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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 

December 26th, 2021 

 

Today we celebrate the feast of the Holy Family. This 

feast is part of the Christmas season, and we should 

place today's Gospel in the context of what Luke's 

Gospel tells us about the birth of Jesus. Luke has been 

answering the question “Who is Jesus?” through his 

stories of the births of John the Baptist and Jesus.  

Today's Gospel reading continues this theme. It has 

no parallel in the other Gospels and is the conclusion 

of Luke's Infancy Narrative. 

Mary, Joseph, and Jesus are presented in this Gospel 

as a faithful Jewish family. They are participating in 

the annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem for the feast of  

Passover, an event shared each year with family and 

friends. When Jesus is found, Luke describes him as 

seated in the Temple in the midst of the Jewish 

teachers. Although he is young, Jesus seems not to 

need teaching about his Jewish tradition. In his dia-

logue with these learned teachers, Jesus astounds 

them with his insight and understanding. Jesus is a child of Israel. His Father is God. 

The dialogue between Mary and Jesus contains many references to family relationships. In fact, in this Gos-

pel reading Mary and Joseph are never identified by name. Instead they are referred to by their relationship 

to Jesus. Ultimately, this emphasizes Luke's point about the identity of Jesus. When Mary and Joseph find 

Jesus in the Temple, they question Jesus and express their anxiety. Jesus replies in words that many have 

thought to be disrespectful. Jesus says that he was never lost; he was at home. Jesus is God's Son, and he is in 

his Father's house. Luke will continue to suggest that faith in Jesus establishes new family relationships as 

he describes Jesus' public ministry. 

In Luke's Gospel, Mary's importance is even greater than her role as Jesus' mother. Mary is the first disciple 

and will be present with Jesus' disciples after his Resurrection at Pentecost. Source: Loyola press 
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Please keep these individuals in 

your thoughts and prayers.�

* FRANK  HOPKINS *BOB SKULLY   

*BILL KRIVOS   *DIANE STEGMEIER   

* BOB & BETTY SHANKO * MIKE WEBSTER  *JIM & SUSAN 

OBERC * CONNIE & LARRY PETRICK * ROSEMARIE GUTA * 

BETTY KAMINSKI * THOMAS FITZGERALD * JOHN LAZO. * 

AUTUMN EGGERS * JENNIFER BOWERS * BRIAN & 

COURTNEY EDMONDS* STEPHANIE RADWANSKI. �

Please call the Parish office to add a name�

 to our prayer list.�

PASTORAL STAFF�

Rev. Barry Gearing, Pastor�

frbarry@sjnohio.com�

Rev. Robert J. Kraig, Pastor Emeritus�

Deacon Ken Piechowski, Pastoral Associate�

deaconken@sjnohio.com�

Deacon Keith Walcu4, Pastoral Associate�

 deaconkeith@sjnohio.com�

Paul Koopman, Director of LifeTeen�

paul@sjnlifeteen.com�

Ann Marie Ong �

Director of Sacramental Prepara�on and EDGE �

Annmarie@sjnohio.com�

Anne4e Klanac�

Director of Family Faith Forma�on�

anne#e@sjnohio.com�

Mary Pachuta�Willis,  �

Director of Music Ministry�

 Kristen Laneve, Office Manager�

Kristen@sjnohio.com�

STS. JOSEPH & JOHN SCHOOL�

Phone: 440�238�4877     �

www.sjjschool.org�

�

NEW TO OUR PARISH?�

Welcome!  Please stop by the parish office �

during our regular business hours�

to register. Registra>on forms can also be found �

on our website, sjnohio.com�

We look forward to mee>ng you. �

�
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�

Offertory Collec�on�

Due to the early submission of this 

bulle�n, December 19th collec�on 

will be listed in the Jan 2nd bulle�n�

MASS INTENTIONS 

WEEKEND MASSES  DEC 25� DEC 26�

� Saturday� Na'vity of the Lord�Christmas�

     � 9:00am……………………….……………..……………..…..Don Golias �

� 11:00am……………………………………………….Courtney Weber�

� Sunday�

     � 8:30am ….…….………………..……….…...….…Thomas Farruggia �

 � 10:00am……………..….…………..…..….………...Thomas Nichols�

     � 11:30am ………………….…….………..……….…....…Lori Matusek�

� No 5pm Life Teen Mass�

�

WEEKDAY MASSES  DEC 27� DEC 31�

� Monday�

� 9:00am……………………..……………..……...…Hugh McLaughlin�

� Tuesday�

� 9:00am…………………..……………….….……...….....Kaleb Vaugn� �

� Wednesday�

� 9:00am …………………………………………......…….Pearl Bolman�

� Thursday�

         �9:00am…………………………………….…....…Rebecca Kirschnick�

� Friday�

          9:00am………….…......................................Rae Marie Butler�

�

WEEKEND MASSES JAN 1� JAN 2�

�  Saturday�

�  9:00am………………….........Healing IntenJon for John Lazo�

          Sunday�

           8:30am…………………….....….………............…George Archer�

           10:00am………………………………..…….…......Patricia Masuga�

           11:30am ………………………….....................Dolores Menear�

�  No 5pm Life Teen Mass �

�
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Who’s in your pew…... 

COMMUNITY 

Meet the LePage Family�Luke, Grant, Melissa and Maggie. �

Grant is an 8

th

 grader at Strongsville Middle School, and he loves 

baseball, fishing and music. Maggie is in the 5

th

 grade at Chapman 

Elementary and she loves football, soBball and playing the violin. 

Together the family enjoys hiking, traveling, music, going to spor>ng 

events and playing games. �

Here’s a fun fact about their family: Maggie and Melissa were born 

in Ohio and Grant and Luke were born in New York! �

Their favorite memories of St. John Neumann include the Evening of 

Hope, the Thanksgiving Dinner Drive and the Giving Tree. Both of 

their children also received their first holy communions here at SJN.�

When asked about some things that have helped them to grow in their faith, their list includes Eucharis>c Adora>on, 

Edge and Family Faith Forma>on, especially the parent talks with Father Barry. �

They described SJN as welcoming, generous , peaceful and caring. �

�

Thank you, LePage Family, for being a part of our parish, and thank you for your willingness to be involved! �

Fr< Barry joined in with the choir.�

Senior Christmas Luncheon held December 9th had a great turn out 

with over 100 guests.  The group enjoyed Christmas Carols by two of  

Strongsville High School’s choral groups.  What a treat!�
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� Christmas�

December 25, 2021 - January 10, 2022 

 

Christmas is one of the most important days of the Church year, second only to Easter itself. 

It is the feast of the incarnation, the feast of God becoming flesh (the Latin "in carne" means 

"enfleshment"). It is a uniquely Christian teaching, the Divine choosing to become one of us. 

Because of this belief, God is not only  Transcendent, but also wholly Immanent, Emmanuel 

(God-with-us). While remaining Transcendent (meaning we must rise above our present 

condition to reach Him), He is at the same time Immanent (meaning He is with us as we rise 

toward Him). Every Eucharist is like Christmas where the bread and wine are transformed 

into  He is flesh, His Body and Blood, and, in a sense, He is born anew on the altar.  

 

The liturgical season of Christmas begins with the vigil Masses on Christmas Eve and con-

cludes on the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. During this season, we celebrate the birth of 

Christ into our world and into our hearts and reflect on the gift of salvation that is born with 

him, including the fact that he was born to die for us.  

 

The Christmas tree and the Nativity scene are popular symbols of the season and a tradition 

in many  Christian homes. It is also traditional to exchange Christmas gifts with family and 

friends to honor God the Father's gift of his only son to the world. Having received the gift of 

Christ, we naturally want to pass that gift along to our loved ones. Source: USCCB 
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THIS SPACE IS

I-71 & Rt. 303
brunswickautomart.com

330-273-3300

Strongsville • Highland Heights
440-846-1100

 kemperhouse.com

Let us be your 
solution for 
specialized 

dementia care!
Call 440.268.9180

	 HOURS:
	 M-F 10AM-6PM
	 SAT. 10AM-5PM
	 SUN. CLOSED

$2 OFF of a
$10 purchase
with this ad

440-230-5451
12801 State Rd.
North Royalton

COVENANT
Books & Gifts

JN

TONY’S PLUMBING WORKS
Complete Residential Plumbing

Water Heaters, Drain Cleaning
Shower Doors & More

State License #PL17408

216-299-3276

NEIL F. SIKA O.D.
OPTOMETRY

Eye Examination
Contact Lenses
14365 Pearl Rd.

440-238-1966

R. A. KALFAS
HOME IMPROVEMENT, INC.
Windows, Siding, Roofs, Room Additions, Decks

Bob Kalfas, Parishioner
12001 Prospect Rd., Strongsville

238-5498
20 Years in the Business

CRACIUN
FUNERAL HOMES
440-843-5957

Dignity Memorial Provider

NOW SCHEDULING SNOW REMOVAL 
& SPRING CLEANUPS

Over 30 - 5 star reviews on Google on customer satisfaction  & customer service

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE: • Weekly Lawn Care
• Fertilization • Shrub/Hedge Trimming • Mulch

• Stone & TopSoil Installation • Snow & Ice Management
• Aeration - Over-seeding - De-thatching

10% OFF FOR ALL
 VETERANS & PARISHIONERS

We are apart of Project Evergreen & Strongsville 
Rotary as Volunteer organizations.

Hunter James, Owner & Parishioner

440-212-2364 

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Choose the Knights of Columbus to protect your family. 
	 Christopher Winston, FICF
	 440-973-8288
	 christopher.winston@Kofc.org

	 440-238-1100
	 18840 Falling Water Rd | Strongsville, OH

A skilled nursing facility in offering short-term recovery, senior rehabilitation services and long-term care 
and programming focused on you or your loved one’s emotional and physical well-being.

www.comunicarehealth.com/facility/falling-water-healthcare-center/

330-764-1011

www.bershvac.com

Since 1993Since 1993

	HEATING	 ELECTRIC

	COOLING	 PLUMBING

Contact Vic Preisel
to place an ad today! 
vpreisel@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6317 

LEAVE THE DESIGN, 
PRINTING 

& MAILING TO US.
12931 Pearl Road

Strongsville • Ohio

440-238-1441
www.cqprinting.com

Kathy Thuener, CPCU, ARM Principal, Parishioner
330-764-3531  kathy@wichert.com

119 N. Court St., Medina, OH 44256
www.wichert.com
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CROFT FAMILY - PARISHIONERS
22802 Royalton Rd, Strongsville, OH

(440) 846-0582
www.strongsvillestorage.com

	

	 18149 Bagley Rd. • Middleburg Hts.	 3202 Fulton Rd. • Cleveland
	 (440) 260-8800	 (216) 281-8800

www.ARipepiandSons.com

A. RIPEPI & SONS
Funeral Homes, Inc.

Ledgewood BARBER SHOP
	 Established 1969
	17100 ROYALTON ROAD
	 STRONGSVILLE

www.LedgewoodBarberShop.com
440-238-5105

Mon & Thur: 8am-8pm
Tues, Wed & Fri: 8am-6pm
Saturday: 8am-5pm
Closed Sunday

Being partBeing part of the  of the neighborhood means caring about its parishioners.neighborhood means caring about its parishioners.
We’ve watched this area and its families grow together; so it’s only natural that we feel close to the 

people that made our community the place it is today. We treat all of the families we serve as if they 
made our town what it is today, because after all, they did.

Parishioners

330.273.7300
Cosmetic General DentistryCosmetic General Dentistry

443 PEARL RD. • BRUNSWICK 
www.DrLisaElias.com

	 Family Owned & Operated for Over 105 Years!
	 Pre-arrangements 
	 Traditional Funerals • Cremations
	 4772 Pearl Road, Cleveland • 216-741-6661
	 7327 Pearl Road, Middleburg Heights • 440-243-6111www.tomonfh.com

330.225.9121
4426 Homestead Dr., Brunswick, OH 44212
	 www.pearlviewcarecenter.com

LET OUR FAMILY CARE FOR YOUR FAMILY
“EARLY RISER” Breakfast Specials

3 MEALS TO CHOOSE from just $1.99
Dine-in only. With bev. purchase

Senior Specials 5-9pm
8 ENTREES TO CHOOSE just $8.99

include potato, vegetable, cup of soup, trip to salad bar & roll

LUNCH Specials 12 SANDWICHES TO CHOOSE 
just $6.99

ALL INCLUDED CUP OF SOUP & TRIP TO SALAD BAR15315 PEARL RD., STRONGSVILLE
440-572-3111	 gourmedeli.com

Sun 6:30am-3pm, Mon-Fri 7am-9pm, Sat 6:30am-9pm

Funeral Home, Inc.
Three Generations of Personal Care

5680 Pearl Rd.
440-884-5035

Tom Zabor, Kurt Zabor 
Justin Zabor, Parishioner

Directors
Cassie Zabor ~ Grief Management

www.ZaborFH.com

Rego’s Neighborhood Market
19600 West 130th St., Strongsville • 440-878-9466

Because
 every life
  deserves a
    beautiful
 remembrance

Louis D.
Ripepi, Jr.

5762 PEARL RD.
440-888-0800
www.ripepi.com

	 •	 Family Owned and
      Operated Since 1948
	 •	 Pre-Need and
     Irrevocable Trusts
	 •	 Community Rm. avail.
	 •	 Cremation Service

FUNERAL HOME

Strongsville • 18737 Royalton Rd.

440-846-2313
donramon-granfiestamex.com

	
          EUROPEAN’S BEST

	 Restaurant And Bakery
Open Daily at 7am

Breakfast & Lunch • Check Out Our Bakery!
19608 West 130th St. • Strongsville

BREAKFAST SPECIALS 7 DAYS A WEEK
440-572-0600

	NEO Sale Team, Commercial and Residential Real Estate 

	 440-342-5766
	 tresaklein@gmail.com • tresaklein.com
	 facebook.com/realtortresa/

I understand that buying or selling your home will be one of the most important financial decisions you will 
make in your lifetime.  I also understand the stress that is often associated with buying or selling. For this 

reason I maintain the philosophy that clients are not just customers, but rather, partners.

Serving the families of Strongsville, North Royalton, and surrounding areas! Give me a call today!  I look 
forward to the opportunity to work with you!

Tresa Klein, Realtor

OPEN DAILY
6:30a-3p• BREAKFAST 

• BRUNCH 
• LUNCH Private Parties

Rehearsal Dinners • Baptisms
First Communions • Graduations

16726 Pearl Rd.
Strongsville

440-238-4143

26435 
Great Northern 

Shopping Center
North Olmsted
440-360-7111

440.748.6100
VICHVAC.COM

Committed to 
Your Comfort

This 
Space 

is 
Available

DUNCAN
CHIROPRACTIC

16622 Pearl Road
Strongsville, OH 44136

440-238-0106

Bring your family
to our family

(440) 508-4566
NEW PATIENT SPECIAL!

Comprehensive evaluation
and Bitewing x-rays

for $99

	 BUTLER
	 FAMILY
	 DENTISTRY
Leah M. Butler, DDS
16000 Pearl Rd., Suite 217
Across from Giant Eagle Market District

(440) 238-4456
LeahButlerDDS.com


