wayne Chapels

DON’S PLUMBING
313-255-1199

Expert Plumbing Sewer
& Drain Cleaning

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER
Donald J. Wood
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 JOHN WOOD
 PLUMBING

313-255-2299
Fast Professional Service

Expert Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Lic. Master Plumber
Reasonable Rates

www.johnwoodplumbingllc.com

 TEMPLIN HEATING
 FURNACE  
 TUNE UP
 WITH THIS AD $85
 $20 Savings
  Ask about our Club Plan

(313) 618-0647
www.templinheating.com

Discounts for New Equipment
Heating & Cooling • Service & Installation

Comfort's Place
Affordable Spay & Neuter Clinic

for Dogs, Cats (Including Feral Cats)
and Bunnies.

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
 Call or Email: 313-329-5757
 comfortsplaceappointments@gmail.com

 "For Their Health.
 For Your Peace of Mind." 

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
24 Hr. Emergency Service

313-558-8757

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

For generations, families have preferred 
our funeral home, 

it’s a preference built on family service.

L.J. GRIFFIN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Service - A Family Tradition”

Traditional & Cremation Services
734-522-9400

7707 Middlebelt Rd. at Ann Arbor Trail
Parish Member

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
DPolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

– Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1919 –

 TurowskiFuneralHome.com

100 Y EARS

734.525.9020
30200 Five Mile Rd, Livonia

Director Todd N. Turowski

734.453.3008
45100 Warren Rd, Canton

Director Leonard A. Turowski, Jr.


