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Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” � Jn 20:29 �



It is hard these days to discern what is true and what is 

not. The term “fake news” has become a part of our 

language over the past few years and it has even 

become a political rallying cry for some. Still, the truth 

is hard to find and even harder to believe. As Catholics, 

we must seek out the truth even if it goes against our 

current opinion. We owe it to ourselves and to God to 

always seek the truth � the truth that comes through 

Jesus Christ. We should never be so weak of mind that 

we let others tell us what or how to think � about 

anything. We must search out what is true, do a little 

research, and then come to a logical and well�founded 

position. Repeating what others have to say about a 

subject may not be spreading the truth and it can make 

us look foolish in the long run. We may also let the 

truth slip by unnoticed and unproclaimed.�

What is true is always true, but it is not always 

accepted. Just think about when life begins. Those, 

who wish to define life as beginning at the moment of 

conception, are in perfect harmony with God’s natural 

law. Those who think otherwise must redefine when life 

begins and try and sell that to those who know better. 

We live in a world where truth has become subject to 

what one believes, or thinks is true, and not of what 

really is. �

In the Gospel passage today, our Blessed Lord enters 

a locked room to be with his disciples. He offers them 

his peace and the Holy Spirit. One of his disciples is 

not there to see Jesus and when he is told about the 

encounter with the risen Lord, Thomas does not buy it. 

Thomas wants to put his finger in the holes made by 

the nails. He needs proof that Jesus has indeed risen 

from the dead. He is not willing to accept the testimony 

of his brothers; he wants hard proof; words are not 

good enough. I don’t think Thomas does this because 

he thinks he is being lied to; I think that he may have 

been saddened because he was not there when Jesus 

came to the disciples. For him, he needed more than 

the word of his brothers, he needed to touch the 

wounds that brought salvation to the world. �

Jesus comes back a week later and once again enters 

the locked room to be with his disciples. His greeting is 

the same “Peace be with you.” Then he calls Thomas 

forward and directs him to put his finger in the wounds 

of his hands and then in the Lord’s side. Thomas 

replies, “my Lord and my God.” Jesus goes on to say 

that Thomas has come to believe because he saw and 

then he says, “Blessed are those who have not seen 

and have believed.” The truth can come to us through 

our minds, hearts and touch. Thomas saw and 

believed; many do not see yet they believe. The truth is 

meant to be believed and to be proclaimed. �

Jesus Christ has risen from the dead. That is the truth 

and it cannot be denied. For we believe the tomb is 

empty and the gates of Heaven are open.�

Easter Blessings!�

The wonder of it all!�
Deacon Tracy M. Esper�

What a grace�filled day this is! It is the eighth and final 

day of the Octave of Easter. On this eighth day of 

Easter we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. It is a day 

when the flood�gates of mercy are opened wide and 

God lavishes us with more than we could ever hope 

for.�

Divine Mercy Sunday has been celebrated for years as 

a private devotion. But in the year 2000, Pope Saint 

John Paul II, who himself was an extraordinary 

instrument of God’s mercy, put this feast on the 

Church’s official calendar as he raised Sister Faustina 

to sainthood.�

Saint Faustina was a member of the Congregation of 

Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in Krakow, Poland.�She 

died in 1938.�She came from a simple and poor family 

of farmers, had only three years of simple education 

and performed the humblest of tasks in her 

convent.�But she also was a mystic who was privileged 

to have many private revelations from our Lord which 

she recorded in her diary of Divine Mercy.�

She writes of her experience on February 22, 1931:��

In the evening, when I was in my cell, I became aware 

of the Lord Jesus clothed in a white garment. One 

hand was raised in blessing, the other was touching 

the garment at the breast. From the opening of the 

garment at the breast there came forth two large rays, 

one red and the other pale. In silence I gazed intently 

at the Lord; my soul was overwhelmed with fear, but 

also with great joy. After a while Jesus said to me, 

‘paint an image according to the pattern you see, with 

the inscription: Jesus, I trust in You.’�

Later, Jesus explained to her in another vision:��

“The pale ray stands for the Water which makes souls 

SUSAN’S CORNER�



FAITH FORMATION�

HOPE and PEACE be with you. In these days of 

uncertainty we hear in our gospel a story of hope.  

After the horrible week the disciples had just been part 

of, they were at the end of their rope. Jesus had been 

arrested, brutally beaten and crucified. Then, after a 

hasty burial, while they were still in hiding, they hear 

the body of Jesus is missing! Imagine their terror.  

Then, while they were hiding in fear behind locked 

doors, Jesus appears to them. And his first word to 

them are “Peace be with you” and they rejoiced!  

These past few weeks I feel as though I have been in a 

locked room, scared and afraid. Sometimes without 

much hope. I did not have Jesus appear before me like 

his disciples, but through prayer I was able to find a 

sense of peace. According to Hebrews 11:1, “faith is 

the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of 

what is not seen.” We will meet Jesus in many different 

ways throughout our lives. May we too have the faith to 

exclaim like Thomas, “My Lord and My God!  Amen.�

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday. Learn about St. 

Faustina (there is a new movie out about her) and her 

mission to make God’s mercy known to the world.  

Using your rosary, pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  

Pamphlets are available and you can get it on line. I 

emailed it out to our faith formation families a couple of 

weeks ago. Let me know if you want a copy emailed to 

you. May our entire world come to know of God’s 

unending mercy for all of us!�

Mary Quick�

�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP�

Give Yourself Completely�

The early days of the first Christian community were 

not easy by any measurement. Jesus had been 

executed, and his disciples had to be discreet so as not 

to meet a similar fate. Jesus was now risen, but the 

truth of his resurrection was not accepted by all. 

However, the depiction of that early community in Acts 

2:42�47 would lead someone to believe it was the 

opposite situation. We are told of community life where 

people lean on each other and share great joy. They 

ate and prayed together, and many wonders and signs 

were occurring to lift the community and bear witness 

to the power of Jesus Christ. They were disciples living 

out their faith, and it was their strong sense of 

stewardship that made all this possible in the face of 

threatening Roman and Jewish powers.�

Today, we find the Church in a new turmoil. Increasing 

secularism, abuse scandals, and a lack of true fidelity 

place us once again in a time that is not easy. A friend 

of mine likes to say that any challenge of sin we 

encounter in the Church has its origin in a lack or 

misunderstanding of the stewardship way of life. We 

create our burdens by not using our gifts wisely and by 

turning inward selfishly. �

Could we use the story in Acts of the early Church to 

help us today? If we begin with the decision to give of 

ourselves completely to God and His people, will we 

become agents of change? There is only one way to 

find out.� �

�Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�
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righteous; the red ray stands for the Blood which is the 

life of souls. These two rays issued forth from the 

depths of My most tender Mercy at that time when My 

agonizing Heart was opened by a lance on the 

Cross….Fortunate is the one who will dwell in their 

shelter, for the just hand of God shall not lay hold of 

him.”�

Jesus spoke again to her of His desire that the 

Solemnity of Divine Mercy be established:�

“On that day (the 8

th

 day of Easter each year) the very 

depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a 

whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach 

the fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to 

Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain 

complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. On that 

day all the divine floodgates through which grace flow 

are opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even 

though its sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that 

no mind, be it of man or of angel, will be able to fathom 

it throughout all eternity.”�

As we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, intensely reflect 

upon the abundance of this gift that God wishes to pour 

forth upon us.�There is no limit to how much we are 

loved by our God of perfect mercy.�And today, on this 

the eighth day of Easter, we should especially be 

aware of the fact that the floodgates of Heaven are 

opened to us to an unimaginable degree. Turn your 

eyes toward our merciful Lord and be open to all that 

He wishes to bestow.�

Lord of Mercy, help me today to begin to 

understand what mercy is all about.� Help me to 

first be open to the mercy You wish to bestow 

upon me.�As I receive Your own Divine Mercy, help 

me also to be an instrument of that mercy for all to 

see. Jesus, I trust in You.�

https://catholic�daily�reflections.com/2019/04/27/the�mercy�of�

god�in�superabundance�

�

You expired, O Jesus,��

but the source of�life�gushed forth for souls��

and an ocean of mercy opened up for the whole 

world.��

O Fount of Life,��

unfathomable Divine Mercy,��

envelop the whole world��

and empty Yourself out upon us.��

O Blood and Water,��

which gushed forth from the Heart of�Jesus��

as a fount of mercy for us,��

I trust in You. Amen.�
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Our Mission: Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools is a Christ-centered, Catholic learning community committed to the 

academic excellence and spiritual development of every student.                                                       www.mcesmonroe.com�

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools 

www.mcesmonroe.com   734-241-6335 

Congratulations to the MCES Auction Raf�le Winners!�

�

$1,000: Dan & Treca Zdybek�

$750: O. Hernandez�

$500: Lisa Soncrant�

�

Thank you to everyone who supported the MCES AUCTION RAFFLE!�

�

MCES	is	still	learning	throughout	the	COVID�19	Closure! �



�

Please check www.stmichaelmonroe.com for 

the latest updates. Thank you!�

�

MONDAY, APRIL 20 

Mass  8:30 am - Facebook livestream  

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 21 

   St. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Church   

Check-In with Fr Phil  9:30 am - Facebook livestream   

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22 

   Earth Day 

Eucharistic Adoration  6 pm - Facebook livestream  

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 23 

   St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr 

FRIDAY, APRIL 24 

   St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr; Arbor Day 

Mass  8:30 am - Facebook livestream 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 25 

   St. Mark, Evangelist  

Confessions  3:30 pm - parking lot 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 26 

   3

rd

 Sunday of Easter 

Mass  10:30 am - Facebook livestream 

LITURGY SCHEDULE   APRIL 20 - 26 

DAY & TIME INTENTIONS 

Monday        8:15 am �   Ruth Kiebler 

�   Pietro Vitale 

Friday           8:15 am         �   Melvin & Lucille Duvall 

�   Beth Ann Duvall 

Saturday      3:30 pm 

                      5:00 pm 

Confessions 

 

�   The People of St  Michael 

Sunday         8:30 am 

10:30 am 

�   Ann & Ed Wojcik 

�   Phyllis Smock 

�   Antonino Mignano 38 years 

�   Giuseppe & Maddalena Piccione 

WEEK AT A GLANCE ~ APRIL 20 - 26 

Readings for the Week of April 19, 2020 

Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 

20:19-31  

Monday: Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 11d]/Jn 3:1-8 

Tuesday: Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Jn 3:7b-15 

Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/Jn 3:16-21 

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20 [7a]/Jn 3:31-

36 

Friday: Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/Mk 16:15-20 

Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [11a]/1 

Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 

©Liturgical Publications Inc  

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  

Major Matthew Aubry 

Brett Bennett 

Tracy (Scobel) Bennett 

Pvt. Adrien Boudreault 

Major Zachery Briscoe 

CWO3 Ricky Brown 

Cpt. Kyle Burkardt, DDS 

Cpt. Patrick Burkardt, DDS 

1

st  

Sgt. Robert C. Cebina 

LCPL Chase E. Collingsworth 

Spc. Skylar Cooper 

SMS. Wayne Fetty 

Cpl. Jacob Luthy 

Sgt. Michael Makela 

Staff Sgt. Angelo Marino 

Staff Sgt. Emily Marino 

Airman 2 Drew McLaughlin 

Sgt. William McGowan 

S. Sgt. Jill (Hoffman) Miles 

Major Tim Payment  

Alan Scobel 

Major Marcus Sitterly 

Gregory Smith 

M/Sgt. Marian Olmsted Smith 

Spc. Travis Weber 

Cpt. Brian Worley, USMC 

LCPL Justin Zukowski 

Pray for: 

 

 

 

Loretta Aubry 

Theresa Balk 

Javier Barrios 

James Barron 

Monica Beeson 

Carolyn Bellino 

Florence Bialy 

Lynda Billock 

Philip Bloom 

Mary K. Boylan 

Addie Bressler 

AJ Bressler 

Marlene Campbell 

Thomas Carpenter 

Kathy DeFigueiredo 

Bill Dempsey 

Craig Dominiak 

 

Tom Dusseau 

Jeffrey Eagle 

Rita Getchey 

Marion Hass 

Kate Herr-Maletich 

Tricia Hummel 

Rose Kavanagh 

Edna Kinsey 

Lois Knegendorf 

Alice LaPrad 

Donna Leask 

Madeline Lemerand 

Dorothy Louwsma 

Stella Mannausa 

Rita McGlathery 

Diane Mennell 

Albina Motyka 

June Neph 

Pat Orr 

 

Leigh Ann Parrack 

Donna Perez 

Zayden Perry 

Lynda Ralston 

Mary Ray 

Baby Parker Reau 

Clyde D Skinner 

Betty Steffes 

Wilbur Stotz 

Janelle Thursrud 

Donna Torres  

Alex Vanisacker 

Maria Vitale 

Linda Wallace 

Dorothy          

    Wannemacher 

Bernice Windels 

Gordon Yerke 

Mary Zubkoff 



Second Sunday of Easter:�

In the Gospel today, Jesus stands in the midst of us 

and says, “Peace be with you!”�

During Mass we turn to each other 

and say “Peace be with you!” As you 

give your gift to St. Vincent de Paul 

you say “Peace be with you!” to those 

who are poor and hungry.�

 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PARISH   ~   (734) 241-8645 

Jesus Christ, The Eternal High Priest 

  

Fr. Philip Ching, Pastor   x12   frphilsma@gmail.com 

Rev. Mr. Tracy Esper, Deacon   deaconesper@gmail.com 

Susan Lyke, Pastoral Associate   x35   slyke4@yahoo.com 

Dr. Ray McLellan, Music Director   x39 

Mary Quick, Faith Formation   734-241-6097 

 

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools (MCES)  

Mr. Kyle Kubik, Executive Principal 

www.mcesmonroe.com  ~  734-241-6335 

 

ST. MICHAEL CAMPUS       ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY 

 241-3923    241-1411  

 

SMCC HIGH SCHOOL          ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

 241-7622  241-8645 x42 

  

Bulletin email:  bulletin_staff@yahoo.com 

Divine Mercy Sunday�

The topic of faith links today’s Scripture readings. In 

St. Peter’s First Letter, he encourages the Christians 

in Asia Minor � modern day Turkey � to be steadfast 

in their faith, even during difficult trials. In St. John’s 

Gospel, the evangelist tells of Jesus appearing to His 

disciples on the evening of His Resurrection, but 

Thomas is not present. This passage also includes the 

following week’s encounter, when Jesus reveals to 

Thomas the nail marks from His crucifixion. In faith, 

Thomas now believes and proclaims:�My Lord and my 

God. But Jesus admonishes him and                       

professes:�Blessed are those who have not seen and 

have believed. God, in unity with His Son and the Holy 

Spirit, releases this powerful gift of faith by bestowing 

upon us His abundant grace. While we are granted 

free will to accept or reject faith, faithful stewards 

acknowledge and embrace this awesome gift like the 

early Christians portrayed in the Acts of the Apostles. 

As stewards, we should open our heart and make   

Jesus personal in our faith life, then in a spirit of    

evangelization, share this joy with everyone we meet. 

Begin to personalize Jesus by learning to pray the  

Divine Mercy Chaplet.�
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 Quality Craftsmanship since 1980
For all your building needs:

• Residential  • Remodeling • New construction 
• Commercial - Construction & Renovation

5436 Central
Monroe, MI 48161
734-243-2726
swartoutdavid@yahoo.com

Certified rubber roofing installation and repair
www.davidgswartoutbuilder.com

 2800 N. Telegraph Rd.
 Monroe, MI 48162
 734-243-6000

Selling, servicing and supporting our community for over 30 years
www.friendlyfordmonroe.com

A Family Tradition Since 1864
 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2345 South Custer Road • Monroe • 241-9300
www.ruppfuneralhomeinc.com

 SCHAFER
 AGENCY INC.
 Insurance & Financial Services

Carleton, MI 48117 • 734-654-6269
5955 E. Dunbar Rd. • Monroe, MI 48161

734-242-5100 | www.schaferagency.com

Auto Body
Plant

Complete Collision Service
1408 Custer Drive

242-3818
Monroe, Michigan 48162

“Buckle up for safety!

Monroe Family Dentistry
Dr. Jeremy Dull, D.D.S., P.C.
Dr. Bradley Zemke, D.M.D.

876 Stewart Rd., Suite D
Monroe, MI 48162
(734) 241-6550

YINGER PHARMACY SHOPPE
 Jim Yinger, RPH • Eric Nagel, RPH
 Holly Mills, RPH • Melissa Massengill, RPH

 1704 S. Custer    1036 N. Monroe
 (734) 243-5451   (734) 384-7044

Hours:
M-F 9-6 
Sat 9-2

F.G. ANGELO & SONS
Concrete Contractors

612 Kaye Lani • Monroe, MI 48161
www.fgangeloandsons.com

734-241-4735  Family Owned Since 1956

SECURE SELF STORAGE 2
6231 North Monroe St.

Monroe, MI 48162
734-244-4094

Gary E. Nowitzke, EA, CTS
11 Scott St., Monroe, MI

734-457-3700
Investments • Income Tax Preparation • College Education Plans

 IRA’s • Annuities • Rollover IRA’s • Health • Life
Offering Securities Through Sigma Financial Corp., Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Lotus Financial Services is independent of Sigma Financial Corporation.

 G.B. Construction
 Roofing & Siding

Free Estimates  / Lic & Ins.
Call Greg  734-242-9201

Parish Member

734-241-8898
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

SALES, SERVICE, GARAGE DOORS, OPENERS 
"Your local garage door professionals" 
704 S. Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161 

734-242-2131 www.laroydoor.com
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm, 24 hour answered phone 

Full Service Auto Repair
 (734) 243-2188
 425 N. Dixie Hwy • Monroe

PAUL’S
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, l.l.c.

#1 Listing & Selling Company in Monroe 
County For the 22nd Consecutive Year!*

HAYNES REAL ESTATE, INC. 
 734-242-8484

www.HaynesHomes.com
15489 South Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

734.240.9697 | 610 W. Elm Ave. | Monroe, MI

IHM Senior Living Community
• short-term rehab • skilled nursing
• post-hospital stay

MESSINA
CONCRETE

READY MIXED CONCRETE
AGGREGATE HAULING
CONCRETE PUMPING

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
MONROE: 734.241.8380 
FLAT ROCK: 734.783.1020
www.messinaconcrete.com

33 E Front St 734-242-9393
Monroe 

www.HassettTitle.com

Salon & Spa
Where excellence is a tradition

15512 S. Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161 
734-241-0266 • www.biundosalon.com 

Patricia A. Vajcner
Monroe Legal Center

Office Space Available
204 South Macomb

734-552-2137

Marilyn Dunn is now 
at Hair Graphics 

 1066 South Telegraph Rd, Monroe, MI 48161

 734-384-1113 or 734-652-1128  

Tuesday / Thursday / Friday / Saturday
Please call to schedule an appointment 

Wm. A. Bacarella, Owner/Manger

Justin D. Miller, CFSP, CCO

Jeffery C. Rupp, Funeral Director

734-241-4600
1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI
www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Celebrate the life       Cherish the memories.

• Allen Park
• Trenton
• Rockwood
• Monroe

(734) 671-5400

martenson.com

finishersunlimited.com

Endless Possibilities to Enhance Your Home
Doors • Cabinets • Hardware • Countertops & Backsplash
Molding & Millwork • Flooring: Hardwood, Carpet, Area 

Rugs • Ceramic & Stone Tile
Laminate and LVT Vinyl • Wood & Iron Stair Parts

Delivery, Installation and Financing Available
757 Telegraph Rd, Monroe • 734-243-3502

16115 West Rd, Woodhaven • 734-403-4748


