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MASS 

Weekends: 

 St Anthony: Sat. 4 pm, Sun. 9:30 am 

 St. Joseph: Sun. 8 am, 11:15 am  

Weekdays:  

 St Anthony: 8:15AM, M-Tu-F  

 St. Joseph: 8 am, W-Th  

CONFESSIONS   
 St. Anthony: Sat. 3:30 pm 

OFFICE & FAITH FORMATION 

 Phone: (716) 679-4096  

 Fax: 672-8576 

 Email: padua@netsync.net 

 Business Hours: M-W-Th-F (Closed Tuesdays) 

  St. Anthony: 12:30PM - 3:30PM  

  St. Joseph: 8:30AM - 11:30AM 

 Rectory Phone: 679-4050 

ST. JOSEPH (“Sister Parish”) 

 145 E. Main St., Fredonia 

 Phone: 679-4116  

ST. ANTHONY CEMETERY: 672-6657 

NO. CHAUTAUQUA (Regional) 

 CATHOLIC SCHOOL: 366-0630 

PENTECOST SUNDAY  
May 31, 2020 



 ST. ROCK  
(also called St. Rocco and St. Roch) 

Feast Day: August 16th 

 

Last week, it was mentioned in the parish bulletin that 

there are many saints who are invoked in times of epi-

demics, pandemics, and plagues.  There was an article 

about St. Corona, whose prayers have been sought for 

help in times of pandemics long before the advent of the 

present virus that shares her name.   

This week’s saint is St. Rock, also called St. Rocco (in 

Italian) and St. Rock (in French).  There are both a 

stained glass window and a statue dedicated to St. Rock 

in St. Anthony Church.  St. Rock ministered to victims of 

the plague and became infected by it himself.  Hence, his 

intercession against plagues and pandemics (as well ul-

cers and sores of the leg) has proven helpful to his devo-

tees for centuries.  

Rock was born in Montpellier, France around the year 

1295.  His family belonged to the nobility.  His parents 

were very pious, and has prayed daily for a long time that 

the Lord would bless them with a child.  Indeed, the Lord 

granted their request and baby Rock came to them.  He 

was born with the birthmark of a red cross on his chest, 

and his parents interpreted this to be a sign that he was 

destined for works of charity and a holy life.  They were 

right! 

Rock’s home environment was a pious one, and his par-

ents took care to teach him the faith, and to practice of 

piety, penance, and charity. However, both of his parents 

died when he was a young boy.  His father’s dying words 

(which were directed to him) came to be something that 

that the young boy would always cherish his entire life: 

Before all things, devote yourself to the service of God, 

and meditate diligently on the sufferings of our Divine 

Lord. Be the stay of the widow, the orphan, and all those 

in misfortune. Above all, keep yourself from avarice, the 

source of very many sins. Be eyes to the blind, and feet to 

the lame, be a father to the poor, and know that by em-

ploying the property which I leave you in works of mercy, 

you will be blessed by God and man. 

Rock’s vocation was to remain a bachelor his entire life.   

He relinquished his inherited right to govern Montpelier 

to his uncle. Then he sold his possessions and gave all he 

had to the poor. He became a pilgrim—and dressed as 

one so that no one would recognize him as a nobleman— 

and set out on foot for Rome. En route, he stopped at the 

town of Aquapendente which was besieged by the 

plague.  Ever devoted to works of charity as a follower of 

Christ, he began to minister to those stricken with the 

disease.  Many came to be cured when the saint made the 

sign of the cross over them.  He moved on to other cities 

with the same result.  Everywhere the terrible scourge 

vanished by the miraculous power God granted him.  

 

VENI, SANCTE SPIRITUS  

SEQUENCE for PENTECOST 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

There are several great texts for celebrating the Feast of 

Pentecost.  Possibly the greatest of these is that of the 

Sequence for that same feast, Veni, Sancte Spiritus.  I 

was never a good enough Latin student to pray it in its 

original language without struggling mightily; I did bet-

ter reading it in an English translation.  Some of my fa-

vorite memories of this feast from my college years and 

from when I was in the monastery happened while sitting 

quietly and reflecting on this magnificent text.  I offer it 

here in hopes that you will find as much joy in it as I 

have over the years. A Blessed Pentecost to you all!   

 

Devotedly in the Lord,  

Fr. Joe 

 

Come, O Holy Spirit, come!  

And from Thy celestial home 

 Shed a ray of light divine!  

Come, Thou Father of the poor!  

Come, Thou source of all our store!  

 Come, within our bosoms shine!  

 

Thou, of comforters the best;  

Thou, the soul’s most welcome guest,  

 Sweet refreshment here below.   

In our labor, rest most sweet; / 

Grateful coolness in the heat,  

 Solace in the midst of woe.   

 

O most blessed Light divine, / 

Shine within these hearts of Thine.  

 And our inmost being fill.   

Where thou are not, man hath naught,  

Nothing good in deed or thought,  

 Nothing free from taint of ill.  

 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew; / 

On our dryness pour Thy dew;  

 Wash the stains of guilt away:  

Bend the stubborn heart and will;  / 

Melt the frozen, warm the hill;  

 Guide the steps that go astray.   

 

On the faithful who adore  

And confess Thee evermore 

 In your sev’nfold gift descend;  

Give them virtue’s sure reward; / 

Give them Thy salvation, Lord;  

 Give them joys that never end.  Amen.  Alleluia.  

 



Having traveled from city to city, including Cesena, Man-

tua, Modena and Parma, Rock himself was stricken with 

the plague in Piacenza. 

Because he didn’t want to be a burden to the other sick 

patients, Rock left the hospital, asking God to let him per-

ish alone in the wild. He withdrew to a small hut, intend-

ing to die there, when a dog, guided by God, appeared 

with a small loaf of bread. Rock took the bread and gave 

the pooch a blessing. This happened several times. Even-

tually, the dog’s owner became curious as to where the 

dog was taking the bread, and followed him to the dying 

Rock. He took Rock into his home and nursed him back 

to health. The two pious men lived together and devoted 

their lives to prayer and practices of penance. 

When his health had fully returned Rock went back to the 

city and again began to heal the sick once more. He also 

blessed and cured many animals that had been stricken by 

the plague and became known for his love of animals.  

Rock received a message from God to return to his home-

land so the two men parted ways and Rock returned to 

Montpellier. However, upon his return He kept his noble 

identity a secret.  He was taken for a spy, arrested and 

thrown into prison. Even though all he has to do was to 

reveal his identity to gain freedom, he chose instead to 

suffer mistreatment for the sake of Christ, imitating his 

Lord who suffered injustice.   

After five years in a dungeon, Rock neared death. So, he 

requested the Sacraments. The priest who came beheld 

Rock in a radiant light and, after ministering to the saint’s 

sacramental needs, hastily informed the governor of what 

he’d seen. Meanwhile, Rock had a vision of an angel who 

told him, “The time is come for you to receive the reward 

for your labors and sufferings, and for your soul to repose 

in Heaven. God is pleased with you.” He awoke in joy 

and, addressing God, asked that whoever is attacked by 

the plague, or in the danger of being so attacked, shall 

implore my protection with faith and may be delivered 

from the sickness or preserved from his scourge. With 

that he expired, raising his eyes to Heaven and pressing 

his crucifix to his heart. By his side was found a tablet on 

which an angel had written in letters of gold the name of 

Rock and the words: I announce protection and deliver-

ance to all those who being endangered by the plague, 

shall have recourse to my intercession. 

When the governor came to see the deceased he was 

amazed to find that it was his nephew! His family was 

summoned and uncovering the chest of Rock once again 

saw the wondrous, red cross with which he had been 

marked from birth. Rock was believed to be 32 years of 

age at the time of his death in 1327. 

In 1414, during the Council of Constance, the plague 

broke out. The Council Fathers ordered public prayers 

and processions in honor of St. Rock and the plague im-

mediately ceased.   

SCHOLARSHIP for GRADUATING SENIORS  

St. Anthony Parish is pleased to administer the Erica 

O’Donoughue and Rev Daniel P Walsh Scholarship.  To  

qualify, an applicant must:  

1. be a registered  member of St. Anthony parish, along 

with his/her family 

2. be a graduating senior who is a participating member 

of St. Anthony Parish 

3. have received the Sacrament of Confirmation 

4. plan to attend an institute of higher learning in the fall 

5. submit an essay of approximately 200 words on the 

topic: Why Being a Member of the Catholic Church 

Matters to Me 

Applications must be received by  

3 PM on Wednesday, June 24.  

Applications may be mailed to the parish office or sub-

mitted in person, The winner will be announced at a Sun-

day mass at which the parish graduates will be presented.  

Because of restrictions relative to the pandemic, it is not 

yet possible to determine a specific date for this event.   

PRAYER TO ST. ROCK 

Hail, O Holy St. Rock, 

born of a noble family,  

marked in the left side with the sign of the Cross!  

In your journeys far and wide,  

with your health-giving touch,  

you healed in a marvelous way 

the sick who were struck with the deadly plague.  

Hail, O Angelic St. Rock,  

who, by the intervention of a heavenly messenger,  

obtained from God  

the privilege of preserving from the plague  

all those who invoke you! 

Pray for us, O Blessed Rock, 

that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.  

Oh God, who engraved on a tablet,  

by the hand of an angel,  

the promise made to Blessed Rock  

of preserving from the plague  

whosoever should invoke his name,  

vouchsafe, by his merits and prayers,  

to grant that we may be delivered  

from the plague of both soul and body.  

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



REQUESTS for PRAYER 

Please Pray for: Sally Battaglia, Alan Cave, Gordon Fenton,  Alex 

Gizowski Sr. and Alex Jr. Henry Grosel Sr., Georgiann & Jim Leone, 

Caroline Ludwig, Mary Notaro, Marilyn Richmond, Boo & Carter 

Rowland, Norma St. George, Chuck Schibetta, Ray Szymczak, 

Richard Daniel Wollaston, all who suffer or are in special need.  

Names remain on the list for a period of three months.  If it is 

desirable to renew that request for subsequent three-month periods, 

please phone or email  the office staff.  Requests for sacraments for 

persons who are sick or homebound may also be referred to the office 

staff. 

COLLECTION TOTAL 

Collection totals for May 18-24 were not available  

at the time of publication of this week’s bulletin  

ONLINE GIVING OPTION 

If you may find it more convenient to donate online, you 

may donate directly to your parish at the Foundation of 

the Diocese of Buffalo website:  

FRCDB.org 

On the right side of the page, simply click on the button 

that reads Support Your Parish, and follow the instruc-

tions.  Under “select a giving opportunity” please scroll 

down to St. Anthony, Fredonia.   

MUSICAL OFFERING UPDATE 

As I mentioned in the May 24th bulletin, I’ve been 

thinking about what I might be able to do for my 

people during these days of not seeing you. Since 

there’s a youtube account for our livestreamed 

Sunday Mass, I got the idea of posting some other 

stuff there.  I could offer some reflections, but you 

hear lots of words from me, both in this bulletin 

and when I preach at mass.  That’s why I thought 

maybe you might enjoy something musical—a 

piano piece here, an organ piece there. I’ve been 

practicing, but I’m rustier than I realized! In fact, 

I’ve recorded a couple of short pieces already, but 

I need to see if I can convert them to a format that 

can be posted to youtube—nothing elaborate; just 

a little something that might brighten your day or 

soothe your spirit.. It won’t be perfect, but maybe 

this is a painless (and I hope pleasant) way to stay 

in touch. If you want to check and see if I’ve man-

aged to post anything, follow the procedure for 

accessing the livestream mass, which can be found 

in the box on the flap of this bulletin.  

So, we’ll see what happens.  I’ll repeat just what I 

said in the last bulletin: you are dear to my heart 

I’m eager to do what I can. God bless & keep you!   

Devotedly in the Lord,  

Fr. Joe 



MASS INTENTIONS  

Saturday, May 30 : Rocco Teta 

Sunday, May 31: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

Monday, June 1: Tom & Claudia Sullivan 

Tuesday, June 2: Josephine Giambrone 

Wednesday, June 3: Susan Galley 

Thursday, June 4: Thank You, St. Joseph 

Friday, June 5: Ray & Angeline Bruno 

Saturday, June 6 : Roger Williams 

Sunday, June 7: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

MASS SCHEDULE 

May 30 thru June 7 

 SATURDAY - Weekday in Paschaltide- May 30 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

PENTECOST SUNDAY - May 31 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:15 AM LIVESTREAM MASS on youtube (not public) 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

MONDAY Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church - June 1 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

TUESDAY Weekday -  June 2 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

WEDNESDAY SS Charles Lwanga & Companions, Mrts. - June 3 

 8:00AM St. J -  No Public Mass 

 THURSDAY Weekday - June 4 

 8:00AM St. J -  No Public Mass 

FRIDAY St. Boniface, Bishop & Martyr - June 5 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass  

SATURDAY St. Norbert, Bishop - June 6 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

TRINITY SUNDAY - June 7 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

9:15 AM LIVESTREAM MASS on youtube (not public) 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

MASS VIA LIVESTREAM  

 

St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes offer LIVESTREAM 

MASS Sundays at 9:15 AM  from the daily mass chapel 

at St. Joseph Parish.  This environment offers the best 

acoustics and wifi signal available to us for broadcasting. 

After the livestream, this same mass is available for 

viewing in recorded form.  The mass may be viewed on a 

device with internet access.  Here’s how: 

1. Go to youtube.com 

2. Search for St. Joseph Fredonia & go there 

3. Click on the icon for Mass for that Sunday 
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THIS SPACE IS

Fantauzzi
FUNERAL HOME

82 East Main St.   Phone: 679-7300

McGraw-Kowal
Funeral Home

736 Central Ave., Dunkirk
366-1320

Family Owned & Operated

 A Dunkirk
 and Fredonia
 Tradition

525 Main St. • Dunkirk
366-1445

G U G I N O
• PLUMBING • HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING •

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

160 Cushing Street

679-0080
Dunkirk 

716-366-4070
www.lakeshoresavings.com

Contact James McGee to place an ad today!
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Wills • Trusts • Estate Planning • Real Estate

 FOLEY,FOLEY
 & PASSAFARO
 Attorneys At LAw

93 East Fourth St. • PO Box 50 Dunkirk, NY
716 366-3677 • fax 716 366-3691

965-2941
39 Main Street • Forestville

rwmonuments.com

56 E. Doughty St.

366-4818

Warm, compassionate care
for men, women and couples.

(716) 934-4515     Silver Creek, NY

St. Columban’s on the
Lake Retirement Home

JoAnn Catalano, Educational Consultant
 366-5120 Cell 785-2406

Email: jdcatclan@aol.com
www.discoverytoys.com/JoAnnCatalano

A.D. Titus Monuments
Trusted by Families for Generations

716-672-8456
41 White St. • Fredonia, NY 14063

www.titusmonuments.com

FREDONIA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Office Hours: 
By Appointment

Corner of Rt. 60 & Lakeview Ave.

679-1561

242 E. Main St. • Fredonia, NY
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE
 SERVICE CENTER
 Car Wash & Detailing
 679-0816

Your local hometown pharmacy
Specializing in serving our 

community with fast, friendly 
professional service and the 

highest quality of medicines and 
healthcare products.

10220 Rt. 60 • Fredonia, NY
716.672.8400

Greg Giambrone, Licensed Pharmacist

ADD LUMBER

Hardware-Paint-Building Materials
Delivery Available

148 Willow Rd • Dunkirk
366-1622

“We Service What We Sell”
10378 Bennett Rd. • Fredonia, NY

716 672 4365

Larson-Timko
Funeral Home

David J. Dengler, Funeral Director

(716) 679-9000
20 Central Avenue

Fredonia, New York 14063


