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SUSAN’S CORNER 

THE HOLY FAMILY 

On this, the Sunday within the Octave of Christmas, we 

honor the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. In 

honoring them, we also honor all families, big or small. 

And in honoring all families, we honor the family of God, 

the Church. But most especially, we focus in on the 

hidden, day-to-day life of the Holy Family of Nazareth. 

What was it like to live day in and day out in the 

household of St. Joseph? What was it like to have Jesus 

for a son, Mary as a wife and mother, and Joseph as a 

father and husband? Their home would have certainly 

been a sacred place and a dwelling of true peace and 

unity. But it would have also been so much more. 

The family home of Jesus, Mary and Joseph would have 

been, in numerous ways, just like any other home. They 

would have related together, talked, had fun, disagreed, 

worked, eaten, dealt with problems, and encountered 

everything else that makes up daily family life. 

Of course, the virtues of Jesus and Mary were perfect, 

and St. Joseph was a truly “just man.” Therefore, the 

overriding characteristic of their home would have been 

love. 

But with that said, their family would not have been 

exempt from daily toil, hurt and challenges that face 

most families. For example, they would have 

encountered the death of loved ones, St. Joseph most 

likely passed away prior to Jesus’ public ministry. They 

would have encountered misunderstanding and gossip 

from others. Our Blessed Mother, for example, was 

found with child out of wedlock. This would have been a 

topic of discussion among many acquaintances for 

sure. They would have had to fulfill all daily chores, earn 

a living, put food on the table, attend gatherings of 

family and friends and the like. They would have lived 

normal family life in every way. 

This is significant because it reveals God’s love for 

family life. The Father allowed His Divine Son to live this 

life and, as a result, elevated family life to a place within 

the Trinity. The holiness of the Holy Family reveals to us 

that every family is invited to share in God’s divine life 

and to encounter ordinary daily life with grace and 

virtue. 

Reflect, today, upon your own family life. Some families 

are strong in virtue, some struggle with basic 

communication. Some are faithful day in and day out, 

some are broken and deeply wounded. No matter the 

case, know that God wants to enter more deeply into 

your family life just as it is right now. He desires to give 

you strength and virtue to live as the Holy 

Family. Surrender yourself and your family, this day, 

and invite the Triune God to make your family a holy 

family. 

Lord, I do offer myself to You this day and in doing so I 

offer You my family. I offer every relationship, be it good 

or difficult, and I offer every challenge we face. Please 

come and sanctify my family, making it holy in imitation 

of your family in Nazareth. Jesus, I trust in You. 

https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2018/12/29/feast-of-the-holy

-family 

The wonder of it all! 
Deacon Tracy M. Esper 

This week we will flip another year on the calendar and 

roll into 2020. It’s hard to believe that we are 20 years 

removed from the Y2K scare. You remember, all the 

computers were going to crash, telecommunications 

were going to go down and the banking system was 

going to come to a standstill. Of course, none of that 

happened and we managed to make it just fine going 

from 1999 to 2000. It seems like a long time ago that 

we turned a new millennium. Much has changed over 

these past 20 years. Just think about the cell phone 

technology and how the phones have gotten “smarter” 

and have become a personal entertainment device. 

They have also become a device that can take us out 

of a crowd of people and into our own world where we 

don’t have to talk to anyone, not even our family. Some 

progress, don’t you think? 

Cell phones aside, I wonder what the prospects for 

peace are this coming year or, for that matter, the 

coming few years? We seem to be at war in this county 

over just about everything. We will start the New Year 

with an impeachment in the Senate and, of course, 

2020 is an election year which means we must suffer 

through months of campaigns and debates. The 

Supreme Court will have some rulings that will 

probably cause a deeper divide in our country and then 

there is the never-ending argument about immigration. 

There is a lot of noise in the air and it can keep us from 

finding peace or working toward it. There seems to be 

a lot of anger out there and that can prove hard to 

overcome. 

Yet there is the prospect of peace. Peace begins in the 

heart and spreads throughout the family and 

community. Peace is not just the absence of violence, 

anger or hatred, it is active through sharing and will 

overcome all that stands in its way. The peace that 

Jesus gave to his disciples in the upper room is very 

much alive today. It is the peace that stands up to 

violence and defends the poor and the unborn. Peace 

wants what is best for those around us and is 

welcoming to those on the margins. Peace allows us to 

seek to reconcile with those who are estranged from us 

and our families. Peace is the gift that must be shared. 

Being at peace with others does not mean that we 

must agree with others on everything. What it does 

mean is that we must be willing to reach out and find 

the common ground that does not hold a grudge and 

let that be the starting point. If we have peace in our 

hearts, then, like love, we will want others to share in 

that peace. Peace must be shared between individuals, 

communities and nations but it starts with one heart. 

The heart that possesses peace is the heart that 

spreads peace. May 2020 be a year of peace and the 

spreading of peace.  

“Lord make me an instrument of your peace.” 

Happy, Peaceful New Year!  



 

January 1

st

 is a holy day of obligation. St Michael 

will offer Mass Tuesday, December 31

st

 at 7 pm 

and Wednesday, January 1

st

 at 9 am.  

 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, Pray for Us! 

Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,                                     

the Mother of God 

Our Christmas Octave would not be complete without 

paying special attention to the glorious Mother of 

God! Mary, the mother of Jesus, the mother of the Saviour 

of the World, is properly called the “Mother of God.” It is 

worth reflecting upon this powerful title of our Blessed 

Mother. And it’s important to understand that this title says 

just as much about Jesus as it does about His Blessed 

Mother. 

In calling Mary the “Mother of God,” we especially 

acknowledge one fact of human life. A mother is not just 

the source of one’s flesh, she is not just the mother of the 

body of her children, she is the mother of that 

person. Being a mother is not just something biological, it 

is something sacred and holy and is part of the divine 

order of God’s creation. Jesus was her Child and this 

Child is God. Therefore, it is proper logic to call Mary the 

“Mother of God.” 

It’s an amazing fact to think about. God has a mother! He 

has a particular person who carried Him in her womb, 

nursed Him, raised Him, taught Him, loved Him, was there 

for Him, and pondered who He was throughout His 

life. This last fact is especially beautiful to look at. 

The Gospel passage above says, “And Mary kept all these 

things, reflecting on them in her heart.” And she did this as 

a caring mother. Her love for Jesus was as unique as the 

love of any mother. However, it should be noted that she 

was a mother in perfection and loved Him with a perfect 

love, He who was not only her Son, but was also God and 

was perfect in every way. What does this reveal? It 

reveals that the motherly love shared between Mary and 

Jesus was profound, inspiring, mysterious, glorious and 

truly sacred! The mystery of their love is worth reflecting 

on throughout our lives, keeping it fully alive in our 

hearts. She is an example for every mother and is also an 

example for all of us who seek to love others with a pure 

and holy heart.  

Reflect, today, upon the holy and captivating 

relationship that Mary would have shared with her 

Divine Son. Try to fathom what this love would have 

been like. Imagine the deep emotion and passion that 

would have filled her heart. Imagine the level of 

unwavering commitment she would have had. Imagine 

the unbreakable bond that was forged as a result of 

her love. What a beautiful celebration this is to 

conclude this Octave of Christmas Day! 

Dearest Mother Mary, you loved your Divine Son with a 

perfect love. Your heart burned with an unquenchable fire 

of motherly charity. Your bond with Jesus was one that 

was perfect in every way. Help me to open my heart to 

that same love you share with me. Come be my mother 

and care for me as you cared for your Son. May I also love 

you with the love Jesus had for you and with the love He 

now lavishes upon you in Heaven. Mother Mary, the 

Mother of God, pray for us. Jesus, I trust in You. 

https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2018/12/31/blessed-mary-

mother-of-god 



FAITH FORMATION 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary & Joseph. This little family was rooted in 

their fidelity to God. They faithfully listened to God from 

the time Gabriel came to Mary with the message of the 

coming Messiah, to sending them to Egypt for the 

safety of Jesus, then returning home to Nazareth after 

the death of Herod. With a newborn child, they left their 

home country, their family and their friends not knowing 

where they were going or how they would survive. But 

they trusted God. In the quiet, simple village of 

Nazareth, Jesus grew and learned to be obedient, holy 

and virtuous to his parents. The Holy Family is a model 

for all families; built on faith, fidelity and love. Take 

some time this week and thank God for your family. Be 

vigilant in your family time, make time to be together at 

meals, talking and really listening to each other, going 

to Mass together and praying together. It is true: “The 

family that prays together, stays together.” Pray that 

the flame of faith be strengthened in each one of you. 

FAITH FORMATION: Classes will resume Sunday, 

January 5 & Monday, January 6, 2020. 

ANOTHER CHANCE IN MONROE! 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN FOR ADULTS 

St. Mary Parish Life Center  

Wednesday, January 8 at 6 pm  

(Soup & Salad at 5:15 pm) 

 

CALLED TO SERVE FOR TEENS  

St. Michael Archangel Room 

Saturday January 25 at 9 am 

Call Mary Quick at 734-241-6097 for more information 

or to register. 

Mary Quick 

 

 

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT & LIVE NATIVITY SUCCESS! 



Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools 

www.mcesmonroe.com   (734) 241-6335 
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general opera
ng budget, as well as special programs. This year, we are leaving it up to you how you would like your 

dona
on of any amount to impact Catholic Educa
on at Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools! Any dona
on�������
�

�������will make a las
ng impact!�

• Scholarships help provided Catholic Educa
on to those who want it; this will help us live out the call from         

�
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������!�������"�
������������������

• Unrestricted/General Opera
ons funds help us with our annual fundraising goal of $150,000. �

• Professional Development for Teachers provides our teaching staff with the availability of a.ending con
nuing  

educa
on classes, which they need to do to keep their teaching cer
fica
on current. These allow our teachers to 

��#������������	$��$date classroom prac
ces and teaching methods. All teachers are required to do at least 5 days 

���	
�������������#���	���������������

Thank you for your support of Catholic Educa
on. We realize not everyone has the means to give to MCES, but ��������

love having parish members volunteer at MCES! Please let us know if you’d like more informa�on about volunteer 

opportuni�es! ��

Ques
ons you have can be directed to Execu
ve Principal, Kyle Kubik at kubik@monroecatholicschools.com or          

%&'$(')$6335. Dona
ons are tax$deduc
ble to the fullest extent of the law. Donors will receive a le.er with our Tax ID 

dona
on informa
on.�

Yours in Catholic Educa
on, Kyle Kubik (MCES Execu
ve Principal)�
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 30 

Mass  8:15 am - church  

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 

   St Sylvester I, Pope 

Sacred Heart prayer group  6 pm - church 

Vigil Mass  7 pm - church 

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1 

   Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Mass  9 am - church 

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2 

   Sts Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops &  

 Doctors of the Church 

Cub Scout Den  6 pm - Archangel Rm Lounge, Music 

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 3 

   The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

Christ Our Hope, Hour of Prayer  7 am - church 

Devotions  8 am - church 

Mass  8:15 am - church 

Eucharistic Adoration  9 am - 7 pm - church 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4 

   St Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

Confessions  3:30 pm - church 

Mass  5 pm - church  

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 

   The Epiphany of the Lord 

Donut Sunday 

Mass  8:30 am - church 

Mass  10:30 am - church  

Next weekend is the FIRST Sunday of the month. 

Please check your schedule. Thank you. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE   DECEMBER 30 - JANUARY 5 

DAY & TIME INTENTIONS 

Monday        8:15 am �   Pietro Vitale 

�   Michelle Bert 

Friday           8:15 am  

                  

       

�   Vocations 

      Intentions of Ed Cook 

�  Daniel & Helen Beattie 

Saturday      3:30 pm 

                      5:00 pm 

Confessions 

 

�   The People of St  Michael 

Sunday         8:30 am 

 

10:30 am 

�   James & Kathleen Kansier 

�   Daniel & Helen Beatttie 

�   Phyllis Smock  2 years 

�   Guiseppe & Maddalena Piccione 

Tuesday       7:00 pm �   The People of St  Michael 

Wednesday  9:00 am        World peace 

THIS WEEK ~ DECEMBER 30 - JANUARY 5 

Readings for the week of December 29, 2019 

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Col 3:12-21 

or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 

Monday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 2:36-40 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 1:1-18 

Wednesday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 

2:16-21 

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 1:19-28 

Friday: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6 [3cd]/Jn 1:29-34 

Saturday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [3cd]/Jn 1:35-42 

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/

Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

©Liturgical Publications Inc  

VOTIVE LIGHTS FOR JANUARY 

Sanctuary Light:  John Pillarelli 

St. Mary:  Edeltraut Vajcner 

St. Joseph:  Donald D Diroff 

Loretta Aubry 

Theresa Balk 

James Barron 

Monica Beeson 

Carolyn Bellino 

Florence Bialy 

Lynda Billock 

Mary K. Boylan 

Addie Bressler 

AJ Bressler 

Marlene Campbell 

Thomas Carpenter 

Kathy DeFigueiredo 

Bill Dempsey 

Todd Diedrich 

Tom Dusseau 

Jeffrey Eagle 

Rita Getchey 

Marion Hass 

Kate Herr-Maletich 

Tricia Hummel 

Edna Kinsey 

Lois Knegendorf 

Alice LaPrad 

Donna Leask 

Madeline Lemerand 

Dorothy Louwsma 

Stella Mannausa 

Alice Maurer 

Rita McGlathery 

Diane Mennell 

Albina Motyka 

June Neph 

Donna Perez 

Zayden Perry 

Lynda Ralston 

Mary Ray 

Baby Parker Reau 

Mary Russell 

Clyde D Skinner 

Betty Steffes 

Wilbur Stotz 

Janelle Thursrud 

Donna Torres  

Alex Vanisacker 

Maria Vitale 

Dorothy          

    Wannemacher 

Bernice Windels 

Gordon Yerke 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  

Major Matthew Aubry 

Brett Bennett 

Tracy (Scobel) Bennett 

Pvt. Adrien Boudreault 

Major Zachery Briscoe 

CWO3 Ricky Brown 

Cpt. Kyle Burkardt, DDS 

Cpt. Patrick Burkardt, DDS 

1

st  

Sgt. Robert C. Cebina 

LCPL Chase E. Collingsworth 

Spc. Skylar Cooper 

SMS. Wayne Fetty 

Cpl. Jacob Luthy 

Sgt. Michael Makela 

 

Staff Sgt. Angelo Marino 

Staff Sgt. Emily Marino 

Airman 2 Drew McLaughlin 

Sgt. William McGowan 

S. Sgt. Jill (Hoffman) Miles 

Major Tim Payment  

Alan Scobel 

Major Marcus Sitterly 

Gregory Smith 

M/Sgt. Marian Olmsted Smith 

Cpt. Brian Strang 

Spc. Travis Weber 

Cpt. Brian Worley, USMC 

LCPL Justin Zukowski 



December 29: Holy Family  

Today is the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph. We hear the words: “The child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon 

him.”  During this New Year may we also grow in wisdom 

and have the favor of God upon us by remembering to 

take care of our suffering brothers and sisters.  

In the month of December, through 

your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul brought the spirit of Christmas to 

those who are suffering, by assisting 

families by providing food, gifts, and 

money for utility and rent bills. 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PARISH   ~   (734) 241-8645 

Jesus Christ, The Eternal High Priest 

  

Fr. Philip Ching, Pastor   x12   frphilsma@gmail.com 

Rev. Mr. Tracy Esper, Deacon   deaconesper@gmail.com 

Susan Lyke, Pastoral Associate   x35   slyke4@yahoo.com 

Dr. Ray McLellan, Music Director   x39 

Mary Quick, Faith Formation   734-241-6097 

 

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools (MCES)  

Mr. Kyle Kubik, Executive Principal 

www.mcesmonroe.com  ~  734-241-6335 

 

ST. MICHAEL CAMPUS       ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY 

 241-3923    241-1411  

 

SMCC HIGH SCHOOL          ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

 241-7622  241-8645 x42 

  

Bulletin email:  bulletin_staff@yahoo.com 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU! 

Through the extreme generosity at our parish,    

13 families and 8 organizations received a       

multitude of blessings.  

Thank you to all who ordered, shopped, bought, 

wrapped, carried, sorted, and delivered for     

playing a vital role in bringing the joy of the    

season to our community this Christmas. 
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 Quality Craftsmanship since 1980
For all your building needs:

• Residential  • Remodeling • New construction 
• Commercial - Construction & Renovation

5436 Central
Monroe, MI 48161
734-243-2726
swartoutdavid@yahoo.com

Certified rubber roofing installation and repair
www.davidgswartoutbuilder.com

 2800 N. Telegraph Rd.
 Monroe, MI 48162
 734-243-6000

Selling, servicing and supporting our community for over 30 years
www.friendlyfordmonroe.com

A Family Tradition Since 1864
 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2345 South Custer Road • Monroe • 241-9300
www.ruppfuneralhomeinc.com

 SCHAFER
 AGENCY INC.
 Insurance & Financial Services

Carleton, MI 48117 • 734-654-6269
5955 E. Dunbar Rd. • Monroe, MI 48161

734-242-5100 | www.schaferagency.com

Auto Body
Plant

Complete Collision Service
1408 Custer Drive

242-3818
Monroe, Michigan 48162

“Buckle up for safety!

Monroe Family Dentistry
Dr. Jeremy Dull, D.D.S., P.C.
Dr. Bradley Zemke, D.M.D.

876 Stewart Rd., Suite D
Monroe, MI 48162
(734) 241-6550

YINGER PHARMACY SHOPPE
 Jim Yinger, RPH • Eric Nagel, RPH
 Holly Mills, RPH • Melissa Massengill, RPH

 1704 S. Custer    1036 N. Monroe
 (734) 243-5451   (734) 384-7044

Hours:
M-F 9-6 
Sat 9-2

F.G. ANGELO & SONS
Concrete Contractors

612 Kaye Lani • Monroe, MI 48161
www.fgangeloandsons.com

734-241-4735  Family Owned Since 1956

SECURE SELF STORAGE 2
6231 North Monroe St.

Monroe, MI 48162
734-244-4094

Gary E. Nowitzke, EA, CTS
11 Scott St., Monroe, MI

734-457-3700
Investments • Income Tax Preparation • College Education Plans

 IRA’s • Annuities • Rollover IRA’s • Health • Life
Offering Securities Through Sigma Financial Corp., Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Lotus Financial Services is independent of Sigma Financial Corporation.

 G.B. Construction
 Roofing & Siding

Free Estimates  / Lic & Ins.
Call Greg  734-242-9201

Parish Member

734-241-8898
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

SALES, SERVICE, GARAGE DOORS, OPENERS 
"Your local garage door professionals" 
704 S. Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161 

734-242-2131 www.laroydoor.com
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm, 24 hour answered phone 

Full Service Auto Repair
 (734) 243-2188
 425 N. Dixie Hwy • Monroe

PAUL’S
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, l.l.c.

#1 Listing & Selling Company in Monroe 
County For the 22nd Consecutive Year!*

HAYNES REAL ESTATE, INC. 
 734-242-8484

www.HaynesHomes.com
15489 South Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Endless Possibilities to Enhance Your Home
Doors • Cabinets • Hardware

Countertops & Backsplash • Mouding & Millwork
Flooring: Hardwood, Carpet, Area Rugs,

Ceramic & Stone Tile
Laminate and LVT Vinyl • Wood & Iron Stair Parts

Delivery, Installation and Financing Available
757 Telegraph Road • Monroe

 734-243-3502 finishersunlimited.com

 NEWPORT
 ELECTRIC, INC.

Residential & CommeRCial WiRing
8150 N. Dixie Hwy. • Newport, MI

www.newport-electric.com
(734) 586-2208

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

734.240.9697 | 610 W. Elm Ave. | Monroe, MI

IHM Senior Living Community
• short-term rehab • skilled nursing
• post-hospital stay

MESSINA
CONCRETE

READY MIXED CONCRETE
AGGREGATE HAULING
CONCRETE PUMPING

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
MONROE: 734.241.8380 
FLAT ROCK: 734.783.1020
www.messinaconcrete.com

33 E Front St 734-242-9393
Monroe 

www.HassettTitle.com

Salon & Spa
Where excellence is a tradition

15512 S. Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161 
734-241-0266 • www.biundosalon.com 

Patricia A. Vajcner
Monroe Legal Center

Office Space Available
204 South Macomb

734-552-2137

THIS SPACE IS

Marilyn Dunn is now 
at Hair Graphics 

 1066 South Telegraph Rd, Monroe, MI 48161

 734-384-1113 or 734-652-1128  

Tuesday / Thursday / Friday / Saturday
Please call to schedule an appointment 

Wm. A. Bacarella, Owner/Manger

Justin D. Miller, CFSP, CCO

Jeffery C. Rupp, Funeral Director

734-241-4600
1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI
www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Celebrate the life       Cherish the memories.

• Allen Park
• Trenton
• Rockwood
• Monroe

(734) 671-5400

martenson.com


