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 SAINT-SEEKERS AND SAINT/SEEKERS 

We have such a rich heritage of saints!  They are truly 

heroes if ever there were such, and these are as varied as 

the personalities of the members of the Church.  As we 

look into various patron saints who may be apt patrons in 

times of a pandemic, we may find that each of us is 

drawn to this one or that, to one more than another.  And 

that’s just fine.   

Some may be drawn to enlist the prayers of several of 

these “patron saints of pandemics.” while others may pre-

fer just one.  I think it works a lot like our human friend-

ships do: some people like to have a panoply of friends, 

others like to go deeper with just a few.  It has also been 

my experience—and I offer this merely as a personal ob-

servation—that the saint(s) who want to help me seek me 

out even more than I seek them.   

DON’T FORGET MOM 

And, for heaven’s sake, please don’t limit yourself to my 

list!  We’re approaching the great feast of Pentecost, and 

the Holy Spirit moves in our hearts to direct our prayer, 

moving one person this way, and another that way.  Re-

member, too, that Our Lady is the Queen of All Saints 

(and also their and our Mother).  She’s good to pray to in 

every situation.  As I re-read the previous sentence, I 

blush at what a paltry understatement it is!  

GOOD OL’ JOE 

The same kind of latitude has been said of St. Joseph.  Of 

him, the great Doctor of the Church, St. Teresa of Jesus 

(aka “of Avila”) writes:  

I wish I could persuade everyone to be devoted to the glo-

rious St Joseph, for I have great experience of the bless-

ings which he can obtain from God. I do not remember 

that I have ever asked anything of him which he has 

failed to grant. I am astonished at the great favors which 

God has bestowed on me through this blessed saint, and 

at the perils from which he has delivered me, both in 

body and in soul. 

To other saints, the Lord seems to have given grace to 

help us in some of our necessities. But my experience is 

that St Joseph helps us in them all; also that the Lord 

wishes to teach us that, as he was himself subject on 

earth to St. Joseph, so in heaven he now does all that Jo-

seph asks. This has also been the experience of other per-

sons whom I have advised to commend themselves to the 

saint. ... 

I only request, for the love of God, whoever will not be-

lieve me will test the truth of what I say, for he will see by 

experience how great a blessing it is to recommend one-

self to this glorious patriarch and to be devout to him. 

A LITTLE PAROCHIAL 

Let’s also remember the patron of our parish, St. Antho-

ny.  My parents had as great devotion to him, evidenced 

by the fact that they named their only son Joseph Antho-

 

As I promised you in last week’s bulletin, this week I’m 

beginning to publish some “patron saints” to whom we 

might pray during a pandemic.  We Catholics have a pa-

tron saint for everything.   In fact, sometimes there are 

more than one patron saint for a particular need.   

A FABULOUS FOURSOME 

For example, while St. Jude (the apostle who sometimes 

has “Thaddeus” added to his name to distinguish him 

from Judas, the one who betrayed Christ) is the most fa-

mous patron saint of “hopeless cases” or “impossible 

causes,” it wasn’t always that way until St. Bridget of 

Sweden (c. 1303-1373) reported a vision in which she 

said that the Lord told her that St. Jude was a saint who 

just won’t take “no” for an answer.   

But, there are those who have recourse to St. Rita of Cas-

cia, who had to deal with plenty of “impossible” situa-

tions in her own life, not the least of which was an irasci-

ble husband and two sons whose temperament was more 

like unto that of their father than their mother.   

Two other saints round out the field in this category. St. 

Philomena was a teenager who was martyred because she 

refused to marry the Emperor Dioceltian who lusted for 

her.  She might have been forgotten largely were it not 

for a remarkable manner in which her tomb was discov-

ered in the early 1800s, after which devotion to her sky-

rocketed and she was hailed as St. Philomena the Won-

der-worker.  

Finally, when faced with seemingly “impossible” cases, 

Eastern Rite Christians especially pray to St. Gregory of 

Neocaesarea, also known as St. Gregory Thaumaturgus, 

which is Greek for “Wonder-worker.” He became bishop 

of Caesarea at the age of 40, there were only 17 Chris-

tians in his diocese.  When he died, there were only 17 

pagans left there.   

AND THAT AIN’T ALL FOLKS! 

Similarly, if you’re a young girl—or if you’re praying for 

one—the Church has an abundance of “patron saint” op-

tions.  Among these are Saints Agatha, Agnes, Catherine 

of Siena, Cecilia, Lucy, Maria Goretti, Philomena, and 

Therese of the Child Jesus.  That’s not an exhaustive list, 

by the way.   

If your (or our child’s or grandchild’s or godchild’s) First 

Communion has been delayed because of the Pandemic, 

there are at least two patron saints of First Communions: 

St. Tarcissus (a young Roman lad who was martyred for 

refusing to let the Blessed Sacrament—which he was 

“smuggling” to the sick—be desecrated) and St. Imelda 

Lambertini, a Dominican who had a particularly consum-

ing desire to receive the Eucharist from the age of five, 

which was finally realized amid miraculous circumstanc-

es at the age of 11.   

WE ARE NOT ALONE 
Part Two 

 



ny.  (Well, in truth, my middle name is partly for St. An-

thony and partly for my Uncle Tony, who was killed on 

the Beach at Normandy on D-Day.) More than once, I 

heard my father say, “People pray to St. Anthony to find 

lost articles, and that’s all well and good.  But, if they 

think that’s all he helps us with, they have a lot to learn.”  

When I telephoned my parents to let them know that the 

abbot of my monastery had just OKd my ordination, my 

mother said spontaneously, “Today’s Tuesday—St. An-

thony’s day.”   

BUT, DO I HAVE TO? 

Some may ask, “Do we have to pray with the saints?  

Why don’t we just go to the Lord directly with everything 

since He loves us so much?”  Well, of course it’s NEVER 

wrong to go directly to the Lord.  He’s at the center of all 

our prayers.  He’s at the center of everything!   

That said, I think about these days of isolation, and how 

we naturally find isolating ourselves a difficult thing to 

do.   It’s not normal; it’s not natural to the sociability that, 

to one degree or another, is part of the way God made us.   

Choosing to isolate ourselves from the saints in heaven 

makes about as much sense as choosing to isolate our-

selves from our friends on earth.  There’s no good reason 

to socially distance ourselves from our friends in heaven; 

the only thing infectious about them is their charity.  

What joy their friendship brings into our lives!  I rather 

suspect that it brings joy to the Father’s heart in the way 

that a mom or dad feels joy to see their children working 

and playing well together, enjoying each other’s compa-

ny.  Speaking for myself, I don’t ever find it a case of “Do

-I-have-to pray-with-the-saints?” I’ve always found that 

it’s one of the “bennies,” one of the benefits that God 

gives to increase the joy of being His child.  It isn’t any 

more complicated than that.   

Devotedly in the Lord,  

Fr. Joe 

ST. CORONA 

You may be thinking, “You must be joking!” I am not. A 

person can’t make this stuff up.  Yes, there really is a St. 

Corona and she has been invoked to help with epidemics 

and pandemics in the history of the Church, especially in 

Eastern Bavaria and Austria.   

St. Corona’s popularity around the world has surged with 

the outbreak of the virus of the same name.  Corona 

means crown in Latin.  In the case of COVID-19, it’s a 

reference to the spikes that protrude around the sphere-

shaped virus, which looked like crown to some microbiol-

ogist along the way.  As for St. Corona, it’s not only 

merely her name; she was also a martyr and, therefore, a 

recipient of what hagiographers (that’s a fancy name that 

refers to people who write about saints) commonly refer 

to as the martyr’s crown—a term goes all the way back to 

St. Stephen, the first martyr.  The name, Stephen — in 

Greek, Stephanos — means “crown”  (just as Corona 

does in Latin.)  The early Church made a pun on that 

name, saying that Christians who die for the Faith receive 

a martyr’s crown. There’s even a reference in the Book of 

Revelation, wherein the Lord tells the Church of Ephesus: 

Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown 

[stephanon] of life (2:10). When artists depicted martyrs 

in the early Church, they showed them with crowns—a 

sign of their belonging to the order of St. Stephen. 

Now back to St. Corona.  Up until the current pandemic, 

she was fairly obscure.  She’s not even listed in my copy 

of Butler’s Lives of the Saints—a book which does in-

clude five different saints by the name of Eleutherius, St. 

Oengus the Caldee, St. Woolo (also called St. Gundleus) 

St. Kessog, St. Nathy, and four saints named Zozimus.  

(People don’t seem to be naming their kids for these 

saints very often. Go figure!)  But, no St. Corona! 

Much of St. Corona’s story falls into the category of leg-

end. We do know that she was a courageous Christian 

woman who loved the Lord more than life itself, and if 

that’s all we knew about her, she would be worthy of be-

ing extolled.  Most sources put her martyrdom in 170 AD, 

but some have it as late as 177.  As the story goes, there 

was a Roman Soldier named Victor, whose Christian faith 

became known.  He was brought before a judge named 

Sebastian, who had him tied to a pillar and viciously 

flogged. Corona at age 16, was married to another Roman 

soldier.  While St. Victor was suffering, Corona knelt be-

fore him, and encouraged him to remain faithful to the 

Lord. Victor lived up to his name and never denied Christ.    

This infuriated Sebastian, who had Corona imprisoned 

and tortured.  However, she remained steadfast. So, Se-

bastian tied her to the tops of two palm trees that had been 

bent to the ground. On his order, the ropes were severed 

and the trees sprang to an upright position, ripping Coro-

na’s body apart. After that, the saint was beheaded.  

There is historical evidence of devotion to St. Corona and 

St. Victor.  During the First Crusade, a church was erect-

ed in their honor in Feltre in northern Italy.  There’s also a 

statue of St. Corona in the cathedral in Muenster, Germa-

ny.  Her relics were brought to the monastery of Aachen 

in Germany c. 1000, and were rediscovered in 1910.  The 

Diocese of Raleigh, NC, that first suggested invoking St. 

Corona’s help during the current pandemic.   

Lord, Jesus Christ, You came into this world for our sal-

vation. Look kindly on us now, we pray, that we, and all 

those who serve You, might be kept safe from this epidem-

ic.  Heal those who are sick, comfort the suffering, bring 

back those who have gone astray, and above all, increase 

our faith, O Lord. Give us the grace to follow You and, 

like the martyr St. Corona, who gave her life for love of 

You, to take up our crosses daily without fear or hesita-

tion. Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, have mercy 

on us and on the whole world. St. Corona, patroness of 

epidemic victims, pray for us. 



REQUESTS for PRAYER 

Please Pray for: Judy A., Rachael Aqualina, Maria B., Wendy Bar-

one, Sally Battaglia, Ella Beach, Becky, Dr. Bowers, Alan Cave, 

Elaine Conti, Sam Conti, Crystal & Don, Debbie, Dennis D., Patricia 

D.,  Judy D’Angelo, Angelo Damaro, Dennis, Gordon Fenton, John 

Galley, Alex Gizowski and Alex Gizowski Jr., Cetta Griffo, Henry 

Grosel, Sr. Hilda, David K., Karen, Jay, Jim, Joe, Joseph, Linda 

Knight, Dave & Joe Laurito, Sam L., Georgiann & Jim Leone, Laura, 

Linda,  Marie Lucas, Caroline Ludwig, Matt, Milo,  Barb M., Ruthea 

M., Sharon M.,  Cassidy Monroe, CJ, Logan & Mason Moore, Chuck 

Myers, Bill N., Nance, Mark Nolan, MaryAnn Nordstrom, Mary Nota-

ro, Dave P, Daniel Rensel, Marilyn Richmond, Gail & Eugene Ring,  

Boo & Carter Rowland, Debbie S.,  Paul Spinks, Sue, Norma 

St.George,  Chuck Schibetta, Jesse Smith, Ray Szymczak, Janice T,  

Doris Till, Mary Pawlak Till, Jack Tucker, Valerie, Marion Volk, 

RichaDaniel Wollaston, all who suffer or are in danger or special need.  

Names will remain on the list for a period of three months after which 

requests may be renewed by contacting the office staff.  Requests for 

sacraments for persons who are sick or homebound may also be re-

ferred to the office staff.  

COLLECTION TOTAL 
May 11-17 -  $2,634 

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. (2 Corinthians 9:7)  THANK YOU! 

A MUSICAL OFFERING? 

I don’t have the particulars worked out yet, but 

I’ve been thinking about what I might be able to 

do for my people during these days of not seeing 

you.  Now that there’s a youtube account on 

which we’re posting a livestreamed Sunday 

Mass, I thought I might also post occasional oth-

er offerings—a reflection perhaps, or something 

musical—a piano piece here, an organ piece 

there.  Just a little something that might brighten 

your day or soothe your spirit.   

I just had this idea a few days ago.  I’ve started 

to practice; we’ll have to see what happens.  I 

know it doesn’t have to be perfect—it won’t be, I 

assure you—but I don’t want to make your day 

worse by having so many klinkers in my presen-

tation that I send you screaming into the night. 

If you want to check and see if I’ve managed to 

put anything up, follow the procedure for access-

ing the livestream mass, which can be found in 

the yellow box on the flap of this bulletin.  

I just want to let you know what’s bubbling in 

my head and where you can find these little vide-

os if and when they materialize.  You are dear to 

my heart I’m longing to do what I can.   

Fr. Joe 



MASS INTENTIONS  

Saturday, May 23 : Ann Maggio Cobb Cohen 

Sunday, May 24: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

Monday, May 25: Audrey Bifaro, Rosemary Crocoll,  

     Christine Coughlin & Susan Farata 

Tuesday, May 26: Tom Lynch 

Wednesday, May 27: Brother of Mr. Colin Hart 

Thursday, May 28: Thank You, Blessed Mother 

Friday, May 29: Lucia Giambrone 

Saturday, May 30 : Rocco Teta 

Sunday, May 31: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

MASS SCHEDULE 

May 3 thru 12 

 SATURDAY - Weekday in Paschaltide- May 23 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

SEVENH SUNDAY of EASTER - May 24 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:15 AM LIVESTREAM MASS on youtube (not public) 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

MONDAY St. Bede the Venerable, P & D - May 25 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

TUESDAY St. Philip Neri, P -  May 26 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

WEDNESDAY St. Augustine of Canterbury, B - May 207 

 8:00AM St. J - No Public Mass 

 THURSDAY Weekday in Paschaltide - May 28 

 8:00AM St. J -  No Public Mass 

FRIDAY St. Paul VI, Pope - May 29 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass  

SATURDAY Weekday in Paschaltide - May 30 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

PENTECOST SUNDAY - May 31 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

 

MASS VIA LIVESTREAM  
 

St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes offer LIVESTREAM 

MASS Sundays at 9:15 AM  from the daily mass chapel 

at St. Joseph Parish.  This environment offers the best 

acoustics and wifi signal available to us for broadcasting. 

After the livestream, this same mass is available for 

viewing in recorded form.  The mass may be viewed on a 

device with internet access.  Here’s how: 

1. Go to youtube.com 

2. Search for St. Joseph Fredonia & go there 

3. Click on the icon for Mass for that Sunday 
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THIS SPACE IS

Fantauzzi
FUNERAL HOME

82 East Main St.   Phone: 679-7300

McGraw-Kowal
Funeral Home

736 Central Ave., Dunkirk
366-1320

Family Owned & Operated

 A Dunkirk
 and Fredonia
 Tradition

525 Main St. • Dunkirk
366-1445

G U G I N O
• PLUMBING • HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING •

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

160 Cushing Street

679-0080
Dunkirk 

716-366-4070
www.lakeshoresavings.com

Contact James McGee to place an ad today!
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Wills • Trusts • Estate Planning • Real Estate

 FOLEY,FOLEY
 & PASSAFARO
 Attorneys At LAw

93 East Fourth St. • PO Box 50 Dunkirk, NY
716 366-3677 • fax 716 366-3691

965-2941
39 Main Street • Forestville

rwmonuments.com

56 E. Doughty St.

366-4818

Warm, compassionate care
for men, women and couples.

(716) 934-4515     Silver Creek, NY

St. Columban’s on the
Lake Retirement Home

JoAnn Catalano, Educational Consultant
 366-5120 Cell 785-2406

Email: jdcatclan@aol.com
www.discoverytoys.com/JoAnnCatalano

A.D. Titus Monuments
Trusted by Families for Generations

716-672-8456
41 White St. • Fredonia, NY 14063

www.titusmonuments.com

FREDONIA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Office Hours: 
By Appointment

Corner of Rt. 60 & Lakeview Ave.

679-1561

242 E. Main St. • Fredonia, NY
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE
 SERVICE CENTER
 Car Wash & Detailing
 679-0816

Your local hometown pharmacy
Specializing in serving our 

community with fast, friendly 
professional service and the 

highest quality of medicines and 
healthcare products.

10220 Rt. 60 • Fredonia, NY
716.672.8400

Greg Giambrone, Licensed Pharmacist

ADD LUMBER

Hardware-Paint-Building Materials
Delivery Available

148 Willow Rd • Dunkirk
366-1622

“We Service What We Sell”
10378 Bennett Rd. • Fredonia, NY

716 672 4365

Larson-Timko
Funeral Home

David J. Dengler, Funeral Director

(716) 679-9000
20 Central Avenue

Fredonia, New York 14063


