
 
 

 
 

Fr. Greg Piatt, 
Pastor 

 

MASSES  
Saturday 9/5 | 4 p.m., Church 

Sunday 9/6 | 9:30 a.m., Church 
Tuesday 9/8 | 9:30 a.m., Church 
Thursday 9/10 | 12 p.m., Church 
Saturday 9/12 | 4 p.m., Church 

Sunday 9/13 | 9:30 a.m., Church 
 

Livestream & Recorded Masses 
www.stjohnxxiiiredford.org 

Facebook | StJohnXXIIIRedford  
YouTube | St. John XXIII Redford MI 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Tuesday 9/8 | 10:30 a.m.  

 

BENEDICTION 
Tuesday 9/8 | 7 p.m. 

 

CONFESSIONS 
By Appointment 

September 6th, 2020 

The Feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the day on 
which Christians East and West 
commemorate the birth of 
Mary, the Mother of God, was 
celebrated as early as the sixth 
century.  

 

Please read the All Things 
Catholic article, on page 5, to 
discover the Story of the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary.  

More than 60 
people joined us 
last Saturday at St. 
John XXIII Parish 
for this summer’s 
last outdoor Mass 
and for a meal 
after Mass. 

With fall approaching, worshiping our Lord 
will go inside the church with weekend 
Masses at 4 p.m. Saturday and 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday.  

Although it was the last outdoor Mass for 
the summer, we will plan to continue Meals 
after Mass at St. John XXIII later this month. 

Last Saturday was blustery during the 
Mass, but those winds kept blowing the 
delicious aroma of the chicken being 
prepared on the grill. Along with the 
chicken, Mass-goers were served 
watermelon, corn salad, and mac and 
cheese. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
SUN 8/30 Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 
  18:15-20 

MON 8/31  1 Cor 5:1-8/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5-6, 7, 12 [9]/Lk 
  6:6-11 

TUE 89/1 Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c [Is 61:10]/
  Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23 

WED 9/2  1 Cor 7:25-31/Ps 45:11-12, 14-15, 16-17 [11]/Lk 
  6:20-26  

THU 9/3  1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13/Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab, 23-24 
  [24b]/Lk 6:27-38  

FRI 9/4  1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5-6, 12 [2]/Lk 6:39
  -42 

SAT 9/5  1 Cor 10:14-22/Ps 116:12-13, 17-18 [17]/Lk 6:43-49  

SUN 9/6 Sir 27:30—28:7/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 [8]/
  Rom 14:7-9/Mt 18:21-35  

 

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK  
Sunday  23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday Labor Day 

Tuesday Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Friday Patriot Day 

Saturday The Most Holy Name of Mary 

Sunday  24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  Grandparents’ Day 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK  

It is not easy to confront someone 
who has wronged or hurt us. But it 
is absolutely necessary to do so in 
order for reconciliation to occur. We 
are taught to mind our own 
business and keep our thoughts to 
ourselves. When we have been hurt 
or wronged and we do not 
acknowledge and give voice to it, 
those feelings of hurt remain in our 
hearts and can eventually turn into anger. Verbalizing our feelings 
can diffuse them, and communicating how we actually feel brings 
honesty to our relationships. This is the only way that the path of 
love can remain open and that integrity and mutual respect can 
be maintained. It is no wonder that Jesus absolutely insisted upon 
healthy and compassionate confrontation. People don’t always 
realize that they are doing harm. Bringing this to light is not only 
good for the one who is hurt but for the one who caused the pain. 
The new insight and revelation may prevent the action from being 
repeated again. 

ST. JOHN XXIII PARISH 
12100 Beech Daly Rd.,  

Redford, MI 48239 
(248) 800-6081 

www.stjohnxxiiiredford.org  
Facebook.com/StJohnXXIIIRedford 

office@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
 
 
 

We hope St. John XXIII Catholic 
Church is a blessing in your life. You 
are a blessing to us! Whether you’re 
visiting us, looking for a new parish, 
returning to the Catholic faith or 
interested in finding out more about 
the Catholic Church, we’re happy 
you’re here! To learn more about St. 
John XXIII Parish, visit our website or 
Facebook page.  If you are new to 
the parish, we encourage you to 
register at the parish office. We look 
forward to meeting with you!  

 

PASTORAL STAFF 
 
 
 
 

Father Gregory Piatt, Pastor 
 Fr.Greg@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Laura Scanlan, Pastoral Associate 
 Laura.Scanlan@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Steve Morello, Deacon 
 Deacon.Steve@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 

 

PARISH STAFF 
 

 

 
 

Linda Hudy, Secretary 
 Linda.Hudy@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Frank Munoz, Maintenance 
 Maintenance@stjohnxxiiiredford.org 
Therese Oldani, Music Minister 
Colette Renaud-Maher, Bulletin 
 stjohnxxiiibulletin@gmail.com 
 Please email bulletin submissions by 

Mondays at 9 a.m. 

 

COUNCILS & LEADERSHIP 
Finance Council 
Jim Allan, Jim Francis, Michelle Poisson, 
Cheryl Roza, Fred Schneider & Jack 
Templin. 

Parish Council 
Mark Cochran, Denise Zuzow-DeKett, 
Maureen Franklin, Lynn Lamb, Chuck 
Sudekum & Jim Vote. 

Parish Leadership Team 
Pam Condron, Shane Foley, Maureen 
Franklin & George Salloum. 
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MASS INTENTIONS 
SAT 9/5 

 Jose Miraflores By The Sallador Family 

 Benigno Sallador by The Sallador 
Family 

 Stanley Mucha By Brother, Richard 
 

SUN 9/6 

 Carolyn May By Barb Ashtenau 
 Frances L. Walsh By Linda Walsh 
 Claudio Barducci By Graziano Canini 
 

TUE 9/8 

 The Parishioners of St. John XXIII 
 

THU 9/10 

 Claudio Barducci By Graziano Canini 
 

SAT 9/12 

 Claudio Barducci By Graziano Canini 

 Cecilia Huesing By Daughter, Lorraine 
Waling 

 

SUN 9/13 

 Rufus Johnson By Karen Meyers 
 Claudio Barducci By Graziano Canini 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 Enrico “Ricky” Canini , Mary Della Mora, 

Charles Donker, Patricia Griffin, Fr. Larry 
Kaiser, Lynn Lamb, Evelyn Martin and 
Bob Witt request your prayers. Please 
pray for them and all who are on our 
prayer list. 

 

 Pray for our priests, nuns, and those who 
do God’s work. 

 

 Remember in your payers all those 
affected by the coronavirus throughout 
the world. 

 

AGGIORNAMENTO! 
By Fr. Greg 

St. John XXIII Parish had a good run at 
outdoor Masses since the Archdiocese 
allowed its parishes to celebrate public 
Masses in May.  

As fall approaches, the Saturday 4 p.m. and 9:30 
a.m. Masses will be in the church with the Saturday 4 
p.m. Mass streamed live to the parish YouTube, 
website and Facebook page.  

Even with weekend Masses in the church, Meals 
after Masses will continue. We plan to have Meals 
after Masses later this month. Stay tuned!  

The outdoor Masses were popular for much of the 
summer. The outdoor Mass averaged more than 100 
people from mid-May to the end of June. 

However, when the church opened for worship, and 
Michigan business further opened, the outdoor Mass 
began to dip as the Sunday indoor Mass attendance 
grew. Indoor Sunday church attendance is around 40 
people. In August, the outdoor Mass averaged 
between 40 and 60 people. 

While the dispensation from the grave obligation to 
attend Sunday Mass is in effect until November 23, 
all baptized Catholics are reminded of the grave 
necessity to keep holy the Lord’s Day.  

+++ 

I would like to express a heartfelt thanks to those 
who came out on Saturday mornings to haul out the 
altar, furniture, podiums, speakers and other things 
needed for our outdoor Mass. 

I would like to thank Chris Scanlan, Fred and Renee 
Schneider for all they do. I want to thank Therese 
Oldani and Rick Cucchi, who organize and play our 
music, and Maureen Franklin for singing. I’d also like 
to thank the Knights and our ushers who helped. 

Lastly, I would like to thank those who, after the 
outdoor Mass, helped us break it down and haul it 
back into the rectory. 

+++ 

A couple of weeks ago, I wrote about how the 
Archdiocese changed the 2020 Catholic Services 
Appeal. They will be contacting you for your pledge. 
The first appeal landed in mailboxes this past week 
with a personal message from me. Next weekend is 
the CSA weekend. Our target this year is $46,480. 
Please be generous, so St. John XXIII will meet its 
target. 
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QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK 
FIRST READING 

The prophet Ezekiel is presented as the Lord’s “sentinel,” 
announcing both God’s salvation and judgment. How would 
you react to such a divine command? 
 

SECOND READING 

Paul argues that “love is the fulfillment of the Law.” What 
does this mean to you as a Christian? 
 

GOSPEL READING 

Jesus challenges his disciples to confront sin directly, 
even when it occurs with those closest to you. Why do you 
think Jesus encouraged this approach? 

QUESTION: Are Catholics allowed 
to donate their organs? 

ANSWER: Yes, Catholics are allowed 
to donate their organs. In fact, the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
praises this practice when it notes 
that, “Organ donation after death is a 
noble and meritorious act and is to be 
encouraged as an expression of 
generous solidarity” (no. 2296). 

The Church has a series of 
guidelines for health care providers 
called The Ethical and Religious 
Directives for Catholic Health 
Services. This document helps us see 
organ donation as an act of charity, 
but it also reminds us that we have to 
be sure that donations of organs by 
living donors do not “sacrifice or 
seriously impair any essential bodily 
function and the anticipated benefit to 
the recipient is proportionate to the 
harm to the donor” (no. 30); trained 
medical professionals can help to 
make this assessment. In the case of 
organ donation at the end of life, we 
must be sure of the intentions of the 
donor or of their proxy are always 
respected, and that the dignity of the 
human body is always respected. 

In the end, we can look to Pope 
Saint John Paul II and his encyclical 
Evangelium Vitae, where he noted 
that organ donation is a beautiful act 
of expressing the culture of life, when 
“performed in an ethically acceptable 
manner, with a view to offering a 
chance of health or even of life itself 
to the sick who sometimes have no 
other hope” (no. 86). 
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ALL THINGS CATHOLIC 
By Fr. Greg 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY MAMA MARY 

The Blessed Virgin Mary was 
born to be the mother of the 
Savior of the world, the spiritual 
mother of all humans and the 
holiest of God's creatures.  

Tuesday, the Catholic Church 
celebrates Mary's birth in the 
feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Because of Jesus' infinite 
merits, Mary was conceived 
and born immaculate, full of 
grace and without Original Sin. 

As a result, her birth is one of 
three birthdays that the Church 
commemorates on its liturgical 
calendar; the others are Jesus' 
Dec. 25 and St. John the 
Baptist's Jun. 24. 

"The Mother of Christ … is 
given as Mother to every single 
individual and all mankind," 
wrote Pope St. John Paul II in 
the papal encyclical, Mother of 
the Redeemer.  

"We, therefore, celebrate 
Mary's birthday as that of our 
own Mother, a Mother 
conceived without sin to bear 
Christ…, a Mother who 
continues to intercede for us in 
heaven today," the late pope 
added. 

The Church celebrates Mary's 
birth Sept. 8, nine months after 
Dec. 8, the feast of her 
Immaculate Conception as the 

child of St. Joachim and St. 
Anne. 

The Church has celebrated 
Mary's birth since at least the 
6th century. 

"This feast, very important to 
popular piety, leads us to 
admire in Mary the Child, the 
purest dawn of the 
Redemption," the late Polish 
pope said in 2004. "We are 
contemplating a little girl like 
every other, yet at the same 
time the only one who was 
'blessed among women.'" 

Scripture does not give an 
account of Mary's birth. 
However, James's apocryphal 
Protoevangelium, which was 
written in the 2nd century and 
told of the child Mary. The 
Protoevangelium of James is 
not in Scripture because parts 
of it are considered a legend. 
However, the apocryphal 
writing does reflect the Marian 
piety of the Church. 

According to 
Protoevangelium, Mary's 
parents were childless for many 
years. However, they remained 
faithful to God. 

A priest, St. Joachim, one 
day, came to the temple to 
make an offering but was 
turned away by the High Priest, 
who chastised him for having 
no children. 

In shame, Joachim retreated 
to the hill country to pray. At 
the same time, St. Anne (the 
Archdiocese of Detroit's patron 
saint) prayed at their home in 
Jerusalem. 

Angels appeared to both of 
them and told them Anne 
would have a child. She then 
promised God to give her child 
back to Him. 

Joachim returned home, and 

Mary was born. St. Anne kept 
her promise and dedicated 
Mary to God by turning her 
over to the temple when she 
was three years old. 

In November, the Church 
celebrates the Feast of the 
Presentation of Mary to the 
Temple. 

Mary grew up in the temple, 
according to the apocryphal 
writing. 

The origin of the feast of 
Mary's birth is found in the 
consecration of a church in 
Jerusalem, which is now the 
basilica of St. Anne. 

Rome began observing the 
feast in the 7th century. It 
spread throughout 
Christendom by the 13th 

century. 

"Mary is the center of the 
communion of saints, as the 
singular guardian of the bond of 
the universal Church with 
Christ," Pope Francis said in 
2014, according to the Vatican. 
"Whoever wants to follow Jesus 
on the path of the Gospel can 
find a secure guide in Mary." 

On a side note: Mary's birth is 
mentioned in the Koran, where 
Joachim and Anne prayed for a 
child and promised God to 
dedicate the child to Him. 

Islamic tradition says Mary 
and Jesus were the only 
humans not touched by Satan, 
or what we Catholics might say, 
born without Original Sin. 

St. Augustine described 
Mary's birth as an event of 
cosmic and historical 
significance, and an 
appropriate prelude to the birth 
of Jesus. "She is the flower of 
the field from whom bloomed 
the precious lily of the valley," 
Augustine said. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

REFLECTIONS 

THE BLESSING OF THE COMMUNITY 
I have been blessed to be a member of 
my parish community for 28 years. For 
much of that time I was serving as a 
member of the parish staff, but it was still 

the community that I call home. I have been fortunate to be 
able to remain in that parish even as my life has encountered 
new chapters and callings. I am so grateful to God that I have 
been able to grow, be nourished, and find companionship in a 
parish for this long of a time. 

It is a natural tendency for human beings to desire belonging 
to something bigger than themselves. Not everyone is 
fortunate enough to find the community, big or small, that 
fulfills that need. Unfortunately, that means that many 
communities suffer from not having the benefit of the gifts, 
skills, and talents that any member can offer. Communities are 
in many ways living organisms that move and breathe based 
upon the individuals who form that body. A community is truly 
the sum of its parts. 

Your parish community reflects you and everyone else in that 
community. The more each member gives to the community, 
the stronger that community finds itself. If you hold back, your 
community suffers, and you gain little. I know firsthand what 
being a part of a community can mean to a person. I would be 
no one at all – and you would not be reading this – if it weren’t 
for the life I have had in my parish community. 

– Tracy Earl Welliver  

STEWARDSHIP 
THREE WAYS TO GIVE: IN PERSON • BY MAIL • ONLINE 

www.osvonlinegiving.com/4663 
AUGUST 30 
79 Envelopes..................................... 3,814.05, 
114 E-Envelopes ...................................... $665 
Loose ........................................................ $267 
Assumption .............................................. $133 
Priest Retirement ........................................$10 
Utilities/Maintenance ..................................$70 
TOTAL .............................................. $4,859.05 
 

CSA 2020 Goal ................................ $46,480 
 

Thank you for your continued support of St. John XXIII parish. 
May God bless you! 

Please support our parish with Kroger 
Rewards (enter JT036 in your online 
account) and Amazon Smiles (select 
our parish at smile.amazon.com). 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 
RESOURCES  

We witness to Christ when we 
do good toward others 

In their pastoral letter, 
Stewardship: A Disciple’s 
Response, the U.S. bishops 
remind us that, as faithful 
disciples, we are obligated to 
witness Christ by blessing others 
in mercy and love: 

Disciples give thanks to God for 
gifts received and strive to share 
them with others. That is why, as 
Vatican II says of the Eucharist, 
“if this celebration is to be 
sincere and thorough, it must 
lead to various works of charity 
and mutual help, as well as to 
missionary activity and to 
different forms of Christian 
witness.” 

When we share our God-given 
gifts with others in prayer, 
service, and generosity, we live 
the theme of this year’s Catholic 
Services Appeal, Opening Doors 
to Witness Christ. Through our 
support of the ministries, 
programs, and services the CSA 
funds and the countless spiritual 
and temporal benefits they 
provide, we witness Christ’s 
mercy and love to thousands of 
people in southeast Michigan and 
beyond. 

Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron 
has charged all faithful in our 
Archdiocese to join together as a 
“joyful band of missionary 
disciples” in a spirit of 
evangelization. Generously 
sharing ourselves and our gifts 
through the CSA allows us to 
witness our discipleship in Christ 
through our love of one another. 
This “attitude of gratitude” also 
provides growth in our personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 
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SPOTLIGHT  
ON LAST WEEK’S HOMILY 

Jesus confronted His disciples with 
the fact of the cross, and told them 
he would suffer at the hands of 
Jewish religious leaders, be 
crucified by the Romans. 

Then, Jesus confronted His disciples with the 
cross: “Whoever wishes to come after me must 
deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” 

Whether our cross is emotional, financial or 
personal, we want to bypass it. But if we are 
Jesus’ disciple, we can’t. 

As Christians, the issue is not the cross but 
what we do with that cross. Do we deny it, rebel 
against it, curse it, or try to forget it? Or do we 
take up our cross and follow the Lord? 

Do we allow our crosses to make us holy by 
offering it up to God in prayer for others?  

When we carry the cross, we are in close 
relationship with Jesus, just as Simon of Cyrene 
was when he helped Christ carry His cross to 
Calvary. 

The great truth of our Christian faith is that 
embracing the cross is an honest and real 
embrace of life, it leads to full discipleship, it 
adds depth to your soul, and it leads to eternal 
life. 

The cross is a school for every person: it 
teaches us that sin damages everything and 
everyone, it teaches us that real love is 
sacrificial, and it teaches us the truth about 
discipleship, that to follow Christ is to follow Him 
despite the crosses we have but through them 
in a relationship with Him on into eternal life. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
BOTTLE DRIVE  

SEP. 12 AND 13 BEFORE AND AFTER MASS  
St. Vincent de Paul of St. John XXIII will have 

a fundraiser bottle drive before and after Mass 
on Saturday, Sep. 12 and Sunday, Sep. 13, 
2020. Bring your returnable cans and bottles, 
bagged up, to mass, and a member of the St. 
Vincent de Paul conference will be ready to 
accept them by the church's front doors. If you 
are unable to bring your returnable cans and 
bottles to church, call Kandi Johnson (313) 854-
9001 or Teri Carrier (734) 679-0330 for a porch 
pick up. Thank you for your continued support 
of our Neighbors in Need!  

 
 

KROGER REWARDS 
Kroger donates annually to participating 

organizations based on your percentage of 
spending as it relates to the total spending 
associated with all participating Kroger 
Community Rewards organizations.  

 

1. Sign in to your digital 
account. 

2. Enter ’JT036’ to support St. 
John XXIII parish. 

3. Click “Save”. 
 
 

AMAZON SMILE 
Amazon donates to our 
parish! No cost to you! 
Amazon donates one half of 
one per cent of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile 
purchases to our parish. 

 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon, you know. 
Same products, same prices, same service. 

 

Support our parish by starting your shopping 
at smile.amazon.com. On your first visit to 
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you are 
prompted to select our parish from a list of 
eligible organizations.  
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The Archdiocese of Detroit has 
extended Mass Dispensation due to 
coronavirus, but with exceptions. 
Catholics in metro Detroit may now 
avoid Mass until Nov. 23 due to the 
coronavirus. However, if you’re a 
Catholic who is eating out at 
restaurants, traveling or doing non-
essential activities, the archdiocese 
says that you should be attending 
Mass. 

Cloth masks must be worn by 
everyone, except for those under two years old. 

Seating in the church is limited to every other pew; those living 
in the same household may sit together without distancing. There 
is expanded seating in the parish hall. Holy Water and Baptismal 
fonts remain empty. The sign of peace is omitted.  

For Communion please use hand sanitizer/no gloves. As you 
approach to receive Communion, maintain social distance, stop at 
the 6-foot marker, say your “Amen” response, lower your mask 
and step forward to receive. Then, replace your mask and be 
seated. The Precious Blood is not offered.  

Non-liturgical gatherings up to 10 people, are permitted indoors 
with strict health/safety guidelines & masks. Non-liturgical 
gatherings, up to 100 people, are permitted outdoors. 

Jack Templin 

Kathleen Miller 

Joan Schulz 

Louis Poisson 

Robert Krueger 

Joanne Wolnowski 

Kathleen Brang 

Shadia Haddad 

Barbara Hazelton 

Barbara Kiseda 

Jeannine Durocher-

Ritzenheim 

Patrick Byrnes 

Victoria Cervantes 

Kevin McLeish 

Michael Klein 

Peter Maylone 

Louise Allan 

Teri Rozar 

Robert Ryckman 

Laura Denton 

Michael Sevon 

William Saxby 

Mary Doher 

Marilyn Radtke 

Asma Haddad 

Malcolm Alestra 

Liz Lemon 

Rebecca Fairgrieve 

Richard Szurek 

Steven Barber 

George Roza 
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LET GO & LET GOD! 
By Laura Scanlan 

Ezekiel was appointed to be a watchman over the people of Israel.  He 
knows that the Babylonians are approaching Jerusalem to destroy it.  

It is Ezekiel’s responsibility to persuade the Israelites to change their 
ways (stop worshipping idols, follow God’s covenant), and God will 
protect them.  If Ezekiel does not warn the Israelites to change their 
ways, the Israelites will be destroyed, but he will also be.  However, if he 
warns them and they decide not to listen, they will die, but Ezekiel will 
be saved.   

St. Paul sums up the commandments by saying that “…we are to love our neighbors as yourself.”  
Love does not harm a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfillment of the law.   

In the Gospel, Jesus is telling the disciples how to relate to sinners.  First, one must meet the sinner 
one-on-one privately.  If the sinner does not admit to any wrongdoing, then the next step involves 
two to three people to make a determination.   

If no resolution is obtained, then the disciple is to bring the matter to the Church.  If no resolution is 
obtained after bringing it to the Church, the disciple treats the sinner as a Gentile or a tax collector.  
Remember, anyone who was not a Jew was a Gentile.  A Jew would not associate with a tax collector 
because the tax collector charged more taxes than required and kept the extra for himself. 
What Jesus is telling the disciples that they must confront their fellow Christians when they sin.  
Jesus is pointing out how working with the sinner involves the whole Christian community.  Jesus 
tells them it requires patience and understanding. 

Is it easy to love our neighbors as ourselves?  A common response would be no.  When we have 
difficulty loving another, we need to let go of this difficulty by praying to God and let God help us. 

THIS SUMMER'S LAST OUTDOOR MASS & A MEAL AFTER MASS 
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HOW TO CHOOSE THE BEST VERSION OF YOURSELF—Part 1 
By Peter Herbert, Dynamic Catholic 

 

If you put 100% of your effort into being more kind, patient,  
generous, courageous, disciplined, and humble. This is your best self! 

 

I hope you never have to look back and admit, “I could have done better.” But how? You have to 
consistently choose the-best-version-of-yourself so that, when the end does come, you aren’t saying 
“I could have done better,” but instead, “I did my best.” If you’d like to avoid saying those five little 
words at the end of every day (I could have done better), if you’d like to begin learning how to better 
yourself, be the best you, understand that it is a daily decision you need to make. Here’s how to be-
come the-best-version-of-yourself.  

#1 Who Is Your Best Self? If you don’t know where you’re going, how will you know which direction 
to go and how will you know when you get there? Likewise, if you don’t know who you want to be if 
you don’t know who you are truly capable of, it makes it pretty challenging to become that person. 
You can’t even take the first step toward bettering yourself. Success is this: becoming the best ver-
sion of yourself. 

First, think about the best people you know. Not the happiest or most successful, though they may 
be satisfied and successful. But the best people. What do they have in common? Are they coura-
geous or cowardly? Patient or impatient? Humble or prideful? Selfish or generous? Are they strong 
leaders who value hard work, or do they get by with the least effort possible? Write down the charac-
teristics they have in common.  

Now think about your best self. Close your eyes and try to imagine that person. Not who you want to 
be, but the best person you can be if you put 100 percent of your effort into being more kind, patient, 
generous, courageous, disciplined, and humble. Write all this down if it helps you; it’ll be helpful to go 
back and reference it when you’re struggling with a decision. 

Okay! Target acquired! You’ve got your destination. You have “met” the-best-version-of-yourself. 
Now you need your compass. Next week is part #2 “What Is Your Best Self’s Purpose?” 

Facebook Post of the Week 

www.facebook.com/StJohnXXIIIRedford  
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Joyview 
Meat Market 
FULL LINE FRESH MEATS

Homemade Kielbasa
Kowalski - Luncheon Meats

Old Fashioned Bakery
23822 Joy Rd., E. of Telegraph

534-1585
www.joyviewmeats.com

Parishioner

(313) 255-5063
  MIKE’S

PLUMBING
Complete Plumbing

Sewer and Drain Cleaning
MICHAEL J. WOOD, Master Plumber

 Scotty
	 Simpson’s
 FISH & CHIPS

2 Dining Room
Fast Carry Out

313-533-0950
22200 Fenkell

2 blocks West of Lahser

Charles R. Step
Funeral Home &

Cremation Services

18425 Beech Daly Rd.
(313) 531-1888

DIRECTORS
Charles R. Step (2014)

Charles J. Step
Monty S. Wulff

  25450 Plymouth Road
 Redford, MI 48239

 313-937-3670
 harryjwillfuneralhome.com      

Tracy Spiess, MGR

Livonia & Wayne Chapels

DON’S PLUMBING
313-255-1199

Expert Plumbing Sewer
& Drain Cleaning

LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER
Donald J. Wood
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 JOHN WOOD
 PLUMBING

313-255-2299
Fast Professional Service

Expert Sewer & Drain Cleaning
Lic. Master Plumber
Reasonable Rates

www.johnwoodplumbingllc.com

 TEMPLIN HEATING
 FURNACE  
 TUNE UP
 WITH THIS AD $85
 $20 Savings
  Ask about our Club Plan

(313) 618-0647
www.templinheating.com

Discounts for New Equipment
Heating & Cooling • Service & Installation

Comfort's Place
Affordable Spay & Neuter Clinic

for Dogs, Cats (Including Feral Cats)
and Bunnies.

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY.
 Call or Email: 313-329-5757
 comfortsplaceappointments@gmail.com

 "For Their Health.
 For Your Peace of Mind." 

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
24 Hr. Emergency Service

313-558-8757

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

For generations, families have preferred 
our funeral home, 

it’s a preference built on family service.

L.J. GRIFFIN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
“Service - A Family Tradition”

Traditional & Cremation Services
734-522-9400

7707 Middlebelt Rd. at Ann Arbor Trail
Parish Member

Contact Dave Polansky to place an ad today! 
DPolansky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6326 

– Family Owned and 
Operated Since 1919 –

 TurowskiFuneralHome.com

100 Y EARS

734.525.9020
30200 Five Mile Rd, Livonia

Director Todd N. Turowski

734.453.3008
45100 Warren Rd, Canton

Director Leonard A. Turowski, Jr.


