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THE “unITE” NOVENA 

A Novena of Community—Part One 

FIRST DAY 

Today we are praying for the many people whose 

plans have changed because of covid-19.  

So many people have had their plans changed as this virus 

has impacted travel all over the world and called for so-

cial distancing practices. Big trips have been canceled: 

first family vacations and once-in-a-lifetime trips that 

have been saved for and planned for months or even 

years. Special anniversary trips, honeymoons and family 

visits have been indefinitely postponed. New babies won't 

be snuggled by relatives. Birthdays will be celebrated dif-

ferently. 

But we remember God's words: "...I will fulfill to you my 

promise and bring you back to this place. For surely I 

know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for 

your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with 

hope.” (jer. 29: 10-11) 

Our lives look so different right now as our plans have 

changed in every way. But if we believe God to be in con-

trol of the world, and we believe Him to be a good Father, 

we know this will not be in vain.  

Lord, help us to trust you. Help us to let go of our bitter-

ness over our changed plans and to lean on you for com-

fort.. 

Pray for this intention today in a way that moves you 

heart. One suggestion would be to reflect on Jeremiah 29: 

10-11. Maybe write it down and keep it somewhere where 

you will see it and be reminded of God's plan. 

Today the challenge is to create a prayer space in your 

home— a corner, a shelf or a whole room, but establish a 

place to focus for prayer. Collect some of your religious 

art, gather those prayer cards, candles, etc.— whatever 

you're able to do to make the space intentionally prayer-

ful. If you already have a prayer space, add or take away 

something to refocus your attention.  

SECOND DAY 

Today's intention is for those whose sacramental cele-

brations will be different than planned.  

Some sacraments (e.g., Confirmations, First Penances, 

First Communions) may be postponed all together; others 

may take place but be celebrated at a later time. There 

will be weddings with empty churches that would have 

otherwise been full. Newlyweds will have been married 

for months by the time friends and extended family can 

gather to celebrate. Newly ordained priests may have to 

have small celebrations and begin their ministry at closed 

churches. 

Today we pray for those who are mourning the difference 

between expectation and reality. We pray for the souls 

who are longing for deeper union with Christ in the sacra-

ments yet to be received. (Continued on next page…) 

 
ANOTHER NOVENA! 

In the last two bulletins, I published the Divine Mercy 

Novena and some prayers relative to the Pandemic. This 

week, I’m choosing to provide you with some more 

tools to draw grace from these days that challenge us, 

but also offer us grace to draw closer to our Risen Lord 

and call upon His Mercy.   

One of my nieces put me on to another novena.  It’s  

from a  group of young adults serving the Church in the 

Diocese of Cleveland.  As anyone who works with 

young people  engaged in their faith can tell you, they 

have  a vitality and freshness about them that can be 

positively contagious—um, maybe in our present cli-

mate I should add “contagious in a good way.” 

I find this attribute in abundance in this Novena.  It’s a 

bit unconventional in that it doesn’t give the participant 

particular prayers to pray.  Instead, it specifies an inten-

tion, and then directs the participant to pray for that in-

tention as your heart moves you.   The beauty of this is 

that it focuses on lifting up our hearts to God as being at 

the ceter of our prayer, recognizing that how this mani-

fests itself can vary from person to person. There is even 

an optional “challenge” to undertake each day, that 

those who make this novena may find helpful. 

There isn’t enough room in this week’s bulletin to print 

the entire Novena,.  The remaining days will be pub-

lished in next week’s bulletin.  For those of you who are 

interested in seeing what this great group of young peo-

ple is up to, there is more information on its website, 

www.theiteproject.com/   

Incidentally, the group derives its name from  the first 

word (in Latin) of the dismissal at Mass: Ite Missa est, 

or Go, the Mass IS.  Our English translation renders it: 

The Mass is ended,. God in peace.  That’s fine, but it’s a 

little weird in English with the people responding 

Thanks be to God, is if it’s a case of saying Thanks be to 

God this is over.  Now we can go do stuff that WE want 

to do.  How stupid!  The Church would never put such 

ridiculous words on the lips of her children! The word 

est in Latin means is.  It’s in the present tense.  Hence, a 

more appropriate sentiment would be to rejoice in that 

the Mass—the Mysteries of Our Lord’s Death and Res-

urrection—is made fully present in our midst.  That’s 

why we respond Thanks be to God, and rightly so!  

 The word ite or go is important here.  We are called to 

take what we encounter at Mass—the Mercy of God 

revealed in Christ by the Spirit in Word and Sacra-

ment—into the world to transform the world.  We are 

changed, converted, and made holy by the Mass, and 

we, in turn, are sent by God to change, convert and 

make holy the world.  That’s what the young people in 

the  Ite Project strive to do.  That’s what you and I are 

called to do as well.  A blessed Easter Season to you all! 

Devotedly in the Lord,   

Fr. Joe 



Heavenly Father, be our comfort in this time of separa-

tion, when the s sacraments look different for all of us, 

but in a special way send your Spirit to comfort those 

whose celebrations are postponed or will not be as 

planned. You are a God of celebration, lead us into the 

joy that comes only from You as we celebrate from afar.    

Pray for this intention today in a way that moves your 

heart. A few suggestions are to participate in a streamed 

Daily Mass or offer a rosary for someone who is prepar-

ing to receive a sacrament. 

Today's challenge is to honor the missed celebra-

tions This is a fun challenge - get creative! We all know 

someone whose celebration is being postponed and this is 

a fun way to honor those people - maybe even send them 

a picture of what you end up doing! 

You could celebrate by wearing something fancy from 

your closet, like what you might wear to a wedding or 

First Communion. If you prefer a different celebration, 

you could bake a cake or some other celebratory treat; or 

make a sign and hang it up in your house. The purpose is 

to remember those who are in the waiting or whose cele-

brations will not be as grand as they were planning. We 

will honor them and celebrate from a distance! 

THIRD DAY 

Today we pray for those who are separated from their 

families in this time of uncertainty. 

This includes people working or visiting in another coun-

try and cannot come back home at this time. For people 

who live far from their families and would love to be 

closer. For families whose adoption process has been 

halted because of quarantine and travel bans who are 

longing to finally unite with their children. For military 

personnel who are far from home and wishing they could 

be there to comfort their families. For the elderly in nurs-

ing homes who have suspended visits and for their fami-

lies as they are missing each other. For all those isolated 

from their loved ones for whatever reason.  

Father, you have given us the gift of earthly families to 

reflect your love to us. For all those who are separated 

from their families, open their hearts and the hearts of 

those around them to become like family. Hold them in 

your loving embrace as they face loneliness and concern 

for their loved ones and bring about a swift reunion. For 

us who have the blessing to be with our families in this 

time, let us recognize the blessing and show each other 

patience and love.  

Pray for this intention in a way that moves your heart.  

Perhaps one might pray the Our Father for those separat-

ed from their families.  

Today's challenge is to clean out the closet. After digging 

thru our closets yesterday to find a celebratory outfit, it’s 

time to clean it out! Organize and maybe find some items 

to give away. It’s time to do some inner simplifying.  

REQUESTS for PRAYER 

Please Pray for: Judy A., Rachael Aqualina, Maria B., Wendy 

Barone, Sally Battaglia, Ella Beach, Becky, Dro. Bowers, Alan 

Cave, Elaine Conti, Sam Conti, Crystal & Don, Debbie, Dennis D., 

Patricia D.,  Judy D’Angelo, Angelo Damaro, Dennis, Gordon 

Fenton, John Galley, Alex Gizowski and Alex Gizowski Jr., Cetta 

Griffo, Henry Grosel, Sr. Hilda, David K., Karen, Jay, Jim, Joe, 

Joseph, Linda Knight, Dave & Joe Laurito, Sam L., Georgiann & 

Jim Leone, Laura, Linda,  Marie Lucas, Caroline Ludwig, Matt, 

Milo,  Barb M., Ruthea M., Sharon M.,  Cassidy Monroe, CJ, Lo-

gan & Mason Moore, Chuck Myers, Bill N., Nance, Mark Nolan, 

MaryAnn Nordstrom, Mary Notaro, Dave P, Daniel Rensel, Mari-

lyn Richmond, Gail & Eugene Ring,  Boo & Carter Rowland, Deb-

bie S.,  Paul Spinks, Sue, Norma St.George,  Chuck Schibetta, 

Jesse Smith, Ray Szymczak, Janice T,  Doris Till, Mary Pawlak 

Till, Jack Tucker, Valerie, Marion Volk, Richard W., Daniel Wol-

laston, all who suffer or are in danger or special need.   

Names will remain on the list for a period of three months after 

which requests may be renewed by  contacting the parish office 

staff.  If you know someone who is sick or shut-in and desires Holy 

Communion, please call tor email he parish office staff.      

SEVENTH DAY (Easter 

Thursday): 

The Lord said to St. Faustina: 

Today bring to Me THE 

SOULS WHO ESPECIALLY 

VENERATE AND GLORIFY 

MY MERCY,* and immerse 

them in My mercy. These souls 

sorrowed most over my Pas-

sion and entered most deeply 

into My spirit. They are living 

images of My Compassionate 

Heart. These souls will shine 

with a special brightness in the 

next life. Not one of them will 

FOURTH DAY 

High School and college Seniors, athletes who trained for 

months, musicians and actors with hours of rehearsal be-

hind them and students who worked endlessly on final 

projects. 

People everywhere are seeing the fruits of their labors 

taken from them, they are missing the satisfaction of 

making it to the finish line. 

Lord, help us to remember that you see all we do, big and 

small, and you rejoice with us. May our eyes be fixed on 

the ultimate goal: heavenly union with you, our Crea-

tor.    

Pray for today's intention in a way that moves your heart. 

A few suggestions are to spend 10 minutes in quiet prayer 

for today's intention, or reflect on 1 Corinthians 9:24-25.  

Today's challenge is to recognize the accomplishments of 

others. Make a homemade card (or a digital card) to send 

to someone whose accomplishment might be overlooked 

for news updates or forgotten in the chaos. It is so valua-

ble to be told you are seen and that your accomplishment 

is recognized with pride. Today, let each of us offer that 

gift to another.   

 

COLLECTION TOTAL 

March 30 thru April 4 - $3,390.00  

April 5 thru April 12 - $2,401.00 

Thank you to everyone who has continued to support the 

parish while we have not been able to celebrate public 

masses.  The bills do continue to come in, just as they do 

in your homes.  Thank you for helping your parish to be 

able to be here for you when God returns us to normalcy 

Gratefully, 

Fr. Joe 



 

THOUGHTS on the IMAGE of DIVINE MERCY 

The Image of Christ on the cover of this week’s bulletin 

is known as the Image of Divine Mercy.  But, what 

does this image mean? In  her Diary, St. Faustina rec-

ords that in 1931, our Lord appeared her clothed in 

white, His right hand raised in blessing. His left hand 

was by His Heart, from where two rays came forth, one 

red, one pale. She gazed in awe. The Lord  told her:  

Paint an image according to the pattern you see, 

with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You. I promise 

that the soul that will venerate this image will not 

perish. I also promise victory over [its] enemies al-

ready here on earth, especially at the hour of death. 

I Myself will defend it as My own glory (Diary, 47, 

48). I am offering people a vessel with which they 

are to keep coming for graces to the fountain of mer-

cy. That vessel is this image with the signature: Je-

sus, I trust in You (327). I desire that this image be 

venerated, first in your chapel, and [then] through-

out the world (47).  

St. Faustina asked the Lord about the meaning of the 

rays in the image. She heard these words in reply:  

The two rays denote Blood and Water. The pale ray 

stands for the Water which makes souls righteous. 

The red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of 

souls. These two rays issued forth from the depths of 

My tender mercy when My agonized Heart was 

opened by a lance on the Cross. Happy is the one 

who will dwell in their shelter, for the just hand of 

God shall not lay hold of him (299). By means of this 

image I shall grant many graces to souls. It is to be a 

reminder of the demands of My mercy, because even 

the strongest faith is of no avail without works 

(742).  

Thus, the Image represents God’s Mercy poured out on 

the world, especially thru Baptism and the Eucharist.  

Many different versions of this image have been paint-

ed, but our Lord made it clear that the painting itself is 

not what is important. When St. Faustina first saw the 

original image that was being painted under her direc-

tion, she wept in disappointment and complained to 

Jesus: "Who will paint You as beautiful as You 

are?" (313). In answer, she heard these words: "Not in 

the beauty of the color, nor of the brush lies the 

greatness of this image, but in My grace" (313).  

So, no matter which version of the image we prefer, we 

can be assured that it is a vehicle of God’s grace if it is 

revered with trust in His mercy. 



MASS INTENTIONS  

 

Saturday, April 18: Thomas G., Sr. & Mary C. Castellana 

Sunday, April 19: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

Monday, April 20: Donald & Genny Pauszek 

Tuesday, April 21: Gary Hobbs 

Wednesday, April 22: Thank you, Blessed Mother 

Thursday, April 23: John J. Granata 

Friday, April 24: Annette Mussachio 

Saturday, April 25: Louis Mancuso 

Sunday, April 26: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

MASS SCHEDULE 
April 19 thru 26 

 EASTER SATURDAY - April 18 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY - April 19 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

MONDAY Weekday in Paschaltide - April 20 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

TUESDAY St. Anselm, B/D - April 21 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

WEDNESDAY Weekday iu Paschaltide - April 22 

 8:00AM St. J - No Public Mass 

 THURSDAY Sr. George, M. or St. Adalbert, B/M - 

April 23 

 8:00AM St. J -  No Public Mass 

FRIDAY St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, P/M - April 24 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass  

SATURDAY St. Mark, Evangelist - April 25 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

THIRD SUNDAY of EASTER - April 26 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

St. A = St. Anthony Church   

St. J = St. Joseph Church 
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Fantauzzi
FUNERAL HOME

82 East Main St.   Phone: 679-7300

McGraw-Kowal
Funeral Home

736 Central Ave., Dunkirk
366-1320

Family Owned & Operated

 A Dunkirk
 and Fredonia
 Tradition

525 Main St. • Dunkirk
366-1445

G U G I N O
• PLUMBING • HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING •

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

160 Cushing Street

679-0080
Dunkirk 

716-366-4070
www.lakeshoresavings.com

Contact James McGee to place an ad today!
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Wills • Trusts • Estate Planning • Real Estate

 FOLEY,FOLEY
 & PASSAFARO
 Attorneys At LAw

93 East Fourth St. • PO Box 50 Dunkirk, NY
716 366-3677 • fax 716 366-3691

965-2941
39 Main Street • Forestville

rwmonuments.com

56 E. Doughty St.

366-4818

Warm, compassionate care
for men, women and couples.

(716) 934-4515     Silver Creek, NY

St. Columban’s on the
Lake Retirement Home

JoAnn Catalano, Educational Consultant
 366-5120 Cell 785-2406

Email: jdcatclan@aol.com
www.discoverytoys.com/JoAnnCatalano

A.D. Titus Monuments
Trusted by Families for Generations

716-672-8456
41 White St. • Fredonia, NY 14063

www.titusmonuments.com

FREDONIA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Office Hours: 
By Appointment

Corner of Rt. 60 & Lakeview Ave.

679-1561

242 E. Main St. • Fredonia, NY
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE
 SERVICE CENTER
 Car Wash & Detailing
 679-0816

Your local hometown pharmacy
Specializing in serving our 

community with fast, friendly 
professional service and the 

highest quality of medicines and 
healthcare products.

10220 Rt. 60 • Fredonia, NY
716.672.8400

Greg Giambrone, Licensed Pharmacist

ADD LUMBER

Hardware-Paint-Building Materials
Delivery Available

148 Willow Rd • Dunkirk
366-1622

“We Service What We Sell”
10378 Bennett Rd. • Fredonia, NY

716 672 4365

Larson-Timko
Funeral Home

David J. Dengler, Funeral Director

(716) 679-9000
20 Central Avenue

Fredonia, New York 14063


