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 poor and needy. He visited prisoners, taught catechism to 

street children and cared for the sick and dying.  

A plague of epidemic proportions broke out in Rome in 

1591.  The Jesuit Order opened a hospital in Rome.  Aloys-

ius was among the many Jesuits who volunteered to help 

provide care for the patients.  He was particularly solicitous 

toward the sick, and seemed happy to do the most menial of 

tasks for them.  At the same time, he told his spiritual direc-

tor that he found the smells and general conditions of caring 

for the sick were something that particularly repulsed him.  

He often found himself getting sick to his stomach.  He had 

to work hard to overcome his repulsion. 

In time, a number of Jesuits fell victim to the plague, so the 

order withdrew its younger members from that ministry.  

However, Aloysius begged to be allowed to return to caring 

for the sick.  At first, his requests were denied, but he per-

sisted and eventually his superiors gave him permission at 

the Hospital of Our Lady of Consolation, where persons 

with infectious diseased were not admitted.  

One day, Aloysius lifted a man out of his sickbed. After 

tending to his needs, he returned him to his bed. However, 

it came to be discovered that the man had been infected 

with the plague. Aloysius caught the disease and grew ill. 

He had become bedridden by 3 March 1591. Because he 

had pre-existing conditions that already had compromised 

his health, it was expected that he would die from the 

plague. Even Aloysius himself was of that mind; he even 

predicted the day of his death. 

Although the plague did not take his life per se, Aloysius’s 

death was caused complications that resulted from contract-

ing the disease.  He was left with a low-grade fever and in a 

very weakened condition from which he never recovered.  

He would only live for another three months.  At times, he 

seemed to improve a bit, but in general his health was on a 

sinking trajectory.  In his last days, he spoke less, and 

would sometimes murmur, “Into Thy hands…” echoing 

Christ’s words on the cross from Psalm 31, Father, into Thy 

hands, I commend my spirit.  He died exactly one week 

after the feast of Corpus Christi, around midnight on June 

20-21, 1591, with the name of Jesus on his lips.   

PATRONAGES 

He was named a patron of young students and seminarians 

not long after his canonization by Pope Benedict XIII.  In 

1926, Pope Pius XI gave him a bigger job,  naming him 

patron of all Christian youth. For his compassion and cour-

age in the face of an incurable disease, Aloysius Gonzaga 

was made the patron both of persons suffering from AIDS 

and their caregivers, a designation given him by St. John 

Paul II in 1991. Above and beyond all this, however, owing 

to the manner of his death, he has long been considered a 

patron saint of plague victims and has been invoked in 

times of epidemics and pandemics.  

Devotedly in the Lord,  

Fr. Joe 

ST. ALOYSIUS 
Patron Saint in Times of Pandemic 

YOU SAY “PO-TAY-TO” & I SAY “PO-TAH-TO” 

College basketball fans are no strangers to the name of 

Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA—named for the 

late-16th Century Italian Jesuit, St. Aloysius Gonzaga.  

When I was a monk in Oregon, there were some years 

when that school’s team fared very well in the NCAA 

tournaments.  I also remember some Northwesterners 

objecting to my pronunciation of the name: I pro-

nounce it with a Italianized or Latinized vowel on the 

accented syllable (gun-ZAH-guh).  Some of the locals 

were adamant about pronouncing gun-ZAG(as in 

“bag”)-uh.  They contended that local pronunciation 

held sway.  I retorted that you can’t get any more local 

than the actual family of the saint, that the locals don’t 

get to change the way a person’s surname is pro-

nounced, and that since he’s from Italy, the only pro-

nunciation imaginable was the one I used.  After all, 

the first syllable of Beethoven’s name isn’t pronounced 

like “beet” is “red beet.”   

I never got anywhere with them, nor they with me. 

There are even articles to be found on the internet 

staunchly espousing one position or the other.  In the 

end, I suppose we’ll each say it however we please.  

GETTING TO THE POINT 

But, this isn’t an article about diction.  It’s about St. 

Aloysius Gonzaga, who is another saint whose inter-

cession is often sought in times of epidemics and pan-

demics.  

When I went to Catholic grade school, the teachers 

(mostly the Franciscans Sisters who taught me) took 

great care to impart knowledge of certain saints in par-

ticular.  One of those was St. Aloysius.  There was 

even a window dedicated to him in our parish church.  

I suppose that the emphasis in those days came from 

his being one of the patron saints of youths, owing in 

part to the fact that he was only twenty-three years old 

when he died.   

LIFE OF THE SAINT 

He was born in Lombardy in Italy on March 9, 1568, 

the firstborn son of the Marquis de Castiglione.  Aloys-

ius’s father was set on his son becoming a prominent 

soldier.  But, the young saint was not so inclined. With 

his mother’s approval and his father’s grudging con-

sent—which he gave then rescinded a number of 

times—eventually he entered the Jesuit order in 1585. 

From all reports, he was a model novice.  He suffered 

from various conditions that compromised his health, 

but never yielded to feeling sorry for himself.  If any-

thing, those responsible for his formation had to advise 

him not to be overly zealous in his prayers and pen-

ances. In addition, he immersed himself in serving the 



PRAYER TO ST. ALOYSIUS GONZAGA  

St. Aloysius Gonzaga,  

you were eager to care for  

your suffering brothers and sisters in Christ  

in the midst of a terrible epidemic. 

You persisted in seeking permission  

to care for the sick, 

even though you knew  

it might endanger your own health. 

You felt natural revulsion  

toward the unpleasant realities  

of the sickness around you,  

but you wholeheartedly threw yourself 

into the task of caring for those 

who were ill and dying. 

I pray through your powerful intercession  

for all those who are affected  

by this pandemic. 

May the Lord bring healing to the sick,  

wisdom to medical professionals,  

prudence to our civil leaders,  

hope to those who are discouraged,  

and charity towards all . 

St Aloysius Gonzaga, pray for us. 

SCHOLARSHIP for GRADUATING SENIORS  

St. Anthony Parish is pleased to administer the Erica 

O’Donoughue and Rev Daniel P Walsh Scholarship.  To  

qualify, an applicant must:  

1. be a registered  member of St. Anthony parish, along 

with his/her family 

2. be a graduating senior who is a participating member 

of St. Anthony Parish 

3. have received the Sacrament of Confirmation 

4. plan to attend an institute of higher learning in the fall 

5. submit an essay of approximately 200 words on the 

topic: Why Being a Member of the Catholic Church 

Matters to Me 

Applications must be received by  

3 PM on Wednesday, June 24.  

Applications may be mailed to the parish office or sub-

mitted in person, The winner will be announced at a Sun-

day mass at which the parish graduates will be presented.  

Because of restrictions relative to the pandemic, it is not 

yet possible to determine a specific date for this event.  

STATEMENT OF U.S. BISHOPS’ PRESIDENT  
ON GEORGE FLOYD  

AND PROTESTS IN AMERICAN CITIES 

May 31, 2020 - WASHINGTON - Archbishop José H. 

Gomez of Los Angeles and president of the U.S. Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has issued a statement 

on George Floyd and the recent protests in American cit-

ies. Archbishop Gomez’s full statement follows: 

The killing of George Floyd was senseless and brutal, a 

sin that cries out to heaven for justice. How is it possible 

that in America, a black man’s life can be taken from him 

while calls for help are not answered, and his killing is 

recorded as it happens? 

I am praying for George Floyd and his loved ones, and on 

behalf of my brother bishops, I share the outrage of the 

black community and those who stand with them in Min-

neapolis, Los Angeles, and across the country. The cruel-

ty and violence he suffered does not reflect on the majori-

ty of good men and women in law enforcement, who car-

ry out their duties with honor. We know that. And we 

trust that civil authorities will investigate his killing care-

fully and make sure those responsible are held accounta-

ble. 

We should all understand that the protests we are seeing 

in our cities reflect the justified frustration and anger of 

millions of our brothers and sisters who even today expe-

rience humiliation, indignity, and unequal opportunity 

only because of their race or the color of their skin. It 

should not be this way in America. Racism has been toler-

ated for far too long in our way of life. 

It is true what Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. said, that riots 

are the language of the unheard. We should be doing a lot 

of listening right now. This time, we should not fail to 

hear what people are saying through their pain. We need 

to finally root out the racial injustice that still infects too 

many areas of American society. 

But the violence of recent nights is self-destructive and 

self-defeating. Nothing is gained by violence and so much 

is lost. Let us keep our eyes on the prize of true and last-

ing change. 

Legitimate protests should not be exploited by persons 

who have different values and agendas. Burning and loot-

ing communities, ruining the livelihoods of our neighbors, 

does not advance the cause of racial equality and human 

dignity.   

We should not let it be said that George Floyd died for no 

reason. We should honor the sacrifice of his life by re-

moving racism and hate from our hearts and renewing our 

commitment to fulfill our nation’s sacred promise — to 

be a beloved community of life, liberty, and equality for 

all. 



REQUESTS for PRAYER 

Please Pray for: Sally Battaglia, Alan Cave, Gordon Fenton,  

Alex Gizowski Sr. and Alex Jr. Henry Grosel Sr., Georgiann 

& Jim Leone, Caroline Ludwig, Mary Notaro, Marilyn Rich-

mond, Boo & Carter Rowland, Norma St. George, Chuck 

Schibetta, Ray Szymczak, Richard Daniel Wollaston, all who 

suffer or are in special need.  

Names remain on the list for a period of three months.  If it is 

desirable to renew that request for subsequent three-month 

periods, please phone or email  the office staff.  Requests for 

sacraments for persons who are sick or homebound may also 

be referred to the office staff. 

MUSICAL OFFERING UPDATE 

I reeeeeeeeeeally don’t mean to be making such a 

big deal out of this.   This is the third time I’ve 

heralded these postings in the bulletin, and I still 

don’t have anything up on youtube—but, I’m al-

most there.  

Last week, I told you that I’d managed to record a 

couple of short pieces, but I couldn’t post them 

because they were not in a file format that was ac-

ceptable to youtube.  Well, I’ve managed to put 

them into a youtube-friendly format just recently. 

If all goes as planned, they may even be posted by 

the time you read this.  They’re not perfect perfor-

mances, but I’m trying to find ways to stay in 

touch. If you want to check and see if I’ve man-

aged to post anything, follow the procedure for 

accessing the livestream mass, which can be found 

in the box on the flap of this bulletin.  

If nothing else, you’ll discover what a cyberklutz 

your pastor is! Please take care and be good to 

yourself!    

Devotedly in the Lord,  

Fr. Joe 

COLLECTION TOTAL 

May 18-24 -  $2,840 
May 25-31—$1,012 

ONLINE GIVING OPTION 

If you may find it more convenient to donate online, you 

may donate directly to your parish at the Foundation of 

the Diocese of Buffalo website:  

FRCDB.org 

On the right side of the page, simply click on the button 

that reads Support Your Parish, and follow the instruc-

tions.  Under “select a giving opportunity” please scroll 

down to St. Anthony, Fredonia.   



MASS INTENTIONS  

Saturday, June 6 : Roger Williams 

Sunday, June 7: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

Monday, June 8: Fr. Thomas Carlesimo 

Tuesday, June 9: James & Fortunata Muscarella 

Wednesday, June 10: Louis Mancuso 

Thursday, June 11: Scotty Nichols 

Friday, June 12: Charles Giambrone 

Saturday, June 13 : Virginia Passafaro 

Sunday, June 14: People of St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes 

MASS SCHEDULE 
May 3 thru 12 

 SATURDAY - St. Norbert. Bishop– June 6 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

SUNDAY  -  SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY  

(“TRINITY SUNDAY”) - June 7 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:15 AM LIVESTREAM MASS on youtube (not public) 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

MONDAY  -  Weekday (10th Week of the Year) - June 8 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

TUESDAY  -   St. Ephrem, Deacon & Doctor of the Church -  June 9 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass 

WEDNESDAY  -  Weekday - June 10 

8:00AM St. J - No Public Mass 

 THURSDAY  -  St. Barnabas, Apostle - June 11 

 8:00AM St. J -  No Public Mass 

FRIDAY  -  Weekday - June 12 

 8:15AM St. A - No Public Mass  

SATURDAY—SOLEMNITY of ST. ANTHONY of PADUA, Priest & 

Doctor of the Church, Parish Patron - June 13 

 4:00PM  St. A - No Public Mass 

SOLEMNITY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST  

(“CORPUS CHRISTI”) - June 14 

 8:00AM St. J  - No Public Mass 

 9:30AM St. A -  No Public Mass 

11:15AM St. J - No Public Mass  

 

MASS VIA LIVESTREAM  
 

St. Joseph & St. Anthony Parishes offer LIVESTREAM 

MASS Sundays at 9:15 AM  from the daily mass chapel 

at St. Joseph Parish.  This environment offers the best 

acoustics and wifi signal available to us for broadcasting. 

After the livestream, this same mass is available for 

viewing in recorded form.  The mass may be viewed on a 

device with internet access.  Here’s how: 

1. Go to youtube.com 

2. Search for St. Joseph Fredonia & go there 

3. Click on the icon for Mass for that Sunday 
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Fantauzzi
FUNERAL HOME

82 East Main St.   Phone: 679-7300

McGraw-Kowal
Funeral Home

736 Central Ave., Dunkirk
366-1320

Family Owned & Operated

 A Dunkirk
 and Fredonia
 Tradition

525 Main St. • Dunkirk
366-1445

G U G I N O
• PLUMBING • HEATING 
• AIR CONDITIONING •

Kitchen & Bathroom 
Remodeling

160 Cushing Street

679-0080
Dunkirk 

716-366-4070
www.lakeshoresavings.com

Contact James McGee to place an ad today!
jmcgee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6429

Wills • Trusts • Estate Planning • Real Estate

 FOLEY,FOLEY
 & PASSAFARO
 Attorneys At LAw

93 East Fourth St. • PO Box 50 Dunkirk, NY
716 366-3677 • fax 716 366-3691

965-2941
39 Main Street • Forestville

rwmonuments.com

56 E. Doughty St.

366-4818

Warm, compassionate care
for men, women and couples.

(716) 934-4515     Silver Creek, NY

St. Columban’s on the
Lake Retirement Home

JoAnn Catalano, Educational Consultant
 366-5120 Cell 785-2406

Email: jdcatclan@aol.com
www.discoverytoys.com/JoAnnCatalano

A.D. Titus Monuments
Trusted by Families for Generations

716-672-8456
41 White St. • Fredonia, NY 14063

www.titusmonuments.com

FREDONIA
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Office Hours: 
By Appointment

Corner of Rt. 60 & Lakeview Ave.

679-1561

242 E. Main St. • Fredonia, NY
 COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE
 SERVICE CENTER
 Car Wash & Detailing
 679-0816

Your local hometown pharmacy
Specializing in serving our 

community with fast, friendly 
professional service and the 

highest quality of medicines and 
healthcare products.

10220 Rt. 60 • Fredonia, NY
716.672.8400

Greg Giambrone, Licensed Pharmacist

ADD LUMBER

Hardware-Paint-Building Materials
Delivery Available

148 Willow Rd • Dunkirk
366-1622

“We Service What We Sell”
10378 Bennett Rd. • Fredonia, NY

716 672 4365

Larson-Timko
Funeral Home

David J. Dengler, Funeral Director

(716) 679-9000
20 Central Avenue

Fredonia, New York 14063


