

OUR LADY OF THE WOODS

S 15, 2019

FROM OUR HOOD IN THE WOODS 

TWENTYFOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Pope Francis calls them: “…joyful messengers, guardians of the good and the beauty that shines
forth in the faithful life of the missionary disciple…” they “walk from and with Christ” in “a
vocation of service in the Church, which is received as a gift on the part of the Lord and must in turn be
transmitted…” The “THEY” Pope Francis is referring to are the people amongst us known as
“catechists.”

This weekend, our Archdiocese of Detroit celebrates Catechetical Sunday with the theme of
“Encountering the Risen Christ.” On this special weekend, our catechists are formally commissioned
(Continued on page 3)
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Sunday, September 15
Robert Aeben…………………..…..…............died 1985
Edwardo Lauron…………………..……..…...died 1988
Daniel Sliker………………………..…….…..died 1992
Mary Ellen Reeves……………………….…..died 1997
Cynthia Hill…………………………………..died 1998
Sophie Torok………………………..………..died 2005
Joseph Marcissuk…………………..………...died 1999
Monday, September 16
Kathryn Richards………….……….……...…died 2000
Russell Danko………………………...….…..died 1995
Tuesday, September 17
Roger Trine………….….….………...............died 1997
Gerald Wanat……………………….……......died 1999
Lila Yorkley………………………...….…….died 2008
Donald Ring…………………………….…....died 1993
Wednesday, September 18
Rose Mary Thomas……………………...…...died 1997
Agnes Furlong………………………...……..died 1998
Mary Perkowski……………………...……....died 2000
Patsy Older…………………………………...died 2001
Mary Mamo……………………..…………...died 2006
Cecilia Pennebaker…………………………..died 1984
Thursday, September 19
Eunice Van Tiflin…………...…………..........died 1989
Eleanor Sparrow……………….……………..died 2001
Stanley Potok………………………..……….died 2015
Jason Griggs………………………….…........died 1994
Friday, September 20
Santa Vesa Filamore………………………...died 1997
George Sagert………………………..……...died 1997
Saturday, September 21
George Ferraro…………...……………….….died 2009
Maria Borja……….…………...……..……....died 1990

Prayer List for Service Men & Women


Erika AntanovichE3 (US Air Force)
Cpt. Andrew Compean (US Army)
Maj. Eric DuChene (US Marine)
2d Lt. Jeremy Gomez (US Air Force)
1st Lt. Brandon Marquette (US Marine)
MA3 Adam Strachan
Spec. Nicole Kimberlin (US Army)


Ernesto Alamar 
Yvonne Alexander
Demetrius R. Brice
James Butcko
Joseph M. Butcko
Joseph W. Butcko
Joyce Butcko
Mae Alice Butcko
Marie Cassette
Lisa Colson
Dawn Dick
Daniel Garcia
Ernesto Garcia, Jr
Ronald Lipa
Nancy Mioczynski
Josie Mocny
Zachary Pepper and
family
Tom Steed
Jon Sternfels 
Dolores L.
Thompson


Tosha M.
Thompson
Jason Tinsley
Susan Trapp
Philip John Vallar
Aiden Weitzel


Names can be added to the
prayer lists by contacting the
Parish Office, completing the
prayer request form on our
website, or emailing
bulletin@olow.org.

Thank you!

Lord, you are Holy above all others, and all of the strength that I
need is in your hands. I am not asking, Lord, that you take this trial
away. Instead, I simply ask that Your will be done in my life.
Whatever that means, that is what I want.
But I admit that it's hard, Lord.Sometimes I feel like I can't go on.
The pain and the fear are too much for me, and I know that I don't
have the strength on my own to get through this.I know that I can
come to you, Jesus, and that you will hear my prayer. I know that it
is not your intent to bring me to this point just to leave me in the
wilderness alone.
Please, Lord, give me the strength that I need to face today. I don't
have to worry about tomorrow.If you just give me the strength that
I need today that is all I need. Keep me from sinning during this
trial. Instead, help me to keep my eyes on you. You are the Holy
Lord, and all of my hope rests in you. Thank you for hearing my
prayer.In Jesus' name. Amen. 

Help For Those Who Hurt

For over 30 years, Archway Counseling has been providing
confidential, compassionate counseling at church and
community sites across metropolitan Detroit. Our
distinguished roster of professionals are master's and
doctoral level specialists experienced in dealing with all life
 and death  issues in a spiritually respectful and
empowering way. 


Archway professional Barbara FroehlichStapleton is on
site at Our Lady of the Woods. To find out more about her
confidential counseling, call 3133810748 or 
www.atherapy.com.
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Lord God, Almighty Father, creator of mankind and author of
peace, as we are ever mindful of the cost paid for the liberty we
possess, we ask you to bless the members of our armed forces.
Give them courage, hope and strength. May they ever experience
your firm support, gentle love and compassionate healing. Be
their power and protector, leading them from darkness to light.
To you be all glory, honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 
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(Continued from page 1)

for ministry to our parish community at the 11 am Mass to pass on the Catholic
Faith to our families. We also celebrate our parents, grandparents, and guardians
who are the FIRST TEACHERS AND EVANGELIZERS of the faith to our
children and young people by recognizing their most important role in teaching the
faith as our catechists assist them in whatever way possible. Our parish
community is encouraged to pray for these “first evangelizers” of our children,
along with all catechists who dedicate themselves to the mission of helping those
they teach to encounter Jesus and grow in their love for Him.

I, personally, want to thank all of the catechists of our parish who take so much
time, effort and preparation to help assist our parents, grandparents and guardians,
and are a light of Christ for our children and young people to follow. 
Let us as a parish pray fervently for all that are involved in “forming” and
“shepherding” our children and young people, especially as some of them prepare
for First Communion, First Reconciliation and Confirmation. We have much
work to do, much effort to be made, and much to let go of…so that we can entrust
ourselves to be open to the fire of Christ’s love so completely that it burn brightly
and forcefully, so that those entrusted to us will “catch” the faith and also burned
powerfully with God’s love.

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York, once shared when speaking to
catechists that: “Part of their mission is to ‘transfigure’ Jesus from a personality to
a person.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters at Our Lady of the Woods, let us support, lift up our
catechists, encourage them, surround them in prayer, and especially help them in
our parish “to transfigure Jesus from a personality to a person.”

In the Word,
Fr. Bob


PRAYER FOR OUR CATECHISTS
Lord, we pray for those amongst us who have responded to your call to serve you
as a catechist. We pray that you open their eyes, ears, mind, and heart to see you
and to hear your voice so that they may be an instrument of your love, mercy, and
truth to those they teach within our parish. Use them, Lord, to help our students
experience a personal encounter with your Son Jesus so that they will become
joyful witnesses of the Gospel in their daily lives, at work and at school, and in
their families. Come, Holy Spirit, fill our catechists with your gifts so that they
may confidently serve those you send them today. Amen.

A FEW ANNOUNCEMENTS
I want to thank Mrs. Jeanie MorganLambrix for her openness to serve our
parish as Coordinator of Acolytes. Please support her in this important ministry
and encourage any fourth grader or above to respond to the call as an altar server/
acolyte within our parish.
I will also be announcing in the next few weeks, the various adult faith formation
sessions that will be offered in our parish this academic year. 
I want to thank at this time Mrs. Pat Butler, Mr. Thom Shanaver, and Ms.
Claudette Wagner who will assist me in coordinating the various programs. 
God will not be outdone in generosity! 
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CELEBRATING ST. MATTHEW
THE APOSTLE
Before he was a follower of Jesus,
Matthew had a more notorious
profession: tax collector. To support
their empire, the Romans taxed
those they had conquered. They
recruited locals for this unpleasant
task. 


The tax collectors weren't paid well
and were notorious for over
charging their fellow countrymen
and skimming off the top. Let's just
say Matthew would not have been
voted "Most Religious" in his
graduating class! But Jesus sees
Matthew's heart and calls him
anyway. 


No matter our profession, we are
called to act with Christian virtues of
justice and charity. Our workplace
can be the place where we encounter
God in our coworkers and
customers. It can be the place where
we can show the love of Christ to
those we meet. St. Matthew, pray for
us! 
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TWENTYFOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Monday, September 16
 9:00am Dominick Roselle

 req.by the Cairns family

Tuesday, September 17
 9:00am Ron Curry

 req.by Donna Shoereb

Thursday, September 19
 6:00pm Stan Potok

 req.by his family

Friday, September 20
 9:00am Ethel Carroll

 req.by Helen Whitmore

Saturday, September 21
 4:00pm Anna Cabanaw

 req.by her husband

 For all Law Enforcement Personnel

 req.by Rosalinda Martinez

Sunday, September 22
 9:00am Mark Gomez

 req.by his coworkers at Roush

 Ron Curry

 req.by Dee Lassen and Bill

 11:00am Maria Lisa Oanh Nguyen

 req.by her family

 Susan Toth

 req.by her sister Janet

4:00 PM

9:00 AM

11:00 AM

Greeter &
Prayers of the
Faithful

Caroline G.

Mark T.

Heather K.

Judy W.
Joyce B.

Kim R.

Nick C.

Lector(s)
Altar 
Server(s)

Ushers

Counting
Team

Altar Servers may continue to sign up to
serve using Sign Up Genius.
Hyman
Ballarta
Cornell
Kruszko
Nonnenmacher

Homminga
Gdowski
Borys
Ferguson
Hurly
LeBoeuf
Ocha
Young

Sunday: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
 
Catechetical Sunday
Monday: Sts. Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian, Bishop, 

Martyrs
Tuesday: St. Robert Bellarmine, Bishop & Doctor of

the Church
Thursday: St. Januarius, Bishop & Martyr
Friday: 
Sts. Andrew Kim Taeg?n, Priest, and Paul

Ch?ng Hasang, & Companions, Martyrs
Saturday: St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist








Strachan
Berger
Mariano
Surur

Sep 23YELLOW

SEPTEMBER 7 & 8
 Sunday Envelope Collection:
 Loose Collection:
 Other Collection:
 Total Collection:
 Weekly Collection Budget:
 Over/Short:

Observances



Envelopes Returned:

$8,187.00
$1,361.24
$359.00
$9,907.24
$9,076.92
+$830.32
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Readings for the Week

Sunday: Ex 32:711, 1314/Ps 51 34, 1213, 17, 19
[Lk 15:18]/1 Tm 1:1217/Lk 15:132 or
15:110
Monday: 1 Tm 2:18/Ps 28:2, 7, 89 [6]/Lk 7:110
Tuesday: 1 Tm 3:113/Ps 101:1b2ab, 2cd3ab, 5, 6
[2]/Lk 7:1117
Wednesday: 1 Tm 3:1416/Ps 111:12, 34, 56 [2]/
Lk 7:3135
Thursday: 1 Tm 4:1216/Ps 111:78, 9, 10 [2]/Lk
7:3650
Friday: 1 Tm 6:2c12/Ps 49:67, 810, 1718, 1920/
Lk 8:13
Saturday: Eph 4:17, 1113/Ps 19:23, 45 [5]/Mt 9:9
13

We, the Roman Catholic faith community of Our Lady of the
Woods, in communion with ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC, and
APOSTOLIC Church and under the patronage of Mary, are
joined together as a people of God. Our mission is to
spread the Gospel and bring people into a relationship with
God and one another through the celebration of the
Sacraments, especially the Holy Eucharist. We live out
Christ’s mission in the world through evangelization,
worship, education, stewardship, and service to the needy.
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What’s Happening This Week?

Intercessory Prayer Group Intentions
Submitted by: Thom Shanaver


Fr. Bob has asked both the English speaking and
Vietnamese speaking Intercessory Prayer Groups to pray
for these intentions at their September prayer sessions.
Please keep these intentions in your daily prayers this
month. Everyone is welcome to join us at the Intercessory
Prayer Group Meeting.

The next sessions will be(English speakingOctober 13thor
Vietnamese speaking October 20th after the 9am
Mass. Never underestimate the power of prayer.)

Letus remember in our prayer intercessions this month:
á Oceans contain the bulk of our planet’s water supply,
and also most of the immense variety of living
creatures, many of them are threatened for various
reasons.
á Creation is a project of love given by God to humanity.
á Our solidarity with the “common home” is born from
our faith.
á Let us pray this month that politicians, scientists and
economists work together to protect the world’s seas
and oceans.
á Let us pray for all who begin new academic years:
students, teachers, staff, school boards: that the Spirit of
Wisdom be upon them and that they open their minds,
hearts and souls to developing the gifts and minds that
God Blessed them with.
á For each parishioner, organization and staff member of
Our Lady of the Woods Parish: that as we begin the
month of September, and our parish community
awakens and moves forth after the summer months: that
we open our hearts to the movement of the Holy Spirit
in showing hospitality within our parish, asking for
courage and wisdom to respond to God’s call in being
an active part of parish life, investing the best of who
we are and what God has called us to be.
á Let us remember those areas in the world that have to
deal with climate and weather catastrophes in an often
very volatile month of September: we especially
remember those having to deal with destructive
hurricanes. That they remember God’s presence
amongst them in the storms of life and that all reach out
together as brothers and sisters.

Sunday

Mass, 9 AM & 11 AM
Coffee & Donuts, 10 AM
Intercessory Prayer Group, 10 AM

Monday

Morning Mass, 9 AM
St. Vincent dePaul Food Pantry, 10 AM
Youth Faith Formation, 6 PM

Tuesday

Morning Mass, 9 AM
Education Committee, 6 PM
Men’s Group Meeting, 7 PM
Charismatic Prayer Group, 7 PM

Wednesday St. Vincent dePaul Food Pantry, 10 AM
Plarners, 11 AM
Thursday

Evening Mass, 6 PM

Friday

Morning Mass, 9 AM

Saturday

Individual Confession, 3 PM
Mass, 4 PM

Every weekday: Adoration (Adoration Chapel)
MondayWednesday & Friday9 AM  4 PM
Thursday9 AM  8 PM

Charismatic Prayer Group 

The Charismatic Prayer Group has been together since the
1970’s gathering in homes of families of the parish. 


There are three prayer group leaders: Chuck & Beverly
Sapian and Rosa Curry. The group leaders have received
training through the Detroit Catholic Charismatic Renewal
(DCCR) Center located in Wyandotte. All of the group
members have taken the Protecting God’s Children training
and have also received training on how to pray with people.


Saint John Paul II had this to say about Charismatic
Renewal in March, 1992:
At this moment in the Church's history, the
Charismatic Renewal can play a significant role in
promoting the muchneeded defense of Christian life
in societies where secularism and materialism have
weakened many people's ability to respond to the
Spirit and to discern God's loving call. Your
contribution to the reevangelization of society will
be made in the first place by personal witness to the
indwelling Spirit and by showing forth His presence
through works of holiness and solidarity. 


The Spirit of Love Charismatic Prayer Group meets weekly
on Tuesday throughout the year at 7:00 PM in the Chapel.
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Reflections On The Word of the Lord
First Reading

Moses petitions God not to punish the Israelites for the
apostasy of making a golden calf and worshipping it. Who
should you pray for in your life who has gravely sinned? 


Second Reading

Paul uses his own life as an example of the depths of divine
mercy. Who do you know needs to hear this message of
God's mercy? 


Gospel Meditation

"Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen
to Jesus, but the Pharisees and scribes began to complain?"
In this Sunday's Gospel, we learn the context for the
forthcoming parables about the lost and found. A great
mixed crowd surrounds Jesus. The religious elite are
present, along with all manner of local lowlifes. The
Pharisees seem a bit upset that this wasn't the lecture series
they were hoping for. Why would Jesus welcome sinners?

Jesus responds as if it's the most obvious thing in the world.
"Rejoice with me because I have found my lost sheep...
rejoice because I have found the coin that I lost ? let us
celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine... was lost,
and has been found!" Each of the parables features a
dramatic example. Of 99 sheep, one has gone astray. Of 10
coins, one has gone missing. The welcomed son has
previously been a covetous scoundrel. Jesus' point to the
Pharisees is clear. If the Gospel really is "good news," if our
faith really has the power to save, why wouldn't we want
everyone drawing near? Why wouldn't we do everything in
our power to eke out that possibility for every single person,
no matter where they have wandered? After all, if this
message is not of value to everyone, why is it of value to
anyone?

Our Christian faith is not a matter of rule adherence for the
perfectionist elite. In our own ways, each of us is the lost
sheep, the prodigal son. There is no one who "has no need
of repentance." The Church is a mixed crowd. And we are
mixed people. And the Gospel has good news for each of us
today! There is no one Jesus doesn't go after, no one he
does not catch sight of "while... still a long way off," no one
to whom he does not run to embrace and welcome home. 

Music Ministry

INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE
Mr. Bill Dudzinski has graciously offered to lead our
instrumental ensemble again. It's been a few years since we
offered this ministry and would like it to flourish again. We
will aim to play at Christmas and Easter to start, but would
like to play more often. If you're high school age or older
and proficient in woodwinds, strings, brass, etc, please
contact Mr. D atdfolks@comcast.netor Bob Amore
atramore@olow.orgor after Mass. Rehearsals date/time to
be announced once we determine if there's enough interest
to form the group.

SPANISH CHOIR
Rosa Curry has graciously offered to lead our Spanish
Choir again. The Spanish Choir is set to sing their first
Mass for the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe on December
7th at 4pm. If you speak Spanish or can follow enunciation
techniques taught by Rosa, we'd love to have you as a part
of this ministry. We have plenty of members that don't
speak Spanish, but sing in the choir  YOU CAN DO
IT! Please contact Bob Amore atramore@olow.orgor see
him after any Mass.

CHILDREN'S CHOIR
The "Joyful Noise", OLOW's Youth Choir, is forming again
and is looking for members. The choir sings about once a
month. Rehearsal will be every Wednesday from 5:306:15
starting October 2nd. Children in grades 1  8 are welcome
to join. For more information and to sign up, contact Bob
Amore atramore@olow.orgor see him after Mass.

ADULT CHOIR
Last, but certainly not least, is the Adult Choir. The choir is
welcoming all voices (soprano, alto, tenor, & bass) as well
as all levels of music proficiency. The choir will meet for
about an hour and a half weekly on Wednesday evening and
typically sings at one Mass each weekend. 

We are also looking to add more instruments to the Music
Ministry. For more information, contact Bob Amore or
Jason Buckley.

Big Bear Lodge Coupon

“Share the Dough”
You can help Big Bear Lodge support our church! For
every $20 that you spend, they will donate $3 to Our
Lady of the Woods (excluding banquets). 
Bring this coupon on your next visit!
Big Bear Lodge  (734) 7826600
25253 Telegraph Rd, Brownstown
www.bigbearlodge.org
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RCIA

So you have been coming to our church for awhile now but
are not Catholic. You know a lot about the Mass from
observation. Isn't it time to become a participant, a full
member? I am inviting you and anyone else who is
interested in becoming amember of the CatholicChurch to
join me and several other people on a journey of faith. If
you are interested, please call 7346715101 and leave your
name and phone number with Becky in the Parish
Office. After I receive the information, I will call you and
we can talk. I am looking forward to hearing from you.
Won't you join me on this journey?


Major Goals of Adult Faith Formation
Source: usccb.org²Adult Faith Formation

1. INVITE AND ENABLE ONGOING CONVERSION
TO JESUS IN HOLINESS OF LIFE.
As its first goal, faith formation helps adults "to acquire an
attitude of conversion to the Lord." This attitude fosters a
baptismal spirituality for adults. It leads them to recognize
and repent of sin in their hearts and lives, to seek
reconciliation through the sacraments, and to embrace the
invitation and challenge of an ever deepening faith in Jesus.
It means putting on the mind of Christ, trusting in the
Father's love, obeying God's will, seeking holiness of life,
and growing in love for others. Deepening personal prayer
is a significant means toward growth in holiness in daily
life.
2.
PROMOTE
AND
SUPPORT
ACTIVE
MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY.
As adult believers, we learn and live our faith as active
members of the Church. Our response to God's call to
community "cannot remain abstract and unincarnated," but
rather, "reveals itself concretely by a visible entry into a
community of believers . . . a community which itself is a
sign of transformation, a sign of newness of life: it is the
Church, the visible sacrament of salvation." People find this
community of faith in the parish and diocese, as well as in
their families, small church communities, personal
relationships, faithbased associations, and in the
communion of saints of all times and places.
Accordingly, faith formation helps adults make "a
conscious and firm decision to live the gift and choice of
faith through membership in the Christian community,"
accepting "coresponsibility for the community's mission
and internal life." Adults not only receive the ministries of
the Christian community, they also contribute to its life and
mission through the generous stewardship of their gifts.
3. CALL AND PREPARE ADULTS TO ACT AS
DISCIPLES IN MISSION TO THE WORLD. 
The Church and its adult faithful havea mission in and to
the world: to share the message of Christ to renew and to
transform the social and temporal order. This dual calling to
evangelization and justice is integral to the identity of the
lay faithful; all are called to it in baptism. Accordingly,
faith formation seeks to help each adult believer become
"more willing and able to be a Christian disciple in the
world." As salt of the earth and light for the world (cf. Mt
5:1316), adult disciples give witness to God's love and
caring will so that, in the power of the Spirit, they renew the
face of the earth.

Spirit of Gratitude

"Gratitude is a feeling of appreciation for what one has. It is
a feeling of thankfulness for the blessings we have
received." Thisquote comes from the introduction to a book
called, "Gratitude Journal" by Brenda Nathan. Another
quote in the introduction
is "By keeping a record
of your gratitude in a
journal, you will store
positive energy, gain
clarity in your life, and
have greater control over
your
thoughts
and
emotions." A lot of us
may want to journal but
just do not have the time
or energy to write a page
or two each day. This
journal
has
just
enoughspace to jot a few
words or sentences that
are meaningful to us. To
take this one step
further, wouldn't it be
wonderful if a group of
us got together to share
our
thoughts
on
gratitude? Since there is
so much negativity in the world today, let us emphasize the
positive. We need to support each other. To this end, you
are invited to join me on Wednesday mornings at 9am
starting October 2 and ending on November 6. If you want
to purchase the book ahead of time, it can be found on
Amazon. Interestingly, it has a tree on the cover. 

Pat Butler
RCIA Coordinator

Check back next week for new Adult
Faith Formation programs at OLOW!
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

PATIENCE IN ALL THINGS
St. Francis De Sales said, "Have patience with all things,
but, first of all with yourself." Life has a way of knocking
us down or off the path we are traveling. If it is a path that
God has called us to, then it will be easier to get back to the
journey, but nevertheless, it is difficult. The hardest thing to
bear is that too often what we blame on life is really about
our own choices or shortcomings. The refrain of many a
blues singer sounds something like, "Nobody to blame but
me!"

What is the Good News? God's patience is far superior to
our own. We do need to follow the words above and
cultivate in ourselves a greater sense of patience in all
things. However, we should take great comfort in knowing
that God's patience will always be there as we struggle to
grow and advance in our life as a disciple.

You're trying to live a stewardship way of life but keep
falling onto the side of the road? God wants you to reach
Him on the road but will wait for you. You want to be
holier and more committed to your faith? God will take
what you give Him. The danger is when you lose your
patience and stop moving toward Him. You decide that it
doesn't really matter and that what you can offer God
doesn't amount to anything of worth. We must never cease
our journey. You and I may get fed up, but our God never
will.

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

Activities to Help Children Encounter
Christ

»Pray for opportunities to share the faith and for the
wisdom needed when speaking. Pray that the Holy Spirit
may be in control of every encounter.
»Speak about Jesus in the present tense in order to help
students know that He is alive and present to us today.
»Write letters to God; meditate and listen for God’s answer
to the letter.
»Help the students encounter Jesus through guided
meditation on Sacred Scripture. Include silence. Prompt
them to speak and listen to Jesus. Include discussion,
journaling and/or drawing to help students reflect on their
experience.
»Teach students how to speak and listen to Jesus during
Eucharistic Adoration.
»Help students reflect on how they have experienced God
in their lives over the last week and ask them to share their
testimonies.
»Encourage students to take a journal to Sunday and daily
Mass and ask them to listen to God at Mass and write about
their experiences.
»Right before Consecration at Mass, whisper to a child,
“Jesus is coming! Look! He’s there!”
»Help the students to identify individual people in whom
they have seen Jesus this week and discuss how it makes a
difference to them.
»Let children draw a picture of Jesus and explain it.
»Encourage children to offer each day to Jesus. They can
use the traditional Morning Offering or simply pray: “Jesus,
I offer this day to you. Be with me in all that I do. Amen.”
»Serve the poor and help them see Christ in each person.
»Write a onepage testimony of how Jesus has been your
best friend and has given you joy and peace. Photocopy
them and place in envelopes. Distribute as the Holy Spirit
prompts.
»Integrate music into your prayer using YouTube, Pandora
or WOW Worship. Use hand motions, discuss lyrics, or
journal lyrics. 


What must one do to be a good Christian?
The answer is simple: we have to do, each in
our own way, what Jesus says in the
Beatitudes. 

LIVE THE LITURGY 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
We all struggle with worshipping things that are not God.
These are things that we place in our lives and reverence
more than God himself. Things such as our selfimage,
power, status, possessions, securities, and even ideologies
can be allowed to make great claims on us. Sometimes, who
"god" is for us is what we make this "god" out to be. Our
selfconstructed gods serve little purpose, other than
placating us and making us feel better about ourselves and
our world. This is not the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, nor the God whom Jesus called Father. The true God
challenges us out of our comfort zones and pushes us to
discover our potential. But, He does so patiently and with
great love. He knows how fickle we can be and is always
eager to welcome us home. 

Thank you, Catechists!
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Prayer to Save a Baby from Abortion

You are invited to say this prayer every day for nine
months. Don't underestimate the power of prayer
especially this one!  


“Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I love you very much.
I beg you to spare the life of the unborn baby that I have
spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion. 
Amen.”


Prayer of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen

Online Giving

Did you know that Our Lady of the Woods offers the
option of making your weekly offering to God via an safe,
secure online portal? 

WHY DO WE DO THAT?

CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Question: 
Someone close to me has left the Church. How should I
reach out to them? 



Simply visit www.olow.org/AutomaticContributions and
you will be taken to the site that we have partnered with to
ensure that your personal information is secure.



Answer: 
For many of us, this can be a challenging question. When
people we love leave the Church, we may not always know
how to relate to them in certain ways. Are some
conversation topics off limits? Are there certain behaviors
or decisions we can't support in good conscience? When
someone or something is lost, Jesus shows two different
attitudes in his parables.

One is actively seeking. Don't give up on this person and
their life of faith. Ask them about their spiritual journey.
Invite them to spend time with you in faith settings, as
appropriate, and outside of them. Continue in relationship
with those you love.

The other attitude Jesus shows is consistent witness in the
waiting. In the parable of the Prodigal Son, the father
doesn't go after the son. He waits for his return. However,
the son knows his father is trustworthy. He remembers his
father's fair treatment of the hired hands and knows it is safe
to return, despite all he has done.

Your ability to change someone is quite small. However,
you can change yourself. Make sure you consistently treat
others with kindness, compassion, and respect. If your
loved one wants a deeper conversation, they'll know you are
a person to trust, a place to which they can return. 



If your bank/credit union offers online bill pay, you can
setup Our Lady of the Woods as a payee and they will mail
us a check weekly or on a schedule that you designate.
Make sure to include your envelope number if you do this!
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OUR LADY OF THE WOODS

Our Lady of the Woods Catholic Church
21892 Gudith Road • Woodhaven, MI 48183
phone 734 6715101 • fax 7346712901 
www.olow.org | www.facebook.com/olowchurch


Office Hours: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (Mon  Fri)
(Closed from 12:00 to 1:00 pm for lunch)


Administrator
Father Bob Johnson, SVD7346715101 x107
 frbob@olow.org
Deacon Emeritus
Rev. Mr. Thomas Murphy7343793114
Director of Religious Education
Claudette Wagner7346715101 x106
 cwagner@olow.org
RCIA Coordinator
Pat Butler7346715101
Music Ministry
Bob Amore7346715101 x103
 ramore@olow.org
Parish Bookkeeper 
Patty Baringer7346715101 x104
 pbaringer@olow.org
Parish Front Desk/Sacramental Records/Data
Rebecca (“Becky”) Gonzalez7346715101 x100
 rgonzalez@olow.org
Database/Bulletin/Website/Church Media/Faith 
 Formation Assistant
Jason Buckley7346715101 x105
 jbuckley@olow.org
Children’s Liturgy of the Word/Acolyte
Coordinator
Jeanie MorganLambrix7346715101 x113
Maintenance
 Vince Glod7346715101 x111
 vglod@olow.org
Vito Scalise, Custodian

Bulletin Information

Requests to have information put in the parish bulletin
must be sent to bulletin@olow.org one week prior to
publication and are subject review and/or modification.

WOODHAVEN, MI
Mass, Confession, Adoration 
and Sacramental Information
Weekend Liturgies
Saturday4:00 PM
Sunday9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Weekday Liturgies
Tuesday and Friday9:00 AM
Private Confession
Saturday33:30 PM or by appointment
Baptisms
Call Fr. Bob for details and to set up an
appointment.
Weddings
One member of the engaged couple must be a
participating registered member of OLOW at least
one year before wedding date. Call the office during
business hours to make an appointment.
Funerals
Family members should contact the parish office for
an appointment to make final arrangements at 734
6715101.
Want to be a Catholic?
Pat Butler7346715101 
Homebound Communion
 Father Bob7346715101 x107
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
 Monday  Wednesday, & Friday9 AM4 PM
 Thursday9 AM8 PM

Parish Pastoral Council Members
 Fr. Bob
 Al Cotto²Chairperson
 Heather Klindt²Parish Council Secretary
 Daniel Hyman
 Thomas Nonnenmacher²Vice Chairperson
 John Barkley
 Binnie Traill²Vicariate Representative
 Peter Caldwell

Parish Finance Council Members
 Fr. Bob
 Dale Roman²President
 Jerry LeBoeuf 
 Jim Strachan
 Michelle Jesue
 Julius D’sa


Through the gratuitous support of our advertisers, The Branch, 
as we know it, is possible. Please support those who support us.

Woodhaven

(734) 676-2200
Serving Southeastern
Michigan for 75 Years!

TRENTON
ALLEN PARK

Brownstown
Ecorse
18925 Telegraph
3815 W. Jefferson
734-281-3900
313-386-5800
Your Financial Partner for Life
www.communityfocusfcu.org

ROCKWOOD
MONROE

PROTECTION YOU
CAN DEPEND ON
Cheryl Cybulla Savage

Compliments of:

Dearborn Trentwood
Farm Market

KSP Insurance Agency, Inc.

16135 West Rd

1420 Ford Ave., Wyandotte

734-285-5600

(734) 671-1610

www.kspinsurance.com

Drs. Jackson, Snider & Parker
CPA P.C.

www.bovitzcpa.com
TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICES
RETIREMENT PLANNING
ELDERCARE ADVISORY SERVICES

Rob Bovitz, CPA, CSA
1651 Kingsway Ct • Trenton • (734) 671-5300

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
254 West Road • Trenton

734 671-CARE (2273)

RAMIREZ ELECTRIC INC.
Licensed and Insured
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

10% OFF Any Service w/ad

~ 30 Years in Business ~
MARK R. RAMIREZ President
1318 Ford Ave. • Wyandotte

734-282-5823

NURSING
CENTER, INC.

Since 1953

13460 Northline Rd.
Southgate, MI 48195

EXCEPTIONAL HEALTHCARE in a
Comfortable, Friendly, Safe Environment
18500 Van Horn Rd. • Woodhaven
(734) 676-7575 • Fax (734) 692-0039

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

734-285-0110

Mon., Thurs. 10-8
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10-6
Sat. 9-5

ABOVE ALL

www.JabroCarpetOne.com

LIQUOR • FINE WINES • IMPORTED BEERS
JUICE • WATER • SOFT DRINKS

2811 Fort St.
Wyandotte

734-282-3800
www.discountdrinksetc.com

Chimneys • Porches
Roofing • Brick/Block
Siding • Gutters

MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC

NOW Offering Parishioner Discounts!

Patrick Hand

1165 Eureka Road • Wyandotte

SPECIAL 10% OFF

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Fast, Reliable, and Affordable! Call Today!

734-281-4899

www.aboveallmc.com
THIS SPACE IS
Contact Sheila Thomas to place an ad today!
sthomas@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6465
4-D-5-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0188/i

THIS SPACE IS

Nail Garden

OPEN 7 DAYS!

Downriver’s #1Nail Salon, Open Since 2003
YOUR FULL SERVICE ARTIFICIAL & NATURAL NAIL

(734) 676-5800

23760 West Rd. • nailgardenmichigan.com
Nails for Work, Prom, Weddings or Any Occasion • Massages and Waxing

20 Pedi Spas Available • VIP Room for Private Parties

Rony’s Body Shop
Family Owned & Operated Since 1959

11650 Allen Road, Taylor
(between Goddard & Northline)

See us for…

• Auto Body Repair
• Painting - No Job Too Small
• Specialty painting - Detailing for
Special or Classic Cars
• Complete Suspension Work
• Struts, Shocks, Brakes, C.V. Joints

(734) 287-3910
Monday-Friday, 8-6
Parish Member

www.ronysbodyshop.com

Celebrate the life

Cherish the memories.
• Allen Park • Trenton
• Rockwood • Monroe

martenson.com

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

REAL ESTATE GROUP
Residential • Commercial

Wyandotte: (734) 284-8888
Trenton: (734) 479-6000

www.downriverrealestategroup.com

4-D-5-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0188/o

