
NOVEMBER 29, 2020      •      FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT�

CATHOLIC CHURCH �

ST. MICHAEL 

THE ARCHANGEL 

Consecrated to the�

Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary�

Happy New Liturgical Year�

Today we begin the season of Advent, a season of 

grace that invites us to examine the way we live our 

lives and to prepare ourselves to receive the Messiah. 

Advent is about letting Jesus come to us. We do the 

letting and Jesus does the coming. He is going to be 

born in the poverty of our situations that we may be 

reborn in His forgiving love. The readings of Advent 

open up a whole series of promises and contain 

powerful images that remind us of God’s unconditional 

love. As we begin to reflect on the history of God 

becoming man and dwelling with us, let us pray that 

during this advent season we may be strengthened in 

our faith, hope and charity.�

During these days of Advent don’t be afraid to take 

some time for your own self: pray, read and confess.�

�

Feast of the Immaculate Conception:�

The feast will be celebrated on Tuesday, December 8

th

 

and it is a holy day of obligation. There will be a vigil 

Mass on Monday evening at 7 pm. On the feast day, 

Mass will be at 8:15 am. Our Country claims this feast 

of Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

as our national patron, so we shall pray that our nation 

may be true to the example of service Our Lady 

demonstrates in the gospels. The dogma of Our 

Lady’s Immaculate Conception was proclaimed in 

1854 by His Holiness Pius IX in a document call 

Ineffabilis Deus. His holiness wrote: we declare, 

pronounce and define that the doctrine which holds 

that the most Blessed Virgin Mary, at the first instance 

of her conception, was preserved immune from all 

stain of sin, by a singular grace and privilege of the 

Omnipotent God, in the view of the merits of Jesus 

Christ, the Savior of the human race, was revealed by 

God and must be firmly and constantly believed by all 

the faithful.�

�

New Director of Religious Education�

I, along with Fr. David, have hired a new DRE for our 

parishes. It has been a challenging task to run the 

Religious Education after Mrs. Mary Quick retired. 

Thanks be to Deacon Zaid who generously accepted 

this responsibility of running the Religious education in 

these uncertain times. Finally, we are able to hire a 

talented and faith�filled woman as the Director of 

Religious Education. Let me introduce her to you in 

her own words:�

“My name is Leslee Smith. My husband Daniel and I 

have recently moved back from Florida to our home 

state. We have a nine�year�old dog Tucker, who is like 

a child to us. We enjoy serving the Lord and the 

fellowship that we’ve gained through Christ.�

I’m incredibly excited and blessed to serve as Director 

of Religious Education. I have spent the last five years 

serving in various ministry roles including, Director of 

Religious Education, Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd, Youth Ministry, and Family Faith Formation. 

I love leading our youth to our Father through our 

great faith. That has been one of the greatest 

blessings God has given me. I look forward to 

spending the next few months getting to know your 

families. As we journey forward with our existing 

programs, I will be exploring more faith opportunities 

and outreaches for students of all ages. I ask for your 

continued prayers and grace as we continue to 

navigate these new challenging times.”�

Have a blessed season of Advent!�

Stay safe�

Fr. Kishore Babu Battu SAC�



First Sunday of Advent�

Each year, this season of Advent comes around. We 

bless one candle each week in Advent. Let us ask 

God to bless our family on this First Sunday of 

Advent:�

�

God of new beginnings,�

today we begin a new year in our church�

with the image of a wreath.�

We ask you to bless our family.�

Help us to see our family life as a wreath,�

without a beginning and without an end.�

�

As we light this one candle,�

we recall how you have changed our family�

since we last gathered around the Advent wreath.�

�

Help us to be for others�

what this family has been to us��

a helper in times of need�

and a source of abundant blessings�

to share with others.�

�

We ask this through Christ,�

who is the Alpha and Omega.�

Amen.�

�

�
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Our Giving Tree is now up in church! Please consider 

helping those who are in need in one of these ways:�

1.� Take an ornament from the Giving Tree. Place the 

ornament with your purchased gift card when you 

return it to church.�

2.� 2. If you wish to make a help but are not able to 

shop, please put the ornament and your donation 

in an envelope marked “Giving Tree.” Place it in the 

offertory basket or drop it off to the parish office. 

We will do the shopping for you!�

3.� 3. You can also put a monetary donation in an 

envelope marked “Giving Tree” and put it in the 

offertory basket. We will use the money to fill 

requests for ornaments left on the tree or for gifts 

not received.�

Gifts are due back by Sunday, December 13

th

.�

Thank you for your support.�

2020 CSA TARGET = MET�

177 families have pledged�

(212 families pledged for CSA 2019) �

�

Thanks to those who have responded to the 2020 

CSA! Although we have met our target, we are still 

behind our projected budget amount. All future       

donations will be returned to St Michael. If you are not 

one of the families that have already pledged, please 

consider a gift in ANY amount!�

�

Online giving is EASY! Make your CSA pledge and 

set up automated payments on behalf of St Michael at 

sma.aodcsa.org. �

�

Call the office for more information: 734�241�8645.�

Thank you!�



You are at the eye doctor and it’s time for the 

peripheral vision test. You know the one. It’s where you 

put your head up to a contraption and have to click a 

switch every time you see a squiggly line. If you don’t 

concentrate and maintain optimal focus, you will miss 

them and skew the outcome of the test. You can easily 

find yourself with a diagnosis that really isn’t accurate! 

Concentration and focus are key to succeeding with 

this evaluation. They are also key to developing a 

healthy, vibrant spiritual life. If we do not bring our full 

consciousness to the task, concentrate with all our 

might, be watchful and vigilant, we are not going to see 

God’s loving presence flashing before our eyes! �

That’s why we need Advent. Let’s face it. We can 

easily get distracted, focus on nonessential and 

superficial things and lose touch with what really 

matters. Our attentions wander. We daydream and 

even become a bit overwhelmed and tired. All of the 

stresses and demands of life consume us and we find 

ourselves constantly trying to play catch up rather than 

relishing the moment of the now. “Now” moments are 

so fleeting. They flash before us like those squiggly 

lines on a screen. Present moments go as quickly as 

they come but it is important to discover them and rest 

in them as often as we can. Though gone in a flash, 

these now moments of encounter with God teach 

powerful lessons and offer a grounding in truth that can 

be found nowhere else. It’s the grace of Advent to 

become watchful and attentive because we are never 

sure when God will surprise us.�

God loves surprises and love thrives on them! God’s 

now moments of surprises come as tender instants of 

intimate connection where I find profound peace, 

experience joy, and rest in love. These are Advent 

times reflective of the now moments when Christ first 

was born, when God surprises us during every time we 

care to watch and when the great surprise of Christ’s 

second coming dawns upon us all. But, to discover the 

grandeur and experience the awe of these now times, 

we have to be ready. We have to want to be there. We 

have to believe. And, we have to have the desire to 

soak in as much as we can in the time we have before 

us.�
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Today’s Scripture passages express the Advent 

topics of hope, vigilance, and repentance. From the 

Book of Isaiah, the prophet expresses his desire for his 

people (the ancient Israelites who have returned from 

Babylonian exile) to atone for their sinful ways and turn 

their hearts back to the Lord. For God has done great 

deeds for them. In St. Mark’s Gospel, the evangelist 

quotes Jesus’ warning to His disciples,�Be watchful! Be 

alert! You do not know when the time will come.�Here 

our Lord and Savior is referring to when He will return 

at the end of time. St. Paul reminds the Corinthians, 

and us, that our fellowship in the Lord fortifies us with 

many spiritual gifts � a timely reminder as we start this 

Advent season.�

May we, as faith�filled stewards, put our hope and trust 

in the Lord, recognize our sins, and seek with contrite 

hearts, Jesus’ mercy and forgiveness. Advent is an 

excellent time to confess our sins by taking part in the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation. �

GOSPEL MEDITATION �

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF 

SCRIPTURE�

St. Joseph Cemetery �

Remembrance Tree Lighting & Ornament Making��

Monday, November 30 from 5 � 7 pm��

Music, prayer & remembrance. All supplies are         

provided. You may bring a photo if you wish.�Located 

in the Chapel of Light. Please RSVP to 734�241�1411.�

�

Fall Clean Up�

December 1�15�

All decor will be removed during this clean up. Please 

remove all items that you wish to save by Dec. 1.�

Winter & Christmas decor may be placed the week of 

Thanksgiving. Call 734�241�1411 with questions.�

�

909 N. Monroe St.,�Monroe, MI�



Behold Thy Mother:��

Getting to Know the Blessed Virgin Mary�

Why did God choose Mary to be the one through whom 

Jesus would come? How can she help us be better 

missionary disciples of Jesus? Prepare yourself for 

Christmas with a free interactive online study hosted by 

Sacred Heart Major Seminary: Behold Thy Mother: 

Getting to Know the Blessed Virgin Mary. Dr. Robert 

Fastiggi, a renowned Mariologist, will offer reflections 

on the beautiful teachings of our Catholic faith about 

our Blessed Mother. Each week a different member of 

the Sacred Heart faculty will also introduce us to one of 

Mary’s apparitions (Lourdes, Fatima, Guadalupe, and 

Kibeho).��

Come and join us this Advent as we get to know better 

the Blessed Virgin Mary! The course starts November 

29, but you can access the course now. Learn more 

and register for this wonderful opportunity at 

shms.edu/mary.�

�

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED�

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  

When we say the Penitential Act at 

Mass, why do we strike our chest 

three times? 

Our rituals and liturgical celebrations 

are filled with a variety of symbols, 

some of which also relate to our 

gestures and physical postures (e.g. kneeling, sitting, 

processing, making the Sign of the Cross). The custom of 

striking our breast three times during the “I Confess” of the 

Penitential Act of the Mass is one of those gestures that is 

loaded with symbolism.  

The tradition of Christian’s striking the breast (above the 

heart) is rooted in the image of Sacred Scripture, especially 

texts like Psalm 51 which speak of a “humbled contrite 

heart” or how God heals broken hearts, binding up our 

wounds (see Psalm 147:3). Early Christian writers like 

Saint Augustine of Hippo and Saint Jerome also refer to 

this custom in their writings.  

Ultimately, this practice is an expression of our sorrow for 

those times when we have been guilty of faults and a sign 

that we are willing to take responsibility for our sins and 

failings. That we all perform this gesture together is also an 

act of solidarity, recognizing that none of us, regardless of 

where we are on our journey of faith, is without fault and 

the need for grace and forgiveness. 

©LPi 



#GiveMCES�

Tuesday, December 1

st

 is National Giving Tuesday. GivingTuesday is a global generosity 

movement, unleashing the power of people and organizations to transform their communities and 

the world.�

�

GivingTuesday was created in 2012 as a simple idea: a day that encourages people to do good. 

Over the past nine years, this idea has grown into a global movement that inspires hundreds of 

millions of people to give, collaborate, and celebrate generosity.�

�

At a time when we are all experiencing the pandemic, generosity is what brings people of all races, 

faiths, and political views together across the globe. Generosity gives everyone the power to make a 

positive change in the lives of others and is a fundamental value anyone can act on.�

�

On Tuesday, December 1

st

� if you are able� we ask that you consider a monetary donation to MCES. 

ANY donation, whether it’s $5 or $500, will help us fulfill our mission and help us in forming 

Saints + Scholars! We know that the pandemic has created challenges, and if you cannot give, we 

just ask that you say an extra prayer for MCES!�

�

How to Give:�

�

Online: Visit one.bidpal.net/givemces to give online anytime during the 24 hours!�

�

By Phone: 734�241�3377 between 8 am � 3 pm�

�

In Person: Stop by St. Mary Campus between 8 am � 3 pm; 151 N Monroe St; 48162�

Our Mission: Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools is a Christ-centered, Catholic learning community committed to the 

academic excellence and spiritual development of every student.                                                       www.mcesmonroe.com�

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools 

www.mcesmonroe.com  734�241�6335�



 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 

   St. Andrew, Apostle  

Mass, Devotions  8:15 am - church  

Boy Scout Meeting  7:30 pm - gym 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 

Worship/Christian Serv Comm Mtg  6 pm - Archangel 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 

   St. Francis Xavier, Priest  

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 

Mass  8:15 am - church 

Baptism prep class  6 pm - Zoom 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5 

Confessions  3:30 pm - church 

Mass  5 pm - church  

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 

   2

nd

 Sunday of Advent 

Mass  8:30 am - church 

Mass  10:30 am - church 

Baptism  noon - church  

LITURGY SCHEDULE   NOVEMBER 30 - DECEMBER 6 

DAY & TIME INTENTIONS 

Monday        8:15 am �   Margaret Tierney 

      Intentions of Fr Phil Ching 

Friday           8:15 am         �   Rose & Henry Hurley 

�   Fr Stephen Rooney 

      Vocations 

Saturday      3:30 pm 

                      5:00 pm 

Confessions 

 

�   Ralph & Phyllis Smock 

�   Frances & Pasquale Rossi 

Sunday         8:00 am 

10:30 am 

�   The People of St  Michael 

�   JD Furnari 

�   Angela Grippi 

THIS WEEK ~ NOVEMBER 30-DECEMBER 6 

Readings for the Week of November 29, 2020 

Sunday:  Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/1 

Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37 

Monday: Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22 

Tuesday: Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a [26a]/Mt 7:21, 

24-27 

Friday: Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 30:18d]/Mt 

9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/2 Pt 3:8-

14/Mk 1:1-8 

©Liturgical Publications Inc  

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  

Major Matthew Aubry 

Brett Bennett 

Tracy (Scobel) Bennett 

Pvt. Adrien Boudreault 

Major Zachery Briscoe 

CWO3 Ricky Brown 

Cpt. Kyle Burkardt, DDS 

Cpt. Patrick Burkardt, DDS 

1

st  

Sgt. Robert C. Cebina 

LCPL Chase E. Collingsworth 

Spc. Skylar Cooper 

SMS. Wayne Fetty 

Cpl. Jacob Luthy 

Sgt. Michael Makela 

Staff Sgt. Angelo Marino 

Staff Sgt. Emily Marino 

Airman 2 Drew McLaughlin 

Sgt. William McGowan 

S. Sgt. Jill (Hoffman) Miles 

Major Tim Payment  

Alan Scobel 

Major Marcus Sitterly 

Gregory Smith 

M/Sgt. Marian Olmsted Smith 

Spc. Travis Weber 

Cpt. Brian Worley, USMC 

LCPL Justin Zukowski 

Pray for: 

 

 

 

Rebecca Alexander 

Theresa Balk 

Javier Barrios 

James Barron 

Monica Beeson 

Carolyn Bellino 

Florence Bialy 

Lynda Billock 

Philip Bloom 

Addie Bressler 

AJ Bressler 

Marlene Campbell 

Thomas Carpenter 

Kathy DeFigueiredo 

Bill Dempsey 

Craig Dominiak 

 

Jeffrey Eagle 

Veronica 

          Greenawalt 

Marion Hass 

Kate Herr-Maletich 

Tricia Hummel 

Rose Kavanagh 

Edna Kinsey 

Lois Knegendorf 

Alice LaPrad 

Donna Leask 

Madeline Lemerand 

Dorothy Louwsma 

Stella Mannausa 

Diane Mennell 

Albina Motyka 

June Neph 

Pat Orr 

Kenny Pardo 

Leigh Ann Parrack 

Donna Perez 

Zayden Perry 

Mary Ray 

Baby Parker Reau 

Mary Ann Soleau 

Betty Steffes 

Wilbur Stotz 

Janelle Thursrud 

Donna Torres  

Bob Vajcner 

Alex Vanisacker 

Alice Villarreal 

Linda Wallace 

Arlene Walsh 

Cody Wood 

Gordon Yerke 

Mary Zubkoff 

�



NOVEMBER TOP HAT: $825�

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

GENEROSITY!�

�

First Sunday of Advent:�

As we begin Advent we are called to “Be watchful! Be 

alert” as we stand in joyful anticipation for the grace of 

Christmas to once again bless our lives.�

Your gift to the St. Vincent de Paul Society will help 

the poor to celebrate the grace of God’s love this 

Christmas.�

�

PANTRY NEEDS: Canned peaches, 

pears, mixed fruit, tuna, chicken, 

ravioli, beef stew, soup, crackers, 

gravy, corn and sweet muffin mixes.�

Thank you for all your donations! �

 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PARISH   ~   734-241-8645 

Jesus Christ, The Eternal High Priest 

  

Fr. Kishore Battu   x12   frkishore@stmichaelmonroe.com 

DeeDee Perkins, Office Manager  x14 

Dr. Ray McLellan, Music Director   x39 

 

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools (MCES)  

Mr. Kyle Kubik, Executive Principal 

www.mcesmonroe.com  ~  734-241-6335 

 

ST. MICHAEL CAMPUS       ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY 

           734-241-3923  734-241-1411  

 

SMCC HIGH SCHOOL          ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

          734-241-7622  734-241-8645 x42 

  

Bulletin email:  bulletin_staff@yahoo.com 

The Monroe Council would like 

announce AND thank everyone 

who helped to make the 2020 

Coats for Kids drive a huge  

success! Ba ling through this 

pandemic year our Brother 

Knights rolled up their sleeves and 

worked persistently, determined 

to con#nue this much needed 

program for needy children of 

Monroe. With all dona#ons totaled, we can actually 

announce that we will be purchasing more coats 

than last season!�

The Monroe Council joined this K of C na#onal 

program in 2009. Each year, as more Knights have 

joined in the drive, dona#ons have increased and 

the total number of coats 

purchased has steadily mul#plied. 

In our first year 15 cases of coats 

were purchased. Now in our 11

th

 

year, we will be providing 26 cases 

of coats. That means 312 children 

will have safe winter coats this year!�

Money raised to purchase these coats came from 

member dona#ons, local businesses, and a Dance 

Class that was u#lized as a fundraiser.  �

All money raised in our program stays in Monroe 

County!  100% of the money raised goes to purchase 

new coats. The coats were distributed to the public 

on November 21

st

. �

Monroe Council # 1266�

Knights of Columbus�

Knights of Columbus is the world’s largest 

Catholic Fraternal Service Organization with 

Charity as the foremost Principle.  

Visit www.kofcmonroe1266.com to learn more!  
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 2800 N. Telegraph Rd.
 Monroe, MI 48162
 734-243-6000

Selling, servicing and supporting our community for over 30 years
www.friendlyfordmonroe.com

A Family Tradition Since 1864
 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2345 South Custer Road • Monroe • 241-9300
www.ruppfuneralhomeinc.com

 SCHAFER
 AGENCY INC.
 Insurance & Financial Services

Carleton, MI 48117 • 734-654-6269
5955 E. Dunbar Rd. • Monroe, MI 48161

734-242-5100 | www.schaferagency.com

Auto Body
Plant

Complete Collision Service
1408 Custer Drive

242-3818
Monroe, Michigan 48162

“Buckle up for safety!

Monroe Family Dentistry
Dr. Jeremy Dull, D.D.S., P.C.
Dr. Bradley Zemke, D.M.D.

876 Stewart Rd., Suite D
Monroe, MI 48162
(734) 241-6550

YINGER PHARMACY YINGER PHARMACY SHOPPESHOPPE
 Jim Yinger, RPH • Eric Nagel, RPH
 Holly Mills, RPH • Melissa Massengill, RPH

 1704 S. Custer    1036 N. Monroe
 (734) 243-5451   (734) 384-7044

Hours:
M-F 9-6 
Sat 9-2

F.G. ANGELO & SONSF.G. ANGELO & SONS
Concrete Contractors

612 Kaye Lani • Monroe, MI 48161
www.fgangeloandsons.com

734-241-4735  734-241-4735  Family Owned Since 1956

SECURE SELF STORAGE 2
6231 North Monroe St.

Monroe, MI 48162
734-244-4094

Gary E. Nowitzke, EA, CTS
11 Scott St., Monroe, MI
734-457-3700

Investments • Income Tax Preparation • College Education Plans
 IRA’s • Annuities • Rollover IRA’s • Health • Life

Offering Securities Through Sigma Financial Corp., Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Lotus Financial Services is independent of Sigma Financial Corporation.

 G.B. Construction
 Roofing & Siding

Free Estimates  / Lic & Ins.
Call Greg  734-242-9201

Parish Member

734-241-8898
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

SALES, SERVICE, GARAGE DOORS, OPENERS 
"Your local garage door professionals" 
704 S. Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161 

734-242-2131 www.laroydoor.com
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm, 24 hour answered phone 

#1 Listing & Selling Company in Monroe 
County For the 22nd Consecutive Year!*

HAYNES REAL ESTATE, INC. 
 734-242-8484

www.HaynesHomes.com
15489 South Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

734.240.9697 | 610 W. Elm Ave. | Monroe, MI

IHM Senior Living Community
• short-term rehab • skilled nursing
• post-hospital stay

MESSINA
CONCRETE

READY MIXED CONCRETE
AGGREGATE HAULING
CONCRETE PUMPING

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
MONROE: 734.241.8380 
FLAT ROCK: 734.783.1020
www.messinaconcrete.com

33 E Front St 734-242-9393
Monroe 

www.HassettTitle.com

Wm. A. Bacarella, Owner/Manger

Justin D. Miller, CFSP, CCO

Jeffery C. Rupp, Funeral Director

Deanna M. Maurice, Funeral Director

734-241-4600
1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI

www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Celebrate the life       Cherish the memories.

• Allen Park
• Trenton
• Rockwood
• Monroe

(734) 671-5400

martenson.com

finishersunlimited.com

Endless Possibilities to Enhance Your Home
Doors • Cabinets • Hardware • Countertops & Backsplash
Molding & Millwork • Flooring: Hardwood, Carpet, Area 

Rugs • Ceramic & Stone Tile
Laminate and LVT Vinyl • Wood & Iron Stair Parts

Delivery, Installation and Financing Available
757 Telegraph Rd, Monroe • 734-243-3502

16115 West Rd, Woodhaven • 734-403-4748

THIS SPACE IS


