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Baptisms and Canon Law: Sponsors 

Given that we celebrate the Feast of 

the Baptism of the Lord this weekend, 

and this past Tuesday we celebrated 

the Memorial of St. Raymond Peñafort 

who is recognized as the patron saint 

of canonists (canon lawyers), I thought 

I’d offer some bits of canon law here in 

regards to this sacrament. Canon law 

is the “body of laws and regulations 

made by or adopted by ecclesiastical 

authority, for the government of the 

Christian organization and its 

members” (source: https://www.catholic.com/

encyclopedia/canon-law). All Catholics are obliged and 

required to adhere to canon law, despite feelings to the 

contrary. It is one of the markers that indicate whether 

or not we are living as a Catholic. Being a Catholic is 

never whatever we want to make it to be - that makes 

one Protestant because the individual is already 

protesting something in the Catholic Church. Canonists 

have the difficult job of explaining canons (rules), but 

we thank them for their work because their work helps 

us to know with certainty that we are following His 

Church, as opposed to our own whims and emotions, 

our own reasoning and deductions.  

As John Paul II noted when he promulgated the 1983 

Code, canon law provides order to the Catholic 

ecclesial society, but the nature of the Church as a 

communio of persons and communities, impelled by 

faith to bring the light of Christ to an incalculable 

variety of situations, requires a legal system that is 

simultaneously able to facilitate the application of old 

insights to new problems, welcome new solutions to 

old questions, and, as circumstances suggest, even 

incorporate new responses to first-time issues. 

Catholic Canon Law—in part because it is modeled 

on ancient Roman law, in part because it works in 

service to doctrine—achieves this balance between 

stability, adaptability, and creativity by undergoing 

textual refinements by ecclesiastical authority, 

experiencing concrete applications to life by pastoral 

ministers, and by being subjected to continuous 

scholarly examination by qualified thinkers. This 

marked interdependence of ecclesiastical authority, 

pastoral experience, and academic inquiry makes 

canon law unique among the world's legal systems 

and presents special challenges to Church leaders, 

pastors, and scholars researching canon law. (http://

www.canonlaw.info/codexvivensIntro.htm). 

One misunderstanding about baptisms is the role of the 

sponsors. Sometimes promises are made to a friend to 

make him/her the sponsor/godparent of a child without 

knowing the requirements to be fulfilled. I think we want 

to show our appreciation for their friendship and/or 

believe that they might be living lives close to God. Yet, 

since seeking to have a child baptized in the Catholic 

Church is so that he/she is raised in that faith; the child 

is in need of individuals who can model what it means 

to be a Catholic, someone who is faithful and orthodox, 

learned in the faith.  

Canon 873 identifies that there may be only one male 

sponsor or one female sponsor or one of each. This 

means there can’t be 2 or more male sponsors or 2 or 

more female sponsors. Simply one or the other or both. 

In my experience growing up, I’ve seen in one culture, 

this idea to have as many godparents as possible for 

one child. This comes from a lack of understanding on 

what the sponsor is supposed to do. The impression I 

got from this one culture, sad to say, in my own 

experience growing up, was so the child could 

accumulate as many birthday presents as possible 

from the many godparents! I’d be told that I was a 

godparent of someone I’ve had no interaction with, 

without the parents actually asking me, and without 

even being told when the baptism would take place! 

So, a grave lack of understanding on the part of the 

parents. Obviously, this is to be avoided. 

Canon 874 states specific requirements for an 

individual to “be permitted to take on the function of 
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This July one of my students was released from prison to 

begin serving the rest of his sentence in a halfway house. 

He had been in prison for 18 years and was looking 

forward to going home. During his time in prison he was 

baptized twice, and this is a man who was also baptized 

Catholic as a baby. He told me that when he was a baby, 

he did not have a choice whether to be baptized or not 

and so when he joined a group of evangelical inmates at 

one of his stops, he decided that he was ready to be 

baptized by his will. He really could not explain why he 

was baptized again in prison several years later. Three 

times he was baptized into a Christian denomination, 

which causes one to ask, “why be baptized three times?” 

We as Catholics profess one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. One – that’s it – no more. Baptism does not need 

to be repeated. Baptism is the door that opens for us the 

rest of the sacraments that help us to live and keep our 

baptismal promises. Once we are washed in the waters of 

baptism, we begin life anew as children of God. We have 

no need to be baptized again. We are called to move 

forward and not backward nor to seek a second or third 

baptism from other faith traditions. We should never let 

anyone tell us that we need to be baptized again, or that 

we did not have a choice as a baby. For most of us, our 

parents made the decision to baptize us into the life, death 

and resurrection of Jesus Christ. They made that decision 

out of love. 

After Jesus was baptized, there was a voice that came 

from the heavens, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 

am well pleased.” This voice is not directed toward Jesus 

but to those who were there and witnessed His baptism. It 

was meant to be heard by those who were about to be 

baptized or those who had just been baptized. God’s voice 

was heard for the first time since the birth of our Blessed 

Lord, and he wanted all to know that he was pleased with 

His Son, the Son who was just baptized. When we were 

baptized the same was said about us, for we became sons 

and daughters of the One True God. Our baptism restores 

us to a right relationship with God, keeping in mind that 

through original sin, we were separated from God. But 

through Jesus Christ, we have life again and that life 

begins in the waters of baptism. 

I tried to explain to my student why it was not necessary 

for him to be baptized repeatedly. But the harder I tried, 

the more he defended his actions and beliefs. I realized 

that the reason that he wanted to be baptized over and 

over had to do with his control of the baptism. In prison, 

inmates don’t have a lot of control over much of anything; 

but when it comes to things like faith, that is something 

they can control to a certain point. I think that is why he 

chose to be baptized again and then a third time: there 

were two stops along his prison journey that had vibrant 

Christian groups and services and he fell into them and 

was led to seek baptism again. If only he realized that he 

already was being led because he was already a son with 

whom God was pleased. 

One of the many blessings of being a deacon is to baptize 

babies and young children. To claim them for Christ 

through the waters of baptism is a joy that I can not begin 

to explain. Each time I pour the water over a child’s head, I 

know that God is saying what was said about Jesus, “this 

is my beloved son/daughter, with whom I am well 

pleased.”      Peace be to you. 

The wonder of it all! 
Deacon Tracy M. Esper 

sponsor”. Therefore all the requirements must be met 

by any individual being considered as a potential 

sponsor. If Fr. “Hip with the Times” decides to do his 

own thing apart from canon law, his ignorance is not 

going to save him from promoting an error. Here are 

the requirements (emphasis in canons mine):  

1/ be designated by the one to be baptized, by the 

parents or the person who takes their place, or in their 

absence by the pastor or minister and have the 

aptitude and intention of fulfilling this function; 

2/ have completed the sixteenth year of age, unless 

the diocesan bishop has established another age, or 

the pastor or minister has granted an exception for a 

just cause; 

3/ be a Catholic who has been confirmed and has 

already received the most holy sacrament of the 

Eucharist and who leads a life of faith in keeping with 

the function to be taken on; 

4/ not be bound by any canonical penalty 

legitimately imposed or declared; 

5/ not be the father or mother of the one to be 

baptized. 

Also of note is the next section in that canon: 

§2. A baptized person who belongs to a non-Catholic 

ecclesial community is not to participate except 

together with a Catholic sponsor and then only as a 

witness of the baptism. 

While it may be a gesture of endearment to designate 

a friend as a godparent for his/her child, canon law is 

very clear as to who can “be permitted to take on the 

function of sponsor.” As one canon lawyer explains it: 

“The role of the sponsor is spiritual, not social.” The 

spiritual part is tied with the conviction that the fullness 

of the faith is found in the Catholic Church. If there’s 

doubt about that conviction, remember that we 

purchased a year’s subscription with FORMED.org. Be 

sure to sign up and register to instantly watch videos 

that explain the beauty and richness of our faith. 

God bless your week. 

In Jesus through Mary, 

Fr. Phil 

 

Wednesday, January 15

th

 at 6:30 pm in the school 

gym! See you there! 



SUSAN’S CORNER 

The Baptism of the Lord 

Today’s Feast marks the conclusion of the Christmas 

Season and the beginning of Ordinary Time. It’s a feast 

of transition from Jesus’ hidden life to that of His public 

ministry. It also echoes the theme of the Epiphany in 

that the Baptism of the Lord is another manifestation 

announcing Jesus’ divinity to all of His first followers 

and to the disciples of John the Baptist. 

First of all, it needs to be pointed out that Jesus did not 

need the baptism of John. John was baptizing as a call 

to and sign of interior repentance. Jesus had no need 

to repent. But, nonetheless, He comes to John. John 

resists at first but Jesus insists. Why did He receive 

baptism? 

First, by accepting the baptism of John, Jesus affirms 

all that John has said and done and affirms his sacred 

role of preparing the way for Jesus and for a new era of 

grace. Therefore, the Baptism of Jesus acts as a 

bridge between the Old Testament prophets (of which 

John was the last) and the New Testament era of 

grace and truth.  

Second, it has been said that when Jesus entered the 

waters of baptism, He was not baptized by the waters, 

rather, His Baptism was one in which all the created 

waters of this world were, in a sense, “baptized” by 

Him. By entering into the waters, Jesus sanctified 

water and poured forth His grace making all water the 

future source of salvation.  

Third, the Baptism of Jesus was an epiphany. It was a 

moment of manifestation. As He emerged from the 

waters, “Heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit 

descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 

voice came from Heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; 

with you I am well pleased.’” This manifestation of the 

sonship and divinity of Jesus took place in a physical, 

audible and visible form so that all present would know, 

without question, that Jesus was the Son of the 

Father. Thus, His baptism is a way in which the Father 

introduced His Son and His Son’s mission to the world. 

As we prepare to begin Ordinary Time, reflect, today, 

upon these words of the Father at the Baptism of 

Jesus. Hear the Father speaking to You about the 

divinity of His Son. Turn your eyes to Jesus and 

prepare yourself to follow Him and to heed every word 

He speaks. He was sent into this world to draw us to 

the Father, allow Him to fulfill that mission in your own 

life. 

Lord, I believe that You are the Son of the Eternal 

Father and the Savior of the World. I believe that 

You have brought about a new era of grace and 

truth and that I am called to follow You wherever 

You lead. As we begin this liturgical season of 

Ordinary Time, may it be a time of extraordinary 

grace in which I daily heed Your voice. Jesus, I 

trust in You. 

https://catholic-daily-reflections.com/2019/01/12/the-baptism-of-

the-lord/ 

The Week After Epiphany 

This Third Week of Christmas extends our reflection on 

the coming of our Lord among us. It is surrounded by 

two Sunday celebrations of epiphanies. An epiphany is 

a showing, a revelation, a manifestation. The day we 

call the Feast of the Epiphany makes use of Matthew's 

account of the Magi, the wise seers from the East to 

whom are revealed the good news of our salvation. 

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord represents 

another epiphany. When Jesus comes out of the water, 

which he enters to symbolize the completeness of his 

entry into our lives, a voice from heaven makes known 

to us who Jesus is: "My beloved Son." After all these 

years of waiting and longing, after all the promises and 

hopes, he is here - born into conflict, baptized in the 

Jordan - for us all. 

The other part of the process of revelation, of showing, 

of epiphany is the part where we observe, recognize, 

take it in, and receive the good news as it is given to 

us. When we receive the gift, the gift giving is 

complete. When we recognize the one revealed, the 

epiphany is accomplished. When we accept who God 

is for us in Jesus, we let the Spirit give life to our 

salvation. 

The continuing readings from the First Letter of John 

are perfect to grow in a sense of how loved we are and 

how we are called to love. The gospels this week 

manifest to us a Lord who is full of compassion, who 

feeds the hungry and heals the sick. 

This is a powerful way to end the Christmas season 

and, long after the wrapping paper is thrown away, to 

look back and give thanks for the real gifts we have 

received this year. 

He shall rescue the poor when he cries out, 

and the afflicted when he has no one to help him. 

He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; 

the lives of the poor he shall save. 

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/

Advent/c-thirdweek.html 



The beautiful flowers and 

greenery decorating the altar for 

Christmas is in loving memory of 

our loved ones, including:  

Michael J Piedmonte 

Scott Michael Piedmonte 

Edward Potemko 

Helen Potemko 

Mary Ann Pursley 

Max Pursley 

James V Reeber 

Rosa Rosati 

James V Ross 

Theresa Ross 

David Rouleau 

Alan Runyon 

John Russell 

Fr Jay Samonie 

Michael Sauro 

Warren Sauro 

Bill Savoda 

Jane Schilling 

Sam Schilling 

Sharon Schilling 

Frances Sebesta 

Frank Sebesta 

Ray Sharp 

Edward Stier 

Dr Philip Stiff 

Irene Stiff 

Robert Stoner 

Kathryn Grace Taft   

John B Taft IV 

Mary Sue Terrasi 

Edward B Theisen 

Robert G Theisen 

Wally Wannemacher 

Gary Wilkie 

Chester Worley 

Janet Worley 

Vernon & Marion Anteau 

Emil & Josephine Banek 

Earl & Hazel Barron 

Floyd & Shirley Beaubien 

Mr & Mrs Nick Bellino Sr 

Albert G & Beulah Billmaier 

Elwood & Evelyn Bressler 

Anna & Nicholas Castellese 

Joseph & Anna Cebina 

Daniel & Mary Complo 

Prosper & Margaret DeSloover 

Lucille & Melvin Duvall 

Bob & Nancy Ernst 

Alvin & Linda Faust 

Mr & Mrs Antonio Giarmo 

Robert & Betty Hartman 

Rose & Henry Hurley 

Kames & Kathleen Kansier 

Richard & Marjorie Knapp 

Eddie & Dorothy LaPointe 

Russell & Bernadine Mack 

Jasper & Rose Marchese 

William & Sadie Mitosinka 

Mr & Mrs Robert Morino 

Bernard & Mary Ochs 

Marco & Zia Pizzutti 

Lennis & Evelyn Savage 

Clayton & Marie Sims 

John & Alice Sobieralski 

Herb & Mary Steffes 

Lee & Harriet Sweet 

Walter & Loretta Swiderski 

Helen & Joseph Swinkey 

Mr & Mrs Anthony Ternes 

Camiillus & Alvina Theisen 

Lawrence & Laura Thompson 

Howard & Marian Thornton 

Louisa & Peter Tobin 

Mr & Mrs James Toburon 

Henry & Ella VanAcker 

Henry & Irene VanAcker 

Tony & Kay VanStone 

Thelka & Warren Vetter 

Edward & Loretta Werstein 

Ardagna Family 

Beaudry Family 

John & Jean DeBruyne Family 

Conte Family 

Dushane Family 

Tom & Anna Homes & Family 

Richard Hurley Jr Family 

Fred Kloster Family 

H.J. Osgood Family 

Pfeilsticker Family 

William Rupp Family 

Shankie Family 

Sovoda Family 

Straub Family 

Wickenheiser Family 

Zorn Family 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them,  

O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May their 

souls and all the souls of the 

faithful departed, through the 

mercy of God, rest in peace. 

Amen.  

Jennie Ardagna 

Nick Bellino Jr 

Thomas Bilan 

Albert B Billmaier 

Marcia Blackmore 

Andrew Bosak 

Camille Bosak 

John M Bressler 

Bernetta Y Brooks 

Thomas Brown 

Alex Castellese 

Mary Ann Cermak 

Andrew Conte 

Anthony Conte 

Carmela Conte 

Filomena Conte 

Jakob Robert-Lee Cooper 

Mary Ann Cusumano 

Jonathan Michael 

Dushane 

Beth Ann Duvall 

David Emerick 

Ralph Emerick 

Jan Evans 

Fr Ted Fujawa 

Jack Furnari 

Jack D Furnari 

Angela Grippi 

Jack Grippi 

Robert Guthrie 

Jill Harris 

Earl Hemry 

Richard Hurley Jr 

Richard Hurley Sr 

Gregory James 

Kathleen A Jay 

William E Jay 

Frank Kazmar 

Chuck Kemmerling 

Sally Kemmerling 

Deborah Kenney Harris 

Robert Knegendorf 

James V LaPrad 

Dr Dean L Meinke 

George Mennell 

Dorothy Meyer 

Andrew I Meyer 

Gail Meyer 

Esther Morelli 

Richard Musial 

Fr Hugo Noetzel 

Domenico Perna 

Agnes Pfeilsticker 



Last week our faith 

formation students 

returned to class and 

celebrated the Feast of 

the Epiphany. While 

the gospel was being 

read, students acted 

out the story. We then 

feasted on foods from 

countries around the 

world! Many students 

tasted foods they had 

never eaten before. 

We shared how we all 

come from different 

places – different 

ethnic backgrounds, 

different schools and 

neighborhoods, and 

even different towns. 

And yet, we are all 

called to look for 

Jesus, find Him, and 

give Him our best. 

This week we will talk 

about the baptism of 

Jesus and the 

importance of our own 

baptisms. 

REMINDER: 

Confirmation event on 

Saturday, January 18

th

 

beginning at 2 pm in 

the St. Mary Parish Life Center. This is for candidates 

only and they need to bring their red books. 

ANOTHER CHANCE IN MONROE! 

Called to Serve for Teens (grades 9-12) 

St. Michael Archangel Room 

Saturday January 25 at 9 am 

You must call Mary Quick at 734-241-6097 for more 

information or to register. 

 

 

 

 

Spread the Word! 

Rosary Rally for Life 

Saturday, January 18 

12-1:30 pm 

St Michael the Archangel Parish 

All are welcome! 

FAITH FORMATION 

 

Monroe Catholic      

Elementary Schools 

 

JOB POSTING 

 

Monroe Catholic Elementary School Substitute 

Teacher Position  

Daily pay rate: $65 a day  

Hours: 7:30am to 2:45pm  

 

This position requires:  

• A minimum of 90 college credit hours (from an 

accredited four year university) with at least a 

2.0 cumulative grade point average  

• Excellent communication skills (written & oral)  

• Highly organized with exceptional time manage-

ment skills  

• An interest in working with students of various 

age groups (Pre-K to Grade 8)  

• Ability to create a positive learning atmosphere, 

focused on student involvement/interaction  

• Ability to manage conflict and obtain positive re-

sults  

• Professional demeanor and personal integrity  

• Ability to demonstrate safe work habits and 

maintain a safe environment for students  

• Ability to successfully pass an Archdiocese of 

Detroit criminal background check  

• Must have completed the Protecting God’s Chil-

dren workshop (http://www.virtus.org/virtus/

protecting_children.cfm)  

 

For more information about substitute teaching 

at any of our three campuses, please contact: 

Julie White at the Monroe Catholic School St. 

Michael Campus 734-241-3923 or 

white@monroecatholicschools.com  

www.mcesmonroe.com		734����������



 

MONDAY, JANUARY 13 

   St Hilary, Bishop & Doctor of the Church 

Mass  8:15 am - church  

Faith Formation Classes  6 pm - St. Mary 

Boy Scout Meeting  7:30 pm - gym 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 14 

Sacred Heart Prayer group  6 pm - church 

RCIA  7 pm - Archangel room 

Michael’s Men Meeting  7 pm - SMCC Chapel   

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15 

Choir Rehearsal  5:30 pm - church 

Christ Life Part 3  6:30 pm - gym  

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16 

Cub Scout Den  6 pm - Archangel Rm Lounge, Music 

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 17 

   St Anthony, Abbot 

Devotions  8 am - church 

Mass  8:15 am - church 

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 18 

   Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

Confessions  3:30 pm - church 

Mass  5 pm - church  

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 19 

   2

nd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass  8:30 am - church 

Mass  10:30 am - church  

Next weekend is the THIRD Sunday of the month. 

Please check your schedule. Thank you. 

LITURGY SCHEDULE   JANUARY 13 - 19 

DAY & TIME INTENTIONS 

Monday        8:15 am �   Daniel & Helen Beattie 

�   Mary Sue Terrasi 

Friday           8:15 am         �   Daniel & Helen Beattie 

�   Michelle Bert 

Saturday      3:30 pm 

                      5:00 pm 

Confessions 

 

�   Angela Furnari Vitale 

�   Jerome & Edeltraut Vajcner 

�   Tyrone Vajcner 

Sunday         8:30 am 

 

10:30 am 

�   Daniel & Helen Beattie 

�   Donna Laginess 

�   The People of St  Michael 

WEEK AT A GLANCE ~ JANUARY 13 - 19 

Readings for the Week of January 12, 2020 

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/

Mt 3:13-17 

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19 [17a]/Mk 1:14-20 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd [cf. 1]/Mk 1:21-28 

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [8a 

and 9a]/Mk 1:29-39 

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25 [27b]/Mk 1:40-45 

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19 [2]/Mk 2:1-12 

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [2a]/Mk 2:13-

17 

Next Sunday: Is 49:3, 5-6/Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 [8a, 9a]/1 Cor 1:1-

3/Jn 1:29-34 

©Liturgical Publications Inc  

Loretta Aubry 

Theresa Balk 

James Barron 

Monica Beeson 

Carolyn Bellino 

Florence Bialy 

Lynda Billock 

Mary K. Boylan 

Addie Bressler 

AJ Bressler 

Marlene Campbell 

Thomas Carpenter 

Kathy DeFigueiredo 

Bill Dempsey 

Todd Diedrich 

Tom Dusseau 

Jeffrey Eagle 

Rita Getchey 

Marion Hass 

Kate Herr-Maletich 

Tricia Hummel 

Edna Kinsey 

Lois Knegendorf 

Alice LaPrad 

Donna Leask 

Madeline Lemerand 

Dorothy Louwsma 

Stella Mannausa 

Alice Maurer 

Rita McGlathery 

Diane Mennell 

Albina Motyka 

June Neph 

Donna Perez 

Zayden Perry 

Lynda Ralston 

Mary Ray 

Baby Parker Reau 

Mary Russell 

Clyde D Skinner 

Betty Steffes 

Wilbur Stotz 

Janelle Thursrud 

Marge Tierney 

Donna Torres  

Alex Vanisacker 

Maria Vitale 

Dorothy          

    Wannemacher 

Bernice Windels 

Gordon Yerke 

Pray for: 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  

Major Matthew Aubry 

Brett Bennett 

Tracy (Scobel) Bennett 

Pvt. Adrien Boudreault 

Major Zachery Briscoe 

CWO3 Ricky Brown 

Cpt. Kyle Burkardt, DDS 

Cpt. Patrick Burkardt, DDS 

1

st  

Sgt. Robert C. Cebina 

LCPL Chase E. Collingsworth 

Spc. Skylar Cooper 

SMS. Wayne Fetty 

Cpl. Jacob Luthy 

Sgt. Michael Makela 

 

Staff Sgt. Angelo Marino 

Staff Sgt. Emily Marino 

Airman 2 Drew McLaughlin 

Sgt. William McGowan 

S. Sgt. Jill (Hoffman) Miles 

Major Tim Payment  

Alan Scobel 

Major Marcus Sitterly 

Gregory Smith 

M/Sgt. Marian Olmsted Smith 

Cpt. Brian Strang 

Spc. Travis Weber 

Cpt. Brian Worley, USMC 

LCPL Justin Zukowski 

Dear St. Michael Parishioners: 

Please accept my undying gratitude for the prayers that 

were offered for me as I was treated for bilateral breast 

cancer.  Your prayers helped me to make it through a 

very difficult time and are appreciated more than you 

can possibly know. 

Eternally grateful, 

Charlotte Grejtak 



The Baptism of the Lord: 

After Jesus was baptized, he saw the Spirit of God 

descending like a dove and a voice was heard “This is 

my beloved Son, with whom I am well 

pleased.” As we give to the poor, we 

also can hear these same words. 

Have you considered joining the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul so 

that you can live your Baptism 

more fully? 

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS will be mailed by 

January 31, 2020, to all who donated more than $250 

to St. Michael the Archangel Parish during the 2019 

calendar year. (Statements for CSA donations over 

$250 will come directly from the Archdiocese of Detroit.)  

If you have any questions, please contact the parish 

office at parishoffice@stmichaelmonroe.com or    

734-241-8645. 

Not able to join the March for Life in D.C. in late 

January? NO PROBLEM! 

Show your support for the Pro-Life Movement here in 

Monroe by attending a free screening of the powerful 

movie Unplanned, portraying the dramatic story of   

former abortion clinic director Abby Johnson. See the 

movie Saturday, January 18, 2-4 pm at the Knights of 

Columbus Hall in Downtown Monroe. 

*The movie is rated R for scenes that depict the violent 

nature of abortion. Please use your best judgement if 

you intend on bringing your teenage children.  

Also, tickets for the June 15

th

 Abby Johnson 

presentation at Monroe County Community College 

will be sold for the first time! Tickets will be $20 

each. You don't want to miss this opportunity to meet 

and hear Abby Johnson live! 

 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PARISH   ~   (734) 241-8645 

Jesus Christ, The Eternal High Priest 

  

Fr. Philip Ching, Pastor   x12   frphilsma@gmail.com 

Rev. Mr. Tracy Esper, Deacon   deaconesper@gmail.com 

Susan Lyke, Pastoral Associate   x35   slyke4@yahoo.com 

Dr. Ray McLellan, Music Director   x39 

Mary Quick, Faith Formation   734-241-6097 

 

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools (MCES)  

Mr. Kyle Kubik, Executive Principal 

www.mcesmonroe.com  ~  734-241-6335 

 

ST. MICHAEL CAMPUS       ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY 

 241-3923    241-1411  

 

SMCC HIGH SCHOOL          ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

 241-7622  241-8645 x42 

  

Bulletin email:  bulletin_staff@yahoo.com 
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 Quality Craftsmanship since 1980
For all your building needs:

• Residential  • Remodeling • New construction 
• Commercial - Construction & Renovation

5436 Central
Monroe, MI 48161
734-243-2726
swartoutdavid@yahoo.com

Certified rubber roofing installation and repair
www.davidgswartoutbuilder.com

 2800 N. Telegraph Rd.
 Monroe, MI 48162
 734-243-6000

Selling, servicing and supporting our community for over 30 years
www.friendlyfordmonroe.com

A Family Tradition Since 1864
 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2345 South Custer Road • Monroe • 241-9300
www.ruppfuneralhomeinc.com

 SCHAFER
 AGENCY INC.
 Insurance & Financial Services

Carleton, MI 48117 • 734-654-6269
5955 E. Dunbar Rd. • Monroe, MI 48161

734-242-5100 | www.schaferagency.com

Auto Body
Plant

Complete Collision Service
1408 Custer Drive

242-3818
Monroe, Michigan 48162

“Buckle up for safety!

Monroe Family Dentistry
Dr. Jeremy Dull, D.D.S., P.C.
Dr. Bradley Zemke, D.M.D.

876 Stewart Rd., Suite D
Monroe, MI 48162
(734) 241-6550

YINGER PHARMACY SHOPPE
 Jim Yinger, RPH • Eric Nagel, RPH
 Holly Mills, RPH • Melissa Massengill, RPH

 1704 S. Custer    1036 N. Monroe
 (734) 243-5451   (734) 384-7044

Hours:
M-F 9-6 
Sat 9-2

F.G. ANGELO & SONS
Concrete Contractors

612 Kaye Lani • Monroe, MI 48161
www.fgangeloandsons.com

734-241-4735  Family Owned Since 1956

SECURE SELF STORAGE 2
6231 North Monroe St.

Monroe, MI 48162
734-244-4094

Gary E. Nowitzke, EA, CTS
11 Scott St., Monroe, MI

734-457-3700
Investments • Income Tax Preparation • College Education Plans

 IRA’s • Annuities • Rollover IRA’s • Health • Life
Offering Securities Through Sigma Financial Corp., Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Lotus Financial Services is independent of Sigma Financial Corporation.

 G.B. Construction
 Roofing & Siding

Free Estimates  / Lic & Ins.
Call Greg  734-242-9201

Parish Member

734-241-8898
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

SALES, SERVICE, GARAGE DOORS, OPENERS 
"Your local garage door professionals" 
704 S. Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161 

734-242-2131 www.laroydoor.com
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm, 24 hour answered phone 

Full Service Auto Repair
 (734) 243-2188
 425 N. Dixie Hwy • Monroe

PAUL’S
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, l.l.c.

#1 Listing & Selling Company in Monroe 
County For the 22nd Consecutive Year!*

HAYNES REAL ESTATE, INC. 
 734-242-8484

www.HaynesHomes.com
15489 South Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Endless Possibilities to Enhance Your Home
Doors • Cabinets • Hardware

Countertops & Backsplash • Mouding & Millwork
Flooring: Hardwood, Carpet, Area Rugs,

Ceramic & Stone Tile
Laminate and LVT Vinyl • Wood & Iron Stair Parts

Delivery, Installation and Financing Available
757 Telegraph Road • Monroe

 734-243-3502 finishersunlimited.com

 NEWPORT
 ELECTRIC, INC.

Residential & CommeRCial WiRing
8150 N. Dixie Hwy. • Newport, MI

www.newport-electric.com
(734) 586-2208

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

734.240.9697 | 610 W. Elm Ave. | Monroe, MI

IHM Senior Living Community
• short-term rehab • skilled nursing
• post-hospital stay

MESSINA
CONCRETE

READY MIXED CONCRETE
AGGREGATE HAULING
CONCRETE PUMPING

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
MONROE: 734.241.8380 
FLAT ROCK: 734.783.1020
www.messinaconcrete.com

33 E Front St 734-242-9393
Monroe 

www.HassettTitle.com

Salon & Spa
Where excellence is a tradition

15512 S. Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161 
734-241-0266 • www.biundosalon.com 

Patricia A. Vajcner
Monroe Legal Center

Office Space Available
204 South Macomb

734-552-2137

THIS SPACE IS

Marilyn Dunn is now 
at Hair Graphics 

 1066 South Telegraph Rd, Monroe, MI 48161

 734-384-1113 or 734-652-1128  

Tuesday / Thursday / Friday / Saturday
Please call to schedule an appointment 

Wm. A. Bacarella, Owner/Manger

Justin D. Miller, CFSP, CCO

Jeffery C. Rupp, Funeral Director

734-241-4600
1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI
www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Celebrate the life       Cherish the memories.

• Allen Park
• Trenton
• Rockwood
• Monroe

(734) 671-5400

martenson.com


