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Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary�

LIVE THE LITURGY�

Even the slightest flicker of a light helps to properly 

orient us when we find ourselves in total darkness. 

Being in darkness can be unsettling and even a bit 

unnerving. We lose our focus and struggle to find our 

bearings and achieve balance. On life’s journey we 

may think we are walking in the light but are really 

lingering in darkness. We do not see the full picture, 

either because we are distracted, disinterested, or 

even apprehensive. Sometimes, we even choose to 

close our eyes when the light is readily available to 

illuminate our path. Do we really desire to know the 

truth of who we are? In Jesus Christ, a light has been 

given to those who dwell in darkness. God’s 

revelation gives us the light to see where we come 

from, who we are and where we are going. It also 

tells us that this Good News is not meant for just a 

privileged few but is intended to go out to all the 

world. Is this something we want to see?�
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� JANUARY 3, 2021      •      EPIPHANY OF THE LORD�



SUNDAY'S READINGS�

First Reading:�

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come,   

the glory of the Lord shines upon you. (Is 60:1)�

Psalm:�

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.  (Ps 72)�

Second Reading:�

It was not made known to people in other generations   

as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs, 

members of the same body, and copartners in the 

promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Eph 2:5�6)�

Gospel:�

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on 

entering the house they saw the child with Mary his 

mother. They prostrated themselves and did him 

homage. (Mt 2:10�11)�

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.�
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GOSPEL MEDITATION�

“Where is that thing?” mumbled Bob as he searched 

frantically on his dimly lit desk for the current electric 

bill. “I know I put it right on top of these papers this 

morning!” Growing in frustration and bordering on 

anger, he flies stuff around, moves books and opines 

why simple tasks need to be so hard. Enter his wife, 

who calmly says, “Maybe it would help if you put the 

light on, dear.” The desk light goes on and lo and 

behold, there is the electric bill right where Bob left it 

earlier. All it took was a little light!�

We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either we 

are distracted, determined, disinterested, preoccupied, 

stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the above. Or 

perhaps, we fail to do the obvious. We would rather live 

our lives with the dimmest of lights or even in total 

darkness. Why are we afraid to do something so that 

we can actually see? It might help us to find quicker 

and better answers to problems, the meaning of life, 

relationships, happiness, and what is ultimate truth. 

Yet, we stumble along, moving things from one side to 

the other, getting angry, feeling cheated, being 

unsettled, resigning ourselves to the agony of defeat 

once again.�

“And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising 

preceded them, until it came and stopped over the 

place where the child was.” The light has come into the 

world in the person of Jesus Christ! We no longer have 

to fumble in the darkness. We have been gifted with 

the illumination we need to see our way through things 

and find what we really are looking for. All these years 

later, however, so many are still reluctant to accept 

him. Perhaps they are unconvinced, disinterested, 

preoccupied, stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the 

above. Everyone has their own reason for not wanting 

to turn on the switch.�

But there are so many answers to so many of our 

problems in this humble Child of Nazareth. A simple 

birth teaches us about God’s tender wedded 

relationship with humanity. It speaks to the expanse of 

God’s salvation across the globe, and the incarnate 

Divine wonders and blessings that are a part of our life 

moment to moment. It calls us to understand the 

design of world order God intended as found in the 

Beatitudes, the sacredness of every human life and all 

of creation and the meaning of things we struggle with 

most, like suffering and death. We have a lot of Good 

News to share, not just with a privileged few but with all 

the world. All races and creeds can receive God’s 

healing word. God continues to manifest himself even 

now! Use the light to find what you are really looking 

for!�
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP�

Wise Men See God in the Simple Things�

If you’re on social media, you have probably seen a 

meme going around that features this quote: “God has 

a plan for your life. The enemy has a plan for your life. 

Be ready for both. Just be wise enough to know which 

one to battle and which one to embrace.”�

There were certainly two competing plans for the Magi: 

God’s and Herod’s. And, wise as they supposedly 

were, it wasn’t entirely easy for the Magi to discern 

which was which. �

After all, Herod posed as a friend. He offered the Magi 

hospitality and kindness. Though the Gospel doesn’t 

say so, he probably flattered them and appealed to 

every moral weakness he could observe in them. In his 

palace, they must have felt great physical comfort � 

rest and tables of plenty on what was an otherwise 

long and treacherous journey. �

But if the Magi were honest with themselves, I’ll bet 

they would have admitted that, regardless of Herod’s 

charm, they felt a gnawing sense of doubt while in his 

presence. When they looked upon the Christ Child, 

born in a stable without any of the comforts of the world 

or protections of wealth, they probably felt the opposite. 

They probably felt safe. �

The Magi were lucky enough to have the right plan 

spelled out for them in a dream, but for the rest of us, 

it’s enough to remember this: God’s plan is often the 

one that leads us to places of great simplicity, great 

humility and great love. Let’s have the wisdom to view 

power with suspicion, and innocence with admiration.�

 � Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?  

What is the difference between a 

chastisement and a punishment?   

 

The distinction between 

chastisement and punishment is, in 

many ways, a subtle one, but which is still relevant in 

our Catholic tradition.  

First, chastisement is a concept that is grounded in 

Sacred Scripture. Here, we see chastisement as a 

response by God to people’s actions that is intended to 

teach a lesson. As St. John Paul II observed, 

“chastisement appears to be … a kind of divine 

pedagogy, in which the last word is reserved to mercy: 

He scourges and then shows mercy, casts down to the 

depths of the nether world, and he brings up from the 

great abyss” (Tobit 13:2). The idea here is that in order 

to capture our attention or to highlight how we have not 

lived out our covenant-relationship with God as we 

should, there are times when God uses events in life to 

draw us back to the quality of relationship or faith that 

we should have.  

The concept of punishment, however, has a different 

sense. The Catechism of the Church observes that 

punishment is the consequence of a damaging action 

that “has the primary aim of redressing the disorder” 

and to protect the community and the common good 

from further damage or harm (see no. 2266). Although 

we always hope that someone who is being punished 

for a crime or some other harmful action will learn from 

their actions, punishment isn’t necessarily intended to 

teach a lesson in the same way that a chastisement is.  

Ultimately, how we make the distinction between 

chastisement and punishment is a matter of 

discernment. As with almost everything in life, our 

experiences can be an opportunity for grace — or for 

something less — depending on how open we are to 

recognizing the movement of God’s Spirit within them.  
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CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED�

 

 

 

 

 

In your charity, please pray for the      

repose of the soul of Brenda A. Rush, 61, 

daughter of Haroldean Schmitz; mother of 

Jason Rush and Jeffrey (Brynn) Rush; 

grandmother of two; and sister of Gregory 

Navarre, and Diane (James) LaLonde.  

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord. And let perpetual light 

shine upon her. May she rest in peace. Amen. 

St. Francis de Sales School�

2020�21 First Quarter Honors�

Nicholas Michael Goins received second honors. 

Congratulations, Nicholas!�



�



Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools�

www.mcesmonroe.com  734�241�6335�

�

Announcing the 2021 MCES Auction:�

Last spring, in the depths of the COVID�19 Pandemic lockdown, we launched our first�ever online 

auction and it was a resounding success! This success would not have been possible without the 

support of our parents and benefactors. Thank you!�

This year, realizing the impact of the pandemic on our community, our theme is A Showcase of 

Monroe. �

This theme is meant to highlight and support the many small and local businesses that have 

supported MCES throughout our history and the 174�year history of Catholic education in Monroe. �

We hope you will join us, either in person or virtually...depending on the COVID�19 situation...on 

March 20, 2021! We are planning for all possibilities!�

Now Collecting Donations, Program Ads & Sponsorships!�

Visit: one.bidpal.net/mces21/ to donate online!�

Questions about our Auction or would like to donate? Contact Michelle Leicht, Development 

Specialist at 734�241�3377 or development@monroecatholicschools.com.�

Our Mission: Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools is a Christ-centered, Catholic learning community committed to the 

academic excellence and spiritual development of every student.                                                       www.mcesmonroe.com�



 

MONDAY, JANUARY 4 

   St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious  

Mass  8:15 am - church 

 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5 

   St. John Neumann, Bishop 

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 

   St. André Bessette, Religious  

 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7 

   St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest   

 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 

Mass  8:15 am - church  

 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 9  

Confessions  3:30 pm - church 

Mass  5 pm - church  

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 

   The Baptism of the Lord    

Mass  8:00 am - church 

Mass  10:30 am - church  

LITURGY SCHEDULE       JANUARY 4 - 10 

DAY & TIME INTENTIONS 

Monday        8:15 am        Intentions of Fr. Phil Ching 

�   Sherry Sweat 

Friday           8:15 am         �   Mary Ann Mead 

�   Ed and Gregory Kinsey 

Saturday      3:30 pm 

                      5:00 pm 

Confessions 

 

�   Thomas Bilan 

�   Emil & Josephine Banek 

Sunday         8:00 am 

 

10:30 am 

�   James & Kathleen Kansier 

�   Michelle Rinna 

�   The People of St Michael 

THIS WEEK      JANUARY 4 - 10 

Readings for the Week of  January 3, 2021 

Sunday:  Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 

5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

Monday: 1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 

Tuesday: 1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:34-44 

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/Mk 6:45-52 

Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17 [cf. 11]/Lk 

4:14-22a 

Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/Lk 5:12-16 

Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b [cf. 4a]/Jn 

3:22-30 

Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34

-38/Mk 1:7-11 or Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 

1:7-11 

©Liturgical Publications Inc  

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  

Major Matthew Aubry 

Brett Bennett 

Tracy (Scobel) Bennett 

Pvt. Adrien Boudreault 

Major Zachery Briscoe 

CWO3 Ricky Brown 

Cpt. Kyle Burkardt, DDS 

Cpt. Patrick Burkardt, DDS 

1

st  

Sgt. Robert C. Cebina 

LCPL Chase E. Collingsworth 

Spc. Skylar Cooper 

SMS. Wayne Fetty 

Cpl. Jacob Luthy 

Sgt. Michael Makela 

Staff Sgt. Angelo Marino 

Staff Sgt. Emily Marino 

Airman 2 Drew McLaughlin 

Sgt. William McGowan 

S. Sgt. Jill (Hoffman) Miles 

Major Tim Payment  

Alan Scobel 

Major Marcus Sitterly 

Gregory Smith 

M/Sgt. Marian Olmsted Smith 

Spc. Travis Weber 

Cpt. Brian Worley, USMC 

LCPL Justin Zukowski 

Pray for: 

 

 

 

Rebecca Alexander 

Theresa Balk 

Javier Barrios 

James Barron 

Monica Beeson 

Carolyn Bellino 

Florence Bialy 

Lynda Billock 

Philip Bloom 

Addie Bressler 

AJ Bressler 

Marlene Campbell 

Thomas Carpenter 

Kathy DeFigueiredo 

Bill Dempsey 

Craig Dominiak 

 

Jeffrey Eagle 

Veronica 

          Greenawalt 

Marion Hass 

Kate Herr-Maletich 

Tricia Hummel 

Rose Kavanagh 

Edna Kinsey 

Lois Knegendorf 

Alice LaPrad 

Donna Leask 

Madeline Lemerand 

Dorothy Louwsma 

Stella Mannausa 

Diane Mennell 

Albina Motyka 

June Neph 

Pat Orr 

Kenny Pardo 

Leigh Ann Parrack 

Donna Perez 

Zayden Perry 

Mary Ray 

Baby Parker Reau 

Mary Ann Soleau 

Betty Steffes 

Wilbur Stotz 

Janelle Thursrud 

Donna Torres  

Bob Vajcner 

Alex Vanisacker 

Alice Villarreal 

Linda Wallace 

Arlene Walsh 

Cody Wood 

Gordon Yerke 

Mary Zubkoff 



�

January 3 � Epiphany of the Lord:�

Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, where 

the Magi find the newborn king and 

offer him gifts of gold, frankincense 

and myrrh.�

In the spirit of the Magi, please give to 

the St. Vincent de Paul so that 

comfort and peace can once again be 

given to a newborn child.�

 �

 ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PARISH   ~   734-241-8645 

Jesus Christ, The Eternal High Priest 

  

Fr. Kishore Battu  x12   frkishore@stmichaelmonroe.com 

DeeDee Perkins, Office Manager  x14 

Dr. Ray McLellan, Music Director  x39  rm@msu.edu 

Mrs. Leslee Smith, Faith Formation Director, 734-241-6097 

 

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools (MCES)  

Mr. Kyle Kubik, Executive Principal   734-241-6335 

 

kubik@monroecatholicschools.com 

 

 

St. Joseph Cemetery  734-241-1411 

SMCC High School  734-241-7622 

St. Vincent de Paul  734-241-8645 x42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bulletin email:  

bulletin_staff@yahoo.com 

PARISH COUNCIL & 

COMMISSION REPS 

Kourtnie Boncher, Faith Formation 

Jean Brose, Worship/Christian 

Zachary Bruck, Chair 

Gary Carter, Leadership 

Ignazio Cuccia, Finance 

Dave VanAcker 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Gary Carter 

Lynn Fedewa 

Kyle Kubik 

Molly Roehrig 

 

 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Traci Calkins 

Ignazio Cuccia 

Jim DuBay 

Tela Geiger 

Dave VanAcker 

Saint André Bessette, Religious�

Saint�André was the eighth child 

born into a large and desperately 

poor family from Quebec, Canada. 

Alfred was his baptismal name. His 

father died in a logging accident 

and his mother of tuberculosis by 

the time he was 12. The many  

children had to be dispersed to 

friends and relatives. Our saint 

then spent the next thirteen years 

doing manual labor, including    

factory and farm work, throughout 

the northeastern United States. 

After he had wandered enough, he wandered back home 

by age 25. His perceptive parish priest noted his generos-

ity of spirit and deep faith. He recommended the young 

man to the Congregation of the Holy Cross in Montreal, 

sending Alfred to them with an almost unbelievably pro-

phetic note stating: “I am sending you a saint.”�

Alfred took the name of this same parish priest, André, 

and after much difficulty was allowed to join the Congre-

gation as a brother. He was given the unremarkable task 

of minding the door of a boys school. He welcomed 

guests, delivered mail, and ran errands. But then some-

thing happened. And happened again. And then still 

again. Sick people who came to visit him were cured by 

his touch and his prayers. Brother André insisted it was 

God and St. Joseph. But thus began a many decades�

long ministry to the sick of Canada who sought out his 

healing touch. The lines of sick people became so long 

that he could no longer do his job at the school door. He 

attended to people all day long. He became famous for all 

the right reasons. He built a modest shrine to St. Joseph 

on a hill. The shrine became very popular and grew until it 

became, and still is today, the most dominant structure in 

all of Montreal. Our saint did not live to see it completed. 

But he lived so long and so well that 1 million people filed 

past his casket when he died. He edified people not by 

his learning but by his healing and by the warm humanity 

that animated it.�

Saint André, you healed the sick and found time to attend 

to all who came to you. You encouraged those who 

sought you to confess their sins and to go to Mass.      

Intercede for all believers so that we see in Jesus our  

divine physician, healer of soul and body.�

https://mycatholic.life/saints/saints�of�the�liturgical�year/january�

6�blessed�andr�bessette�religious�usa�optional�memorial�
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 2800 N. Telegraph Rd.
 Monroe, MI 48162
 734-243-6000

Selling, servicing and supporting our community for over 30 years
www.friendlyfordmonroe.com

A Family Tradition Since 1864
 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2345 South Custer Road • Monroe • 241-9300
www.ruppfuneralhomeinc.com

 SCHAFER
 AGENCY INC.
 Insurance & Financial Services

Carleton, MI 48117 • 734-654-6269
5955 E. Dunbar Rd. • Monroe, MI 48161

734-242-5100 | www.schaferagency.com

Auto Body
Plant

Complete Collision Service
1408 Custer Drive

242-3818
Monroe, Michigan 48162

“Buckle up for safety!

Monroe Family Dentistry
Dr. Jeremy Dull, D.D.S., P.C.
Dr. Bradley Zemke, D.M.D.

876 Stewart Rd., Suite D
Monroe, MI 48162
(734) 241-6550

YINGER PHARMACY YINGER PHARMACY SHOPPESHOPPE
 Jim Yinger, RPH • Eric Nagel, RPH
 Holly Mills, RPH • Melissa Massengill, RPH

 1704 S. Custer    1036 N. Monroe
 (734) 243-5451   (734) 384-7044

Hours:
M-F 9-6 
Sat 9-2

F.G. ANGELO & SONSF.G. ANGELO & SONS
Concrete Contractors

612 Kaye Lani • Monroe, MI 48161
www.fgangeloandsons.com

734-241-4735  734-241-4735  Family Owned Since 1956

SECURE SELF STORAGE 2
6231 North Monroe St.

Monroe, MI 48162
734-244-4094

Gary E. Nowitzke, EA, CTS
11 Scott St., Monroe, MI
734-457-3700

Investments • Income Tax Preparation • College Education Plans
 IRA’s • Annuities • Rollover IRA’s • Health • Life

Offering Securities Through Sigma Financial Corp., Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Lotus Financial Services is independent of Sigma Financial Corporation.

 G.B. Construction
 Roofing & Siding

Free Estimates  / Lic & Ins.
Call Greg  734-242-9201

Parish Member

734-241-8898
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

SALES, SERVICE, GARAGE DOORS, OPENERS 
"Your local garage door professionals" 
704 S. Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161 

734-242-2131 www.laroydoor.com
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm, 24 hour answered phone 

#1 Listing & Selling Company in Monroe 
County For the 22nd Consecutive Year!*

HAYNES REAL ESTATE, INC. 
 734-242-8484

www.HaynesHomes.com
15489 South Telegraph Rd., Monroe, MI 48161

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

734.240.9697 | 610 W. Elm Ave. | Monroe, MI

IHM Senior Living Community
• short-term rehab • skilled nursing
• post-hospital stay

MESSINA
CONCRETE

READY MIXED CONCRETE
AGGREGATE HAULING
CONCRETE PUMPING

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
MONROE: 734.241.8380 
FLAT ROCK: 734.783.1020
www.messinaconcrete.com

33 E Front St 734-242-9393
Monroe 

www.HassettTitle.com

Wm. A. Bacarella, Owner/Manger

Justin D. Miller, CFSP, CCO

Jeffery C. Rupp, Funeral Director

Deanna M. Maurice, Funeral Director

734-241-4600
1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI

www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Celebrate the life       Cherish the memories.

• Allen Park
• Trenton
• Rockwood
• Monroe

(734) 671-5400

martenson.com

finishersunlimited.com

Endless Possibilities to Enhance Your Home
Doors • Cabinets • Hardware • Countertops & Backsplash
Molding & Millwork • Flooring: Hardwood, Carpet, Area 

Rugs • Ceramic & Stone Tile
Laminate and LVT Vinyl • Wood & Iron Stair Parts

Delivery, Installation and Financing Available
757 Telegraph Rd, Monroe • 734-243-3502

16115 West Rd, Woodhaven • 734-403-4748
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