
MAY 2, 2021       •       FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  �

CATHOLIC CHURCH �

ST. MICHAEL 

THE ARCHANGEL 

Consecrated to the�

Pierced Hearts of Jesus and Mary�

MAY:�

THE MONTH OF MARY�

It is a centuries old custom 

of our Catholic faith to 

dedicate the month of May 

to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. The tradition of 

dedicating the month of 

May to Our Lady dates 

back at least 700 years. 

Blessed Pope Paul VI 

wrote an encyclical on the 

month of May, focusing on 

the Virgin Mary. He wrote 

that the piety of the faithful 

has long dedicated the month of May to the Mother of 

God. He stated in his encyclical, Mense Maio: “We are 

delighted and consoled by this pious custom 

associated with the month of May, which pays honor to 

the Blessed Virgin and brings such rich benefits to the 

Christian people. Since Mary is rightly to be regarded 

as the way by which we are led to Christ, the person 

who encounters Mary cannot help but encounter Christ 

likewise.” Liturgically, the month of May is always part 

of the Easter season, the fifty days we celebrate in the 

liturgy the Resurrection of Our Lord, a time also of 

awaiting the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

The celebration of May as a Marian month fits well with 

the liturgical celebrations of Easter and Pentecost as 

we recall Mary’s great joy in her Son’s victory over 

death as well as her presence with the apostles in the 

upper room prayerfully awaiting the descent of the Holy 

Spirit at Pentecost.�

The Vatican has announced a rosary initiative 

dedicating the month of May to prayer for an end to the 

coronavirus pandemic. The Pontifical Council for the 

Promotion of the New Evangelization said April 21

st

 

that “for the deep desire of the Holy Father, the 

month of May will be dedicated to a prayer 

marathon with the theme ‘Prayer to God went up 

incessantly from the whole Church.’” Many 

churches and schools have celebrations of the 

crowning of images of Our Lady. This is a beautiful 

custom that expresses our love for the Mother of God 

as our Queen. Other Marian devotions are particularly 

fitting in the month of May. Of course, the holy rosary is 

always a wonderful prayer to enter more deeply into 

the mysteries of Christ’s life with Mary. It is a Gospel 

prayer.�

I invite you to pray with Mary during this Marian month. 

Kindly try to pray Rosary everyday with your family at 

home. Let us especially commend to her our prayers 

for life, marriage, religious liberty, especially to the end 

of pandemic.�

�

May crowning: As we begin the month of Mary, we 

will crown Our Lady’s statue in our parish Mary grotto 

with flowers immediately after the 10:30 Mass this 

Sunday morning. The devotion will take about ten 

minutes. Plan to stay for those extra couple of minutes 

to honor the Mother of God. May the Blessed Virgin 

Mary the Mother of good health intercede for us to end 

the pandemic!�

�

FIRST FAMILY GATHERING�

Thank you so much to those who participated in the 

first virtual gamily gathering. The second one,  Growing 

Together in Faith as a Family, will take place 

Wednesday, June 2

nd

 from 6:30 � 8:30 pm.�

If you did not participate in the first one, you can still 

join for the second one and third. Kindly register using 

this link: www.familiesofparishes.org/gatherings. 

Thanks!�

�

Have a blessed week! Stay Safe�

God bless you�

Fr. Kishore Babu Battu SAC�



EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP �

WHY DO WE DO THAT?  

Is gossip a mortal sin?    

To really ask this question, we must 

consider the Eighth Commandment: 

“You shall not bear false witness.”  

In its reflections on this commandment, 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 

invites us to not only think about what 

bearing “false witness” means, but to 

also consider how we understand the 

truth and how we communicate more 

broadly. This is why so much of this 

section of the Catechism has to do with 

the gift of language. With this in mind, 

we will notice that the word “gossip” isn’t 

used by the Catechism. Instead, we find 

the words “detraction” and “calumny,” 

which are actually two forms that gossip 

can take, and both can be quite serious.  

First, detraction is the of revealing 

“another’s faults and failings to persons 

who did not know them,” without morally 

valid reasons. Calumny, by extension, is 

saying something about another person 

that is untrue, and it is sinful because it 

“harms the reputation of others and 

gives occasion for false judgements.”  

(see no. 2477). 

In all of our communication, we have to 

always recognize that we have a moral 

obligation to the truth and to always 

work to protect the reputation and honor 

of our neighbors (see no. 2479).  

Gossip can, in fact, prove to be a very 

serious sin. After all, the Catechism 

reminds us: “No one is bound to reveal 

the truth to someone who does not have 

the right to know it” (no. 2489). When we 

have gossiped, especially if we are 

aware we have damaged another 

person’s good name or reputation, we 

want to make every effort to undo the 

damage we have done, including 

seeking the grace and forgiveness 

offered in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation. 

Branching Out Isn’t Always What It’s Cracked Up to Be�

�

“That’s a really beautiful tree branch. Man, would you look at the bark on 

that thing? The others are real duds, but that low�hanging branch has really 

got it all together.”�

I’ve never heard anyone say this. Maybe I just need to hang out with more 

arborists, but I can’t recall ever hearing someone admire the particular 

beauty of a single branch. When someone comments on a tree, it’s usually 

the whole tree � perhaps a visual element of it, like the color of the leaves 

or its height. But people don’t usually zero in on one branch.�

Maybe that’s because usually, if one branch is looking a little weak, chances 

are every other branch is, too.�

The Bible tells us that when we bear fruit as good everyday stewards, it is 

for the Father’s glory. We are the branch on His magnificent tree. What we 

have is from Him, and what we do likewise points back to Him. We also tend 

to reflect how well the other branches around us are incorporating the 

nutrients coming their way. That’s all fine and good in theory. In practice, it 

can be an arduous exercise in humility.�

When I do something virtuous or charitable or kind, there is a part of me that 

wants to stand out for it. I think that’s true for all of us. We’ve given of 

ourselves in some way or overcome some human temptation to accomplish 

a little bit of good in this world, and even though we know God sees us, we’d 

really love for everyone else to see it, too.�

It’s a struggle, for sure. But we need to remember that our fruit belongs to 

the whole tree.�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED�



GOSPEL MEDITATION�

“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily 

describe the current display of human existence. In 

addition to the violence, unrest, uneasiness and     

turmoil that are common elements of our daily news, 

other essential pieces are misplaced or missing. Many 

lack an objective center around which to order and 

structure their lives or a clear set of definable goals or 

mores to act as guideposts and life directives. It     

appears that “feelings” have become a “new god” and 

traditional structures and ideals set aside. It is almost 

as if history only shows that we got this whole thing 

wrong and many are determined to finally set things 

right. The real truth, however, is that while wrongs and 

errors are certainly a part of our often�checkered past, 

it is hardly the case that all was wrong. It is not our 

task to rewrite the history of our lives, but to learn 

from mistakes that were made, and preserve the   

perennial wisdom at the root of our successes.   

Learning is an essential part of being human.�

The question becomes, however, from whom do we 

learn? Some have such a hard time placing God in 

that position, but that is precisely where God needs to 

be. God is the Master Teacher from whom all of     

humanity learns and gets its cues. It is in and through 

this relationship with the Gardener of Life that we are 

fashioned and pruned into the people we are intended 

to be and can be. It is only in God that we are able to 

find our best selves. Sadly, many think that religion 

too, as well as history in general, has also gotten all 

this wrong. Yet, our resurrection faith tells us           

differently. We are reminded, today especially, that  

we are meant to remain in Christ as Christ remains in 

us. We are also reminded that Jesus, the Incarnate 

God, is the vine upon which we grow, the branches 

that flow from the source of God’s life.�

Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. 

It is not easy to set our own desires and wants aside 

and allow God to step in and direct and guide our 

growth. But this is the only way to prevent deadly 

weeds from overtaking us and bringing us to a place 

of self�destruction. God’s commandments are the very 

guideposts and benchmarks we need, yet many seek 

to remove them from all public view because they   

appear to limit self�expression and suppress what is 

considered by many to be “human freedom.” They are 

the only way we can find freedom, however. And, until 

we learn this fundamental lesson, we will continue to 

spiral out of control, never really knowing who we are, 

what our potential can be or how life really can be 

lived. We will not know peace.�

©LPi �

REFLECT AND RESPOND�

�

First Reading: �

Luke tells us how the conversion of 

Saul (Paul) and the acceptance by 

the disciples of him helped facilitate 

peace in the Church throughout  

Judea, Galilee, and Samaria. What 

do you think is needed to bring 

about peace in our Church today? �

�

Second Reading: �

John teaches his community that 

believing in Jesus and loving one 

another is the heart of God’s     

commandment. How would you  

assess yourself in following this   

two�fold command? �

�

�

Gospel: �

Using the metaphor of a vine and 

branches, Jesus urges his disciples 

to “remain in me” in order to bear 

good fruit and thereby glorify God. 

What would be some examples of 

“good fruit” that you have            

produced?�

�

 St. Joseph Cemetery �

Open House��

May 1

st

 and 2

nd

�

10 am � 2 pm�

Family Service Advisors will be on hand offering tours, 

and sharing history about St. Joseph Cemetery history. 

Learn about the Christian Order of Funerals, what to do 

with cremated remains, burial traditions, present day 

cemetery practices & pre�planning. Visitors will receive 

a complimentary Planning Resource Guide, caring 

cross & rosary.��

For more information or to RSVP, please call 734�241�

1411 or email lazere.rachel@aod.org.�

�

Mid�life Singles:�Are you looking 

for a renewed sense of connection 

& purpose during this pandemic?�

Register today for a REFLECT 

Day of Reflection at the St. Francis

�St. Maximilian Catholic Church, in 

Ray, MI (northeast of Detroit in 

Macomb County), on June 12, 2021. Take a chance 

and get involved... you won't regret it!���

Cost is $45 including continental breakfast and lunch. �

E�mail reflect.michigan@gmail.com, visit 

www.ReflectRetreat.com, or call 586�770�1772 for 

details.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Confirmation with Bishop Battersby will be 

celebrated Sunday, May 16

th

 at 10:30 am Mass. �

Due to COVID�19 safety protocols and the 

number of candidates with their families, please 

consider attending another Mass that weekend. �



Sharing the Gospel�

Put a brand new light bulb in a lamp. Turn 

the lamp on. It shines brightly. Now, unplug 

the lamp. The lamp goes dark. It might be a 

nice lamp. It might have a new light bulb. 

Yet, without being plugged in to electricity, 

the lamp cannot shine. In today's Gospel, 

Jesus is the vine and you are a branch. As 

long as you are attached to Jesus, your 

faith can grow fruit like love, kindness and 

gentleness. If you break away from Jesus, 

your faith will die, and you will not grow any 

fruit. Stay plugged in to Jesus, so you can 

shine. Stay connected to Jesus, so your 

faith can grow fruit.�

�

Prayer�

God, help me to stay connected to Jesus.�

�

Something to Draw�

Draw a picture of a tall vine with one branch 

for every person in your family. Write Jesus' 

name on the vine, and write the names of 

your family members on the branches.�

�

Mission for the Week�

Read Galatians 5:22�23 with your family. 

Write down the nine different kinds of fruit 

that will grow from your faith, when you stay 

connected to Jesus. �



Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools�

Now Enrolling for the 2021�2022 School Year!�

�

Visit www.mcesmonroe.com to request more information or call    

734�241�3923 and speak with Julie White, our Enrollment Manager!�

Congratulations to our 2

nd

 Graders from St. John 

Parish on their First Holy Communion this week!�

Seeking Subs�tute Teachers!�

�

Pay Rate: $80/day�

7:45am�2:45pm�

�

Requirements:�

�� 90 College Credits�

�� Organized�

�� Interested in working with students�

�� Maintain a safe environment�

�� Background Check/Fingerprin#ng�

�� Protec#ng God’s Children Workshop�

�

Call Julie White at 734�241�3923 if 

you’re interested!�

Seeking an Assistant Principal�

 for Academic & Student Affairs�

�

The assistant principal serves as a direct support to the 

principal and serves on the MCES Leadership Team.� The 

assistant principal reports to the principal and assists in 

all aspects of the school as a Catholic ins�tu�on, is    

responsible for suppor�ng the policies, regula�ons, and 

procedures to ensure that all students are supervised in 

a safe and orderly Catholic learning environment that 

meets the approved curriculum and mission of Monroe 

Catholic Elementary Schools.�

�

Achieving academic excellence requires that the         

assistant principal work collabora�vely to direct and 

nurture all members of the school staff and to          

communicate effec�vely with families.� Inherent in the 

posi�on are the responsibili�es for scheduling,            

curriculum development, extracurricular ac�vi�es,     

personnel management, emergency procedures, and 

facility opera�ons.�

�

Qualifica�ons include: a Masters' or Advanced Degree in 

School Administra�on; experience in a school se,ng as 

teacher or administrator; and a willingness to be part of 

a leadership team.�

�

Applica�ons will be accepted un�l the posi�on is filled. 

Please submit a cover le.er that outlines your vision for 

the posi�on of assistant principal and outlook on      

Catholic educa�on, resume, and 3 references.��

�

For more informa�on, please contact Julie White: 

white@monroecatholicschools.com.�

�

A full job descrip�on can be found at www.aod.org. �

NOW ENROLLING! Schedule an 

in�person visit  during non�

school hours with our principal, 

Mr. Kubik! Call 734�241�3923 or 

visit mcesmonroe.com.�

www.mcesmonroe.com  734�241�6335�



 

MONDAY, MAY 3 

   Sts. Phillip and James, Apostles  

Mass  8:15 am - church 

Holy Hour  9 am - church 

 

TUESDAY, MAY 4 

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5 

   Cinco de Mayo  

Worship/Christian Service Mtg  6 pm - Archangel rm 

  

THURSDAY, MAY 6 

   National Day of Prayer   

Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible  7 pm - Archangel 

     

FRIDAY, MAY 7 

Mass  8:15 am - church 

 

SATURDAY, MAY 8   TOP HAT COLLECTION 

Confession  3:30 pm - church 

Mass  5:00 pm - church 

 

SUNDAY, MAY 9       TOP HAT COLLECTION 

    Sixth Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day 

Mass  8:30 am - church 

Mass  10:30 am - church 

LITURGY SCHEDULE        MAY 3 - 9 

DAY & TIME INTENTIONS 

Monday           8:15 am       Intentions of Fr Phil Ching 

�   Tony Mignano 

Friday              8:15 am         �   Vern Theisen 

�   Poor Souls in Purgatory & Poor 

      Sinners 

Saturday         5:00 pm �   Mary Jane Van Belle 

�   Angela Furnari Vitale 

Sunday            8:30 am 

                       10:30 am 

      For Mothers 

�   Edward & Elsie Nolan 

�   Fred Rossi 

THIS WEEK    ~     MAY 3 - 9 

Pray for: 

 

 

 

Rebecca Alexander 

Theresa Balk 

Javier Barrios 

James Barron 

Monica Beeson 

Carolyn Bellino 

Lynda Billock 

Philip Bloom 

Addie Bressler 

AJ Bressler 

Fr Daniel Complo 

Keith Dean 

Kathy DeFigueiredo 

 

Bill Dempsey 

Rita Getchey 

Veronica 

          Greenawalt 

Sean Griffin 

Noreen Head 

Kate Herr-Maletich 

Rose Kavanagh 

Edna Kinsey 

Lois Knegendorf 

Alice LaPrad 

Donna Leask 

Madeline Lemerand 

Dorothy Louwsma 

Stella Mannausa 

Diane Mennell 

June Neph 

Pat Orr 

Leigh Ann Parrack 

Donna Perez 

Mary Ray 

Parker Reau 

Mary Ann Soleau 

Betty Steffes 

Wilbur Stotz 

Bob Vajcner 

Alex Vanisacker 

Alice Villarreal 

Arlene Walsh 

Cody Wood 

Mary Zubkoff 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  

Major Matthew Aubry 

Brett Bennett 

Tracy (Scobel) Bennett 

Pvt. Adrien Boudreault 

Major Zachery Briscoe 

CWO3 Ricky Brown 

Cpt. Kyle Burkardt, DDS 

Cpt. Patrick Burkardt, DDS 

1

st  

Sgt. Robert C. Cebina 

LCPL Chase E. Collingsworth 

Spc. Skylar Cooper 

SMS. Wayne Fetty 

Cpl. Jacob Luthy 

Sgt. Michael Makela 

 

Staff Sgt. Angelo Marino 

Staff Sgt. Emily Marino 

Airman 2 Drew McLaughlin 

Sgt. William McGowan 

S. Sgt. Jill (Hoffman) Miles 

AB Tannar Osborne 

Major Tim Payment  

Alan Scobel 

Major Marcus Sitterly 

Gregory Smith 

M/Sgt. Marian Olmsted Smith 

Spc. Travis Weber 

Cpt. Brian Worley, USMC 

LCPL Justin Zukowski 

Readings for the Week of May 2, 2021  

Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 [26a]/1 Jn 3:18-

24/Jn 15:1-8  

Monday: 1 Cor 15:1-8/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5]/Jn 14:6-14 

Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 12]/Jn 

14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday: Acts 15:7-21/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 [3]/Jn 15:9-11 

Friday: Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday: Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5/Jn 15:18-21 

Next Sunday:Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 [cf. 

2b]/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 

Ryan Heiserman & Rebecca Segaert (1) 

VOTIVE LIGHTS FOR MAY 

Sanctuary Light:  Andrew I. & Dorothy Meyer 

St. Mary:  Richard Hurley, Sr. 

St. Joseph:  Esther Opaczecwski 



Fifth Sunday of Easter:�

In the Gospel today, Jesus says “Whoever remains in 

me and I in him will bear much fruit, because without 

me you can do nothing.”  Indeed, by helping the poor 

we can “bear much fruit” and we find that with Jesus 

we can do everything. �

Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul will 

show that you are indeed the 

disciple of Jesus as it will bring 

your love to those who live in fear 

and doubt, loneliness and dread. �

Pantry Needs: Gravy mixes, 

pancake mix, syrup, and canned 

fruit.�

CSA 2020�

We are nearing the end of the CSA 2020 year. The 

last date to make an online gift to the CSA2020 fund 

is May 31, 2021. �

If you are mailing a check to the processing center 

(Archdiocese of Detroit, POB 6047, Albert Lea, MN 

56007�6647), it must be postmarked by Friday, May 

21, 2021, at the latest, in order to account for USPS 

mail and processing time. Please reach out to 

CSA@aod.org or 1�313�237�5768 if you have any 

questions or concerns about these dates.�

LIVE THE LITURGY�

Anyone familiar with gardening knows that proper 

and timely pruning is essential. The health of the 

plant depends upon it. An unpruned tree can quickly       

produce suckers that zap many of the essential      

nutrients from its body. Pruning requires patience 

and vision. Studies reveal that plants often respond      

defensively to being pruned, displaying reactions  

that are similar to hurt or discomfort. Pruning is not 

easy but necessary. A hard lesson for us to learn is 

that we also need to be pruned. We become far 

healthier when we allow God to stretch, refine, and 

form us into the best version of ourselves. The fruit 

that then comes from our vines will be more        

abundant, nutritious, and robust. Left to our own   

devices we can easily find ourselves running amuck 

and spiraling out of control. Without a proper vision 

and trust in the Master Pruner, we will never find the 

contentment we desperately desire. Nor will the work 

of the Gospel stand a chance of succeeding.�

�

©LPi�

 

ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PARISH   ~   734-241-8645 

Jesus Christ, The Eternal High Priest 

  

Fr. Kishore Battu   x12   frkishore@stmichaelmonroe.com 

DeeDee Perkins, Office Manager  x14 

Dr. Ray McLellan, Music Director   x39 

Leslee Smith, Faith Formation Director  734-241-6097 

 

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools (MCES)  

Mr. Kyle Kubik, Executive Principal 

www.mcesmonroe.com  ~  734-241-6335 

 

ST. MICHAEL CAMPUS       ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY 

           734-241-3923  734-241-1411  

 

SMCC HIGH SCHOOL          ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 

          734-241-7622  734-241-8645 x42 

  

Bulletin email:  bulletin_staff@yahoo.com 
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 2800 N. Telegraph Rd.
 Monroe, MI 48162
 734-243-6000

Selling, servicing and supporting our community for over 30 years
www.friendlyfordmonroe.com

A Family Tradition Since 1864
 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2345 South Custer Road • Monroe • 241-9300
www.ruppfuneralhomeinc.com

 SCHAFER
 AGENCY INC.
 Insurance & Financial Services

Carleton, MI 48117 • 734-654-6269
5955 E. Dunbar Rd. • Monroe, MI 48161

734-242-5100 | www.schaferagency.com

Auto Body
Plant

Complete Collision Service
1408 Custer Drive

242-3818
Monroe, Michigan 48162

“Buckle up for safety!

Monroe Family Dentistry
Dr. Jeremy Dull, D.D.S., P.C.
Dr. Bradley Zemke, D.M.D.

876 Stewart Rd., Suite D
Monroe, MI 48162
(734) 241-6550

YINGER PHARMACY YINGER PHARMACY SHOPPESHOPPE
 Jim Yinger, RPH • Eric Nagel, RPH
 Holly Mills, RPH • Melissa Massengill, RPH

 1704 S. Custer    1036 N. Monroe
 (734) 243-5451   (734) 384-7044

Hours:
M-F 9-6 
Sat 9-2

F.G. ANGELO & SONSF.G. ANGELO & SONS
Concrete Contractors

612 Kaye Lani • Monroe, MI 48161
www.fgangeloandsons.com

734-241-4735  734-241-4735  Family Owned Since 1956

SECURE SELF STORAGE 2
6231 North Monroe St.

Monroe, MI 48162
734-244-4094

Gary E. Nowitzke, EA, CTS
11 Scott St., Monroe, MI
734-457-3700

Investments • Income Tax Preparation • College Education Plans
 IRA’s • Annuities • Rollover IRA’s • Health • Life

Offering Securities Through Sigma Financial Corp., Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Lotus Financial Services is independent of Sigma Financial Corporation.

 G.B. Construction
 Roofing & Siding

Free Estimates  / Lic & Ins.
Call Greg  734-242-9201

Parish Member

734-241-8898
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

MILLER'S NU-TECH
PLUMBING & HEATING

15340 S. Telegraph Rd.
www.millersnutech.com

241-5817 

MESSINA
CONCRETE

READY MIXED CONCRETE
AGGREGATE HAULING
CONCRETE PUMPING

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
MONROE: 734.241.8380 
FLAT ROCK: 734.783.1020
www.messinaconcrete.com

33 E Front St 734-242-9393
Monroe 

www.HassettTitle.com

Wm. A. Bacarella, Owner/Manger
Justin D. Miller, CFSP, CCO

Jeffery C. Rupp, Funeral Director
Deanna M. Maurice, Funeral Director

Alayna M. Hensley, CCSP Funeral Director

734-241-4600
1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI

www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

THIS SPACE IS

734-240-9732 | 610 W. Elm Ave. | Monroe, MI

IHM Senior Living Community
• short-term rehab • skilled nursing
• post-hospital stay

Please support our advertisers and mention 
you saw their ad here.

Celebrate the life       Cherish the memories.

• Maybee
• Trenton
• Rockwood
• Monroe

(734) 671-5400

martenson.com


