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CATHOLIC CHURCH �

ST. MICHAEL 

THE ARCHANGEL 

Consecrated to the�

Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary�

God bless you�

I consider myself most fortunate to have been with you 

for these past five years. Our brother priests in 

seniority would always tell us that we would never 

forget our first pastorate. As I make this transition, I can 

see why. For those who may have been hearing this 

for the first time, I offer this summary: I was informed in 

the middle of May of the Archbishop’s request for me to 

take on a new assignment as pastor of St. Augustine 

and Holy Family in the Blue Water Vicariate. This was 

entirely unexpected on a number of levels and not 

something I had ever anticipated, especially since we 

were one of the pilot wave parishes for Unleash the 

Gospel. Yet, on the day of ordination, that is what each 

priest has promised � respect and obedience to the 

bishop and his successors. When the Archbishop 

requests something, he takes into consideration any 

concerns that may arise from such a request. Yet, after 

I had expressed those, still the request remained. I am 

grateful to have been given an extra month to remain 

to wrap up some of the big projects planned with the 

Leadership Team. �

�

These past few months have been bittersweet. Many of 

you have been so kind in expressing your sentiments 

to me, and I thank you for that. I have grown to love 

this parish community. I will miss a lot of things, 

especially those good relationships that have been 

formed over the years. It has filled me with much 

sadness but focusing on the work that is before me has 

served as a way to keep moving forward. �

�

This is why it’s so important for us not to be swayed by 

feelings and emotions. If we were, then how can we 

remain steadfast on the course that the Father has 

marked for us? How can we expect to be faithful to Him 

if we allow our feelings to take the lead in what we 

should or should not do? This is why Catholicism is so 

beautiful: it contains the tenets of truth that is oriented 

toward our flourishing that leads to the glorious reality 

of Heaven. And despite what our feelings are 

concerning what we read or hear from Holy Scripture, 

the Magisterium of the Church or the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church, that is what we are called to believe. 

We must utilize our intellect to grasp and rightly 

understand the truths made available to us � to 

acknowledge that there is no “my truth” or “your truth” 

but to recognize that there is objective truth by which 

we must base our actions and words. This helps us in 

times of desolation, sloth, apathy, temptation, pride… it 

places those emotions in check that we may remain 

entirely the Lord’s, to follow Him wholeheartedly and 

have Him take the first place in our hearts, lest we be 

fair�weathered friends and be nothing but lukewarm 

(Rev 3:15�16).�

�

There still remains much to be done but I am confident 

that the Lord, through the Archbishop, is sending you 

the priest that is needed at this time. He will come with 

his own gifts, talents, charisms, and personality. And I 

ask that you accept him for who he is and welcome him 

in that way. A demoralizing way of approaching the 

new priest would be to compare him to what previous 

pastors had done. It says to the priest that he is not 

capable or that he is unwanted, unwelcome. It is a lack 

of trust that this priest is not a man of God. If the priest 

does what he’s supposed to do, he will be attentive to 

the Holy Spirit in prayer. And if he’s not, then you need 

to pray for him. And if you want to accelerate those 

prayers, then you need to fast for him.�



SUSAN’S CORNER�

While there’s not enough room to express my thanks to 

individuals, I am certainly most grateful to those who 

have shown me kindness throughout the years, 

whether by word, action, or supporting the parish by 

volunteering or through financial means. I do ask that 

you please increase your prayers for vocations to the 

priesthood. We need more to intercede for those men 

whom the Father is calling to be like His Son. We need 

brave, courageous, and holy men who will respond to 

the call of our Crucified Savior to lay down their lives so 

that others may live. There is such a need for the 

sacraments: they are exclusive to the priest alone. If 

there are no more priests, there is no more Eucharist, 

no more Confession � that life of grace is cut off from 

the world. In 10 years, priests will be down in the 

Archdiocese by 33%. Who will answer the call? Pray 

for vocations. Pray for priests.�

�

God bless you. God love you. Please pray for me. I will 

pray for you.�

�

In Jesus through Mary,�

�

Fr. Phil�

Father Phil Ching�

“Many Reasons for Gratitude”�

Recently, I read this reflection from an anonymous 

source. It speaks so clearly the thoughts I have and, I 

am confident, so many of you have, too.�

�

Thank you, Father Phil, for sacrificing the                   

fulfillment of ‘making it in the world’ in order to give us a 

chance to make it in the next world. You don’t take on 

jobs � they are appointed to you. You put your own 

will at the disposal of the church, for us. We are 

grateful.�

Thank you for bringing our children into the church, 

and sustaining their souls with the                                 

sacraments. And thank you for welcoming them into 

the church informally, as well. We see them look at you 

like a celebrity, and we’re glad the first “celebrity” they 

got to meet was a man of God. Thank you for patiently 

listening to them, for taking such joy in teasing them, 

and for showing them the true face of Christ: the gentle 

one who said, ‘Let the children come to me.’�

Thank you, Father Phil, for presiding at our 

marriages, even while you live such that you can be 

ready to serve your people at a moment’s notice. 

Sometimes, married people sigh and think envious 

thoughts about living alone. But in the end, it’s hard for 

us to imagine how you do it. Thank you for risking 

loneliness to serve us and our families.�

Thank you, for putting yourself in the                                 

unenviable position of dealing with us at our worst 

moments � when we’re anxious, upset, depressed, 

even a little out of our minds, focused on our own 

problems to the exclusion of all else.�

When we see the care you have to take in                  

listening to the problems of so many kinds of people, 

we can’t imagine how you do it. How do you listen to 

angry people, whining people, weeping people, 

nervous people, suspicious people and clueless 

people? How do you listen to us?�

Thank you, Father, for sitting in an empty confessional 

on Saturday afternoons. You wait there, not even 

knowing if we’ll come, like the prodigal son’s father on 

the road. Thank you for all the times we hear, ‘I 

absolve you from your sins,’ and feel a great burden 

lifted from our hearts. This gift of God’s forgiveness 

brings the greatest joy back into our lives. We can give 

you nothing in return that even comes close to that.�

And thank you, Father Phil, most of all, for bringing 

Christ himself into our lives. Where would we be 

without your astonishing ability to make the body, 

blood, soul and divinity of Christ present on our altar 

and in our tabernacle? You are there for us every 

Sunday, every morning, giving us this infinite gift. 

Thank you.�

In the end, that’s what is so great about you: is 

who you bring us � Christ.                                                                           

Thank you, Father Phil, for being Christ for us!�



RCIA: Rite of Christian Initiation �

�

Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life; you have the 

words of everlasting life. Alleluia, Alleluia.�

�

�� Are you looking to go through RCIA to become a 

member of the Church?�

�� Are you a Cradle Catholic looking to reawaken your 

faith?�

�� Are you new to the Catholic faith and just looking 

for answers?�

�

If you are interested in the RCIA process, please 

contact Susan Lyke at slyke4@yahoo.com or      

734�241�8645 ext 35.�

�

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 

Lighting Candles in Church 

 

Question:  

Why do Catholics light candles in church?  

 

Answer: 

Candles have been part of the Church’s worship from the 

earliest times. In the days before electricity, candles and oil 

lamps were the ways that people lighted buildings. Even 

today, we often still depend on candles during power 

outages, relying on their flickering flames to bring light into 

the dark. 

 

Like our ancestors, we also light candles on special 

occasions. Think about a festive family meal or a romantic 

dinner for two — there will often be candles on the table, 

special objects for a special event. We light candles on 

birthday cakes and carry them in processions. We also 

place candles at makeshift memorials that appear when 

there has been an accident or act of violence. In these 

moments, their light casts aside a different kind of darkness 

— the darkness of grief, fear, and death.  

 

The custom of the early Christians lighting candles and 

lamps at the tombs of the martyrs gave way to the practice 

of having candles at Mass, honoring the sacredness of the 

celebration.  

 

As Christians decorated their worship spaces with statues 

and icons, they would burn candles in front of sacred 

images and the relics of the saints, basically “shining a 

light” on what they held to be sacred. When pilgrims would 

visit these shrines, they would often bring candles to light 

before the image or relic. These candles came to be a 

symbol of the person, and their prayer and the burning 

these candles came to be understood as an extension and 

continuation of the prayer that was offered. What began as 

a practical way to provide light has come to be a symbol of 

the hopes, desires, loves, losses, fears, and faith of 

everyday Christians offering their prayers to God and his 

saints. 

©LPi 



FAITH FORMATION�

Congratulations to our children who will receive their 

first holy communion on Sunday, July 26, 2020, at St. 

Mary Parish.�

Estefania Cabrera�Campos�

Alison Alondra Gallegos�

Andrea Gallegos�Gallegos�

Enrique Gallegos�Gallegos�

Dayri Morales�Guzman�

Yanilet Osorio�

Angel Ramos Vega�

Today we hear another parable about fields. In these 

parables Jesus is telling us how priceless the Kingdom 

of Heaven really is. Heaven is like a great treasure, 

one so great that we can only imagine.  How do you 

imagine heaven? One year when teaching at St. 

Joseph Academy in Adrian I asked my children to draw 

what they thought heaven looked like.  They worked on 

those drawings for 3 days of class time and they were 

magnificent! Jesus says in order to possess the 

Kingdom of God, we must be willing to let go of all that 

we have in this world for the sake of the next. How has 

God generous to you? How have you shared that 

generosity with others? One thing I do is each night, 

before I go to bed, I write down all of the blessings I 

had that day. Making the time to name them makes me 

realize just how blessed I am. And in turn, makes it 

easier to share those blessings with others.�

THANK YOU to Jenny Fleck for all of her help in 

assisting us with the Hispanic families from our 

parish and allowing their children to celebrate their 

first holy communion within their ethnic 

community.�

Mary Quick�

�

ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA�

This week we celebrate a 

spiritual master! Not only is 

St. Ignatius Loyola the 

founder of the Jesuits, but 

the legacy of his life of 

prayer �� now called 

Ignatian spiritualty �� 

inspired believers the world 

over. Injured as a young 

soldier, Ignatius spent his 

time in recovery reading 

the lives of the saints. They 

inspired his soul to holy 

heroism, changing his life 

forever. Ignatius gathered 

a group of friends who also 

desired to be 

"contemplatives in action," 

finding God in all 

circumstances. This 

became the Jesuits �� a 

great missionary and 

teaching order. Ignatius 

himself was constantly 

attuned to his own inner promptings. This self�

knowledge �� open to the movements of the Holy Spirit 

�� led him to be an incredibly astute spiritual director. 

For Ignatius, recognizing God as the first principle of 

one's life determined everything. How has God 

changed you?�



MCES	is	enrolling	for	2020�2021	School	Year!�

�

MCES offers a high quality, Catholic Educational Experience                                

for children from the age of 6 weeks through 8

th

 grade!�

�

Visit	mcesmonroe.com	for	a	Virtual	Tour	of	Each	Campus.�

�

St. Michael Campus�

Infant and Toddler Childcare available from 6:30 am � 6:00 pm�

3� & 4�Year�Old Preschool�

Young 5s�

Kindergarten & 1

st

 Grade�

Latchkey before & after school�

Summer Camps�

Email Mrs. Welton (welton@monroecatholicschools.com) to learn more!�

�

St. John Campus�

2

nd

 through 4

th

 Grade Programs�

Latchkey available!�

Email Mr. Kubik (kubik@monroecatholicschools.com) to learn more!�

�

St. Mary Campus�

5

th

 through 8

th

 Grade Programs�

Electives & Partnerships with SMCC�

Latchkey available!�

Email Mr. Kubik (kubik@monroecatholicschools.com) to learn more!�

�

Check	out	all	we	have	to	offer	at	mcesmonroe.com	&	on	social	media!�

Our Mission: Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools is a Christ-centered, Catholic learning community committed to the 

academic excellence and spiritual development of every student.                                                       www.mcesmonroe.com�

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools 

www.mcesmonroe.com   734-241-6335 



 

MONDAY, JULY 27 

Mass  8:15 am - church  

 

TUESDAY, JULY 28 

Michael’s Men Meeting  7 pm - K of C Hall   

 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29 

   St. Martha 

 

THURSDAY, JULY 30 

   St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  

 

FRIDAY, JULY 31 

   St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest  

Devotions  8 am - church 

Mass  8:15 am - church 

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 

   St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  

Confessions  3:30 pm - parking lot 

Mass  5 pm - church  

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 2 

   18

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass  8:00 am - church 

Mass  10:30 am - church  

LITURGY SCHEDULE   JULY 27 - AUGUST 2 

DAY & TIME INTENTIONS 

Monday        8:15 am Intentions of Bernie & Gene Abbott 

Friday           8:15 am         �   Gasper Giarmo 

Saturday      3:30 pm 

                      5:00 pm 

Confessions 

 

�   John Willaert  1 year 

�   Howard & Marian Thornton 

Sunday         8:00 am 

10:30 am 

�   The People of St  Michael 

�   Russell & Bernadine Mack 

�   Chuck Kemmerling 

WEEK AT A GLANCE ~ JULY 27 - AUGUST 2 

Readings for the Week of July 26, 2020 

Sunday: 1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-

130 [97a]/Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46 

Monday: Jer 13:1-11/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 13:31-35 

Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 [9]/Mt 13:36-43 

Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11 [2]/

Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 

Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab [5a]/Mt 13:47-53 

Friday: Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14 [14c]/Mt 13:54-58 

Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34 [14c]/Mt 

14:1-12 

Next Sunday: Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 [cf. 16]/Rom 

8:35, 37-39/Mt 14:13-21 

©Liturgical Publications Inc  

MICHAEL’S MEN  

Michael’s Men will meet at 7 pm at Knights of 

Columbus Hall on Tuesday, July 28, 2020, for a 

regular scheduled meeting.�Please wear a mask. �

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  

Major Matthew Aubry 

Brett Bennett 

Tracy (Scobel) Bennett 

Pvt. Adrien Boudreault 

Major Zachery Briscoe 

CWO3 Ricky Brown 

Cpt. Kyle Burkardt, DDS 

Cpt. Patrick Burkardt, DDS 

1

st  

Sgt. Robert C. Cebina 

LCPL Chase E. Collingsworth 

Spc. Skylar Cooper 

SMS. Wayne Fetty 

Cpl. Jacob Luthy 

Sgt. Michael Makela 

Staff Sgt. Angelo Marino 

Staff Sgt. Emily Marino 

Airman 2 Drew McLaughlin 

Sgt. William McGowan 

S. Sgt. Jill (Hoffman) Miles 

Major Tim Payment  

Alan Scobel 

Major Marcus Sitterly 

Gregory Smith 

M/Sgt. Marian Olmsted Smith 

Spc. Travis Weber 

Cpt. Brian Worley, USMC 

LCPL Justin Zukowski 

Pray for: 

 

 

 

Rebecca Alexander 

Loretta Aubry 

Theresa Balk 

Javier Barrios 

James Barron 

Monica Beeson 

Carolyn Bellino 

Florence Bialy 

Lynda Billock 

Philip Bloom 

Mary K. Boylan 

Addie Bressler 

AJ Bressler 

Marlene Campbell 

Thomas Carpenter 

Kathy DeFigueiredo 

 

Bill Dempsey 

Craig Dominiak 

Tom Dusseau 

Jeffrey Eagle 

Marion Hass 

Kate Herr-Maletich 

Tricia Hummel 

Rose Kavanagh 

Edna Kinsey 

Lois Knegendorf 

Alice LaPrad 

Donna Leask 

Madeline Lemerand 

Dorothy Louwsma 

Stella Mannausa 

Rita McGlathery 

Diane Mennell 

Albina Motyka 

 

June Neph 

Pat Orr 

Kenny Pardo 

Leigh Ann Parrack 

Donna Perez 

Zayden Perry 

Mary Ray 

Baby Parker Reau 

Betty Steffes 

Wilbur Stotz 

Janelle Thursrud 

Donna Torres  

Alex Vanisacker 

Maria Vitale 

Linda Wallace 

Bernice Windels 

Gordon Yerke 

Mary Zubkoff 



Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time:� �

In the Gospel, we find that the demand of daily 

Christian living is to spend our life primarily searching 

for the kingdom of God.�

This month through your gifts, the St. Vincent de Paul 

Society was able to assist families 

providing food, and help with utility and 

rent bills, etc. Thank You!�

PANTRY NEEDS: Canned fruit, 

canned meats, ravioli, baked beans, 

rice mixes, muffin mixes, jelly, jam, 

soups.  THANKS!�

 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PARISH   ~   734-241-8645 

Jesus Christ, The Eternal High Priest 

  

Fr. Philip Ching, Pastor   x12   frphilsma@gmail.com 

Susan Lyke, Pastoral Associate   x35   slyke4@yahoo.com 

Dr. Ray McLellan, Music Director   x39 

Mary Quick, Faith Formation   734-241-6097 

 

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools (MCES)  

Mr. Kyle Kubik, Executive Principal 

www.mcesmonroe.com  ~  734-241-6335 

 

ST. MICHAEL CAMPUS       ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY 

           734-241-3923  734-241-1411  

 

SMCC HIGH SCHOOL          ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

          734-241-7622  734-241-8645 x42 

  

Bulletin email:  bulletin_staff@yahoo.com 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP �

What Is God Asking of You?�

What are you willing to give for the sake of the      

kingdom of God? Often, we begin a discussion like 

this with a story or a few leading thoughts. However, if 

we are to be serious about who we claim to be as 

Christians, there should be no beating around the 

bush. The question is not only important for each of us 

and our relationship with our God, but it should be   

important for the relationship each of us has with the 

entire Body of Christ. Like any good team or family, I 

need you to have my back, and I need to have yours. 

If one of us is going to lay it on the line and be all in for 

our faith, then we all need to be as well.�

If only all the Christians of the world felt the same way. 

In some parts of the world, Christians are still being 

martyred for their faith. Others must worship           

underground and avoid the government�led police. 

Then there are those who seem to take faith for    

granted, and because little is asked by their friends or 

parish, they give nothing. It is quite a contrast of      

situations. �

On this day, it may seem like little is being asked of 

you and I by God. Is that because we aren’t being 

asked or because we aren’t listening? If you are  

counting on me and I am on you, we should figure this 

out sooner than later. Of course, I suspect we actually 

do know the answer, don’t we?�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

©LPi�
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 2800 N. Telegraph Rd.
 Monroe, MI 48162
 734-243-6000

Selling, servicing and supporting our community for over 30 years
www.friendlyfordmonroe.com

A Family Tradition Since 1864
 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2345 South Custer Road • Monroe • 241-9300
www.ruppfuneralhomeinc.com

 SCHAFER
 AGENCY INC.
 Insurance & Financial Services

Carleton, MI 48117 • 734-654-6269
5955 E. Dunbar Rd. • Monroe, MI 48161

734-242-5100 | www.schaferagency.com

Auto Body
Plant

Complete Collision Service
1408 Custer Drive

242-3818
Monroe, Michigan 48162

“Buckle up for safety!

Monroe Family Dentistry
Dr. Jeremy Dull, D.D.S., P.C.
Dr. Bradley Zemke, D.M.D.

876 Stewart Rd., Suite D
Monroe, MI 48162
(734) 241-6550

YINGER PHARMACY YINGER PHARMACY SHOPPESHOPPE
 Jim Yinger, RPH • Eric Nagel, RPH
 Holly Mills, RPH • Melissa Massengill, RPH

 1704 S. Custer    1036 N. Monroe
 (734) 243-5451   (734) 384-7044

Hours:
M-F 9-6 
Sat 9-2

F.G. ANGELO & SONSF.G. ANGELO & SONS
Concrete Contractors

612 Kaye Lani • Monroe, MI 48161
www.fgangeloandsons.com

734-241-4735  734-241-4735  Family Owned Since 1956

SECURE SELF STORAGE 2
6231 North Monroe St.

Monroe, MI 48162
734-244-4094

Gary E. Nowitzke, EA, CTS
11 Scott St., Monroe, MI

734-457-3700
Investments • Income Tax Preparation • College Education Plans

 IRA’s • Annuities • Rollover IRA’s • Health • Life
Offering Securities Through Sigma Financial Corp., Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Lotus Financial Services is independent of Sigma Financial Corporation.

 G.B. Construction
 Roofing & Siding

Free Estimates  / Lic & Ins.
Call Greg  734-242-9201

Parish Member

734-241-8898
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

SALES, SERVICE, GARAGE DOORS, OPENERS 
"Your local garage door professionals" 
704 S. Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161 

734-242-2131 www.laroydoor.com
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm, 24 hour answered phone 

Full Service Auto Repair
 (734) 243-2188
 425 N. Dixie Hwy • Monroe

PAUL’S
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE, l.l.c.

#1 Listing & Selling Company in Monroe 
County For the 22nd Consecutive Year!*

HAYNES REAL ESTATE, INC. 
 734-242-8484

www.HaynesHomes.com
15489 South Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

734.240.9697 | 610 W. Elm Ave. | Monroe, MI

IHM Senior Living Community
• short-term rehab • skilled nursing
• post-hospital stay

MESSINA
CONCRETE

READY MIXED CONCRETE
AGGREGATE HAULING
CONCRETE PUMPING

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
MONROE: 734.241.8380 
FLAT ROCK: 734.783.1020
www.messinaconcrete.com

33 E Front St 734-242-9393
Monroe 

www.HassettTitle.com

Patricia A. Vajcner
Monroe Legal Center

Office Space Available
204 South Macomb

734-552-2137

Wm. A. Bacarella, Owner/Manger

Justin D. Miller, CFSP, CCO

Jeffery C. Rupp, Funeral Director

734-241-4600
1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI
www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Celebrate the life       Cherish the memories.

• Allen Park
• Trenton
• Rockwood
• Monroe

(734) 671-5400

martenson.com

finishersunlimited.com

Endless Possibilities to Enhance Your Home
Doors • Cabinets • Hardware • Countertops & Backsplash
Molding & Millwork • Flooring: Hardwood, Carpet, Area 

Rugs • Ceramic & Stone Tile
Laminate and LVT Vinyl • Wood & Iron Stair Parts

Delivery, Installation and Financing Available
757 Telegraph Rd, Monroe • 734-243-3502

16115 West Rd, Woodhaven • 734-403-4748


