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DECEMBER 5, 2021       •       SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

The Second Sunday of Advent: 

This week and next week the gospel readings will     
focus on the life and teaching of John the Baptist. This 
week John the Baptist preaches about the need of   
repentance in the life of those who are called to follow 
Jesus. As we begin the 2nd Week of Advent let us focus 
on these words of John the Baptist: 

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths. Every valley shall be filled and every 
mountain and hill shall be made low. The     
winding roads shall be made straight, and the 
rough shall be made straight, and the rough 
ways made smooth, and all flesh shall see the 
salvation of God.” (Luke 3:5-6) 

 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary: 

Mary’s prophecy, given in her Magnificat, “Behold all 
generations will call me blessed,” was fulfilled when 

the Catholic Church declared four dogmas of Faith 
about her: 1-Her Immaculate Conception, 2-Her      
Perpetual Virginity, 3-Her Divine Maternity, and 4-Her 
Assumption into Heaven after her death. The            
Immaculate Conception is a dogma based mainly on 
Christian tradition and theological reasoning. While  
other human beings were born without grace because 
we inherit original sin, Mary was conceived full of 
grace, completely free from original sin. The tradition 
was defined as Church dogma in 1854 by Pope Pius IX 
through Ineffabilis Deus: “From the first moment of 
her conception, Mary was preserved immune from 
original sin by the singular grace of God and by 
virtue of the merits of Jesus Christ, savior of the 
human race.” (CCC #491) 

On December 8th we celebrate the feast of The        
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
This is the Patronal Feast Day of our country United 
State of America. And so, it is a holy day of obligation. I 
would like to encourage all of you take time to          
participate in the great feast and seek Mother Mary’s 
intercession on our country. We will have Mass at 7 
pm Tuesday evening and 8:15 am on Wednesday. 

 

New Parish Office Sign 

When you come to the 
office, you will notice a 
new Parish Office sign. 
This new sign was made 
and sponsored by Frank 
Giarmo. On behalf of the      
parish, I would like to 
thank Frank for willingly 
coming forward to see the 
need and able to plan and 
make the new sign for the office. May God shower His 
abundant blessing on your family for your generous 
heart. Thank you so much. 

Have a great Second week of Advent! 

God bless you 

Stay Safe 

Fr. Kishore Babu Battu SAC 



EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  

God’s Personal Assistants 

If you have ever planned a large-scale event, whether 
it’s a musical performance or a religious conference, 
you may have dealt with someone’s personal assistant. 
Possibly this person would be a representative of the 
keynote speaker or the master of ceremonies for the 
local bishop; perhaps it’s even the staffer of a local   
politician or the lackey of a well-known musical act. 

Personal assistants are masters of stewardship — 
overseeing things in their boss’ absence. They prepare 
the way. This person’s job is to get everything ready for 
the person in charge, so that when he or she shows up 
— whoever he or she is — it’s smooth sailing for them 
to do whatever it is they need to do: sing, speak, pray, 
mingle, what-have-you. It’s usually a big job full of little 
things, a gig where attention to detail is key.  

God is the guest of honor in our life, the keynote 
speaker, the main event. And what He wants — what 
He needs — to do is to change our hearts. Constantly, 
over, and over, and over again.  

We are all His personal assistants in this endeavor. We 
need to prepare the way of the Lord, to make straight 
His paths. We need to make everything ready so that 
when He shows up — however He shows up, whether 
it’s in the form of a neighbor in need or a burning bush 
right in front of us — everything is ready for Him to do 
His job. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? 

With Christmas fast approaching, 
can you give me some practical 
tips to prepare myself and my 
family that will help us stay 
grounded in what this holiday is 
really about? With all the 
commercialism, it’s easy to stray. 
  

 

Happy times and events bring fond memories and a 
renewed sense of love and kinship with others. The 
anticipation is half the joy of the event itself. The coming 
of the Lord is that kind of event that people have been 
looking forward to for generations with fervent hope and 
desire. It gave them strength and courage as they waited 
for the coming of the Lord. 

We know that Christmas is rushed. Sales begin in 
August and carols blare long before the season begins. 
Everyone laments the commercial aspects of the season, 
but as Advent begins, do something to help you be more 
mindful of the Lord’s coming. Use an Advent wreath, or 
enthrone the Bible prominently, or read the readings from 
the Bible assigned to each day. Postpone the tree and 
decorations until closer to Christmas. Establish new 
family rituals, customs and prayers that help remind 
everyone that we are preparing to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. Fasting, daily Mass, a special celebration of 
reconciliation, reaching out to those alienated from family 
or society, and visiting the homebound manifest the love 
of the Christ Child and the Holy Family. Resist the 
temptation to rush the season. In his own time and in his 
own way, God will come. Our task is simply to be 
watchful and ready. 
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CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA  
 
 

How many sponsors are required for the              
Sacrament of Baptism?       

 

Answer is on the calendar page. 

St. Nicholas | Feast Day December 6 

St. Nicholas of Bari (March 15, 270 – December 6, 343), the bishop of  
Myra in the fourth century, is the saint that Santa Claus is modeled after. 
Known for his kindness and generosity to the poor, the story has it that St. 
Nicholas once tossed bags of gold through the open window of a poor 
man’s house to help his daughters avoid a life of prostitution.  

According to legend, the gold landed in stockings dangling on the corners 
of the beds, which is why many of us celebrate St. Nicholas Day by    
hanging stockings and filling them with candy, fruit, and small toys.  

Not much else is known about this beloved saint, but regardless, his      
reputation as a generous man continues today. 
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St. Nicholas is the Patron Saint of Bakers and Pawnbrokers. 



We still need help in the following areas! 

• Children’s Liturgy of the Word on Sunday at 10:30 
am Mass. 

• Help with translation in Spanish 

• Substitute catechists/assistants, Tuesday evenings 

Leslee Smith, Director 

Celebration of Winter Solstice 

All are invited to welcome the season of winter with a 
ritual, Winter Solstice: A Sacred Time. The virtual 
celebration, facilitated by Sister Esther Kennedy, OP, is 
from 3:30 - 4:30 pm, Sunday, December 19, 2021. 

The celebration includes reflections on our turning from 
darkness to light as the days begin to grow longer, and 
from the past to this new moment. We will cultivate our 
own capacity as beings of light to shine our light and 
love as fully as possible upon one another and our 
world. 

A Dominican Sister of Adrian, Michigan, Sister Esther 
is a retreat leader and spiritual director who conducts a 
monthly Day of Mindfulness at Weber Center. 

The celebration is free and open to all. Registration is 
not required. To participate, join the live stream at 
https://webercenter.org/seasons. 

For information, call the Weber Center: 517-266-4000. 

2nd Sunday of Advent 

Luke 3:1-6 

Blessed Advent to you all! 

Today we continue the "joyful expectation" of the birth 
of Christ in history, the present, and the future. Today 
we hear the words of John the Baptist calling people of 
his time to repentance. Now, this baptism that John 
was calling people to is not the same baptism that we 
Christians celebrate. However, John's baptism is at the 
root of our Christian baptism. John's baptism had its 
roots in the "oblation washing" of the Jewish people 
before undertaking anything of great importance. 

Christian baptism is a sacrament to wash away original 
sin so as to enter sinless into the Christian community. 
It is the one sacrament that is celebrated by all       
Christians, even those Christians who are not in      
communion with Rome. 

Johns enjoins us to "prepare the way of the Lord." His 
call is to be taken in the widest sense. This preparation 
is a personal preparation, and is also a communal 
preparation. We are called to make sure we are ready 
to meet the Lord, and this means that we need to   
make a difference in the world to make it better, to 
make it more peaceful, and to make it more just. We 
are called to protect each other's dignity and share of 
our abundance with others so that each may live a life 
that is centered on helping others. 

Prepare the way! 

 

USHERS CORNER  
There will be an Ushers Meeting on Thursday, 
December 9th at 7 pm at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall. All ushers are invited! Please consider joining 
us! Everyone is welcome! 



GOSPEL MEDITATION 

                CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

Our Children’s Choir will sing Christmas Eve at 4 pm 
Mass, December 24th, in the choir loft.  

The choir is open to students in 2nd grade and older. 
New singers are always welcome to join those who 
have sung in the choir previously. 

We will rehearse on two Sundays, December 12 and 
19, immediately after 10:30 Mass (11:45 am-12:30 pm) 
in the choir loft. Parents are encouraged to remain on 
campus during rehearsals. 

Please contact Kyle Engelmann, 734-241-8645 x 39, or 
bring your student to the first practice. Forms are 
located in church too! 

St. Ambrose shares some wisdom on our need to     
prepare the way and open the door for Christ. “You see 
that when the Word of God knocks hardest on your 
door, it is when his hair is wet with the dew of the night. 
In fact, he chooses to visit those who are in tribulation 
and trial, lest one of them be overwhelmed by distress. 
So, his head is covered with dew, with drops, when his 
body is laboring hard. It is important to keep watch so 
that when the Bridegroom comes, he is not shut out. If 
you are asleep and your heart is not keeping watch, he 
will go away without knocking; but if your heart is alert 
for his coming, he knocks and asks for the door to be 
opened to him.” When life gets overwhelming and     
difficult and we find ourselves feeling a bit downhearted 
and miserable, these words can bring great comfort. 

We sometimes choose to remain stuck in our            
uncomfortable darkness and being stuck becomes our 
norm. In this time of self-focus our hearts are closed to 
the graces and life God desires to give us. Wrapped in 
the robe of mourning and misery, we fail to see the 
mercy, justice, and love the Bridegroom wants to bring. 
If we take seriously the need to prepare the way for 
Christ and open our hearts in preparation for his visit, 
we can hear God’s gentle voice calling us deep within. 
It beckons us to seek out its source and discover the 
inner calm and peace that can prevail over the        
darkness of despair. Sometimes our darkness is so 
dark that it may seem unsurmountable. Trusting in the 
spiritual friends who journey with us, and God’s      
promise may bring a glimmer of light even when it is 
most difficult to keep our hearts’ doors open.         
Sometimes, the only light in the darkness is found in 
trusting the faith of others both past and present. 

We have to trust that God has already begun the     
accomplishment of good work in us and that humanity 
is on an incredible journey to something wonderful and 
awesome. God is not done. When we open the doors 
of our hearts, straighten the paths of our lives, and   
prepare the way, Jesus can come with God’s simple 
gifts of peace, grace, and joy. Life throws a great deal 
at us. It is easy to get tired and confused. We have to 
train our hearts to keep watch, discern what is of value, 
and forge ahead. Not allowing ourselves to become so 
weighed down by things and brought out of focus is a 
tremendous goal to achieve this Advent season. God is 
knocking. Answer the door. You will see and             
understand life in ways you never thought possible   
before. 
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Boy Scout Troop 547 would  
like to sincerely thank all who 
donated to the wreath sale this 
year.  

We appreciate your continued 
support.  

May you have a blessed Advent 
and Christmas Season.  

Wednesday, December 15 at 7 pm 
St Charles Borromeo 

 

Saturday, December 18 at 1 pm 
St Michael the Archangel 

 

Wednesday, December 22 at 6 pm 
St John the Baptist 



Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools 
www.mcesmonroe.com  734-241-6335 

Congratulations MCES Fall Raffle Winners! 
 

$5,000:  Kevin Conant 
$1,000:  Sara Pickler 
$500:  Louise Carnes 

 

Thank you for your support of MCES! 
_____________________________________________________ 
 

MCES Christmas Concerts will be streamed on Facebook Live! 
 
You’re invited to view our Preschool, Young 5s-1

st
 Grade, and 2

nd
-4

th
 Grade Christmas Concerts on 

our Facebook Page. Visit https://www.facebook.com/mcesmonroe to join our students in preparing 
for the coming of Christ this Christmas! These concerts are not open to the public due to COVID-19. 
 
Monday, December 13  8:15 am: 3-Year-Old Preschool 
   9:15 am: 4-Year-Old Preschool 
   12:00 pm: 2

nd
, 3

rd
 & 4

th
 Grade 

 
Wednesday, December 15 9:00 am: Young 5s & Kindergarten 
   10:00 am: 1

st
 Grade 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Congratulations Veteran’s Day Poster Contest Winners 
 

Congratulations 
Matthew Kane (3

rd
 Grade) and  

Levi Cousino (4
th
 Grade)  

on winning the Veteran’s Day Poster 
Contest at St. John Campus! 

 
 
 

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools is a Christ-centered,           
Catholic learning community committed to the academic             
excellence and spiritual development of every student. 



     

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6 
   St. Nicholas, Bishop  
Mass  8:15 am - church 
Devotions  9 am - church 
RCIA  6:30 pm - St Anne  
Boy Scouts  7:30 pm - gathering space 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
   St Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  
Faith Formation  6 - 7:15 pm - St Mary Campus 
Cub Scouts  6:30 pm - gathering space 
Vigil Mass  7 pm - church 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
   Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Holy Day Mass  8:15 am - church 
Church Cleaning  9:30 am - church  
Choir Practice  6:30 pm - loft 
Girl Scouts  6:30 pm - gathering space    

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9 
  St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin  
MCES Music Program  9 am - church 
Ushers Meeting  7 pm - Knights of Columbus Hall 
     

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10 
   Our Lady of Loreto  
Mass  8:15 am - church 
Eucharistic Adoration  9 am - 6 pm - church   
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 
   St. Damasus I, Pope  
Confession  3:30 pm - church 
Mass  5:00 pm - church 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12 
   Third Sunday of Advent  
Mass  8:30 am - church 
Mass  10:30 am - church 
Children’s Choir Practice  11:30 am - choir loft 

THIS WEEK  ~  DECEMBER 6 - 12 
Pray for: 

PRAY FOR OUR MILITARY:  
Major Matthew Aubry 
Brett Bennett 
Tracy (Scobel) Bennett 
Pvt. Adrien Boudreault 
Major Zachery Briscoe 
CWO3 Ricky Brown 
Cpt. Kyle Burkardt, DDS 
Cpt. Patrick Burkardt, DDS 
1st  Sgt. Robert C. Cebina 
Cpl Chase E. Collingsworth 
Spc. Skylar Cooper 
SMS. Wayne Fetty 
Cpl Jacob Luthy 

Sgt. Michael Makela 
Staff Sgt. Angelo Marino 
Staff Sgt. Emily Marino 
Airman 2 Drew McLaughlin 
Sgt. William McGowan 
S. Sgt. Jill (Hoffman) Miles 
AB Tannar Osborne 
Major Tim Payment  
Alan Scobel 
Lt Col Marcus Sitterly 
Gregory Smith 
M/Sgt. Marian Olmsted Smith 
Spc. Travis Weber 
LCpl Justin Zukowski 

 
 
 
Rebecca Alexander 
Javier Barrios 
James Barron 
Monica Beeson 
Carolyn Bellino 
Lynda Billock 
Philip Bloom 
Addie Bressler 
AJ Bressler 
Ruth Brown 
Carol Carle 
Fr Daniel Complo 
Tom Cousino 
Keith Dean 

Bill Dempsey 
Rita Getchey 
Lisa Giarmo 
Veronica 
          Greenawalt 
Sean Griffin 
Kate Herr-Maletich 
Rose Kavanagh 
Edna Kinsey 
Lois Knegendorf 
Alice LaPrad 
Jon-Luke LaVanway 
Donna Leask 
Dorothy Louwsma 
Diane Mennell 
June Neph 
Pat Orr 

Leigh Ann Parrack 
Donna Perez 
Mary Ray 
Parker Reau 
Linda Rice 
Mary Ann Soleau 
Betty Steffes 
Wilbur Stotz 
Carol Thompson 
Bob Vajcner 
Alex Vanisacker 
Alice Villarreal 
Arlene Walsh 
Cody Wood 
Linda Worley 
Diane Zarend 
Mary Zubkoff 

Readings for the Week of December 5, 2021  
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11/Lk 3:1-6  
Monday: Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. Is 35:4f]/Lk 
5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 [cf. Is 40:10ab]/
Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/Eph 1:3-6, 11-
12/Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab [8]/Mt 11:11-
15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/Mt 
17:9a, 10-13 
Next Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [6]/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18  

LITURGY SCHEDULE   DECEMBER 6 - 12 

DAY & TIME INTENTIONS 

Monday           8:15 am †  James & Darlene Osment 
†  Apollonia Bartolotta 

Tuesday          7:00 pm †  The People of St Michael 

Wednesday     8:15 am †  The People of St Michael 

Friday              8:15 am        †  Poor Souls in Purgatory and 
    Poor Sinners 
†  Marvin & Reatha Meyer  

Saturday         5:00 pm †  Rose & Henry Hurley 
†  John & Angela Terrasi 

Sunday            8:30 am 
 
                       10:30 am 

†  Maria DeLuca 
†  Mary Sue Terrasi 
†  The People of St Michael 

CATHOLIC TRIVIA  
Answer: One 



Second Sunday of Advent: 

In today’s Gospel John the Baptist urges us to 
“Prepare the way of the Lord,” and this is what Advent 
is all about. We are called to help prepare the way of 
the Lord by making the real meaning of Christmas 
come alive in our own hearts, in our family and to 
reach out to those in need. 

Is there a family you know who needs assistance? 
Please call the Society of St. Vincent de Paul so that 
together we can help the suffering and poor to 
celebrate Christmas. 

Pantry Needs: Gravy, bouillon, cream soup, biscuit 
mix, crackers, instant potatoes, and personal products 
such as deodorant, toothpaste, mouthwash, bar soap, 
small packages of toilet tissue and 
paper towels. 

Please consider donating any 
small hotel or travel sized products 
you may have from traveling. 
These are perfect for many of our 
clients.  

Sometimes, especially when life gets overwhelming 
and difficult, we can find ourselves feeling a bit      
downhearted and miserable. Wallowing in this          
uncomfortable darkness seems to be our norm and it’s 
difficult to see a way out of, or through, this experience. 
If we listen carefully enough, we will hear God’s voice 
calling out deep within, beckoning us to seek out its 
source and discover the inner calm and peace that can 
prevail over the darkness of despair. Faith tells us that 
God has already begun the creation of a good work in 
us and is with us, bringing it to completion, until Christ 
Jesus comes again. It is this light of God’s glory for 
which we are asked to pave the way and straighten the 
paths of our lives so that it can shine. With all that life 
can ask of us and bring to us, it is our task to             
constantly discern what is of value. So that we do not 
get so weighed down by things that we no longer see, 
or feel, God’s salvation.  
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ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PARISH   ~   734-241-8645 
Jesus Christ, The Eternal High Priest 

  

Fr. Kishore Battu   x12   frkishore@stmichaelmonroe.com 
DeeDee Perkins, Office Manager  x14 
Sharon Venier, Pastoral Associate  x35 
Kyle Engelmann, Music Director x39 
Leslee Smith, Faith Formation Director  734-241-6097 

 

Monroe Catholic Elementary Schools (MCES)  
Mr. Kyle Kubik, Executive Principal 

www.mcesmonroe.com  ~  734-241-6335 
 

ST. MICHAEL CAMPUS       ST. JOSEPH CEMETERY 
           734-241-3923  734-241-1411  

 

SMCC HIGH SCHOOL          ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
          734-241-7622  734-241-8645 x42   

Bulletin email:  bulletin_staff@yahoo.com 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

Please help those who are in need this Christmas. 

Take an ornament off the tree and purchase the item.  
Place the ornament on your wrapped gift when you 
return it to church. 

All gifts are due by Sunday, December 19th. 

Your gift will bring happiness to someone this       
Christmas. Thank You! 
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Contact Sherri Fischhaber to place an ad today! 
sfischhaber@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6553

Wm. A. Bacarella, Owner/Manger
Jeffery C. Rupp, Funeral Director

Deanna M. Maurice, Funeral Director

734-241-4600
1201 South Telegraph Rd. • Monroe, MI

www.bacarellafuneralhome.com

B ACARELLA 
FUNERAL HOME

Monroe Family Dentistry
Dr. Jeremy Dull, D.D.S., P.C.
Dr. Bradley Zemke, D.M.D.

876 Stewart Rd., Suite D
Monroe, MI 48162
(734) 241-6550

YINGER PHARMACY YINGER PHARMACY SHOPPESHOPPE
 Jim Yinger, RPH • Eric Nagel, RPH
 Holly Mills, RPH • Melissa Massengill, RPH

 1704 S. Custer    1036 N. Monroe
 (734) 243-5451   (734) 384-7044

Hours:
M-F 9-6 
Sat 9-2
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 2800 N. Telegraph Rd.
 Monroe, MI 48162
 734-243-6000

Selling, servicing and supporting our community for over 30 years
www.friendlyfordmonroe.com

A Family Tradition Since 1864
 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2345 South Custer Road • Monroe • 241-9300
www.ruppfuneralhomeinc.com

 SCHAFER
 AGENCY INC.
 Insurance & Financial Services

Carleton, MI 48117 • 734-654-6269
5955 E. Dunbar Rd. • Monroe, MI 48161

734-242-5100 | www.schaferagency.com

Auto Body
Plant

Complete Collision Service
1408 Custer Drive

242-3818
Monroe, Michigan 48162

“Buckle up for safety!

F.G. ANGELO & SONSF.G. ANGELO & SONS
Concrete Contractors

612 Kaye Lani • Monroe, MI 48161
www.fgangeloandsons.com

734-241-4735  734-241-4735  Family Owned Since 1956

SECURE SELF STORAGE 2
6231 North Monroe St.

Monroe, MI 48162
734-244-4094

Gary E. Nowitzke, EA, CTS
11 Scott St., Monroe, MI
734-457-3700

Investments • Income Tax Preparation • College Education Plans
 IRA’s • Annuities • Rollover IRA’s • Health • Life

Offering Securities Through Sigma Financial Corp., Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Lotus Financial Services is independent of Sigma Financial Corporation.

 G.B. Construction
 Roofing & Siding

Free Estimates  / Lic & Ins.
Call Greg  734-242-9201

Parish Member

734-241-8898
Plumbing • Heating • Air Conditioning

MESSINA
CONCRETE

READY MIXED CONCRETE
AGGREGATE HAULING
CONCRETE PUMPING

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
MONROE: 734.241.8380 
FLAT ROCK: 734.783.1020
www.messinaconcrete.com

33 E Front St 734-242-9393
Monroe 

www.HassettTitle.com

THIS SPACE IS

734-240-9732 | 610 W. Elm Ave. | Monroe, MI

IHM Senior Living Community
• short-term rehab • skilled nursing
• post-hospital stay

Celebrate the life       Cherish the memories.

• Maybee
• Trenton
• Rockwood
• Monroe

(734) 671-5400

martenson.com

Caring people, 
caring for your pets

Dr. Julie Bieszki & Dr. Arianne Baker
15555 S. Telegraph Rd. • 734-384-0812
suburbananimalclinicofmonroe.com


