
 

 
 

 

Fr. Greg Piatt, 
Pastor 

 
MASSES  

Tuesdays 9:30 a.m. 
Thursdays 12 p.m. 
Saturdays 4 p.m. 

Sundays 9:30 a.m. 
 

MASSES ONLINE 
Weekend Mass livestream and 

recorded on Saturdays at 4 p.m. 
 

www.stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Facebook: StJohnXXIIIRedford  

 

EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION 

Tuesdays after 9:30 Mass until 
time of Benediction at 7 p.m.  

 

BENEDICTION 
Tuesday: 7 p.m. 

 

JULY 26, 2020 

About 50 family members and friends 
witnessed Fr. Greg baptize Henry Mark 
Kontos (top left) and Wyatt Samwell 
Cunningham (bottom left) last Sunday 
after the 9:30 a.m. Mass at St. John XXIII. 

 

Henry is the son of George and Emily 
(Cochran) Kontos. Wyatt is the son of 
Kurt and Rebecca (Rousseau) 
Cunningham. 

 

So far, four children have been 
baptized at St. John XXIII in 2020. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
SAT 7/25    The Parishioners of St. John XXIII 
SUN 7/26   Ted, Richard and Mary 

 Dorothy Halse (1st Anniversary) By The Altar 
Society and Family 

 Victor “Bill” Caruso By Wife, Ann 
 Theresa Poma By Mom, Ann Caruso 
 Loretta James By Sister, Ann Caruso 

TUE 7/28  The Parishioners of St. John XXIII  
THU 7/30  The Parishioners of St. John XXIII  
SAT 8/1  Paul Riopelle By Renee & Fred Schneider 

 Raquel Alcala By Ann Caruso 
 Anna Fairfield By Ann Caruso 
 Elia Harris by Ann Caruso 

SUN 8/2  Helen Paskievitch By Ralph & Diane Fernley  
 Frank Lubinski By Graziano Canini 

 
READINGS 
MON 7/27 JER 13:1-11/DT 32:18-19, 20, 21 [CF. 18A]/MT 

13:31-35 
TUE 7/28 JER 14:17-22/PS 79:8, 9, 11 AND 13 [9]/MT 13:36

-43 
WED 7/29 JER 15:10, 16-21/PS 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11 

[2]/JN 11:19-27 OR LK 10:38-42 
THU 7/30 JER 18:1-6/PS 146:1B-2, 3-4, 5-6AB [5A]/MT 

13:47-53 
FRI 7/31 JER 26:1-9/PS 69:5, 8-10, 14 [14C]/MT 13:54-58 
SAT 8/1 JER 26:11-16, 24/PS 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34 

[14C]/MT 14:1-12 
SUN 8/2 IS 55:1-3/PS 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 [CF. 16]/ROM 

8:35, 37-39/MT 14:13-2  
 

OBSERVANCES  
MON 7/27 St. Celestin I, Pope 
TUE 7/28 St. Victor I, Pope 
WED 7/29 St. Martha, Disciple of the Lord 
THU 7/30 St. Peter Chrysologus, Doctor of the Church  
FRI 7/31 St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest/Jesuits Founder 
SAT 8/1 St. Alphonsus Liguori, Doctor of the Church  
SUN 8/2 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
 Remember in your prayers all those affected by the 

coronavirus throughout the world. 
 Pray for our priests, nuns, and those who do God’s work. 
 Joann Croskey and Evelyn Martin request your prayers, 

please pray for them and all who are on our prayer list.  

 Pray for all of our faithful departed. The family of Carolyn 
May has informed us that her memorial service will be at 
the Gilead Baptist Church (12501 Telegraph Rd., Taylor, MI 
48180) on Saturday, Aug. 15 at 10:30 am. There will be no 
other memorial services for Carolyn May. 
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AGGIORNAMENTO! 
By Fr. Greg 

A number of parishioners have 
said they prefer the outdoor 
Masses at this time. And we will 
continue doing them. In fact, the 
next outdoor Mass will be 
Saturday, August 1, and there will 
be food afterwards. 

However, the setting up and breaking down is 
more labor intensive than if we celebrate Mass 
in church. In order to celebrate them, we need 
your help in setting up and then breaking it 
down. 

We usually get started at 11 a.m. and are done 
in an hour or hour and half. If you are working 
with the sound setup it could take a little longer. 
Then after Mass we break it down and put 
everything away. 

If you like this outdoor Mass, please consider 
giving us a hand on August 1 and in the future. 

+++ 

We recently added the 75-inch TV monitors in 
the front of the church because the Covid-19 
directives had us pull the missal/hymnals from 
the pews. We now display on the TVs the song 
lyrics and Mass responses. 

Since we invested in the TVs and the 
directives prohibit missals in the pews, we will 
not buy the Breaking Bread missals for the 
church this coming year. To fill the pews with 
Breaking Bread missals would cost about the 
same as the two TVs in the church. 

However, we know that you might like to read 
the Scripture passages or the Mass prayers for 
each week. So, if you would like your own 
Breaking Bread missal to bring to Mass, we will 
order you one or two or how many you would 
like for under $5.50 each. The exact price will 
be determined by how many missals we order. 

If you want your personal Breaking Bread 
missal please contact Laura or Linda at the 
parish office as soon as possible. We need to 
put our order in by Thursday, August 6. So don’t 
wait, put your order in now! 

But please remember to take your Breaking 
Bread home after each Mass because our 
cleaning and sanitizing procedure is to throw 
away anything left behind. 

ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH 
EUCHARISTIC  
ADORATION  

 

 

Tuesdays 10:30 a.m. to 7p.m. 
followed by Benediction 

Open hours available  
for individuals & families 

JOIN US FOR LIVESTREAM &  
RECORDED MASSES ONLINE 

www.stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Facebook: StJohnXXIIIRedford  

MASS  
SCHEDULE 

 

SAT 7/25  4 p.m., Church 

SUN 7/26  9:30 a.m., Church 

TUE 7/28  9:30 a.m. Church 

THU 7/30  12 p.m., Church 

SAT 8/1  4 p.m., Outdoors 

SUN 8/2  9:30 a.m., Church 

OUTDOOR MASS 
Saturday, August 1 at 4 p.m. 

Bring a chair and perhaps an umbrella for the sun. 
Masks are optional, but encouraged. 
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ALL THINGS CATHOLIC 
By Fr. Greg 

MARTHA'S UNWAVERING TRUST IN GOD COMES ABOUT BY PUTTING GOD FIRST 

The Gospels tell us about the 
special relationship Jesus had 
with Martha, her sister, and her 
brother when John’s Gospel 
writes: "Jesus loved Martha 
and Mary and Lazarus." 

On Wednesday, the Catholic 
Church honors St. Martha, and 
this column will examine her as 
we did last week with St. Mary 
Magdalene, who is often 
confused with Martha's sister 
Mary. 

The patron saint of cooks, 
waiters and servants, Martha 
lived in Bethany, a village a few 
miles from Jerusalem and 
today it's known as El-
Azariyeh, "the place of 
Lazarus." According to the 
Gospels, Jesus was a frequent 
guest at Martha's home, 
especially when He preached 
in Jerusalem. 

The Gospels tell us Martha 
was diligent and meticulous, 
and she was one of the first to 
believe in Jesus. 

It is in Luke's Gospel where 
Martha receives Jesus into her 
home and worries herself with 
serving Him, a worry her sister 
Mary—sitting and listening at 
the Lord's feet—doesn't share. 

Martha complains to Jesus 
that her sister is not helping. 
And our Lord replies: "Martha, 
Martha, you are anxious and 

worried about many 
things. There is need 
of only one thing. 
Mary has chosen the 
better part, and it will 
not be taken from 
her." 

With the overanxious 
Martha, Jesus 

emphasizes the importance of 
contemplating God before all 
things. 

Jesus helps Martha and us to 
understand that even 
praiseworthy work and 
Christian hospitality can 
obscure the spiritual life. Christ 
tells all disciples how important 
it is to nourish the spirit and 
listen to the Word of God 
because it is the Word of God 
that gives meaning to our lives, 
work and service to others. 

The Church recognizes 
through Martha a model of 
industriousness and service 
that should not be condemned, 
said Pope Benedict XVI about 
Martha in a 2012 Papal general 
audience at the Vatican. 
However, the emeritus pope 
added that daily life, work and 
service to others needs "to be 
also imbued with the spirit of 
contemplation." 

"Contemplation of God must 
be present," Pope Benedict 
said, according to the Vatican 
website. "We must not lose 
ourselves in pure activism but 
always let ourselves also be 
penetrated in our activities by 
the light of the word of God 
and thereby learn true charity, 
true service to others, which 
does not need many things…
but needs above all our 
heartfelt affection and the light 

of God." 

This story is an example of 
the life of external activity and 
the interior life of prayer. In the 
Christian life, neither should be 
lacking. 

In John's Gospel, we see in 
Martha after Lazarus' death, a 
display of strong faith, a total 
belief, a faith that does not 
hesitate or doubt. 

Martha has complete 
confidence in God, even in the 
face of what seems impossible. 
After Lazarus has been dead 
for a few days, Martha tells 
Jesus: "Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not 
have died. (But) even now, I 
know that whatever you ask of 
God, God will give you." 

Martha here shows us an 
unwavering belief in God.  

Jesus responds to her 
expression of faith by saying: 
"Your brother will rise." 

 Martha interjects: "I know he 
will rise, in the resurrection on 
the last day."  

Then, Jesus adds: "I am the 
resurrection and the life; 
whoever believes in me, even if 
he dies, will live, and everyone 
who lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe 
this?" 

"Yes, Lord, I have come to 
believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the 
one who is coming into the 
world," Martha replied. 

 Martha's answer is the 
essence of Christianity. In her 
simple answer, we learn the 
whole of the faith in a straight-
forward confession of belief. 
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KROGER REWARDS 
Kroger donates annually to 

participating organizations 
based on your percentage of 
spending as it relates to the 
total spending associated 
with all participating Kroger 
Community Rewards 
organizations.  

 
1. Sign in to your digital account. 
2. Enter ’JT036’ to support St. John XXIII 

parish. 
3. Click “Save”. 
 
 

AMAZON SMILE 
Amazon donates to our 
parish! No cost to you! 
Amazon donates one half of 
one per cent of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to our parish. 

 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon, you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service. 

 

Support our parish by starting your shopping 
at smile.amazon.com. On your first visit to 
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you are 
prompted to select our parish from a list of 
eligible organizations.  

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
 

First Reading:  
As a young man and new king of Israel, 

Solomon asks the Lord for the gift of wisdom. 
How do you exercise the virtue of wisdom in 
your daily life? 

 
Second Reading:  
How do you think Paul can assert with such 

certainty: “We know that all things work for 
good for those who love God”?  

 
Gospel Reading:  
Jesus offers several “end of the age” parables 

to the disciples: buried treasure and fine pearls 
(a priceless discovery) and the large catch of 
fish (an inclusive invitation). What do you think 
Jesus is teaching his disciples about the 
kingdom of heaven?  

Baptized on July 19, 2020 
By Rev. Gregory Piatt 

 

Wyatt Samwell 
Son of Kurt & Rebecca  

(Rousseau) Cunningham 
 

Henry Mark 
Son of George and Emily  

(Cochran) Kontos 

GARDEN ANGELS 
Our Garden Angels plant, create, and care for the 

St. John XXIII parish grounds for all parishioners to 
enjoy. In doing this we show the community the 
pride we hold for our parish as we use our time and 
gardening talent to honor and praise God in a visible 
way.  

 

Do you like to garden? Do you want to help 
beautify the parish grounds? Parishioners of all 
ages are invited to share their time and talents with 
the necessary social distancing and safety 
precautions.  

 
For more information please call the parish office 

at (248) 800-6081. 
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SPOTLIGHT  
On Last Week’s Homily 

If you do any gardening, you know your seeds 
grow along with the weeds. And unless you thin 
out the weeds, the weeds will intertangle with 
your plants. Then, when harvesting, the weeds 

and your crops come out together, needing to be separated, 
and the weeds burned, Jesus said in the Gospel. 
This agricultural parable of separating the weeds from the 
wheat reminds us of important truths about God, His Church 
and the world.  

The truth about God is that there will be a judgment and a 
reckoning for everyone in the end. And God’s justice is 
eminently fair and final. Since God’s judgment is final, at 
times throughout our lives, He will offer us a second chance. 
These second chances are God’s grace and an expression 
of His love. 

Secondly, the Gospel parable tells a truth about the 
Church. We are a Church of sinners called to be saints, and 
the Church primarily is a school of transformation. Just as a 
seed grows in soil, Christians grow holy in the Church. 
Lastly, today’s parable teaches us about the world. The 
wheat and weeds represent the powers of good and evil in 
the world. 

Evil is a personal being, a power that can destroy our world 
and not just an error, a mistake or an imperfection. Evil is 
present and growing in our world today. 
However, we shouldn’t focus on the weeds and neglect the 
wheat. For the wheat is the presence of Christ and God’s 
grace in our world. What will you be wheat or weeds? 
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Post of the Week 

St. Paul Knights  
of Columbus #2632 

 

2nd Annual  
Golf Outing  

 
Sunday, Aug. 16 at Rouge Park in Detroit 

 
7 a.m. Registration & 8 a.m. Shot Gun Start 

Four Person Scramble 
18-holes w/cart & meal - $75 per golfer 
Hot dogs, chips & beverages at the turn 

Cash prizes  - longest drive & closest to pin! 
 

Contact: Ron Bush at (734) 788-2233  

DON'T WAIT - CALL NOW! 
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTIONS 

What if God came to you in a dream and said, “Ask 
anything of me, and I will give it to you”? What would you ask 
for? Health for yourself or a loved one? More money or 
prestige? When King Solomon is presented with this 
opportunity, he demonstrates a true spirit of stewardship. 
Before making his request, Solomon acknowledges the 
blessings he has already received. Rather than asking for 
something that would benefit himself, he asks for an 
understanding heart that would allow him to rule with 
wisdom. Solomon requests a gift that will enable him to 
promote the good of others. In response, God gives Solomon 
wisdom and understanding in abundance — more than 
anyone ever has or ever will have again. God loves a humble 
and grateful heart, a heart that surrenders to his loving will. 
While it would be tempting to ask God for more temporal and 
self-serving things, let us remember that our stewardship is 
meant to serve God and His Kingdom. 

STEWARDSHIP 
Three Ways to Give: In Person ~ By Mail ~ Online 

www.osvonlinegiving.com/4663 
JULY 19 
77 Envelopes ................................... $2,434 
Loose .................................................... $145 
12 E-Envelopes ................................... $685 
Assumption .............................................. $1 
Utilities/Maintenance ............................ $26 
Total ............................................ $3,291 
 
 

CSA 2020 
Goal ................................................. $46,480 
 

Thank you for your continued support of St. John XXIII. 
Your contributions help us during this difficult time. May God 
bless you! 
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ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH 
GUIDELINES DURING COVID-19 

 Dispensation from the Sunday obligation to attend Mass 
is granted to all the faithful through Sept. 6.  

 Saturday Mass is livestreamed and recorded the on our 
website, Facebook page and on our YouTube Channel  

 The CDC recommends those 65 and older, with a 
compromised health condition or caring for the sick, 
should stay home. Anyone who is ill has a temperature, 
cough, and other symptoms need to stay home.  

 Physical distancing, indoors and outdoors, is signified 
by signs, tape, or painted Xs on the parking lot surface. 

 Seating in the church is limited to every other pew. 
There is expanded seating in the parish hall where you 
will be able to see the Mass on a TV and receive the 
Eucharist. 

 Those living in the same household may sit together 
without distancing. Cloth masks must be worn by 
everyone, except for those under two years old. 

 Two TVs have replaced the hymnals/missals for the 
Mass’ music and other responses. 

 There are offertory stations where you may drop your 
envelope or create an online giving account at 
www.osvonlinegiving.com/4663. 

 Holy Water and Baptismal fonts remain empty.  
 The Sign of Peace is omitted.  
 Communion: The Precious Blood is not offered. Please 

use hand sanitizer/no gloves. As you approach to 
receive Communion, maintain social distance, stop at 
the 6-foot marker, say your “Amen” response, lower 
your mask and step forward to receive. Then, replace 
your mask and be seated. 

 Non-liturgical gatherings (i.e. meetings and events), up 
to 10 people, are permitted indoors with strict health/
safety guidelines & masks. Non-liturgical gatherings, up 
to 100 people, are permitted outdoors. 

 Wash & Pray! It takes exactly as long to say the Lord’s 
Prayer as the amount of time the CDC has 
recommended washing your hands. 

WE ARE 
STILL FAMILY 

 
Navigating COVID-19 

TOGETHER 
 

St. John XXIII Parish 
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ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH 
12100 Beech Daly Rd., Redford, MI 48239 

(248) 800-6081 
www.stjohnxxiiiredford.org  

office@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
 

PASTORAL STAFF 
Father Gregory Piatt, Pastor 

Fr.Greg@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Laura Scanlan, Pastoral Associate 

Laura.Scanlan@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Steve Morello, Deacon 

deacon.steve@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
 

PARISH STAFF 
Linda Hudy, Secretary 
 Linda.Hudy@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Frank Munoz, Maintenance 
 Maintenance@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Therese Oldani, Music Minister 
Colette Renaud-Maher, Bulletin 
 stjohnxxiiibulletin@gmail.com 
 

COUNCILS & LEADERSHIP 
Finance Council: Jim Allan, Jim Francis, Michelle 
Poisson, Cheryl Roza, Fred Schneider & Jack 
Templin. 
Parish Council: Mark Cochran, Denise Zuzow-
DeKett, Maureen Franklin, Lynn Lamb, Chuck 
Sudekum & Jim Vote. 
Parish Leadership Team: Pam Condron, Shane 
Foley, Maureen Franklin, George Salloum. 
 

Please email stjohnxxiiibulletin@gmail.com with 
your submissions by Mondays at 9 am.  

LET GO & LET GOD! 
By Laura Scanlan 

This week’s first reading is one of the favorite 
stories of the Bible.  God appears to Solomon in 
a dream and asks him for anything he wishes, 
and it will be given to him.  God expects 
Solomon to ask for a long life for himself, or 
riches, or for the life of his enemies.  However, 
Solomon surprises God by asking for “…an 
understanding heart to judge people and 
distinguish right from wrong.”  How many of us 
would ask for what Solomon asked for, or would 
we ask for riches, a long life or defeat over our 
enemies?  Solomon was asking for what he 
needed to govern “…a people so vast that it 
cannot be numbered or counted.”   
  

Again, this week we continue in Chapter 8 of 
St. Paul’s letter to the Romans.  He is telling 
them that the glory that they are going to 
receive far out ways any suffering that they are 
experiencing now.  They are adopted children 
of God in Christ.  This has been the plan from 
the beginning.  It is established through 
obedience to Christ.  Those who are called to 
this glory are first justified, then one day will be 
gloried and spend eternity with Christ in 
heaven. 
 

Like St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, following 
Christ and entering the kingdom of heaven can 
be challenging, and we must persevere to 
obtain it.  Are we willing to give up everything to 
obtain the kingdom of heaven?  
If one understands the great value of the 
kingdom, one will give up whatever he must to 
obtain it.  The parable of casting the net into the 
sea to catch fish is like last week’s gospel about 
the wheat and the weeds.  When the fish are put 
on the shore, the good fish are put into a 
bucket, and the bad fish are burnt in the fiery 
furnace. 
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Joyview 
Meat Market 
FULL LINE FRESH MEATS

Homemade Kielbasa
Kowalski - Luncheon Meats

Old Fashioned Bakery
23822 Joy Rd., E. of Telegraph

534-1585
www.joyviewmeats.com

Parishioner

(313) 255-5063
  MIKE’S

PLUMBING
Complete Plumbing

Sewer and Drain Cleaning
MICHAEL J. WOOD, Master Plumber

 Scotty
	 Simpson’s
 FISH & CHIPS

2 Dining Room
Fast Carry Out

313-533-0950
22200 Fenkell

2 blocks West of Lahser

Charles R. Step
Funeral Home &

Cremation Services

18425 Beech Daly Rd.
(313) 531-1888

DIRECTORS
Charles R. Step (2014)

Charles J. Step
Monty S. Wulff

  25450 Plymouth Road
 Redford, MI 48239

 313-937-3670
 harryjwillfuneralhome.com      

Tracy Spiess, MGR

Livonia & Wayne Chapels

DON’S PLUMBING
313-255-1199

Expert Plumbing Sewer
& Drain Cleaning

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER
Donald J. Wood
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 JOHN WOOD
 PLUMBING

313-255-2299
Fast Professional Service

Expert Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Lic. Master Plumber
Reasonable Rates

www.johnwoodplumbingllc.com

 TEMPLIN HEATING
 FURNACE  
 TUNE UP
 WITH THIS AD $85
 $20 Savings
  Ask about our Club Plan

(313) 618-0647
www.templinheating.com

Discounts for New Equipment
Heating & Cooling • Service & Installation

Comfort's Place
Affordable Spay & Neuter Clinic

for Dogs, Cats (Including Feral Cats)
and Bunnies.

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
 Call or Email: 313-329-5757
 comfortsplaceappointments@gmail.com

 "For Their Health.
 For Your Peace of Mind." 

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
24 Hr. Emergency Service

313-558-8757

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

For generations, families have preferred 
our funeral home, 

it’s a preference built on family service.

L.J. GRIFFIN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Service - A Family Tradition”

Traditional & Cremation Services
734-522-9400

7707 Middlebelt Rd. at Ann Arbor Trail
Parish Member

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
DPolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

– Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1919 –

 TurowskiFuneralHome.com

100 Y EARS

734.525.9020
30200 Five Mile Rd, Livonia

Director Todd N. Turowski

734.453.3008
45100 Warren Rd, Canton

Director Leonard A. Turowski, Jr.


