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 He can no longer have God for his Father who has not 

the Church for his mother. The one who gathers else-

where than in the Church scatters the Church of Christ... 

nor is there any other home to believers but the one 

Church.  She is one mother, plentiful in the results of 

fruitfulness: from her womb we are born, by her milk we 

are nourished, by her spirit we are animated. 

About a century later, St. Cyril of Jerusalem, writing 

about A.D. 347, in his Catechetical Lecture 18, describes 

the Holy Catholic Church as “the mother of us all,” seem-

ingly because, when we were baptized in the Catholic 

Church, we “were regenerated,” that is, born again (cf. 

paragraph 26).  

Back to Holy Writ 

The idea of the Church as a mother probably derives from 

images in sacred scripture that refer to her as the Bride of 

Christ and the Bride of the Lamb.  Examples of this can 

be found in Letter of St. Paul to the Galatians (4:26, 31), 

the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians (5:21-33), and the 

Book of Revelation (12:1-17, but most especially, v. 17).  

One can even trace nuptial imagery back into the Old 

Testament.  For example, the prophet Hosea suffers when 

his wife whom he loves with all his heart proves unfaith-

ful as she returns to a life of harlotry.  Nevertheless, he 

remains faithful and waits for her return.  In this ordeal, 

the prophet sees a parallel in how Israel is unfaithful to 

her covenant with her Lord and God, who has treated her 

with nothing but love, respect and fidelity, having es-

poused her to Himself in a covenant relationship like unto 

that of marriage. 

A Timeless Image 

Scholars still wax eloquent about the Church as the Bride 

of Christ even to the present day.  It’s a  concept that has 

not grown outmoded with the passing of time.  One of my 

favorites is a book called Christ the Bridegroom by a pro-

fessor from Notre Dame named Brent Pitre.  In it, the au-

thor unpacks nuptial language in both the Old and New 

Testaments.  He writes of how Christ’s marriage bed is 

the Cross, upon which He makes an act of total love and 

self donation for the sake of his bride, that she might be 

rescued from death and have life.   

The Church’s liturgy also expresses her maternity.  When 

the baptismal water is blessed at the Easter Vigil, the Pas-

chal Candle is thrust into the waters—the “womb of the 

Church”—from which will come forth newborn off-

spring, new life, in which she rejoices as a mother rejoic-

es in the birth of her babies.  

“I’m still your mother!” 

There are also many nitty gritty ways in which believers 

see parallels between motherhood and the Church.  One 

that keeps coming to mind for me is something my moth-

er used to say.  I can still hear the inflection and cadence 

 
DO YOU REMEMBER WHAT “M” IS FOR? 

An Old Chestnut 

I can’t help it.  

Every year around Mother’s Day at one point or another 

my mind goes back to a song that was already an old 

chestnut when I was a little boy.  I remember hearing it 

every year on the Saturday evening before Mother’s Day 

when Lawrence Welk would be doing his Mother’s Day-

themed program and somebody like Jimmy Roberts or 

Joe Pheeney or Norma Zimmer would begin warbling 

the then-familiar phrase: “M” is for the million things 

she gave me… Invariably, the singer would scoop up to 

the first note as I recall.  But, I digress. 

To this day, I can tell you what “M” is for, but I still 

have to tap into some other source to rediscover once 

more what qualities the poet designates as pertaining to 

the remaining five letters as the word M-O-T-H-E-R is 

methodically spelled out. I can recall, however, the 

words with which the lyrics conclude: Put them all to-

gether they spell “Moooooooooooooooooother,”  a word 

that means the world to me.  

So, What’s the Point? 

No matter that I can’t seem to remember the middle part, 

I suppose.  The point of the song is to extol the maternal 

qualities that mothers around the world seem to embody 

or, for those of us whose mothers have passed on, em-

bodied while they walked this earth (and, we may be so 

inclined to believe, still exude from their place, please 

God, in heaven.)    

As we approach Mother’s Day this year, I find myself 

thinking about mothers and how they blow me away with 

their golden qualities. Sure, they’re just human beings—

but so often they seem to soar above the constraints of us 

mere mortals to love in ways that astound and captivate 

us and draw us to their hearts.  What models of loving 

service mothers are to the human race!  There’s nothing 

else like ‘em, is there?    

Sometimes we Catholics speak of “Holy Mother 

Church.”  To some, that may seem an odd expression.  I 

bet some have heard it so many times that it rolls right 

off, like water off a duck’s back as the saying goes; it 

doesn’t even register.  To others it may be an entirely 

unheard-of expression, arousing a certain amount of puz-

zlement. Focusing on Mothers as we are wont to do on 

Mother’s Day, this is an opportunity to consider why this 

title is used.   

Fathers and a Mother 

First of all, it’s nothing new at all.  As far back as the 

Third Century, St. Cyprian of Carthage wrote this in his 

Treatise on the Unity of the Church:  



of her voice, even though she passed away almost twenty 

years ago, as she would remind me, “I’m still your moth-

er!”  I can’t tell you exactly what made her say that.  I 

suppose that it was on those occasions when I was assert-

ing my independence or my opinion that may have been 

at odds with hers.   

Chances are that she said that phrase most of all when I 

was in my teens or my early twenties.  It wasn’t some-

thing to tug at the heartstrings, nor was it accompanied by 

melodrama. It certainly did not instill a sense of guilt in 

me when she said it.  I remember her having almost a 

cheerful, playful disposition when she said it.  We and 

our family would laugh a little when she said it.  And yet, 

there was a truth to it; it was not without meaning. Deep 

down, it was a good thing, and it’s a good memory for 

me.  

Why?  For starters, I suppose it’s because everybody 

needs a mom.  But, it’s more than that.  I like the immuta-

bility of it all.  “I’m still you mother” speaks to a certain 

fidelity.  “I’m still you mother…after all these years…

after all the mistakes you made…after all the unloveable 

things you’ve done…and I know you and love you no 

matter what…and you can count on me to continue to be 

your mother…always.”  

This is something that Holy Mother Church says to each 

of her children, too.  There’s an old saying: once a Catho-

lic, always a Catholic.  And that’s true.  Mothers tend to 

have that quality about them.  Because they don’t stop 

being mothers and mothering, they’re usually the last 

ones in the world to give up on their children.  The 

church is like that, too.   

Implications of Mothering that Just Won’t Quit 

When one of her children becomes estranged, a mother 

waits and prays for a return.  She wants all her children 

gathered around her table.  

Oh, how my mother was like that!  When she and my dad 

moved from their home to a smallish senior citizen apart-

ment, one of my mother’s biggest worries is that it she 

might not be able to have all of her children gathered at 

the dinner table under one roof, in her home.  And now I 

see that same attribute in my married sister.  

Mothers are like that, and Mother Church is no exception. 

She misses her children when they are absent. She hopes 

and prays for them to come home.  She waits with open 

arms to receive them.  And, since you and I are the 

Church, we are called to have the same attitude toward 

all.  

Even if a person has been away from the ecclesial family, 

mother that she is, the Church always, always, always 

regards him or her as her son or daughter who belongs to 

the family.  She does so because that’s the truth. There is 

never a refusal to forgive.  Even at the hour of death, she 

SEVENTH DAY (Easter 

Thursday): 

The Lord said to St. Faustina: 

Today bring to Me THE 

SOULS WHO ESPECIALLY 

VENERATE AND GLORIFY 

MY MERCY,* and immerse 

them in My mercy. These souls 

sorrowed most over my Pas-

sion and entered most deeply 

into My spirit. They are living 

images of My Compassionate 

Heart. These souls will shine 

with a special brightness in the 

next life. Not one of them will 

is ready to reconcile.  And if that reconciliation does not 

come before death, she does not refuse her beloved child 

the grace of a Catholic burial.  She prays from her heart 

for the salvation of that soul.  That’s what a mother does.   

“M” is also for Many More Maternal Manifestations 

Most babies, I am told, learn to smile because they see 

their mothers doing it—and perhaps that’s also one of the 

first reflections of God’s love for the baby as well.  It’s a 

mother who has a special gift for teaching the baby who 

God is, and how to get to know God. So it is with Mother 

Church, as well.   

There are characteristics of a mother’s love, too, that are 

beneficial to keep in mind when reflecting on how the 

Church, too, loves us with a mother’s love.  A mother’s 

love is gentle, tender and kind.  It is also wise, for it 

knows the child intimately, and senses how to love that 

child personally.  A mother, like the Church, loves unself-

ishly, willing to suffer if need be for the good of her child.   

A mother’s love is a nurturing love as well, which loves 

rightly at every stage of development.  And, a mother’s 

love is fierce; she will defend her child, not counting the 

cost to herself.  Then, there’s something special about 

how a mother rejoices and celebrates—even revels—

when good things befall her sons and daughters.  A moth-

er delights in her children and is happy when they are 

blessed.   

Perhaps one of the key elements of a mother’s love, how-

ever, is that of untiring fidelity.  No matter how much we 

mess up, we can count on mom to love us.  I think this is 

one of the most important ways in which the Church is a 

mother to her children.  No matter what, mothers have a 

unique ability to see though the muck and the mire into 

the heart, to see what’s best in the child.  So, too, with us 

and the Church.  

A Few Final Considerations 

Well, those are just some of my thoughts, based on what 

I’ve read, yes, but even more on my relationship with my 

mother and with the Church.  Maybe you have ways in 

which you’ve experienced the Church as your Mother that 

I haven’t touched upon.  If you have, good for you!  

I would be remiss if I failed to mention our Blessed Moth-

er Mary and how blessed we are that Christ gave her to us 

as our mother.  As we look at Mother’s Day (and at the 

month of May which by pious custom has been a month 

devoted to Mary) we would do well to consider what an 

loving Mother she is, and to deepen our devotion to her. 

As we celebrate our mothers both living and deceased and 

give thanks to them and to God for their love and selfless 

devotion, perhaps we can also take some time to be thank-

ful for another mother—Mother Church—and bless the 

Lord for having given us into her arms.   

Devotedly in the Lord,  

Fr. Joe 



 

REQUESTS for PRAYER 

Please Pray for: Judy A., Rachael Aqualina, Maria B., Wendy Bar-

one, Sally Battaglia, Ella Beach, Becky, Dro. Bowers, Alan Cave, 

Elaine Conti, Sam Conti, Crystal & Don, Debbie, Dennis D., Patricia 

D.,  Judy D’Angelo, Angelo Damaro, Dennis, Gordon Fenton, John 

Galley, Alex Gizowski and Alex Gizowski Jr., Cetta Griffo, Henry 

Grosel, Sr. Hilda, David K., Karen, Jay, Jim, Joe, Joseph, Linda 

Knight, Dave & Joe Laurito, Sam L., Georgiann & Jim Leone, 

Laura, Linda,  Marie Lucas, Caroline Ludwig, Matt, Milo,  Barb M., 

Ruthea M., Sharon M.,  Cassidy Monroe, CJ, Logan & Mason 

Moore, Chuck Myers, Bill N., Nance, Mark Nolan, MaryAnn 

Nordstrom, Mary Notaro, Dave P, Daniel Rensel, Marilyn Rich-

mond, Gail & Eugene Ring,  Boo & Carter Rowland, Debbie S.,  

Paul Spinks, Sue, Norma St.George,  Chuck Schibetta, Jesse Smith, 

Ray Szymczak, Janice T,  Doris Till, Mary Pawlak Till, Jack Tucker, 

Valerie, Marion Volk, RichaDaniel Wollaston, all who suffer or are 

in danger or special need.  

Names will remain on the list for a period of three months after 

which requests may be renewed by contacting the office staff.  Re-

quests for sacraments for persons who are sick or homebound may 

also be referred to the office staff.  

COLLECTION TOTAL 

April 27 thru May 3 -  $1,420 

______________________________________ 

 
ONLINE GIVING OPTION 

Thank you once again to so many of you who have been 

continuing to support our parish with your contributions. 

I am edified by your generosity.  Some of you may find it 

more convenient to donate online.  If  you are in that 

group of people, you may donate directly to your parish at 

the Foundation of the Diocese of Buffalo website:  

FRCDB.org 

On the right side of the page, simply click on the button 

that reads Support Your Parish, and follow the instruc-

tions.  Under “select a giving opportunity” please scroll 

down to St. Anthony, Fredonia.   

MOTHER’S DAY PRAYER  
 
Most Blessed Virgin Mary,  

 Mother of all the living, intercede for all mothers.  

Ask your Divine Son to give them  

 the grace of complete trust in Him  

 so that, following your example,  

 they may surrender to God’s will in all things.  

May they find daily strength to say “yes”  

 to the call to the sacrificial love —  

 the very heart of the vocation of motherhood.  

May their love and witness  

 be a source of great inspiration  

 for all who are called to follow your Son. 

On this Mother’s day, Mother of the Word Incarnate, 

 pray for us who have recourse to you. Amen. 



MASS INTENTIONS  

Saturday, May 9: James Koch 

Sunday, May 10: Mother’s Day Intentions 

Monday, May 11: Frances Drago 

Tuesday, May 12: Philip Rollinson 

Wednesday, May 13: Janet Criscione 

Thursday, May 14: Marva Burt 

Friday, May 15: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

Saturday, May 16 : Rocco Teta 

Sunday, May 17: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

MASS SCHEDULE 
May 3 thru 12 

 SATURDAY - Weekday in Paschaltide- May 9 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

FOURTH SUNDAY of EASTER - May 10 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:15 AM LIVESTREAM MASS on youtube (not public) 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

MONDAY Weekday in Paschaltide - May 11 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

TUESDAY Sts. Nereus & Achilleus, MM.or 

St. Pancras, M -  May 12 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

WEDNESDAY Our Lady of Fatima - May 13 

 8:00AM St. J - No Public Mass 

 THURSDAY ST. MATTHIAS, Ap.  - May 14 

 8:00AM St. J -  No Public Mass 

FRIDAY Sts. Isidore & Maria Garcia, Married  

Couple - May 15 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass  

SATURDAY Weekday in Paschaltide - May 16 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

FIFTH SUNDAY of EASTER - May 17 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

 

MASS VIA LIVESTREAM  
 

If all goes as planned, St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

will offer LIVESTREAM MASS Sundays at 9:15 AM 

from the daily mass chapel at St. Joseph Parish.  It is 

likely that this environment will offer the best acoustics 

and wifi signal for broadcasting. After the livestream, 

this same mass will be available for viewing in recorded 

form.  The mass is still not public, but may be seen on a 

device with internet access.  Here’s how: 

1. Go to youtube..com 

2. Search for St. Joseph Fredonia & go there 

3. Click on the icon for Mass for that Sunday 
 



 2-D-3-1  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                                                                14-0150

THIS SPACE IS

Fantauzzi
FUNERAL HOME

82 East Main St.   Phone: 679-7300

McGraw-Kowal
Funeral Home

736 Central Ave., Dunkirk
366-1320

Family Owned & Operated

 A Dunkirk
 and Fredonia
 Tradition

525 Main St. • Dunkirk
366-1445

G U G I N O
• PLUMBING • HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING •

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

160 Cushing Street

679-0080
Dunkirk 

716-366-4070
www.lakeshoresavings.com

Contact James McGee to place an ad today!
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Wills • Trusts • Estate Planning • Real Estate

 FOLEY,FOLEY
 & PASSAFARO
 Attorneys At LAw

93 East Fourth St. • PO Box 50 Dunkirk, NY
716 366-3677 • fax 716 366-3691

965-2941
39 Main Street • Forestville

rwmonuments.com

56 E. Doughty St.

366-4818

Warm, compassionate care
for men, women and couples.

(716) 934-4515     Silver Creek, NY

St. Columban’s on the
Lake Retirement Home

JoAnn Catalano, Educational Consultant
 366-5120 Cell 785-2406

Email: jdcatclan@aol.com
www.discoverytoys.com/JoAnnCatalano

A.D. Titus Monuments
Trusted by Families for Generations

716-672-8456
41 White St. • Fredonia, NY 14063

www.titusmonuments.com

FREDONIA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Office Hours: 
By Appointment

Corner of Rt. 60 & Lakeview Ave.

679-1561

242 E. Main St. • Fredonia, NY
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE
 SERVICE CENTER
 Car Wash & Detailing
 679-0816

Your local hometown pharmacy
Specializing in serving our 

community with fast, friendly 
professional service and the 

highest quality of medicines and 
healthcare products.

10220 Rt. 60 • Fredonia, NY
716.672.8400

Greg Giambrone, Licensed Pharmacist

ADD LUMBER

Hardware-Paint-Building Materials
Delivery Available

148 Willow Rd • Dunkirk
366-1622

“We Service What We Sell”
10378 Bennett Rd. • Fredonia, NY

716 672 4365

Larson-Timko
Funeral Home

David J. Dengler, Funeral Director

(716) 679-9000
20 Central Avenue

Fredonia, New York 14063


