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“To the wrong person, you will never have any value. To the right person, you mean everything.”

My initial intention was to open this farewell article by dropping some names and sharing with you some of the quotes
taken from the “love infused” letters written on me and to me over the past nine years by the few unhappy and vicious
individuals whose parish “I have stolen” as I was once told. I decided not to give in to that temptation and come across as
vengeful. Instead, I chose to continue on with this article in a completely different direction and begin it with the quote
above taken from my all time favorite movie: God Is Not Dead.

I have chosen this specific quote as it describes my feelings perfectly at the end of my nine years here. I leave the
interpretation of this quote and my last statement up to you. But as you come up with your own interpretation and
conclusion, here are some indisputable facts to consider: The parish is in a completely different place in all respects,
than when I inherited it in 2011. (For better or worse, you decide for yourself.) On my end, I am truly happy and proud
to be able to leave the parish in this “new place” and thus give my successor, Fr. Robert Johnson “a gift, that hopefully will
keep on giving” and a foundation on which he will be able to build and grow the parish moving forward. 





To be specific, and for the sake of total clarity, I am leaving behind:
á A congregation that is smaller (size wise), but stronger and deeper in faith and spirit. 
á A parish that reorganized according to the guidelines issued by the Archdiocese with restructured ministries,
commissions, and committees looking forward to embrace fully the next stage of the Unleashing the Gospel Initiative.
á A parish that is fully Catholic in every aspect which no longer operates based on the Congregationalist model and/or
Protestant theology.
á A parish where all the local and universal norms, guidelines, and laws (Canonical and Liturgical) have been fully
implemented; 
á A parish, where the content of what is preached from the pulpit, as well as what is being taught to the children and
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Sunday, June 23
Florence Miller……………….................…..died 1985
Irene Robbins…………………...…….….....died 1996
Lucy Deon………………………………......died 2000
Monday June 24
Marie Ella Forgette…………………….…....died 1990
Lawrence Morin……………………………..died 1993
Tuesday, June 25
Richard Silvani……………………….......…died 2007
Deanna Kaminski………………...………....died 2007
Wednesday, June 26
Emma Jones…………………..……………..died 1999
Cynthia Barnes………………………...…....died 2014
Thursday, June 27
Albert LaPlante……………………….…......died 1989
William Bankovich……………….……........died 1995
David Krause………………………….….....died 2000
Helen Smith…………………………….…...died 2000
Charles Marshall……………..…………… ..died 2008
Friday, June 28
Joshua Martin…………………………….….died 1981
William Ragen Jr.………………………...…died 1987
Clara Jo Devlin…………………………...…died 1992
Celeste Brown…………………………….....died 1997
John Kolb…………………………………....died 2002
Mary Stankovich………………………….....died 2005
Gloria Woolum……………………………...died 2012
Saturday, June 29
Richard Barr………………………………...died 1982
Inez Piipo…………………………………....died 2001
Elizabeth Piwowarski……………………….died 2007

Prayer List for Service Men & Women
Please pray for the men and women serving in our armed
forces around the world.




Lord God, Almighty Father, creator of mankind and author of
peace, as we are ever mindful of the cost paid for the liberty we
possess, we ask you to bless the members of our armed forces.
Give them courage, hope and strength. May they ever experience
your firm support, gentle love and compassionate healing. Be

Yvonne Alexander
Judy Allain
Hannah and Cailey
Anderson 
Gerald Armstrong
Bercaw Family
Mike Brady
Dan Budz
James Butcko
Joseph M. Butcko
Joseph W. Butcko
Joyce Butcko
Mae Alice Butcko
Ethel Carroll
Lisa Colson
Dawn Dick
Emma Escobedo
Donald Ferris
Jacob Fleming
Christine Fry
Irean G.
Rose G.
Daniel, Alamar , &
Ernesto Garcia

Jonathan Gentis
Nick Godlewski
Diane Higgins
Hannah Miller
Ed Kalacki
M. Keller
Barb King
Audrey Laudner
Nancy Mioczynski 
Josie Mocny
Paula Pelto
Linda Pemberton
Tom Pemberton
Kevin Prezibenda
Zachary Pepper and
family
L. Robinson
S. Robinson
Don & Peggy
Rogowski
Larry S.
Ray & Sylvia Saenz 
Shaw Family
Han Sokolowski

Shelly Sokolowski
Lynn and Christian
Soronsen 
Jose Tabarez
Delores Thompson
Tosha Thompson
Ronn Touchstone
Philip John Vallar
Patrick Witherow
Amy Zeniewcz
Lorraine Zeniewcz


Lord, you are Holy above all others, and all of the strength that I
need is in your hands. I am not asking, Lord, that you take this trial
away. Instead, I simply ask that Your will be done in my life.
Whatever that means, that is what I want.
But I admit that it's hard, Lord.Sometimes I feel like I can't go on.
The pain and the fear are too much for me, and I know that I don't
have the strength on my own to get through this.I know that I can
come to you, Jesus, and that you will hear my prayer. I know that it
is not your intent to bring me to this point just to leave me in the
wilderness alone.
Please, Lord, give me the strength that I need to face today. I don't
have to worry about tomorrow.If you just give me the strength that
I need today that is all I need. Keep me from sinning during this
trial. Instead, help me to keep my eyes on you. You are the Holy
Lord, and all of my hope rests in you. Thank you for hearing my
prayer.In Jesus' name. Amen. 

Help For Those Who Hurt

For over 30 years, Archway Counseling has been providing
confidential, compassionate counseling at church and
community sites across metropolitan Detroit. Our
distinguished roster of professionals are master's and
doctoral level specialists experienced in dealing with all life
 and death  issues in a spiritually respectful and
empowering way. 


Archway professional Barbara FroehlichStapleton is on
site at Our Lady of the Woods. To find out more about her
confidential counseling, call 3133810748 or 
www.atherapy.com.
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Erika AntanovichE3 (US Air Force)
Cpt. Andrew Compean (US Army)
2d Lt. Jeremy Gomez (US Air Force)
1st Lt. Brandon Marquette (US Marine)
MA3 Adam Strachan
Spec. Nicole Kimberlin (US Army)



JUNE 23, 2019

LUCKY DUCK RAFFLE & CHICKEN
DINNER SOCIAL RESULTS ARE IN
Thank You!

While You Are Here…

We could use your help at Mass! In the last couple of
weeks, we have been short on Lectors, Extraordinary
Ministers of the Eucharist, Altar Servers, and Media
Operators. This summer, one of Lectors/Commentators and
one of our Media Operators will be moving on to college.
While we wish them all the best, it will create a need for
someone to take their place.

Since you’re coming to Mass anyways, why not share your
time & talents with our Parish Family? You can choose to
help on a schedule that works for you, especially if you do
not always come to the same Mass.

Simply complete the form below to show your interest in
one, or more, of these ministries. Return the form below in
the offertory collection or at the Parish Office.

Training will be provided for any ministry that you are
interested in sharing your time & talents. If you have any
questions, feel free to ask Jason, email him at
jbuckley@olow.org, or call him at 7346715101 x105. 

We are looking forward to hearing from you & thank you in
advance for your prayerful consideration. After all, we
cannot do this without you. 

Thank you one and all for a very successful fundraising
event for our Parish. The efforts of so many very dedicated
people made it all possible. In no particular order of
importance, we are grateful for the Sponsors who helped
underwrite the expenses of this event with cash donations,
the 24 Basket Donors who provided an amazing display of
raffle items, gift card donors and prize and game sponsors
who made the event fun for our young parish members
providing a backpacks filled with activities and treats for
Ages 12 and Under, and MinutetoWinit games and
prizes for the teens who participated.

A very special thanks to all those who came to volunteer on
Saturday and Sunday, preparing the Social Hall, Food and
Activities for all to enjoy. We counted a list of 54 people
who signed in as volunteers, and that is amazing for this
modest fundraising event. A truly heartfelt thanks to Fr.
Andrew for his total support throughout the planning
months of this event, and most especially to this year’s
planning committee: Rose & Rich Grudzinski, Tom & Bev
Kauza, Cindy Leito & Joe Razmek, Bridget & Pat Nickels,
Tom & Sue Nonnenmacher, Greg & Diane Ochoa, Sean
and Andy Piggott, Dave & Linda VanWoerkom, Leo &
Jane Wagatha and , Kathy Watroba. They are amazing
dedicated people and fun to work with.

Last, but not least, thank you to all who made the effort to
buy or sell their raffle tickets, and to all who attended the
social or supported and promoted this event in one way or
another. It all adds up to a community effort and that is
what counts the most. Our overall net proceeds for this
year’s raffle and chicken dinner social stands at $23,137.00.
Indeed, that’s no “Chicken Feed” so thank you once again,
and God Bless you all for everything you did, large or
small. 
Thank You Event Sponsors
Knights of Columbus Council #3516, Trenton
And Generous Sponsor wishing to remain Anonymous 


Name: _________________________________________

Phone: ( ________ ) _________  ___________________

Email: _________________________________________

I am interested in helping out in the following area(s):


[ ] Altar Server


[ ] Media Operator

[ ] Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist


[ ] Commentator

[ ] Lector 

[ ] Usher

[ ] Music (musician, singer, etc)

[ ] Sacristan

[ ] Church Decorator






Did we forget something? Do you see another need?


[ ] Other: _______________________________________





I attend Mass at
(check all that apply):

A BIG THANK YOU to all the people who  donated,
baked, volunteered and participated in the Cake Walk this
year.  We are truly blessed and could not have done it
without all of your help. You made it another successful
event. 



[ ] 4 PM


[ ] 9AM




[ ] 11 AM

Thank you and God Bless, Jeanie Lambrix 
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Tuesday, June 25
9:00am No Mass Intentions

Friday, June 28
9:00am No Mass Intentions

Saturday, June 29
4:00pm
Ron Curry
req.by O.L.O.W. Choir
The Garcia family
req.by Enrique and family

Sunday, June 30
9:00am
Vince and Nina Badalamenti
req.by family
Ron Curry
req.by the Scanland family


11:00am Jim Moenaert
req.by Dee Lassen
Kyle Paquette
req.by Sharon Rekuc

June 29 & 30

4:00 PM

9:00 AM

11:00 AM

Greeter &
Prayers of the
Faithful

Paige P.

Steve O.

Yvonne B.

Lector(s)

Joyce B.
Pat B.

Pam W.
Rose G.

Caitlyn D.

Altar 
Server(s)

Ushers

Counting
Team

Altar Servers may continue to sign up to
serve using Sign Up Genius.
Vieceli
Madigan
Nowicki
Potestato
Reno
Traill

Homminga
Gdowski
Borys
Ferguson
Hurley
LeBoeuf
Ochoa
Young

T. Lewczynski
M. Stockman
I. Lewczynski
J. Ciolino
J. Denno
J. Razmek

July 1YELLOW

Bulletin Information

Requests to have information put in the parish bulletin
must be sent to bulletin@olow.org one week prior to
publication and are subject review and/or modification.

Observances

Sunday: The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
Monday: The Nativity of St. John the Baptist
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday: St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bishop & Doctor of 
 
the Church
Friday: 
The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
Saturday: Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles
Next Sunday: 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

"Blood is poured and flesh is broken, yet in either
wondrous token Christ entire we know to be." 
 Lauda Sion 

Readings for the Week

Sunday: Gn 14:1820/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/1 Cor
11:2326/Lk 9:11b17
Monday: Is 49:16/Ps 139:1b3, 1314ab, 1415 [14]/
Acts 13:2226/Lk 1:5766, 80
Tuesday: Gn 13:2, 518/Ps 15:23a, 3bc4ab, 5 [1b]/
Mt 7:6, 1214
Wednesday: Gn 15:112, 1718/Ps 105:12, 34, 67,
89 [8a]/Mt 7:1520
Thursday: Gn 16:112, 1516 or 16:6b12, 1516/Ps
106:1b2, 34a, 4b5 [1b]/Mt 7:2129
Friday: Ez 34:1116/Ps 23:13a, 3b4, 5, 6 [1]/Rom
5:5b11/Lk 15:37
Saturday: Acts 12:111/Ps 34:23, 45, 67, 89 [5]/2
Tm 4:68, 1718/Mt 16:1319

We, the Roman Catholic faith community of Our Lady of the
Woods, in communion with ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC, and
APOSTOLIC Church and under the patronage of Mary, are
joined together as a people of God. Our mission is to
spread the Gospel and bring people into a relationship with
God and one another through the celebration of the
Sacraments, especially the Holy Eucharist. We live out
Christ’s mission in the world through evangelization,
worship, education, stewardship, and service to the needy.
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The (5) Sequences in the Church: 
A History and Tradition of Sequences 

Source: Matthew. (2017, November 2). A Catholic Life. Retrieved from https://
acatholiclife.blogspot.com/2017/11/the5sequencesinchurchhistoryand.html


What is a Sequence? If you are unfamiliar with the
Traditional (Tridentine) Latin Mass, you may not
know. The sequence is the chanted hymn that is recited
before the proclamation of the Gospel during the
Mass. The Catholic Encyclopedia summarizes:

The Sequence (Sequentia)²or, more accurately as
will be seen further on, the Prose (Prosa)²is the
liturgical hymn of the Mass, in which it occurs on
festivals between the Gradual and the Gospel,
while the hymn, properly so called, belongs to the
Breviary. The Sequence differs also in structure
and melody from the hymn; for whilst all the
strophes of a hymn are always constructed
according to the same metre and rhythm and are
sung to the same melody as the first strophe, it is
the peculiarity of the Sequence, due to its origin,
that (at least in those of the first epoch) each
strophe or pair of strophes is constructed on a
different plan. A sequence usually begins with an
independent introductory sentence or an Alleluia
(an intonation with its own melody); then follow
several pairs of strophes, each pair with its own
melody; in the earlier periods the conclusion is
uniformly an independent sentence of shorter or
longer form.

The sequence which is used in the Traditional Mass is used
only on five occasions in the 1962 Missal though it used to
be commonplace before the reforms of St. Pius V. The
Book Catholic Music through the Ages: Balancing the
Needs of a Worshipping Churchstates that Sequences were
so plentiful before the reforms of St. Pius V that
nearly every Mass had its own sequence.  Fr. Michael
Wurtz's July 2011 article on Sequences concurs when he
writes, "From the 9th century when sequences first began
to appear and later in the 12th century when they grew in
complexity, hundreds of these hybrid Alleluia verses
hymns were composed and used in the Mass." And
commenting on the work of St. Pius V's reform, Michael
Davies further writes, "[he] expelled the host of long
sequences that crowded the Mass continually, but kept
what are undoubtedly the five best".

In the Missal of Pope St. Pius V from 1570, the many
number of sequences in the Roman Rite was reduced to
only four:
á Victimae paschali laudes for Easter
á Veni Sancte Spiritus for Pentecost
á Lauda Sion Salvatorem for Corpus Christi
á Dies Irae for All Souls and in Masses for the Dead

Nearly 150 years after St. Pius V's changes, the 13th
century Stabat Mater for Our Lady of Sorrows was added

What’s Happening This Week?
Mass, 9 AM & 11 AM
Coffee & Donuts, 10 AM

Monday

St. Vincent dePaul Food Pantry, 10 AM

Tuesday

Morning Mass, 9 AM

Wednesday St. Vincent dePaul Food Pantry, 10 AM
Thursday



Friday

Morning Mass, 9 AM

Saturday

Individual Confession, 3 PM
Mass, 4 PM

Every weekday: Adoration (Adoration Chapel)
MondayWednesday & Friday9 AM  4 PM
Thursday9 AM  8 PM
to this list, bringing the total to the number five. These are
the same five which survive in the 1962 Missal that is used
today in the Traditional Mass.

Also of note however, certain religious orders retain their
own Rite of Mass and the possibility of using other
sequences.
For instance, the Christmas sequence
"Laetabundus," not present in the Roman Missal, is found
in the Dominican Missal. This sequence is permitted for the
Third Mass of Christmas, the Epiphany, and Candlemas.

New Unleash the Gospel website

Do you feel God calling you to go deeper? To encounter
Jesus and let your heart be captured by him? To be in
relationship with Jesus and alignment with his will the
central guiding principle of every aspect of your life?

The new UnleashTheGospel.org website provides
inspiration and resources to encounter Jesus anew, grow
daily as his disciple, and give witness to the power of his
mercy. Read stories from people like you ²striving to live
as joyful missionary disciples ² and be
encouraged to follow in Jesus’ footsteps
and share the Gospel.

Visit UnleashtheGospel.org and follow us
on social media: @UTGDetroit on
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter.

Stories to inspire you. 
Resources to guide you. 
Community to encourage you.
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(Continued from page 1)

adults, in respective programs, reflects fully the authentic Catholic teachings and traditions as given in the official
documents of the church and no longer representing personal beliefs, views, or interpretations.
á A parish where the reverence for the Eucharist has been restored to about 85%. 
á A parish with a strong Evangelization commission.
á A parish in a revitalized financial condition with a healthy savings account and a balanced operating budget. All the
bills are fully paid, no debt of any kind, and many major projects and improvements have been completed over the past
nine years. 

Some of the projects that we have completed together include: partial roof replacement on the church building, rebuilding
the entire entrance and exit path to the main parking lot, numerous fixes to and updates of the parking lot, extensive cement
work around the entire property, sound system replacement in the church, significant upgrades to the security systems
around the property, numerous technological upgrades including new computers for the parish offices, new smart big screen
TV’s for the social hall, youth room, conference room, and all Faith Formation classrooms and new Bluray players for all
those areas, new HVAC control system in Faith Formation portion of the building, painting and carpeting of the Faith
Formation area, painting of the parish social hall and all offices, remodeling and updating the Adoration Chapel, fixing and
updating the rectory, creating a handicap section in the church with the padded and easily accessible pews, purchasing a new
commercial lawn mower, and, of course the most recent roof replacement on the entire administrative building.

As I said earlier, we have done many more things, but space limitation does not allow me to write the entire list. My point
here is not to blow my own horn as the ministry has never been and hopefully never will be about me, but simply to show
you how much has actually been done while repaying the hundreds of thousands of dollars of debt that the parish still had in
2011, which was to be fully paid by 2009. In addition to these physical projects, we were able to invest a substantial
amount of money into various Bible Study and Adult Faith Formation programs and speakers. 

None of that would be possible without some very difficult decisions I had to make, including highly unpopular cuts and
money saving measures I had to put in place right from the beginning. But more importantly, none of that would have been
achieved without your generous, should I say, sacrificial support and help of those of you who really wanted to see this
parish succeed. 

For this support of the parish and for your involvement, as well as for all the personal, emotional and spiritual
support, and encouragement that have been offered to me by many of you over the past nine years, and most recently
after I announced my decision to leave Our Lady of the Woods, I am truly and profoundly grateful. 

God chooses different tools to accomplish His work and I happened to be one of those tools used during a specific period in
the history of this parish. God also offers different paths on which we discover or rediscover His presence, His grace, His
mercy, and His love. I have experienced it all. As difficult and as frustrating as some moments of this nine year journey
have been for me, I have also been tremendously blessed during that time and led to a deeper spiritual, intellectual, and
personal growth. 

In one of my first homilies in 2011, after it became obvious to me what I would be dealing with, I stated with a firm
conviction that “If what’s ahead of us is of God, God will make it happen. And the parish will survive it and the powers of
hell will not prevail and overcome it.”

Today, as I am saying my final goodbye and “thank you” to my wonderful staff, to the new friends I have made while here,
to the young people whom I had the pleasure and privilege to catechizing and leading along the spiritual path, to the families
and individuals who allowed me to get to know them more indepth and whose goodness, holiness, generosity and zeal for
their faith have challenged and changed my personal life forever, and to all of you who have chosen to help me to build
and grow this parish as opposed to simply obstructing and destroying, to all of you I repeat that statement from eight years
with even greater conviction: “Be not afraid to stand the ground. The power of God and the power of good are much greater
than even the strongest, most humbling, humiliating, and discouraging attacks of evil.”

Sadly, evil can and often does wear the mask of a friend. And yes, lies and slander repeated often enough have the potential
of becoming the truth at least for some people and in some groups. And yet in the end the real truth defends itself, and as
Jesus said: “You will know the truth and the truth will set you free.”

Blessings and Peace to all of you. Yours in Christ, Fr. A
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Reflections On The Word of the Lord
First Reading

LIVE THE LITURGY  INSPIRATION FOR
THE WEEK

Abraham and Melchizedek celebrate a meal of thanksgiving
to God for victory over their enemies. This is the Bible's
first recorded meal of bread and wine. How do you think
this prefigures the Last Supper meal? 

How can we ever succeed at truly loving God and our
neighbor and fully embrace Gospel living? Achieving this
goal without an intimate connection with Christ is
impossible. The Eucharist, the Body and Blood of Christ,
connects us with God in a unique and most intimate way.
His very life and presence is wedded with ours. Being
forgiven and nourished, we are given the strength and
conviction to pick up our wounded and broken lives and be
living heralds of Good News. Our world is broken and
needs authentic, living witnesses to bring it back to truth.
Nourished by the Body and Blood of Christ, are you ready
to be sent? 



Second Reading

In today's reading, Paul preserves for us the New
Testament's earliest attestation of Jesus's institution of the
Eucharist at the Last Supper. What does this say about the
importance of the Eucharist for the first generation of
believers? 


Gospel Meditation

"They all ate and were satisfied." Why read the miracle of
the multiplication of the loaves this Sunday? Here we see
the mystery of our physical and spiritual realities
intermingling. Too often, they can feel separate. When we
go to Mass, how often we appear more ordinarily human
rather than stretching toward the divine.

Perhaps our experience of the Eucharist is fairly mundane.
We notice when a new sacramental wine has been selected.
We feel the varying textures of the host and wonder if
they'll ever bring back the one that tasted distinctly like
wheat. As we shuffle up to the front and stride back to our
pew, we notice the looks on people's faces and the clothes
on their backs. We get distracted by the crying child, the
man blowing his nose, and the mechanical sound of the air
conditioner kicking in. How human we are, how earth
bound, how material!

And how good God is for entering into these selfsame
realities. How good God is for proclaiming "the kingdom of
God," for "heal[ing] those who needed to be cured," for
having mercy on a tired and hungry crowd. How many of
the crowd noticed what had been done for them? Did they
realize their dinner was a miracle? How often do we miss
the deeper reality of the Eucharist? Even if in the moment
of receiving Communion we don't experience radical
ecstasy and don't feel any different, there is a tangible
reality to cling to. Our God loves us enough to become
bread for us, not only to feed us but to be fed upon by us. 

Everyday Stewardship

When I was a child, I can remember stopping by my parish
or another local Catholic church to just spend some time in
prayer before the Holy Eucharist. We didn't have exposition
and adoration much in those days, but we were keenly
aware of the presence of Jesus in the tabernacle. I would
sometimes stare at the lighted candle near it and know that
Jesus was alive.

I had never heard someone speak about a stewardship way
of life back then. If I am honest, the primary message I
heard in those days was along the lines of "We need to be as
good as we are able." Sacrifice was only at Lent, disciples
were people in the Bible, and generosity mostly had to do
with the collection basket and the poor box at the church
entrance. I even went to Catholic schools!

Maybe the message of stewardship was there somewhere
packaged differently, and I just missed it. It wasn't until I
was an adult, and after acquiring two theology degrees, that
I understood both with my head and my heart what a
stewardship way of life really meant. But I look back at
those days, and I realize that the groundwork was laid for
me to understand these things. It was those times before the
Holy Eucharist that I began to understand true sacrifice. It
was at those times that I began to understand how actions
and realities that seem so simple to the human eye can be so
profound. And it was at those times that I began to see true
love knows no bounds.

 Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Eat At Big Bear Lodge & Help OLOW

Our Lady of the Woods Church has an
ongoing fundraiser with the Big Bear
Lodge Restaurant, 25253 Telegraph Rd.
in Brownstown. For every $20 you
spend, Our Lady of the Woods will
receive $3. Funds collected will benefit Our Lady of the
Woods Church. Be sure you take a coupon with you when
you visit Big Bear Lodge. 

Holy Spirit, harmony of God, You who
transform fear into trust and hard
heartedness into gift, come into us! 
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The Eucharist

CLAUDETTE WAGNER
CWAGNER@OLOW.ORG 7346715101 x106

Our Lady of the Woods is seeking individuals who would be willing to
share their faith by serving our community as a catechist or a catechist
assistant.

There are only three requirements:
1. Complete Protecting God’s Children
2. Background Check
3. The desire to learn more about your faith and share it with children.

Opportunities are available for all grade levels. 
If interested, contact Claudette Wagner.
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On feasts such as this, we recall
miracles like the wedding feast at
Cana or the multiplication of the
loaves. Perhaps we remember the
road to Emmaus, when Jesus was
made known "in the breaking of the
bread." In these stories, God satisfies
our hunger in a supernatural way.
But the cry of the human heart goes
much deeper. "Man cannot live on
bread alone," after all. In the
Eucharist,
God's
supernatural
presence takes the form of physical
food. In the absence of physical
nourishment, the body slowly begins
to break down. Without an
intentional pursuit of spiritual
nourishment, our souls will similarly
suffer. Our inner lives need rest and
rejuvenation. We need daily
connection with our Creator. We
need to receive from the One who
feeds us. The radical reality of the
Eucharist speaks to our deeper
aches, to the God who alone
satisfies. 
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WHY DO WE DO THAT?

Born Alive
Abortion
Survivors
Protection
Act 

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Question: 
How do you explain "Real Presence"
to children?


Answer: 
The first Communion class is filled
with excitement to the point of
bursting! They are just awestruck by
every new thing they learn about Jesus. Their enthusiasm is
contagious as they rattle off the names of the things in
church, the vessels and vestments used at Mass, and the
names of their pastors and priests. Of course, they know
Christ can do anything because he's God. He comes to us in
holy Communion because he loves us so much that he
wants to be with us. And he comes to us in the form of
bread and wine. We really receive him in the Eucharist.
Sometimes it is easier to explain this to children than to
adults. Their faith and trust in Jesus is not limited by the
questions and doubts that often come with the question of
how he does it. Rather, they focus on the question "why,"
and the answer is something they can easily grasp: love.
Christ wants to be with us because he loves us. Nothing is
purer in truth or in faith. Not even the theological
explanation of transubstantiation, or philosophical
reasoning or symbolic references, come close. Christ takes
on the form of bread and wine to be simple and
approachable, so that no one is afraid or turned away. His
love for us is complete and total. We try to love him the
same way in return. For a child, it is simple. For us adults,
we keep trying. "Unless you turn and become like children,
you will not enter the kingdom of heaven" (Mt 18:3). 

We Need You!

Online Giving



TELL
CONGRESS
“ENOUGH”
Our U.S. 
Representatives 
within the 
Archdiocese
of
Detroit,
Haley
Stevens (D) and
Elissa Slotkin (D) need to hear from you. Sometimes,
babies are born alive during an attempted abortion. Some
of these babies are then left alone to die, or even killed. We
need stronger laws to protect babies like these from
infanticide. 

Please contact Representatives Haley Stevens and Elissa
Slotkin and ask them to sign the discharge petition for the
Born Alive Abortion Survivors Protection Act. 

Text ALIVE to 50457 or visit www.babiesbornalive.com
to send your message quickly.

The Ushers Group is looking for new members.
Requirements are that you have made your confirmation,
are 18 years old, and a member of Our Lady of the Woods.
We are also looking for junior members, 1517 years old
who will serve with ushers.

Did you know that Our Lady of the Woods offers the
option of making your weekly offering to God via an safe,
secure online portal? 

You can help Our Lady of the Woods save on expenses and
avoid the cost of envelopes and the tedious task of writing a
check or finding the cash to include in your envelope. By
the way, where is that envelope?

Simply visit www.olow.org/AutomaticContributions and
you will be taken to the site that we have partnered with to
ensure that your personal information is secure.

If your bank/credit union offers online bill pay, you can
setup Our Lady of the Woods as a payee and they will mail
us a check weekly or on a schedule that you designate.
Make sure to include your envelope number if you do this!

For more information, visit our website or email Jason at
jbuckley@olow.org. Thank you & God bless!

Contact any usher after Mass, Stan Rogers
sprogers65@gmail.com,
or
Steve
Reno
sbreno5@yahoo.com. 

Report Abuse of Minors and Others by
Clergy

The Archdiocese of Detroit encourages individuals to report
clergy sexual abuse of minors and others ±no matter when
the abuse occurred. Individuals may contact local law
enforcement authorities and/or they may report to the
Archdiocese of Detroit by calling the Victim Assistance
Coordinator at (866) 3438055 or by emailing
vac@aod.org. In addition, the Michigan Attorney General’s
Office can be contacted at its tollfree reporting hotline at
(844) 3243374 (Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.)
or by email at aginvestigations@michigan.gov.
More information about the Archdiocese’s efforts to
address abuse may be found at protect.aod.org.
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OUR LADY OF THE WOODS

Our Lady of the Woods Catholic Church
21892 Gudith Road • Woodhaven, MI 48183
phone 734 6715101 • fax 7346712901 
www.olow.org | www.facebook.com/olowchurch


Office Hours: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (Mon  Fri)
(Closed from 12:00 to 1:00 pm for lunch)


Pastor
Father Andrew Czarnecki7346715101 x107
 fathera@olow.org
Deacon Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Thomas Murphy7343793114
 

Director of Religious Education

Claudette Wagner7346715101 x106
 cwagner@olow.org
Music Ministry
Bob Amore7346715101 x103
 ramore@olow.org
Parish Bookkeeper 
Patty Baringer7346715101 x104
 pbaringer@olow.org
Parish Front Desk/Sacramental Records
Rebecca (“Becky”) Gonzalez7346715101 x100
 rgonzalez@olow.org
Database/Bulletin/Website/Church Media/Faith 
 Formation Assistant
Jason Buckley7346715101 x105
 jbuckley@olow.org
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Jeanie MorganLambrix7346715101 x113
Maintenance
 Vince Glod7346715101 x111
 vglod@olow.org
Vito Scalise, Custodian

Electronic Offertory

Are you interested in making your contributions
electronically, securely, & online? Our Lady of the
Woods offers electronic contributions for your
convenience. Simply visit:
www.olow.org/AutomaticContributions

WOODHAVEN, MI
Mass, Confession, Adoration 
and Sacramental Information
Weekend Liturgies
Saturday4:00 PM
Sunday9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Private Confession
Saturday33:30 PM or by appointment
Weekday Liturgies
Tuesday and Friday9:00 AM
Baptisms
Parents meet with Father Andrew. 
Call 7346715101 x107 for details and to set up
appointments.
Weddings
One member of the engaged couple must be a
participating registered member of OLOW at least
one year before wedding date. Call the office during
business hours to make an appointment.
Funerals
Family members should contact the parish office for
an appointment to make final arrangements at 734
6715101.
Want to be a Catholic?
Claudette Wagner7346715101 x106
Homebound Communion
 Father Andrew7346715101 x107
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
 Monday  Wednesday, & Friday9 AM4 PM
 Thursday9 AM8 PM

Parish Pastoral Council Members
 Fr. Andrew²Pastor
 Al Cotto²Chairperson
 Heather Klindt²Parish Council Secretary
 Daniel Hyman
 Thomas Nonnenmacher²Vice Chairperson
 John Barkley
 Binnie Traill²Vicariate Representative
 Peter Caldwell

Parish Finance Council Members
 Fr. Andrew²Pastor
 Dale Roman²President
 Jerry LeBoeuf 
 Jim Strachan
 Michelle Jesue
 Julius D’sa


Through the gratuitous support of our advertisers, The Branch, 
as we know it, is possible. Please support those who support us.

Woodhaven

(734) 676-2200
Serving Southeastern
Michigan for 75 Years!

TRENTON
ALLEN PARK

Brownstown
Ecorse
18925 Telegraph
3815 W. Jefferson
734-281-3900
313-386-5800
Your Financial Partner for Life
www.communityfocusfcu.org

ROCKWOOD
MONROE

PROTECTION YOU
CAN DEPEND ON
Cheryl Cybulla Savage

Compliments of:

Dearborn Trentwood
Farm Market

KSP Insurance Agency, Inc.

16135 West Rd

1420 Ford Ave., Wyandotte

734-285-5600

(734) 671-1610

www.kspinsurance.com

“A Touch of Glass Florist”

Drs. Jackson, Snider & Parker
CPA P.C.

www.bovitzcpa.com
TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICES
RETIREMENT PLANNING
ELDERCARE ADVISORY SERVICES

Rob Bovitz, CPA, CSA
1651 Kingsway Ct • Trenton • (734) 671-5300

3254 West Rd. • Trenton, MI
Tel (734) 671-0500
Full Service Florist

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
254 West Road • Trenton

Walter & Deborah Boroniec
Owners / Parish Members

734 671-CARE (2273)

RAMIREZ ELECTRIC INC.
Licensed and Insured
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

10% OFF Any Service w/ad

~ 30 Years in Business ~
MARK R. RAMIREZ President
1318 Ford Ave. • Wyandotte

734-282-5823

NURSING
CENTER, INC.

Since 1953

13460 Northline Rd.
Southgate, MI 48195

EXCEPTIONAL HEALTHCARE in a
Comfortable, Friendly, Safe Environment
18500 Van Horn Rd. • Woodhaven
(734) 676-7575 • Fax (734) 692-0039

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

734-285-0110

Mon., Thurs. 10-8
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10-6
Sat. 9-5

ABOVE ALL

www.JabroCarpetOne.com

LIQUOR • FINE WINES • IMPORTED BEERS
JUICE • WATER • SOFT DRINKS

2811 Fort St.
Wyandotte

734-282-3800
www.discountdrinksetc.com

Chimneys • Porches
Roofing • Brick/Block
Siding • Gutters

MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC

NOW Offering Parishioner Discounts!

Patrick Hand

1165 Eureka Road • Wyandotte

SPECIAL 10% OFF

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Fast, Reliable, and Affordable! Call Today!

734-281-4899

www.aboveallmc.com
THIS SPACE IS
Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today!
lburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268

4-D-5-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Turf Doctor

Ask For Mike Bozzo 313-928-5514
Fertilizing - Aeration
Weed & Insect Control-Seed

FREE Estimate

Discounts to Parishioners
www.turfdoctor.biz

14-0188/i

THIS SPACE IS

Nail Garden

OPEN 7 DAYS!

Downriver’s #1Nail Salon, Open Since 2003
YOUR FULL SERVICE ARTIFICIAL & NATURAL NAIL

(734) 676-5800

23760 West Rd. • nailgardenmichigan.com
Nails for Work, Prom, Weddings or Any Occasion • Massages and Waxing

15 Pedi Spas Available • VIP Room for Private Parties

Rony’s Body Shop
Family Owned & Operated Since 1959

11650 Allen Road, Taylor
(between Goddard & Northline)

See us for…

• Auto Body Repair
• Painting - No Job Too Small
• Specialty painting - Detailing for
Special or Classic Cars
• Complete Suspension Work
• Struts, Shocks, Brakes, C.V. Joints

(734) 287-3910
Monday-Friday, 8-6
Parish Member

www.ronysbodyshop.com

Celebrate the life

Cherish the memories.
• Allen Park • Trenton
• Rockwood • Monroe

martenson.com

REAL ESTATE GROUP
Residential • Commercial

Wyandotte: (734) 284-8888
Trenton: (734) 479-6000

www.downriverrealestategroup.com

4-D-5-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0188/o

