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 more keenly when we experience a lack of connection 

and togetherness.   

BEING TRIUMPHANT SOUNDS GOOD 

There are three groups of people in the Communion of 

Saints: the Church Triumphant, the Church Suffering, 

and the Church Militant.  The Church Triumphant refers 

to all the saints in heaven.  We’re not just talking about 

formally canonized saints here; it’s a much bigger con-

glomeration.  It’s everybody who has triumphed over sin 

and death through the Passion, Death and Resurrection of 

Christ—which, of course, is the only way for human be-

ings to attain that victory.  Doubtless you know people 

who are part of that group of people.   

CAN SUFFERING BE GOOD? 

Second, there’s the Church Suffering.  Those are the holy 

souls in Purgatory.  Purgatory is a dogma of the Church 

that doesn’t get a great deal of play these days.  There are 

many reasons for this, and to explore them would entirely 

derail this bulletin article and take us far afield.  Someday 

I’ll delve into that, but not this time.  For now, suffice it 

to say that the Church indeed teaches that Purgatory is a 

reality.   

It’s good to remember that Purgatory is part of God’s 

love and mercy every bit as it is a manifestation of His 

justice.  Even though I deserve to be punished for the sins 

of which I am guilty, I also benefit from thinking of Pur-

gatory not merely as punishment as an opportunity—an 

opportunity for souls who aren’t quite ready to be in 

heaven to get all gussied up before entering.       

MEETING THE QUEEN OF ENGLAND 

Let’s say that I’m on my way to meet the Queen of Eng-

land and on my way I stop for a burger and get a big mus-

tard stain on my shirt.  I’d sure like the chance to get that 

stain out of my shirt before meeting her.  It might mean 

delaying our meeting a little bit.  Maybe there are others 

who can help me get the mustard stain out of my shirt 

faster than if I have to do it all by myself.  The bottom 

line is that I know that I’m still going to meet Her Majes-

ty; I just want to be at my best.  I find it helpful to think 

of Purgatory in a way that’s something like that.  

We don’t like to think about those holy souls suffering, 

though, do we!  Of course not.  It would be really weird if 

we liked to think about our fellow men and women suf-

fering, wouldn’t it!  How warped!  But, it’s distinctively 

naïve to adopt some sort of Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm 

attitude that makes believe that suffering doesn’t exist or, 

worse, that God is somehow minimized into some sort of 

cheery grampa whose job it is (by our definition) to do 

my will and to give me treats.  Again, how warped! 

I also find it good to be mindful of the fact that the 

Church Suffering—aka, the Holy Souls in Purgatory—are 

members of the Communion of Saints.  The term saint 

comes from the Latin word for holy.  The saints are the 

holy ones of God.  One of the consolations of being a 

member of the Church Suffering is that its members are 

 
WE ARE NOT ALONE 

Maybe you remember a bulletin article I wrote with this 

title a few weeks ago.  

Maybe you’re thinking, “Ha!  Father Joe thinks that we 

won’t remember and he’s just recycling the same article 

he wrote a few weeks ago!”  

Maybe you’re thinking, “Ha!  Father Joe’s mind is failing 

and he can’t remember that he just ran this article in 

April.”  

The reality is: same title, different article.  

A PATRON SAINT FOR PANDEMICS? 

A few weeks ago, one of my sisters wrote to me and 

asked me who the patron saint of pandemics is.  Immedi-

ately, I thought this topic might make a good bulletin 

article.  After all, we know that the Catholic Church has a 

patron saint for everything under the Sun.  Indeed, I will 

be writing about saints to whom we might especially turn 

in times of a pandemic, but the more I considered this, 

the more I realized that there are various aspects of pray-

ing with the saints upon which we might reflect together.  

These days, there can be a great deal of anxiety and 

heartache because our usual ways of connecting with oth-

ers are compromised.  In some cases, those means are not 

available to us at all.  This isn’t normal for human beings, 

no matter how much people talk about a “new normal.”  

Even the Scriptures attest to this.  In the Book of Genesis, 

God looks at Adam and says, It is not good for the man 

to be alone.  Christ tells us that where two or three are 

gathered in my name, there am I among them.  The Book 

of the Acts of the Apostles attests over and over again 

how from the earliest days of the church gathering to-

gether as a community of believers was fundamental.   

OH GOODIE! READING ABOUT A DOGMA! 

One of the Church’s dogmas (that is, a point of faith in 

which Catholics are morally bound to believe) that jazzes 

me a great deal is that of what we call the Communion of 

Saints.  We’ve said it a gazillion times in the Apostles’ 

Creed: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  

Amen.    

The Catechism of the Catholic Church goes so far as to 

say: The communion of Saints IS the church.  There are 

plenty of references to it in scripture.  For example, the 

Letter to the Hebrews has this: Therefore, since we are 

surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also 

lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 

and let us run with perseverance the race that is set be-

fore us. Similarly, the letters of St. Paul contain many 

references to us all being joined together as the One 

Body of Christ, made up of many members.  This is 

something good to remember at any time, but perhaps 

more keenly when we experience a lack of connection 



holy ones of God.  One of the consolations of being a 

member of the Church Suffering is that its members are 

no longer subject to temptation.  Their wills are complete-

ly conformed to the will of God; they only want what 

God wants—maybe for the first time in their existence.  

They also know that they’ll be in heaven someday.   

If I may push my earlier “mustard stain” analogy a little 

bit farther, in the same way as others could help me get 

the mustard stain out of my shirt faster and expedite my 

meeting the Queen, we can help the Church Suffering to 

transition into the Church Triumphant more speedily by 

our prayers and sacrifices.  The members of the Church 

Suffering cannot do anything to help themselves, but they 

can help us with their prayers.  We can help them and 

they can help us. I‘ve found that I always, A-L-W-A-Y-S 

get the better end of the stick when I pray for the Souls in 

Purgatory.  It’s the deal of the week; it seems like they 

just won’t be outdone in generosity.  I also like to think 

that the people I am honored to help into heaven with my 

prayers and sacrifices will be in my cheering section 

when I am judged, submitting “legal briefs” (so to speak) 

in my defense.   

I suspect that all of us have some sort of suffering that 

devolves from the current Pandemic.  If I may put in a 

plug: don’t let that suffering go to waste!  Offer it up!  

Spiritually, unite it with the sufferings of Christ and offer 

it up!  St. Paul speaks of the mission to fill up what is 

lacking in the sufferings of Christ, (Col. 1:24).  No suffer-

ing is ever wasted or futile or pointless if we do this. 

Okay.  I could go on and on about the Church Suffering, 

but that’ll have to do it for the time being.   

 A MILITANT PERSON? 

We may not think that we belong to the Communion of 

Saints, but we do.  The third and final part of the Com-

munion of Saints is the Church Militant. We belong to 

that group.  Maybe the use of the word militant falls fun-

ny on our ears.  It comes from the idea—which we may 

experience more keenly during these COVID-19 days—

that the Church on earth is engaged in warfare against 

evil.  Maybe you’ve heard people say, “It’s a battle!”  

Well, in some very real ways, it is!  Members of a militia 

do battle, and so it is with us.   

THREE STATES TOGETHER 

These, then, are the “three states” of the Church—

Triumphant, Suffering, and Militant. So far, I think I’ve 

turned my attention to what constitutes the saints part of 

the Communion of Saints, but I haven’t written much 

about the communion part of this dogma.  The Catechism 

of the Catholic Church has this to say:  

When the Lord comes in glory, and all his angels with 

him, death will be no more and all things will be subject 

to him. But at the present time some of his disciples are 

pilgrims on earth. Others have died and are being puri-

fied, while still others are in glory, contemplating ‘in full 

light, God himself triune and one, exactly as he is.” 

SEVENTH DAY (Easter 

Thursday): 

The Lord said to St. Faustina: 

Today bring to Me THE 

SOULS WHO ESPECIALLY 

VENERATE AND GLORIFY 

MY MERCY,* and immerse 

them in My mercy. These souls 

sorrowed most over my Pas-

sion and entered most deeply 

into My spirit. They are living 

images of My Compassionate 

Heart. These souls will shine 

with a special brightness in the 

next life. Not one of them will 

All of us, however, in varying degrees and in different 

ways share in the same charity towards God and our 

neighbors, and we all sing the one hymn of glory to our 

God. All, indeed, who are of Christ and who have his 

Spirit form one Church and in Christ cleave together.…So 

it is that the union of the wayfarers with the brethren who 

sleep in the peace of Christ is in no way interrupted, but 

on the contrary, according to the constant faith of the 

Church, this union is reinforced by an exchange of spir-

itual goods. 

Being more closely united to Christ, those who dwell in 

heaven fix the whole Church more firmly in holiness. . . . 

They do not cease to intercede with the Father for us, as 

they proffer the merits which they acquired on earth 

through the one mediator between God and men, Christ 

Jesus . . . . So by their fraternal concern is our weakness 

greatly helped. (954-956) 

The intercession of the saints devolves from the realiza-

tion that all of God’s saints, all of God’s holy ones—on 

earth, in heaven, and in purgatory—are alive in Christ and 

are part of the Body of Christ.  Because Christ’s Body is 

alive—the truth of which we attest especially during this 

Easter Season—we who are “in” Christ’s Body are also 

alive, alive in Christ. We need to make sure that we don’t 

treat this as if it were anything less than true.   

Sometimes people say, “I don’t bother with the saints; I 

just go directly to Jesus because He’s the one mediator.” 

Well, there’s no denying that.  However, don’t you ever 

ask friends or fellow believes to pray with and/or for you?  

I bet you do.  I know I do. This practice was encouraged 

by Christ Himself; in the Gospel of Matthew18:19-20 He 

says: Amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth 

about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be 

granted to them by my heavenly Father. Fo where two or 

three are gathered in My Name, there am I among them. 

If the Lord has exhorted us to pray with our fellow, living 

members of His Body—the holy ones, the saints, for 

whom He is the “one mediator”—on earth, it just doesn’t 

make sense to me that this principle would somehow 

cease to apply to the other fellow, living members of His 

Body—the holy ones, the saints in heaven.   

The Catechism unpacks this even more:  

It is not merely by the title of example that we cherish the 

memory of those in heaven; we seek, rather, that by this 

devotion to the exercise of fraternal charity the union of 

the whole Church in the Spirit may be strengthened. Ex-

actly as Christian communion among our fellow pilgrims 

brings us closer to Christ, so our communion with the 

saints joins us to Christ, from whom as from its fountain 

and head issues all grace, and the life of the People of 

God itself. (957) 

Many of the saints themselves were deeply aware of this 

truth while they were on earth.  As death approached, St. 

Dominic told his bRethren, Do not weep, for I shall be 

more useful to you after my death and I shall help you 



 

REQUESTS for PRAYER 

Please Pray for: Judy A., Rachael Aqualina, Maria B., Wendy Bar-

one, Sally Battaglia, Ella Beach, Becky, Dro. Bowers, Alan Cave, 

Elaine Conti, Sam Conti, Crystal & Don, Debbie, Dennis D., Patricia 

D.,  Judy D’Angelo, Angelo Damaro, Dennis, Gordon Fenton, John 

Galley, Alex Gizowski and Alex Gizowski Jr., Cetta Griffo, Henry 

Grosel, Sr. Hilda, David K., Karen, Jay, Jim, Joe, Joseph, Linda 

Knight, Dave & Joe Laurito, Sam L., Georgiann & Jim Leone, Laura, 

Linda,  Marie Lucas, Caroline Ludwig, Matt, Milo,  Barb M., Ruthea 

M., Sharon M.,  Cassidy Monroe, CJ, Logan & Mason Moore, Chuck 

Myers, Bill N., Nance, Mark Nolan, MaryAnn Nordstrom, Mary No-

taro, Dave P, Daniel Rensel, Marilyn Richmond, Gail & Eugene Ring,  

Boo & Carter Rowland, Debbie S.,  Paul Spinks, Sue, Norma 

St.George,  Chuck Schibetta, Jesse Smith, Ray Szymczak, Janice T,  

Doris Till, Mary Pawlak Till, Jack Tucker, Valerie, Marion Volk, 

RichaDaniel Wollaston, all who suffer or are in danger or special 

need.  

Names will remain on the list for a period of three months after which 

requests may be renewed by contacting the office staff.  Requests for 

sacraments for persons who are sick or homebound may also be re-

ferred to the office staff.  

COLLECTION TOTAL 
April 27 thru May 3 -  $3,809 

ONLINE GIVING OPTION 

If you prefer, you may donate directly to your parish at 

the Foundation of the Diocese of Buffalo website:  

FRCDB.org 

Click on the button that reads Support Your Parish, and 

follow the instructions.  Under “select a giving opportuni-

ty” please scroll down to St. Anthony, Fredonia.  And, 

thank you again for your continued support of our parish. 

Fr. Joe     

then more effectively than during my life. St. Therese of 

the Child Jesus told her sisters, I want to spend my heaven 

in doing good on earth.” 

So it is that we have the joy of the company of the saints.  

I say it that way because most of us are experiencing isola-

tion to a painful degree.  I’m thinking that the saints are 

just waiting to be invited to ease that isolation, that they 

love us so much that they’re aching (if saints in heaven 

can ache) to become our partners in life.   

I have a friend who told her family that what she wanted 

most of all was for Mother’s Day was a day when all her 

children work and play well together in peace.  Such a day 

would give her great delight.  I bet it’s the same for our 

Father in heaven.  I bet he’s tickled pink when the kids 

come and pray together. It is from this perspective that 

next week  I’ll begin to spotlight for your consideration 

some saints who may be good companions as we move 

through this time of pandemic. You probably have some 

favorites already, but especially when it come to the saints, 

there’s always room for more friends in our lives.  

Devotedly in the Lord,  

Fr. Joe   



MASS INTENTIONS  

Saturday, May 16 : Rocco Teta 

Sunday, May 17: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

Monday, May 18: Cora Rogalski 

Tuesday, May 19: Tom Sullivan 

Wednesday, May 20: Bob Schertfager 

Thursday, May 21: Deceased Pastors of  

     Immaculate Conception Parish 

Friday, May 22: Rose Diate 

Saturday, May 23 : Ann Maggio Cobb Cohen 

Sunday, May 24: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

MASS SCHEDULE 

May 3 thru 12 

 SATURDAY - Weekday in Paschaltide- May 16 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

SIXTH SUNDAY of EASTER - May 17 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:15 AM LIVESTREAM MASS on youtube (not public) 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

MONDAY St. John I, Pope & Martyr - May 18 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

TUESDAY Weekday in Paschaltide -  May 19 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

WEDNESDAY St. Bernardine of Siena, Priest - May 20 

 8:00AM St. J - No Public Mass 

 THURSDAY—SOMENITY OF THE ASCENSION - May 21 

 8:00AM St. J -  No Public Mass 

FRIDAY St. Rita of Cascia, Wife & Religious - May 22 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass  

SATURDAY Weekday in Paschaltide - May 23 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

FIFTH SUNDAY of EASTER - May 24 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

 

MASS VIA LIVESTREAM  
 

St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes offer LIVESTREAM 

MASS Sundays at 9:15 AM  from the daily mass chapel 

at St. Joseph Parish.  This environment offers the best 

acoustics and wifi signal available to us for broadcasting. 

After the livestream, this same mass is available for 

viewing in recorded form.  The mass may be viewed on a 

device with internet access.  Here’s how: 

1. Go to youtube.com 

2. Search for St. Joseph Fredonia & go there 

3. Click on the icon for Mass for that Sunday 
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THIS SPACE IS

Fantauzzi
FUNERAL HOME

82 East Main St.   Phone: 679-7300

McGraw-Kowal
Funeral Home

736 Central Ave., Dunkirk
366-1320

Family Owned & Operated

 A Dunkirk
 and Fredonia
 Tradition

525 Main St. • Dunkirk
366-1445

G U G I N O
• PLUMBING • HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING •

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

160 Cushing Street

679-0080
Dunkirk 

716-366-4070
www.lakeshoresavings.com

Contact James McGee to place an ad today!
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Wills • Trusts • Estate Planning • Real Estate

 FOLEY,FOLEY
 & PASSAFARO
 Attorneys At LAw

93 East Fourth St. • PO Box 50 Dunkirk, NY
716 366-3677 • fax 716 366-3691

965-2941
39 Main Street • Forestville

rwmonuments.com

56 E. Doughty St.

366-4818

Warm, compassionate care
for men, women and couples.

(716) 934-4515     Silver Creek, NY

St. Columban’s on the
Lake Retirement Home

JoAnn Catalano, Educational Consultant
 366-5120 Cell 785-2406

Email: jdcatclan@aol.com
www.discoverytoys.com/JoAnnCatalano

A.D. Titus Monuments
Trusted by Families for Generations

716-672-8456
41 White St. • Fredonia, NY 14063

www.titusmonuments.com

FREDONIA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Office Hours: 
By Appointment

Corner of Rt. 60 & Lakeview Ave.

679-1561

242 E. Main St. • Fredonia, NY
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE
 SERVICE CENTER
 Car Wash & Detailing
 679-0816

Your local hometown pharmacy
Specializing in serving our 

community with fast, friendly 
professional service and the 

highest quality of medicines and 
healthcare products.

10220 Rt. 60 • Fredonia, NY
716.672.8400

Greg Giambrone, Licensed Pharmacist

ADD LUMBER

Hardware-Paint-Building Materials
Delivery Available

148 Willow Rd • Dunkirk
366-1622

“We Service What We Sell”
10378 Bennett Rd. • Fredonia, NY

716 672 4365

Larson-Timko
Funeral Home

David J. Dengler, Funeral Director

(716) 679-9000
20 Central Avenue

Fredonia, New York 14063


