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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021

THE HOLY FAMILY
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He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them; and his mother kept all these things in her
heart. And Jesus advanced in wisdom and age and favor
before God and man. - Lk 2:51-52

Excerpts fram the Lectionary for Mass 2007, 1998, 1970 CCD.




WEEKLY PRAYER

READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2021

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1)/Cal 3:12-21 or 3:12-
17/Lk 2:41-52 or 1 5m 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 3-10 [cf.
5al/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52

1]n 1:1-4/Ps §7:1-2, 5-6, 11-12[12])/In 20013, 2-8
1n 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, Tb-8 [[¥Mt 21318
1Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6 [11a)/Lk 2:22-35
1In 212-17/Ps 96:7-8a, Bb-9, 10 [11al/Lk 2:36-40
1n 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11aln 1:1-18
Nm 8:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
lay: |s 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/

Mt 2:1-12

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 26, 2021

Sunday: The Holy Family
Monday: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist
Tuesday: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs

Wednesday: 5t Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr
Friday: St. Sylvester |, Pope; New Year's Eve

Saturday: MNew Year’s Day; Mary, The Holy Mother of God;
World Day of Peace

Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord; Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory
Mazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church

LIVE THE LITURGY
Inspiration for the week

|t was the best of times and it was the worst of times. Our families can bring out
the best and the worst in us. This is true of our families of origin, the current
family of which we are a part, the family of our church, our society, and the like. In
all of our family experiences, what stands out as our most challenging memory?
Everything human can be found on the pages of family life. But there is also a
Divine story to be discovered as well. When life gets difficult and perplexing,
today’s Feast of the Holy Family stands to remind us that it is not just by human
effort that we tread treacherous waters. We have to remember and learn from
the Divine effort too. We need this perspective if our love lessons are going to
be learned completely and well. We are all works in progress and we all come
from homes that are broken by imperfection. In whatever life brings us and in
whatever family we find ourselves, may the promptings we feel toward faith and
hope lead us to greater love.

ST. STEPHEN

FEAST DAY
DECEMBI

SAINT OF THE WEEK

The Acts of the Aposties tells the story of S
Stephen, the first Christian martyr. A man
filled with grace and power, he worked
greatwonders among the people, Some
Jews debated with St Stephen but could
not match his wisdom and spirit. Eventually,
a charge of blasphermy was brought up
against him, and the local population
demanded that he be tried and sentenced.
He was seized and carried before the
Sanhedrin.

Despite the danger he faced, in front of the
Sanhedrin and his accusers, St Stephen
gave a long speech about the history of
Israel and the blessings that God had given
upan His chosen people. He talked about
how Israel had become disobedient despite
God's abundant mercy. This enraged his
accusers, and eventually the crowd dragged
him out of the city and staned him to death,

Even in his final moments, St Stephen
displayed greal forgiveness and even asked
God not to held the sins of his attackers
against them. Hundreds of years after his
death, he i still a robe model for us to follow.
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FIRST READING

“| prayed for this child, and the LORD
granted my request,
Now |, in turn, give him to the LORD;
as long as he lives, he shall be
dedicated to the LORD."
{15m 1:27-28)

i

PSALM
Blessed are they who dwell in your

house, © Lord. (Ps 84)

__g._

SECOND READING
See what love the Father has
bestowed on us
that we may be called the children
of God.
And sowe are. (1 )n 3:1)

-

GOSPEL
After three days they found him in
the temple,
sitting in the midst of the teachers,
listening to them and asking them
questions. (Lk 2:46)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Maoss ©.2007,
1898 1970 000, The English translation of Psolm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass € 7969, 1987,
1957, Internationol Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. Al rights reserved,
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION

} Uﬂfﬂldlﬂg
Story
Of Love

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not only of our families
of origin, the current family of which we are a part, the family of our Church, our
society, and our global family as well. Everything human can be found in family
staries. Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving sucresses as well as painful
spirit-robbing abuses. Our greatest joys and our greatest wounds are usually
connected with the experience of family. Our needs, experiences, and unresolved
baggage often color what we bring to our familiar relationships. They contribute

to our level of defensiveness, how guarded and protected we become, and what
prejudices we believe.

In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we have to remember that it is not only
by human effort that we negotiate the difficult and challenging events of our lives,
There is a Divine Effort at work as well, For sure, the human effort can create
guite a mess and easily destroy lives. This is true of any family with which we are
associated. Today's Feast of the Holy Family serves to help us understand that
there is a Divine Story being told as well. It is a story of perseverance in the face of
hardship, determination in the face of despair, healing when we see nothing but
wiounds, and light where there is darkness.

Do we believe that God is always working, guiding, restoring, and leading? Unless we
do, we will never be free from the imperfections and wounds that bind us and never
be able to understand what it really means to forgive. Pope Francis tells us that the
“light which comes from the Holy Family encourages us to offer human warmth to
other families." While this is most certainly true, we can only really begin to do this
when we realize that we are still works in progress, not anchored to the wounds and
sins of our past, and still a leading star in God's continually unfolding story of love.
The Holy Family persevered and radiated warmth because they knew they were not
alone. We can too.

BLPi



LITURGICAL LIFE

HESPUNDI%%M

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP

Recognize God In Your Ordinary Moments WHY DO WE DO THAT?

All in the Family Catholic Life Explained:

At first glance, we can often find the image of the Blessed Mother, 5t. Joseph and the

Christ Child intimidating — who are we to aspire to that level of discipleship? How could Question:

we ever hope to conform curselves to that maold? Sometimes, it can even be painful — | have been away from the Church for a

perhaps we hail from a broken family or struggle with a broken relationship within our
family, or perhaps we long to be a mother or a father ourselves and that state in life has
eluded us.

few years and really want to get active
again, nat so much for me, but for my
children. [s this a bad reason to come

But the image of the Holy Family is, in reality, a beautiful invitation to us all, no matter back to Church?
our vocation or our state in life, and the example of Mary, Joseph and Jesus is rich with Answer:

the symbaolism of stewardship, if you are on your way to the

supermarket, and you are forced to
detour from your usual route because
of road work, does the food you buy

You need not be a biological mother who has carried a child in her womb to be a
mather in spirit, Wha in your world needs you to love them with the heart of a mother?

The same goes for fatherhood. The Church and the world are crying out for the taste different? |s the meal less filling?
courageous witness of Christian men like 5t. Joseph. Who can you love with the Are the vegetables less tasty? Of course
steadfast, selfless protection of a father? not. In our faith journey, there are many
detours called sin. Some are greater
Who in your life needs you to love them with the faithful, unconditional love of a son? than others, some are even a bit longer.
Who needs your gentle and constant love as a daughter? But God's grace cames to us in ways we

understand and recognize and need.
We are the Body of Christ, friends. Those of us rejeicing in heaven, those of us suffering Your children leading you back to the

in purgatory, and those of us struggling here on earth. We are the great family. Let us
love each other well.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

Church is not as important as the fact
that you are back.

PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING This is an opportunity for you to renew,
Our parish is grateful for your continued support. Thank you! strengthen, and deepen your faith.

-_— “““\ T — - Regardless of how we get to Church, or
% what draws us closer to God, the fact is
' we are there. Do what you need to do
toget right with God and the Church.
Go to confession, begin good family
religious practices, and be involved in

B

St-ann$ehurch.weéshareonline.org the ministries your parish offers. Be
more than a lukewarm parishioner.

Be the kind of Catholic you want your
/%; 2 children to be.
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Support . LITURGICAJ" LIFE _

Local s QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
Business._

Invite Parishioners to Reflect and Respond to Scripture

First Reading
Hannah, the mother of Samuel, and Samuel’s father are portrayed as parents of desp
prayer and great faith. How would you describe the faith of your mather or father?

shop our Bulletin

H | |ohn teaches us that if we believe in Jesus and love one another, "we may be called children
Adve rtlsers Today T of God.” How do you show gratitude for being part of this holy family?

Luke is the on by Eva ngelist to preserve a story about Jesus fram his youth. In this account,
Mary and Joseph are filled with "great anxiety” as they searched for Jesus who they thought
SUPPORT OUR was lost. How do you seek God's help for the anxious moments in your family?

LOCAL ADVERTISERS

Our advertisers need your help
during these difficult times!

Please show your support for
your parish by also supporting
our advertisers, We wouldn't be
able to bring you our bulletin
every week without them,

and right now they need your
help mare than ever, Please
encourage and remind others
to show their suppaort and shop
local during these hard times!

Not finding [Jesus], they
returned to Jerusalem to
look for him. After three
days they found him in the
temple, sitting in the midst
of the teachers, listening
to them and asking them
questions, and all who heard

him were astounded at
his understanding and his HOLY FAMILY
. (SI1GH) FAMILY GLESS
answers. LIFE'S NOT WHAT
WHATIT IT MEVER

USED T BE. - ] at WAS,

- Lk 2:458-47

Excarpts fror [oF Mass ﬂw_,
22001, LT} ner
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STAFF DIRECTORY

Office Hours M-T: 9a.m-3p.m / F: 9a.m-1p.m

Tel: 919-934-2084 Mass Schedule Wednesday
Fax: 919-934-4639 Daily: Monday- Friday 8:00a.m. 12:10PM English Mass
Sacramental Emergency: Saturday Mass with Anointing of the sick
919-588--9598 4:30PM English Mass is celebrated on the Last Tuesday of
{:’ astor: 7:00PM Spanish Mass . :
r. Peter Grace, CP the Month at 8:00AM Daily Mass

pgrace(@st-annschurch.org Sunday Confession Times

. S 7:00AM English Mass Tuesday
%:)I? l:l(“)grlrllu]‘)lu\ggc:é ‘ICL 8:00AM English Mass 7-00PM — 8:00PM
tduggan@st-annschurch.org 9:30AM Spanish Mass Saturday

. 11:00AM English Mass . A
Deacon: (Ken) Albert Bandiera  EE2RN DY 8]0 B0 Aoy 3:00PM=4:00FM

deaconken@st-annschurch.org 7:00PM-English Mass

Bookkeeping & Accounting MASS INTENTIONS
Coordinator:

svargas@st-annschurch.org

TUESDAY, DEC 28

Communications Coordinator: 8:00a.m - Anointing of the sick
ESEE&T@?&%&S@% org 7:00p.m - Maria de Jesus Galvan
i ' WEDNESDAY, DEC 29

Pastor’s Assistant: 8:00a.m - Mr. & Ms. Charles Mays
gr%??é%tsghefsaghgétjl 20%3 12:10p.m — Blessing for Matt Hand

) ) . o THURSDAY, DEC 31
Ez?elt£$;?atlon Director - 4:00A.M — Vigil Solemnity of the
Maria Guadalupe Villa (Lupe) Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of God.
mvillagl%st-annschurch.org SATURDAY, JAN 01
Ext. 2 10:00a.m — Solemnity of the Blessed
Faith Formation Assistant- Virgin Mary Mother of Go_d.
Catecismo: 4:30p.m — Maureen Cronin
Jenni Gonzalez, Ext. 260 SUNDAY, JAN 02

Jjgonzalez(@st-annschurch.org 11:00a.m — Leonard Ruggiero

Administrative Assistant: 7:00p.m — Richard Migliorato
Karen Hidalgo, Ext. 259
khidalgo@st-annschurch.org

Music Ministries Coordinator:
Allen Herther
aherther@st-annschurch.org

Development Coordinator:
2Dzlgcehn Vega Castaneda, Ext.

dvega@st-annschurch.org
Did you know?:

There are 578 children in
our Faith Formation

Program this year- being
taught by more than 50
catechists!




READ THE
GOSPEL AND

COMPLETE A
PUZZLE!

e i

SHARING THE
GOSPEL

When Jesus traveled to
Jerusalem as a 12-year-
old young man, he felt
completely at home in
the Temple. He enjoyed
talking to the teachers
about his Father in
heaven. His questions
and his answers
showed how much he
loved God.

PRAYER
Dear God, help me
to feel at home in my
church like Jesus did.

MISSION
FOR THE WEEK
Help visitors to your
church feel welcomed.
As a family or as a class,
make cards for visitors,

asking them to come
back.

KIDS ¢ CORNER

P B

———

—_—

Help Mary andjoseph find Jesus

STARTING THE NEW YEAR RIGHT

'RENEWED
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Y S \ I:r oy . \ Pregnant? Scared? Confused?
Parrish Funeral Home, Inc. . Hig h Poin-l- 019-241-7734 Help is available
= In His Hands Pregnancy Support Center
wy 42 West 13 Dail Street, Smithfield, NC 27677
Underwood Funeral Home AUD I G I-DG"lCAL Clayton, N é 27520 919-989-9897 - inhishandspsc.org
P Free P Testing with Limited Ult d
(Smithfield, NC) I'\-. Dr Mellssa Palmer Audlologlst Y e feggz;%eﬁfjﬂ::,cg,m;,-,,g rasoun
N i diibidiod s Scaidibisiiiitat¥ |  ww.hpaudiological.com e clayton @hpaudiological.com Rty o ot
Drs. James & Amy Salter
Drs. Darren & Allison Hillburn
Dr. Aimee Haswell
Howard Manning, Owner/Chef A 100 Butternut Lane, Clayton
e R S Prowdlng' Ey ecar.e il’or (Corner of Highway 42 West & Butternut) www.DulLacWealthServices.com
;11311111115;501111 a com : the Entlre Famlly. (91 9) 550-2464 (9 ] 9) 468-3783
Nobodyv’s Mulligan Secuies offered through LPL Financial. Member FINRA/SIPC,
B NEUSE RIVER e e
The prototypical standard of Christian literature .
has experienced a power-filled reset. S E P T I C LL C
“Brian Holt takes the virtues of faith to a whole new level” 919.434.9776 SEPTIC
When the smoke clears, no one is unscathed. Not even you... 919.345.5766 PUMPING
Expect to be moved. (ESPAROL) PARISHIONER
Find it on Amazon, Barnes & Noble, iTunes " A
www.authorbrianholt.com « Brian Holt - Clayton, N.C. resident www.nheuseriverseptic.com
L 1 . - ; ADT-Monitored Home Security -
Gt 24-Four Protection From a Mame You Can Truss

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

Ay | Mtherieed | @ o fostraats 1-85 5_22 5-4251

826 S. 3rd St., Smithfield, NC 27577
Phone: (919) 934-4240 « Fax: (919) 934-3387
ORGULLOSO DE SERVIR A NUESTRA COMUNIDAD LATINA
CON LA MEJOR CALIDAD, VARIEDAD Y PRECIOS.

Tarjeta de EBT (Cupones) - Tarjetas de Creditgsc-e’IPatr?::azsz;e Debito « Cheques Personales - Cambiamos AD"E H." SE H E RE N UW!

Cheques de Compania (Gratis) Con su Compra - Cheques de WIC

AJ Tsakanikas Contact Scott Messner to place an ad today!
Residential Real Estate Advisor smessner@4lpi.com or (863) 875-1101

Member of
wights of | 843-480-8700
Columbus | albert@esprealtors.com
1480 Chapel Ridge Rd, Ste 100, Apex, NC 27502

www.ajrealtync.com

Ei [E) @ajrealtync

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!
WE'RE HIRING

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION,

* Fald Training

Quinceaiieras - Weddings - Birthday Parties

* Some -I.-.I'J'r'l

* Work-Life Balance

* Full-Time with Benefits

« Serye Your Commmunity

Pj Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpl.com/careers

Reserve Now - Selma Parks and Recreation

CIVIC CENTER 919-975-1411

2-D-4-2 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 14-0182



