
 Ashes are rich in spiri-

tual symbolism. We recall in 

the second chapter of Gene-

sis, when the human person 

is fashioned “out of the dust 

of the ground” and receives 

the breath of life (Genesis 

2:7). In death, a person re-

turns to the ground from 

which we came. The ancient 

Hebrews used ashes as a sign 

of repentance, reminding 

themselves that God is God 

and we are not.  

 As the priest places 

ashes on our forehead, we 

hear “remember that you are 

dust and unto dust you shall 

return.”  When we receive 

ashes, we remember our own 

mortality. We’re reminded 

that we have limited time on 

this earth and we ought to 

make the best use of it that 

we can! People are in need of 

love, care, and compassion. 

We all need to continually re-

discover the love of God. The 

Gospel invites every person 

in every stage of life to en-

counter and imitate Jesus 

here and now. The forty days 

of Lent are the perfect time to 

assess our own awareness of 

these realities. 

Let us pray: 

You remind us today, oh 

Lord, of our origin and end.  

In the beginning, You     

fashioned us in the Garden.  

You dignified dust with the 

Breath of Life.  You made us 

in Your image and likeness.  

You led Your people through 

the dust of the Sinai wilder-

ness to the Promised Land. 

You overcame temptation in 

the dry desert.  You healed 

the blind with dirt and clay. 

Three times Your body 

stirred the dust  as you fell 

on the road to Calvary. Hear 

the cry of Your people! One 

day we will return to dust. 

 

This Lenten season, stir our 

minds to contemplate You, 

our hearts to love You, and 

our bodies to serve You in 

our brothers and sisters.  

May our prayer, fasting, and 

almsgiving be Your breath 

alive in us.  Amen. 

An Ash Wednesday Prayer 

Ash Wednesday  

Wednesday, February 26th  

 

8:30 am - Mass 

Noon -  Ash Service 

 

“Remember that you are dust, and to 

dust you shall return.”  Genesis 3:19 
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Lent 2020 



Once again we are about to 

embark upon another Lenten 

season, and we are reminded 

of the traditional focus of 

prayer, penance, and alms-

giving.  Lent calls us to take 

an intense look at our 

worldly and spiritual lives, 

and seek simplicity where 

there is clutter and chaos. By 

letting go of the many things 

in our lives that hold us back 

from personal and spiritual 

growth, we open ourselves 

up to many new opportuni-

ties to live our discipleship in 

Jesus Christ.   

 

Patricia Pusey wrote about 

her experience of declutter-

ing her life.  She wrote, 

“Fourteen inches of rain in 

twenty-four hours had left 

our basement—and every-

thing in it—awash in water.  

As I viewed all my stuff 

floating in the muck, I real-

ized that my years of hoard-

ing had finally caught up 

with me. I am a clutter bug.  

Everything I own seems to 

have some emotional con-

nection, so I have a hard time 

discarding or donating things 

that people have given me. 

 

My attic, my basement, my 

cabinets and even my inbox 

overflow with clutter.   Every 

once in awhile I go on a tear, 

thinking, ‘My children will 

hate me when I die and leave 

this mess for them!’  But just 

as quickly another thought 

pops in my head about what-

ever it is I’m trying to throw 

out: ‘Wait...this was given to 

me by my niece, and if I give 

it away she may think I don’t 

value her.’  I know there are 

people who could really use 

my things, but still I hold on 

tight.  

 

The flood in the basement 

made the decision for me:  

Everything had to go. And 

later, when it was all gone, I 

thought about how other 

stuff—unforgiveness, bad 

habits, gossip, impatience 

with my husband, jealousy 

toward a friend—clutters up 

my spiritual life and keeps 

me from focusing on the 

blessings God has for me 

now.  If I am busy holding on 

to all of my stuff, then I am 

not looking at the glorious 

and free present and future 

God has for me.” 

 

It is in the process of declut-

tering our lives that we can 

find peace.  Stress melts 

away when we focus less on 

our own selfish wants, and 

the drive to have unnecessary 

material goods, in favor of a 

life focused on healthy rela-

tionships with God, our fami-

lies, and the rest of human-

ity.  This is why prayer is es-

sential to the life of a disci-

ple. Prayer enables us to turn 

our focus away from our-

selves, and instead focus on 

God and the living out of His 

will in our lives.   

   

Therefore, this Lent I have a 

free gift to help in this proc-

ess.  At the doors of the 

Church, beginning on Ash 

Wednesday, all parishioners 

are encouraged to take a 

small wooden cross home 

with them.  Throughout Lent, 

I encourage you to place it 

by your bedside, or anywhere 

that you will easily see it, as 

a reminder that Christ died 

for us to set us free from sin 

and everything else that clut-

ters our lives.  Please hold 

the cross in your hands each 

day and make time for 

prayer. Speak to God of your 

hopes and dreams, your 

struggles and failures, your 

successes and personal 

growth. Use this cross as a 

daily reminder that God 

loves you so much, that he 

longs for a beautiful and inti-

mate relationship with you in 

prayer.  Keep this cross as a 

daily personal reminder of 

your commitment to Christ. 

This is my personal gift to 

you, along with a prayer that 

this Lent will be a blessing in 

your life, in which you will 

come to know the love of 

Christ in ways you have 

never experienced before.  

God Bless, 

Rev. Edward J. Smith 
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Lent is a time to “Declutter” 



All are invited for an Annual 

Lenten Prayer Service & Soup Supper  

Sponsored by the Marian Guild 

Monday, March 16th 

 

This program will begin with a Prayer Service in the Church  

followed by a Soup Supper & Presentation  

by Deacon Paul in the Social Hall. 

 

Soup will be Chicken Dumpling or Vegetable Beef Soup  

with rolls, desert & beverage. 

 

Presentation is free but please bring a donation for St. Vincent de Paul.   

 

Watch the bulletin for more information and RSVP coupon. 

 

St. Anthony of Padua Church 

Wednesday, March 4th  

11:00 am 
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It is time to prepare our hearts 

for our Risen Jesus. The 40 days 

of Lent begins Ash Wednes-

day, February 26th. Don’t miss 

out on the many events & oppor-

tunities we have this season to 

lead you in prayer, fasting & 

almsgiving.   

There will be two Weekly oppor-

tunities to pray the Lenten Sta-

tions of the Cross.  Join us every 

Friday beginning Friday, Febru-

ary 28th except March 6th, at 

1:30 pm to pray with the school 

children & staff. Deacon Paul 

will also pray the Stations of the 

Cross every Friday, at 7:00 pm 

leading up to a Good Friday 

Stations of the Cross at Noon 

on Friday, April 10th. Come 

prayerfully reflect on Jesus’ jour-

ney & sacrifice throughout Lent.  

If you cannot make our weekly 

Friday  devotions, St. Teresa will 

offer the Stations on Wednesday 

evenings at 7 pm.  

There will be a special Living 

Stations of the Cross by Elyria 

Catholic High School Students 

at St. Anthony’s on Wednes-

day, March 4th at 11 am.  

Don’t miss this truly moving 

presentation of Jesus’ Journey 

through those that were there. 

Our Pierogi Sales begin Ash 

Wednesday & continue Fridays 

during Lent. Come enjoy our fa-

vorite meatless dish all season 

long. Spread the word! 

We will have our Lenten Pen-

ance Service on Sunday, 

March 29th, at 2pm at St. An-

thony’s. Come prepare your 

hearts with the gift of mercy & 

forgiveness from our God. 

All parishioners are invited on 

Monday, March 16th to a Prayer 

Service in the Church followed 

by a soup supper in the Social 

Hall sponsored by our Marian 

Guild. We will hear a wonderful 

Lenten Message from Deacon 

Paul.  Mark your calendar NOW 

& plan to attend. 

Keep an eye on the bulletin for 

these & more events this Lenten 

Season. May your Lenten Jour-

ney bring you closer to the Risen 

Jesus.  

Lenten Journey 

 

Holy Thursday 

Thursday, April 9th 

 Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper                     

7:00 pm 

 

Good Friday  

Friday, April 10th   

Stations of the Cross 

Noon 

 

The Lord’s Passion                                       

3:00 pm 

Blessing of Food 

Saturday, April 11th 

Noon in Church 

 

Easter Masses 

Holy Saturday,  

April 11th 

TBA Vigil 

 

Resurrection Sunday,  

April 12th                                                                

10:00 am 

 

LENT 

Pray + Fast + Give 
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Pierogi Flyer 

February 26th (Ash Wednesday), 28th  

March 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 

April 3rd, 10th 

10AM - 6PM 



 

Over the course of this school 

year, I have had the honor & 

privilege of being the Principal 

of the amazing students at St. 

Anthony’s. While there have 

been some bumps along the 

way, I feel that we are improv-

ing as a school community. 

Our 3

rd

 grade students 

achieved higher in their fall 

assessments compared to 

every other third grade over 

the past decade.  Our school 

community has bonded over 

fundraising for field trips. We 

are excited that our 7

th

 & 8

th

 

grade students will get to go 

once again to Washington 

D.C.  We believe that field trips 

are a once in a lifetime opportu-

nity for middle school children 

& we are glad we can make this 

happen.  Another item we are 

excited about is the playground. 

We still have some fundraising 

to do, but we are getting closer 

to having a long 

awaited area that our 

students can play 

safely outside.   

During the season of 

Lent, we will pay 

special attention to 

turning away from 

sin to cleanse our hearts & pre-

pare for the joyous feast of 

Easter. During this time our 

school will focus on prayer, pen-

ance & works of charity for oth-

ers. We will engage our class-

rooms by having discussions & 

activities that are designed to en-

hance understanding of the Holy 

Season of Lent. We will spend 

time each week praying the Sta-

tions of the Cross & will cele-

brate Reconciliation for our 2nd-

8th grade students.  All of the 

activities are intended to help our 

students understand the wonder-

ful journey towards the Resurrec-

tion! We hope to come together 

during this time & to continue 

to improve our school commu-

nity.   

 

Thank you for journeying with 

us not only through this Lenten 

Season but this entire year & 

for supporting the school in all 

of the ways that you do.  We 

are excited about the future & 

learning from the past.  Please 

continue to pray for our school, 

staff & our students as we will 

for you! God Bless You! 

 

 Mr. Julio Alarcon 
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St. Anthony School News 

The St. Vincent de Paul Society Parish Appeal for the 

month of March will focus on cleaning supplies to assist 

our clients with their "spring cleaning".  In May, we are 

asking for a variety of condiments: ketchup, mustard, rel-

ish, BBQ sauce etc. to help our clients enjoy the summer 

holidays with a little something extra.  We continue to 

thank God for you and your generosity and concern each 

and every month.  We also thank our faithful SVDP volun-

teers who are dedicated to the welfare of our parishioners 

and neighbors.  

 

2019-2020 

School Mott0 

“ 

~Georg Simmel, 1905 

Help our St. Vincent de Paul Society!  

The St. Anthony School PAC is sponsoring the annual 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us Saturday, March 21st, 9:00 am - 3:00 pm &  

Sunday, March 22nd, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm. 

 

We will be collecting donations on Thursday, March 19th &  

Friday, March 20th from 5:30-7:00 pm in the Social Hall. 
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It is never too late to JOIN 200 CLUB! 

Join us on our next trip to 

MGM Northfield Park Casino 

 Sponsored by the  St. Anthony Paduan Travelers 

Wednesday, April 15th 

 

Bus arrives in Iowa Ave. parking lot at 9:00 am & leaves at 9:30 am!  

We will arrive at MGM at 10:30 am 

 

Cost is $35 per person 

Each person will get $25 in free play money from the Casino & lunch 

 

The bus will leave the casino to head home at 4:30 pm  

& arrive back to St. Anthony’s at 5:30 pm 

  

All profits from the trip will go to the St. Anthony Maintenance Fund.  

 

Interested? Call Virginia, 440-724-9595 

Checks can be made out to St. Anthony Church 

 

Hope you win BIG! 



Holy Thursday, April 9th   

 Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

 7:00 pm 

 

Good Friday, April 10th   

 Stations of the Cross 

 Noon 

 

 The Lord’s Passion 

 3:00 pm 

 

 Parish Office closes at Noon 

 

Holy Saturday, April 11th  

 Food Blessings in the Church 

 Noon 

 

 Easter Vigil Mass 

 TBA 

 

Easter Sunday, April 12th  

 The Resurrection of the Lord 

 Easter Mass 

 10:00 am 

 

Easter Monday, April 13th   

 Parish Office Closed! 

Wednesday, February 26th  

 Ash Wednesday 

 8:30 am Mass 

 Noon Ash Service 

 1st Lenten Pierogi Sale (10 am - 6 pm) 

 

Friday, February 28th     

 Beginning of weekly  

 Stations of the Cross  

 1:30 pm & 7:00 pm 

 Beginning of Friday Pierogi Sales 

  

Wednesday, March 4th 

 EC Living Stations of the Cross  

 11:00 am  

 

Monday, March 16th   

 Lenten Prayer Service &  

 Soup Supper with Deacon Paul  

 sponsored by The Marian Guild 

 6:00 pm 

 

Sunday, March 29th  

 Lenten Penance Service 

 2:00 pm at St. Anthony’s 

 

Sunday, April 5th  

 Palm Sunday 

Mark Your Calendars! 
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If you would like to receive this 

newsletter via email instead of 

through the mail, please send your 

email address to  

obermillerk@stanthonylorain.com. 

ST.  ANTHONY OF PADUA  

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1305 E. Erie Ave. 

Lorain, OH 44052-2226 

Phone: 440-288-0106 

Fax: 440-288-0143 

www.stanthonylorain.org 


