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The fundamental error that Governor Cuomo made—and 

where he offended so egregiously—was in speaking as if 

“God had nothing to do with [flattening the curve.]”  That 

flies in the face of Judeo-Christian belief.  Specifically for 

us Catholics, we don’t believe that God is somehow aloof 

from our everyday lives, as if He takes no interest, as if 

He is either powerless to help us or refuses to do so.  For 

the governor to use his public platform to advance his 

disavowal of this belief is out of order.  And, I find it sad 

that there is no uproar in the media over it.  

Imagine the reaction that would have happened if he had 

said, “This happened because people prayed.  It’s a great 

favor that God has afforded us.  Blessed be God.”  I bet 

he’d be lambasted in the press.  Yet, why is it that he can 

openly purport that God has not involved Himself in help-

ing us to flatten the curve—a personal opinion of the gov-

ernor which he cannot substantiate to the exclusion of all 

other opinions, yet which he stated as if it were irrefutable 

fact—and has be given a pass?    

I am not asking the governor to embrace the Catholic per-

spective, but I do contend that he ought to refrain from 

speaking as if our Catholic approach is ungrounded in 

truth. (It’s not!) At the very least, he ought to own his 

statement as merely his opinion, an outgrowth of his per-

sonal belief system. I posit that he should not speak as if 

his subjective opinion were dogma. (It’s not!)  

A CATHOLIC PERSPECTIVE 

Let me unpack what I mean by the “Catholic perspec-

tive.”  Catholics don’t see God’s action and human action 

as being opposed to each other.  Rather, our view is that-

God is deeply and intimately involved in our lives—at 

least if we choose to include Him—and in the good that 

we do.  God is not relegated to being involved in human 

affairs as a being who interjects Himself only occasional-

ly, to pop in a do some special effects, or to show up only 

when something is beyond our ability to manage.  The 

Catholic perspective is quite different from that view-

point.  

In the Gospel of John, Jesus talks about his followers be-

ing grafted onto Him, as branches onto a vine.  He goes 

so far as to say, “Apart from me, you can do no 

good.” (Jn 15:5).  Some translations replace “no good” 

with “nothing,” but in either case, it’s clear that the Lord 

is personally and intimately involved in our human en-

deavors. In fact, Catholics hold that doctors and other 

healthcare professionals are agents of God, through whom 

He is pleased to work many wonders of healing, of main-

taining and/or restoring health to His children.   

So it is that God deigns to partner with us, much as a fa-

ther or mother might work with their children to involve 

the kids in accomplishing good works.  God is not op-

posed to us or in competition with us.  God is simply with 

us.  He credits us when we work with Him to do good and 

to cooperate with His will.   

 
WE ARE NOT ALONE 

”YIKES!  I SHOULDN’T HAVE SAID THAT!” 

We all say stupid things from time to time.  I know I do.  

Sometimes I say dumb stuff and it doesn’t seem to cause 

a problem.  At other times, I may be misunderstood and 

may need to explain myself in the interest of healing a 

rift or some pain that my words have inflicted.  I’m not 

talking about the times when it is good to speak chal-

lenging words; the fact that words may be hard for some-

one else to hear doesn’t mean that they should be with-

held.  But, when those words must be spoken, they must 

also be spoken in love—always.  There are still other 

occasions when I realize that I’ve been inconsiderate or 

rash or hurtful (intentionally or not) and may owe some-

one an apology.    

This is all by way of preamble to my addressing a partic-

ularly discourteous and offensive comment that Gover-

nor Cuomo made recently.  Granted, the governor has 

had a lot on his plate.  He has been under enormous pres-

sure and deserves our prayers because of his great re-

sponsibility.  At the same time, the governor made a 

comment that was not only callous; it was outrageous 

and might have been easily avoided.  What’s more, it’s 

my duty as a pastor to set things straight about the rami-

fications of the governor’s error and to offer some guid-

ance as to why we as Catholics may well take umbrage at 

his irresponsible remarks. 

On the plus side—God working all things to the good for 

those who love Him as is His way—the governor’s deep-

ly misguided words do render an occasion to write of 

some very encouraging truths of the faith which I shall 

come to in due time.  But, let me begin with a little back-

ground information.  

THE FUNDAMENTAL OFFENSE 

Perhaps you know, dear reader, of the comment about 

which I am writing.  If you do not, let me briefly recount 

the where-and-when of it.  On Easter Monday, the gover-

nor was holding one of his public briefings on the condi-

tions of the Coronavirus outbreak in New York State.  At 

that conference, he said this: The number is down be-

cause we brought the number down. God did not do that. 

Fate did not do that. Destiny did not do that. A lot of 

pain and suffering did that. 

Oops.   

Actually, worse than oops.   

Yikes! 

I want to steer clear of accusations of blasphemy or of 

suspecting Governor Cuomo’s motives.  I do not have a 

window into his heart. I am not qualified to judge his 

moral state, and speculating about that does neither him 

nor us any good.  I shall direct my attention to what he 

said and why it’s problematic.  



GOOD NEWS! (Continued from previous page) 

So it is that the good that human beings accomplish does 

not happen apart from or in opposition to God, but with 

Him, in cooperation. We’re not in isolation from God! 

HOORAY!  In these days of isolation, isn’t it good news 

to hear that we’re not isolated from God! He is with us! 

Perhaps our governor’s theological faux pas can give us 

pause to think about how wonderful it is in this time of 

isolation and danger that God has not abandoned us to our 

own designs, but is working with us, in our midst, and is 

using the gifts that He has given us to effect healing. 

AN APPROPRIATE & GRACIOUS ALTERNATIVE 

If Governor Cuomo had congratulated New Yorkers for 

our cooperation with prudent programs to practice social 

distancing and good hygiene, that would have been fine. 

Had he said something like, “These practices have saved 

lives, benefitted all of us, and taken some of the burden 

off of our already taxed healthcare workers.”  I have no 

problem with that.  His mistake was to overstep his au-

thority and knowledge to use his office to advance his 

personal, ungrounded religious (or irreligious) belief that 

“God did not do this”—which, in a word, is bunk. 

My point in all this is not to rake the governor over the 

coals.  It is my hope that he spoke without giving suffi-

cient thought to what he was saying, and that he will 

apologize for his lack of consideration.  With that, let’s 

pray for Governor Cuomo in all charity, that he may 

come to know that God is working with all of us to deliv-

er us from evil, and to bring us through the crises and 

challenges that may beset us in life.  How sad that he 

doesn’t appreciate (at least in this instance) that God is 

working with us and that, rather than competing, God 

collaborates.  He’s on the side of the human race! 

I’ve also undertaken this article because we pastors, too, 

must defend the faith from error.  If Governor Cuomo 

were the only person to embrace the theological error that 

God somehow stands aloof from the good works that hu-

man beings accomplish, or that God abandons us in our 

works, it wouldn’t be such a source for concern.  If that 

were the truth, what a sad, discouraging, heartbreaking, 

and lonely condition it would be! And, at a time when the 

last thing we need is a road to joy, encouragement, having 

our hearts made whole again, and companionship.   

HOPE IS IN THE TRUTH 

In these days of social distancing, the last thing we need 

to hear is the fallacy that God is distant and disengaged 

from our efforts.  In these days of isolation, the last thing 

we need to hear is the fallacy that God isolates Himself 

from us. In these days when we can feel helpless, the last 

thing we need to hear is the fallacy that God isn’t helping 

us.  These are the last things that we need to hear not 

merely because they may discourage us; they’re the last 

things we need to hear because nothing could be further 

from the truth. 

~Fr. Joe 

REQUESTS for PRAYER 

Please Pray for: Judy A., Rachael Aqualina, Maria B., Wendy 

Barone, Sally Battaglia, Ella Beach, Becky, Dro. Bowers, Alan 

Cave, Elaine Conti, Sam Conti, Crystal & Don, Debbie, Dennis 

D., Patricia D.,  Judy D’Angelo, Angelo Damaro, Dennis, Gordon 

Fenton, John Galley, Alex Gizowski and Alex Gizowski Jr., Cetta 

Griffo, Henry Grosel, Sr. Hilda, David K., Karen, Jay, Jim, Joe, 

Joseph, Linda Knight, Dave & Joe Laurito, Sam L., Georgiann & 

Jim Leone, Laura, Linda,  Marie Lucas, Caroline Ludwig, Matt, 

Milo,  Barb M., Ruthea M., Sharon M.,  Cassidy Monroe, CJ, 
Logan & Mason Moore, Chuck Myers, Bill N., Nance, Mark No-

lan, MaryAnn Nordstrom, Mary Notaro, Dave P, Daniel Rensel, 

Marilyn Richmond, Gail & Eugene Ring,  Boo & Carter Row-

land, Debbie S.,  Paul Spinks, Sue, Norma St.George,  Chuck 

Schibetta, Jesse Smith, Ray Szymczak, Janice T,  Doris Till, 

Mary Pawlak Till, Jack Tucker, Valerie, Marion Volk, RichaDan-

iel Wollaston, all who suffer or are in danger or special need.  

Names will remain on the list for a period of three months after 

which requests may be renewed by contacting the office staff.  

Requests for sacraments for persons who are sick or homebound 

may also be referred to the office staff.  

SEVENTH DAY (Easter 

Thursday): 

The Lord said to St. Faustina: 

Today bring to Me THE 

SOULS WHO ESPECIALLY 

VENERATE AND GLORIFY 

MY MERCY,* and immerse 

them in My mercy. These souls 

sorrowed most over my Pas-

sion and entered most deeply 

into My spirit. They are living 

images of My Compassionate 

Heart. These souls will shine 

with a special brightness in the 

next life. Not one of them will 

COLLECTION TOTAL 

April 20 thru April 26 - $2,212.00 

______________________________________ 

 
ONLINE GIVING OPTION 

Thank you once again to so many of you who have been 

continuing to support our parish with your contributions. 

I am edified by your generosity.  Some of you may find it 

more convenient to donate online.  If  you are in that 

group of people, you may donate directly to your parish at 

the Foundation of the Diocese of Buffalo website:  

FRCDB.org 

On the right side of the page, simply click on the button 

that reads Support Your Parish, and follow the instruc-

tions.  Under “select a giving opportunity” please scroll 

down to St. Anthony, Fredonia.   

BISHOP SCHARFENBERGER ADDRESSES 
CHANGES IN WAKE OF PANDEMIC 

Bishop Scharfenberger recently spoke about some chang-

es we might see once we re-open our churches for public 

mass.  He said that we might not see physical contact such 

as the shaking of hands or hugging at the Sign of Peace 

happening in the future, if ever.  We may have to limit the 

number of people at each mass.  Perhaps there will have 

to be more masses offered because the seating capacity of 

our parishes will be reduced because people will need to 

sit farther apart for social distancing. He also said that 

some parishes may not be able to re-open or some may 

need to merge if it becomes financially impossible to 

maintain them.  He said that with the diocese filing for 

Chapter 11, there simply aren’t the funds available to bail 

out parishes that are unable to sustain themselves.   



 
DECREE OF THE APOSTOLIC PENITENTIARY ON 

THE GRANTING OF SPECIAL INDULGENCES TO THE 
FAITHFUL IN THE CURRENT PANDEMIC 

The gift of special Indulgences is granted to the faithful suf-

fering from COVID-19 disease, commonly known as Coro-

navirus, as well as to health care workers, family members 

and all those who in any capacity, including through prayer, 

care for them. 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in pray-

er” (Rom 12: 12). The words written by Saint Paul to the 

Church of Rome resonate throughout the entire history of the 

Church and guide the judgment of the faithful in the face of all 

suffering, sickness and calamity. 

The present moment in which the whole of humanity, threat-

ened by an invisible and insidious disease, which for some time 

now has become part of all our lives, is marked day after day by 

anguished fears, new uncertainties and above all widespread 

physical and moral suffering. 

The Church, following the example of her Divine Master, has 

always had the care of the sick at heart. As Saint John Paul II 

points out, the value of human suffering is twofold: “It is super-

natural because it is rooted in the divine mystery of the Re-

demption of the world, and it is likewise deeply human, because 

in it the person discovers himself, his own humanity, his own 

dignity, his own mission” (Apostolic Letter Salvifici Doloris, 

31). 

Pope Francis, too, in these recent days, has shown his paternal 

closeness and renewed his invitation to pray incessantly for 

those who are sick with the Coronavirus. 

So that all those who suffer because of COVID-19, precisely in 

the mystery of this suffering, may rediscover “the same re-

demptive suffering of Christ” (ibid., 30), this Apostolic Peniten-

tiary, ex auctoritate Summi Pontificis, trusting in the word of 

Christ the Lord and considering with a spirit of faith the epi-

demic currently underway, to be lived in a spirit of personal 

conversion, grants the gift of Indulgences in accordance with 

the following disposition. 

The Plenary Indulgence is granted to the faithful suffering from 

Coronavirus, who are subject to quarantine by order of the 

health authority in hospitals or in their own homes if, with a 

spirit detached from any sin, they unite spiritually through the 

media to the celebration of Holy Mass, the recitation of the Ho-

ly Rosary, to the pious practice of the Way of the Cross or other 

forms of devotion, or if at least they will recite the Creed, the 

Lord's Prayer and a pious invocation to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, offering this trial in a spirit of faith in God and charity 

towards their brothers and sisters, with the will to fulfil the usu-

al conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion 

and prayer according to the Holy Father's intentions), as soon as 

possible. 

Health care workers, family members and all those who, fol-

lowing the example of the Good Samaritan, exposing them-

selves to the risk of contagion, care for the sick of Coronavirus 

according to the words of the divine Redeemer: “Greater love 

has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends” (Jn 15: 13), will obtain the same gift of the Plenary 

Indulgence under the same conditions. 

(Continued on next page) 



MASS INTENTIONS  

Saturday, May 2: Vincie D’Angelo DeJoe 

Sunday, May 3: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

Monday, May 4: Raymond Pauszek 

Tuesday, May 5: George T. & Phyllis Smith 

Wednesday, May 6: Mother’s Day Intentions 

Thursday, May 7: Thank You, St. Anthony 

Friday, May 8: Thank You, Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Saturday, May 9 : James Koch 

Sunday, May 10: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

MASS SCHEDULE 

May 3 thru 12 

 SATURDAY St. Athanasius, B/D - May 2 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

FOURTH SUNDAY of EASTER - May 3 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

MONDAY Weekday in Paschaltide - May 4 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

TUESDAY Weekday in Paschaltide - May 5 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

WEDNESDAY Weekday iu Paschaltide - May 6 

 8:00AM St. J - No Public Mass 

 THURSDAY Weekday in Paschaltide - May 7 

 8:00AM St. J -  No Public Mass 

FRIDAY Weekday in Paschaltide - May 8 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass  

SATURDAY Weekday in Paschaltide - May 9 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

FIFTH SUNDAY of EASTER - May 10 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

(...Continued from previous page)  

This Apostolic Penitentiary also willingly grants a Plenary In-

dulgence under the same conditions on the occasion of the cur-

rent world epidemic, also to those faithful who offer a visit to 

the Blessed Sacrament, or Eucharistic adoration, or reading the 

Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour, or the recitation of the 

Holy Rosary, or the pious exercise of the Way of the Cross, or 

the recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, to implore from 

Almighty God the end of the epidemic, relief for those who are 

afflicted and eternal salvation for those whom the Lord has 

called to Himself. 

The Church prays for those who find themselves unable to re-

ceive the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick and of 

the Viaticum, entrusting each and every one to divine Mercy by 

virtue of the communion of saints and granting the faithful 

a Plenary Indulgence on the point of death, provided that they 

are duly disposed and have recited a few prayers during their 

lifetime (in this case the Church makes up for the three usual 

conditions required). For the attainment of this indulgence the 

use of the crucifix or the cross is recommended. 

May the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and of the 

Church, Health of the Sick and Help of Christians, our Advo-

cate, help suffering humanity, saving us from the evil of this 

pandemic and obtaining for us every good necessary for our 

salvation and sanctification.  

Given in Rome, from the seat of the Apostolic Penitentiary, on 19 March 2020.  
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Fantauzzi
FUNERAL HOME

82 East Main St.   Phone: 679-7300

McGraw-Kowal
Funeral Home

736 Central Ave., Dunkirk
366-1320

Family Owned & Operated

 A Dunkirk
 and Fredonia
 Tradition

525 Main St. • Dunkirk
366-1445

G U G I N O
• PLUMBING • HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING •

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

160 Cushing Street

679-0080
Dunkirk 

716-366-4070
www.lakeshoresavings.com

Contact James McGee to place an ad today!
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Wills • Trusts • Estate Planning • Real Estate

 FOLEY,FOLEY
 & PASSAFARO
 Attorneys At LAw

93 East Fourth St. • PO Box 50 Dunkirk, NY
716 366-3677 • fax 716 366-3691

965-2941
39 Main Street • Forestville

rwmonuments.com

56 E. Doughty St.

366-4818

Warm, compassionate care
for men, women and couples.

(716) 934-4515     Silver Creek, NY

St. Columban’s on the
Lake Retirement Home

JoAnn Catalano, Educational Consultant
 366-5120 Cell 785-2406

Email: jdcatclan@aol.com
www.discoverytoys.com/JoAnnCatalano

A.D. Titus Monuments
Trusted by Families for Generations

716-672-8456
41 White St. • Fredonia, NY 14063

www.titusmonuments.com

FREDONIA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Office Hours: 
By Appointment

Corner of Rt. 60 & Lakeview Ave.

679-1561

242 E. Main St. • Fredonia, NY
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE
 SERVICE CENTER
 Car Wash & Detailing
 679-0816

Your local hometown pharmacy
Specializing in serving our 

community with fast, friendly 
professional service and the 

highest quality of medicines and 
healthcare products.

10220 Rt. 60 • Fredonia, NY
716.672.8400

Greg Giambrone, Licensed Pharmacist

ADD LUMBER

Hardware-Paint-Building Materials
Delivery Available

148 Willow Rd • Dunkirk
366-1622

“We Service What We Sell”
10378 Bennett Rd. • Fredonia, NY

716 672 4365

Larson-Timko
Funeral Home

David J. Dengler, Funeral Director

(716) 679-9000
20 Central Avenue

Fredonia, New York 14063


