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OUR LADY OF THE WOODS

TWENTYNINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From Our Hood in the Woods

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
IT IS HERE! It comes once a year ± a moment that we are reminded that we are proclaimers…evangelizers…deliverers…
igniters of the Good News! Blessed are the feet of those who bring the Good News. WORLD MISSION SUNDAY IS HERE
AGAIN! Are we breathing it in? Internalizing it? Manifesting it? Living it?

As a Biblebased people, we are reminded that we have been commissioned by Jesus as we hear towards the end of Mark’s
Gospel: “Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16: 15)

This YEARLY REMINDER helps us to confront that our Catholic DNA includes a missionary dynamic integral in our
relationship with Christ. Now is the time to remember that each of us, and all of us together, are evangelizers. Now is the
time to remember our mission as Church has been blessed with dedicated “professional” religious and lay missionaries
igniting and proclaiming God’s Word throughout over two thousand years up to, and including, our world today. And now is
the time to remember how integral to our mission is the realization that we are called to be generous with resources and
contributions in helping the missions flourish throughout the world in collaboration with the guidance and support of the
Society For The Propagation Of The Faith. 

It is for me an extremely personal, and very definite “part of my heart” moment, since I am a member of the Society of the
Divine Word, the largest male religious order of men in the Roman Catholic Church devoted exclusively to the charism of
mission. There are over 6,300 priests, religious brothers and seminarians in vows in over 65 countries, proclaiming and
living God’s news. Our spirituality calls to mind the importance of living the Paschal Mystery as Evangelizers, Called by
the Father to be disciples, Sent by Jesus to leave, as we “Passover” to be with others, and led by the Spirit to enter… with
those on the frontiers of our faith, in the margins of society…to witness and help to build a loving communion of all
humanity…for “the love of Christ impels us.”

I leave you with four questions below, to take time and to ponder over this weekend and throughout the coming week.

BEING SENT ON MISSION we are confronted with FOUR QUESTIONS.

á What does it mean for me, personally? 
á For our parish? 
á Our archdiocese as we are called to “UNLEASH THE GOSPEL?” 
á Our universal Church as a light in our world? 

Pause & reflect on each of the four questions/boxes on page 3 in this bulletin. How do you answer the questions about being
sent on mission?

God bless you, dear comissionaries in the vineyard of God, 
In the Word, 
Fr. Bob

Maintenance & Custodian Positions Open

Last week at Mass, you heard that we are looking for a Custodian
position (starting earlytomidNovember, 18 hours per week,
flexible schedule).

Additionally, our beloved Maintenance Director (Vince) is
contemplating retiring (again) and sticking to it this time. We wish
him all the best as he prepares to enter this next stage in his life. We
are looking for someone to take on this full time position. The ideal
candidate would have basic knowledge and understanding of
electrical wiring, plumbing, equipment maintenance, and
landscaping. 

If you are interested in either of these positions, or if you know
someone who is, please contact Fr. Bob as soon as possible.

Thank you!
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ME PERSONALLY
Pope Francis in this year’s message for World Mission Day 2019 entitled “Baptized and Sent: The Church of Christ on
Mission in the World” writes: 
This missionary mandate touches us personally: I am a mission, always; you are a mission, always; every baptized man
and woman is a mission. People in love never stand still: they are drawn out of themselves; they are attracted and attract
others in turn; they give themselves to others and build relationships that are lifegiving. As far as God’s love is concerned,
no one is useless or insignificant. Each of us is a mission to the world, for each of us is the fruit of God’s love. Even if
parents can betray their love by lies, hatred and infidelity, God never takes back his gift of life. From eternity he has
destined each of his children to share in his divine and eternal life (cf.Eph1:36).
Curtis Martin, Founder and CEO of FOCUS, and a Catholic author and speaker remarks: 
The life of a Christian is a life of encounter with Jesus Christ…conversion, reconversion, and evangelization. It is only
when I have encountered Jesus and live a transformed life that I can then invite others to encounter Christ.
We are reminded today, that each of us, through our baptism, is sent on mission: to bring the good news. “I AM A
MISSION.”

WE AS PARISH
In our parish, we too, as the local faith community of Our Lady of the Woods, is called to be “CHRIST’S MISSION.” It
shows up in our parish mission statement (although, I am not sure how many of us remember it, read it, internalize it…to the
point where some parish leaders are discerning whether the parish mission statement needs to be retooled especially in the
light of our “Unleash the Gospel.”) In our PMS, the DNA of Our Lady of the Woods, we read: “Our mission is to spread the
Gospel and bring people into a relationship with God and one another through the celebration of the Sacraments,
especially the Holy Eucharist. We live out Christ’s mission in the world through evangelization, worship, education,
stewardship, and service to the needy…” 

We certainly in many ways live that out through our St. Vincent de Paul Society, our various celebrations and organizations
in the parish; and our invited to live it through Child and Youth Formation, the many courses of Adult Formation happening
now, through participating in the Adult and Teen RCIA programs (Anyone interested in coming as witnesses? Give us a
call!), and EVERYONE OF US TRULY welcoming every person we encounter here AS CHRIST. “WE ARE A MISSION.”

WE TOGETHER AS ARCHDIOCESE
In our archdiocese, we are moving into the waves of implementing in each parish “We are all called to be joyful missionary
disciples! Let’s encounter Jesus anew, grow daily as his disciples and give witness to the power of his mercy...” 

How should this impact us? First, it effects our mindset: we are not in it alone. We are part of a larger community and have
strong foundations, and have many brothers and sisters in faith with our common vision and shared relationship with Christ.
Then, in a practical way: How do we work collaboratively and give witness of our solidarity and connectedness to our non
Catholic brothers and sisters throughout southeast Michigan? How do we best use our resources and gifts in this vital
evangelizing, conversion moment?

WE AS CHURCH THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
Pope Francis has written that it is “to my mind the greatest pastoral document that has ever been written to this day…”
referring to Pope Paul’s apostolic exhortation in 1975 on evangelization in the modern world:
The Good News of the kingdom which is coming and which has begun is meant for all people of all times. Those who have
received the Good News and who have been gathered by it into the community of salvation can and must communicate
and spread it. (Pope Paul VI,Evangelii Nuntiandi13)
We as the Church, by its very nature IS missionary. In paragraph 15 we read:
Having been sent and evangelized, the Church herself sends out evangelizers. She puts on their lips the saving Word, she
explains to them the message of which she herself is the depositary, she gives them the mandate which she herself has
received and she sends them out to preach. To preach not their own selves or their personal ideas,[43] but a Gospel of
which neither she nor they are the absolute masters and owners, to dispose of it as they wish, but a Gospel of which they
are the ministers, in order to pass it on with complete fidelity.
Let us remember our collective Church presence in bringing the light of Christ throughout the world, through our faith,
financial assistance and other generous moments of support and kindness. AND:
LET ME NOW TAKE A QUIET, REFLECTIVE MOMENT to thank God, and lift in prayer, those men and women who
have given their lives as missionaries in the vineyard of the Church throughout the world in all countries and cultures. For
those who have already gone marked in the Sign of Faith, for those missionaries who were martyrs for their faith, for those
presently in the missions who have given up family, friends, country and culture to serve God’s people in so many needed
places. For those missionaries who are sick, burntout, lacking their initial missionary zeal…take a moment to lift them to
the Lord in prayer. I can’t help end with a slogan I saw on a church sign I was passing by one day:
"The mark of a great church is not its seating capacity, but its sending capacity."
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Monday, October 21
 9:00am Michael Lewczynski 

 (1st year Anniversary of death)

 req.by the Lewczynski family

 Dominick Roselle

 req.by his wife Shirley

Tuesday, October 22
 9:00am Dominick Roselle

 req.by the Cairns family

 For Fr. Bob’s Intentions

 req.by JoAnn Scanland

Thursday, October 24
 6:00pm Ethel Mary Carroll

 req.by Tom and Irene Hoffman

 Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary,

 Ken and Judy Wezner!

Friday, October 25
 9:00am For the Parishioners of O.L.O.W.

Saturday, October 26
 4:00pm Daniel Kusak

 req.by Tony and Debbie Donia

 John Allumi

 req.by family

Sunday, October 27
 9:00am Marion Proctor

 req.by Donald Proctor

 John Kosztowny 

 (4th Anniversary of death)

 req.by his wife Barbara and family

 11:00am For all the living and deceased members of
the Coleman family.

 req.by D. Crombez

 Giuseppe Chirco

 req.by his family

9:00 AM

11:00 AM

Greeter &
Prayers of the
Faithful

John B.

Jerry L.

Nick C.

Lector(s)

Judy W.
Eleanor A.

Mark T.
Rose G.

Yvonne B.

Altar 
Server(s)

Altar Servers may continue to sign up to
serve using Sign Up Genius.

Counting
Team

Vieceli
Madigan
Nowicki
Potestato
Reno
Traill

Truskowski
Krzak
O’Neill
Salliotte
Smith
Zammit








Lewczynski
Ciolino
Denno
Razmek

Oct 28BLUE

OCTOBER 12 & 13
 Sunday Envelope Collection:
 Loose & Miscellaneous:
 Electronic (previous week):
 Total Collection:
 Weekly Collection Budget:
 Over/Short:


$7,948.00
$1,842.26
$799.38
$10,589.64
$9,076.92
+$1,512.72

Envelopes Returned:

270

Poor box (9/29):

$84.83

Readings for the Week

Sunday: Ex 17:813/Ps 121:12, 34, 56, 78 [cf.
2]/2 Tm 3:14²4:2/Lk 18:18
Monday: Rom 4:2025/Lk 1:6970, 7172, 7375
[cf. 68]/Lk 12:1321
Tuesday: Rom 5:12, 15b, 1719, 20b21/Ps 40:78a,
8b9, 10, 17 [8a and 9a]/Lk 12:3538
Wednesday:
Rom 6:1218/Ps 124:1b3, 46, 78
[8a]/Lk 12:3948
Thursday: Rom 6:1923/Ps 1:12, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps
40:5]/Lk 12:4953
Friday: Rom 7:1825a/Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93,
94 [68b]/Lk 12:5459
Saturday: Rom 8:111/Ps 24:1b2, 34ab, 56 [cf. 6]/
Lk 13:19

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time; World
Mission Sunday

St. John Paul II, Pope
St. John of Capistrano, Priest
St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop


30th Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
Priesthood Sunday
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4:00 PM

Ushers

Observances

Sunday:

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Next Sunday:
 

Oct 26 & 27

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

OCTOBER 20, 2019

What’s Happening This Week?

Advent by Candlelight

You are cordially invited to join Our Lady of the Woods
Catholic Women's group who will be sponsoring an Advent
tea.

A time to slow down with prayer, music and fellowship.
Date: Thursday, December 5th, 2019.
Where: Our Lady of the Woods Social Hall.
Time: Doors open at 6:30pm
Candlelight service and music starts at 7 pm.
Keynote speaker: Father Bob Johnson

Fellowship and refreshments will follow. There will be a
free will offering.

Tables will be available to host or you can join in at a table.

Please call Jeanie MorganLambrix @ 3136832375 or
Peggy Zdanowski @ 3133181013 to reserve a table or
seat.

Sunday

Mass, 9 AM & 11 AM
Coffee, Donuts, & Fellowship, 10 AM
Intercessory Prayer Group, 10 AM

Monday

St. Vincent dePaul Food Pantry, 10 AM
Youth Faith Formation, 6 PM
The Wild Goose, 6 PM

Tuesday

Lectio Peter, 10 AM
Charismatic Prayer Group, 7 PM
Parish Council Meeting, 7 PM

Wednesday Spirit of Gratitude, 9 AM
St. Vincent dePaul Food Pantry, 10 AM
Evangelization Committee, 12 PM
St. Vincent DePaul Meeting, 5 PM
Lectio Peter, 6:30 PM
Thursday

Evangelization Presentation, 6:30 PM
RCIA Formation, 6:30 PM

Friday

Mass, 9 AM

Saturday

Individual Confession, 3 PM
Mass, 4 PM

Every weekday: Adoration (Adoration Chapel)
MondayWednesday & Friday9 AM  4 PM
Thursday9 AM  8 PM

Annual Sock Drive

Our Lady’s Christian Women is
sponsoring our annual Sock Drive
starting October 1st through the
31st. The socks should be new and
all colors. We need all sizes for
boys, girls, men, women and preschool (35 years
old). You can place them in the container in the gathering
area at all the masses. Last year our very generous
parishioners helped keep 900 people in Wayne County
warmer. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could reach a goal
of 1000 this year? With God anything is possible! 

Friday, November 1
9:00 AM All Saints Daily Mass
6:00 PM All Saints Evening Mass

Saturday, November 2
9:00 AM All Souls Mass

SVdP Annual Turkey Drive

Thanksgiving is fast approaching and the food pantry will
once again distribute turkeys to those in need. The Society
of Saint Vincent de Paul respectfully requests turkey
donations. 


We, the Roman Catholic faith community of Our Lady of the
Woods, in communion with ONE, HOLY, CATHOLIC, and
APOSTOLIC Church and under the patronage of Mary, are
joined together as a people of God. Our mission is to
spread the Gospel and bring people into a relationship with
God and one another through the celebration of the
Sacraments, especially the Holy Eucharist. We live out
Christ’s mission in the world through evangelization,
worship, education, stewardship, and service to the needy.

Please sign up in the gathering area after any Mass on
October 26 or 27 and November 2 or 3. 


Turkeys may be dropped off in the gathering area before
Mass on November 9, 10, 16, or 17. Thank you in advance
for your generous donations.


Gratefully yours in Christ Jesus
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul
Conference at OLOW.
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Sunday, October 20
Nicole Marcoux……………...……....…….....died 1988
Thomas O’Hara………………………..…..…died 2003
Judith LeClaire………………………….…....died 2015
Monday, October 21
Edward Dunne…….…….….……...............…died 1982
Robert Threloff……………….………….…...died 1988
Marjorie Shovely……..…………...…….…....died 1997
Tuesday, October 22
John Andzelik……….….….….…..….............died 2003
Thomas Drayton…………………………...…died 2004
Alicia Chaloner……………………..….……..died 2014
Wednesday, October 23
David Stuermer………………………..……..died 1983
Mary Aquilina………………………..….…...died 1994
Stella Hensley……………………….....……..died 1999
Thursday, October 24
Joseph Howard………....…………..………...died 1979
Harold Weick……………...………..…....…..died 1998
Yvonne Beu………………..………..….….....died 2008
Friday, October 25
Melvin Remelius………….………….…........died 1982
Timothy Schafer…………...…………..…......died 1985
John Tince…………………………….….…..died 1988
Laraine Peppers……………………………....died 2014
Saturday, October 26
Irene Yorkovich…………………....….….…..died 1991
Philomena Schultz…………………..…..…....died 1997
Frank Kudron………………………..….…....died 2000

Prayer List for Service Men & Women


Erika AntanovichE4 (US Air Force)
Cpt. Andrew Compean (US Army)
Maj. Eric DuChene (US Marine)
Jacob Godlewski (US Navy)
2d Lt. Jeremy Gomez (US Air Force)
1st Lt. Brandon Marquette (US Marine)
O1 Nicholas Rigotti (Naval Reserves)
MA2 Adam Strachan (US Navy)
Spec. Nicole Kimberlin (US Army)


Ernesto Alamar 
Yvonne Alexander
Ruth Atnip
Bercaw Family
Bob Bochenek
Demetrius R. Brice
Dan Budz 
James Butcko
Joseph M. Butcko
Joseph W. Butcko
Joyce Butcko
Mae Alice Butcko
Lisa Colson
Dawn Dick
Dave & Marian
Eplett
Christine Fry 
Daniel Garcia
Ernesto Garcia, Jr
Adeline Kaczor 
Diane Kaczor 

Louis Lehman 
Ronald Lipa
Christine
MacDonald
Nancy Mioczynski
Josie Mocny
Robert Ochoa
Linda & Tom
Pemberton
Zachary Pepper and
family
Stan Rogers
Shaw Family
Larry Standford
Tom Steed
Jon Sternfels 
Dolores L.
Thompson
Tosha M.
Thompson
Jason Tinsley

Ronn Touchstone
Susan Trapp
Philip John Vallar
Aiden Weitzel
Lorraine & Amy
Zeniwecz

Lord, you are Holy above all others, and all of the strength that I
need is in your hands. I am not asking, Lord, that you take this trial
away. Instead, I simply ask that Your will be done in my life.
Whatever that means, that is what I want.
But I admit that it's hard, Lord.Sometimes I feel like I can't go on.
The pain and the fear are too much for me, and I know that I don't
have the strength on my own to get through this.I know that I can
come to you, Jesus, and that you will hear my prayer. I know that it
is not your intent to bring me to this point just to leave me in the
wilderness alone.
Please, Lord, give me the strength that I need to face today. I don't
have to worry about tomorrow.If you just give me the strength that
I need today that is all I need. Keep me from sinning during this
trial. Instead, help me to keep my eyes on you. You are the Holy
Lord, and all of my hope rests in you. Thank you for hearing my
prayer.In Jesus' name. Amen. 

Help For Those Who Hurt

For over 30 years, Archway Counseling has been providing
confidential, compassionate counseling at church and
community sites across metropolitan Detroit. Our
distinguished roster of professionals are master's and
doctoral level specialists experienced in dealing with all life
 and death  issues in a spiritually respectful and
empowering way. 


Archway professional Barbara FroehlichStapleton is on
site at Our Lady of the Woods. To find out more about her
confidential counseling, call 3133810748, email
aacounseling@hotmail.com, or visit
on the web at
www.archwaycounseling.com.
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Lord God, Almighty Father, creator of mankind and author of
peace, as we are ever mindful of the cost paid for the liberty we
possess, we ask you to bless the members of our armed forces.
Give them courage, hope and strength. May they ever experience
your firm support, gentle love and compassionate healing. Be
their power and protector, leading them from darkness to light.
To you be all glory, honor and praise, now and forever. Amen. 

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

OCTOBER 20, 2019

This week’s session of The Wild Goose

BAPTISM IN THE SPIRIT & FIRE
Jesus came to baptize us in the Holy Spirit and the power
and grace that come from the baptism in the Holy Spirit
changes lives. For the millions of Catholics worldwide who
have had this experience it, it is a transforming grace that
brings freedom, peace, and the very presence of God.
Unfortunately, for many Catholics the term “baptism in the
Holy Spirit” is not a term with which they are familiar. In
this segment, we will discuss what Baptism in the Holy
Spirit is all about.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
á What has been your experience of baptism in the Holy
Spirit? Is this something new to you? 
á Discuss occasions where you have experienced the
power of the Holy Spirit in your life. When have you
felt his peace? His fire? 
á What kind of words would you use to describe your
relationship with the Holy Spirit? Fire? Power? 

KEY SCRIPTURE PASSAGES
Matthew 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:33, Acts 1:5

REFLECTION: COME HOLY SPIRIT
Find a time and place where you can quiet yourself. Spend
some time letting go of things that may be troubling you or
causing anxiety. One by one give them to the Lord. Take
your time and be patient; there is no hurry. 

If it is helpful, write your concerns and anxieties down and
then give them to the Lord. When you feel it is time, ask
God to send his Holy Spirit upon you to baptize you in the
Holy Spirit and in fire. Be open to experiencing God’s love,
peace, closeness, and possibly forgiveness. Let the Spirit of
God overshadow you.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

WHERE IS THE EVIDENCE?
The US Bishops’ pastoral letter, “Stewardship: A Disciple’s
Response,” sees a life of stewardship as the fruit that comes
from an authentic life with Jesus. Faith in Jesus is the
minimum requirement that begins this journey from
discipleship to stewardship living. There are those who
believe in Jesus but do not know him. It becomes very hard
to contemplate responding to the call of someone you do
not know.

The last sentence of Luke 18:8 should give a reason to
pause and reflect. Jesus says to his disciples, “But when the
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on Earth?” We can
easily respond affirmatively to the question, but if we want
to look at the Earth ourselves without being able to see into
people’s hearts, where is the evidence of the faith that Jesus
seeks? When we look at our world, do we see evidence of
large amounts of faithful people living in a way that faith
would lead them to live?

Our stewardship way of life is evidence of our faith. It is
hard to argue that one truly has faith if they do not seek to
live as Jesus calls us. An unfortunate cycle is then created
when those who not believe do not see any reason to have
faith. Our stewardship is not only evidence, but it is our
testimony and witness to faith. If Jesus returned today, what
would he see? Where is your evidence? Has your witness
brought others to him?

² Tracy Earl Welliver

LIVE THE LITURGY 

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK
As we live out our life of faith, it is easy to lose heart and
lose confidence in God’s power and effective presence. We
can fall into apathy. Given the immensity of the concerns
that abound, we feel powerless and can become
unmotivated to persevere. To combat this weariness, Jesus
tells his friends to pray always. Persisting in prayer allows
us to find the determination, strength, and conviction to
continue on course even when presented with difficulties. If
we are determined in our pursuit of God, we will eventually
find God breaking through our darkness with the light of
His presence, gifting us with contemplative sight so that we
can see as He sees and love as He loves. It is only when we
take on the person of Christ that we are able, with God’s
help, to touch the world’s pain and loneliness.

Big Bear Lodge Coupon

“Share the Dough”
You can help Big Bear Lodge support our church! For
every $20 that you spend, they will donate $3 to Our
Lady of the Woods (excluding banquets). 
Bring this coupon on your next visit!
Big Bear Lodge  (734) 7826600
25253 Telegraph Rd, Brownstown
www.bigbearlodge.org
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TODAY IS WORLD MISSION SUNDAY!
This year on World Mission Sunday, we listened to the account of St. Paul writing to St. Timothy with the charge, “I charge
you in the presence of God and of Jesus Christ to proclaim the word, be persistent and encourage the gospel through
patience and teaching.”

That is what the Lord is asking us today as we reach out to those courageous servantmissionaries who are giving their lives
for the spread of the gospel and the support of the “Young Churches” they have established.

Pope Francis has declared this month of October, “Extraordinary Missionary Month” to remind us of our obligation to
share the Gospel through personal witness and welcome. He wrote: “The Church needs men and women who, by virtue
of their baptism, respond generously to the call to leave home, family and country, and to be sent forth to the nations, to a
world not yet transformed by the Sacrament of Jesus Christ and his Holy Church.”

We observe the annual day of prayer and sacrifice for the missions today. We united ourselves also with our fellow
Christians all over the world who with us attempt to share our faith with others, especially those who have not yet heard the
name of Jesus and his Holy Church. Today offers us the opportunity to join our missionaries in the “holiest and greatest
work of the Church.”

Please Help Us Fill the Bus!


During the month of October, the WOODHAVEN
POLICE DEPARTMENT will be accepting donations
of nonperishable household items:

Batteries (AA & C), hand soap, paper towel, laundry
soap, dish soap, paper plates, facial tissue trash bags
(13 gal & 33 gal), baby wipes, disinfectant wipes,
toilet paper, Ziploc bags, napkins, canned fruit, canned
vegetables, applesauce, pudding cups, Nutrigrain bars,
100% fruit juices, and Carnation Instant Breakfast.

All items will benefit: 
Penrickton Center for Blind Children

Donations may be dropped off at the Woodhaven
Police Department Lobby at anytime. (Please, no drop
offs after November 1!)

Prayer to Save a Baby from Abortion


“Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I love you very much.
I beg you to spare the life of the unborn baby that I have
spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion. 
Amen.”


Prayer of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen


61,680,148

abortions in the United States since Roe v. Wade (1973).

Source: www.usabortionclock.org

Join our Flock on FlockNotes! Just text OLOW to 84576
and follow the easy signup instructions! Keep in touch
with various groups and Adult Faith Formation initiatives. 
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Reflections On The Word of the Lord

WHY DO WE DO THAT?





CATHOLIC LIFE EXPLAINED
Question: 
God rarely seems to answer my prayers. Is He really
listening? 

FIRST READING
Moses relied on Aaron and Hur to help him accomplish the
task of defeating Israel’s enemies. Who do you consider a
close ally in your spiritual journey? 

Answer: 
Throughout Scripture, God promises to answer the prayers
of His people. Sometimes things don’t turn out the way
we’d hope. God won’t miraculously do evil or fulfill selfish
intentions. If we’re praying for something immoral, God
isn’t going to answer that prayer for us! Of course, we still
have the freedom to make choices, but it isn’t God’s
movement. Sometimes we’re not praying for something
evil, but our intentions are less than honorable. For
example, “Please convert my motherinlaw so she goes to
church more and visits us less!” While God is no doubt at
work in the woman’s life, He likely won’t answer that
prayer in the way you’d expect!

After all, God knows what He is about. He has plans in
mind for us, but they might not be what we think. For most
of us, winning the lottery would bring about a material
benefit. That said, funds used in continually purchasing
tickets to provide the means for God to “work” could likely
go towards better avenues of financial stability. God is
concerned with our ultimate good. When we pray, we’re
invited to surrender our lives to Him. One of the first
petitions in the Our Father is “Thy will be done.”
Sometimes the lack of an answer is an answer! Are we
prepared to receive it?

SECOND READING
Paul teaches Timothy an important biblical principle: “All
Scripture is inspired by God.” How would you explain this
idea of “divine inspiration” of Scripture to a nonbeliever? 


GOSPEL MEDITATION
“Render a just decision for me against my adversary.”
Today’s Gospel features a persistent widow who ekes out
justice from a notoriously coldhearted judge. Why does she
win the day? “Because the widow keeps bothering me.”
Jesus’ recommendation to the disciples is to be persistent in
prayer, because surely God the Father is far more attuned to
their needs than this judge. If only it were that easy, right?
We’ve all experienced the unanswered prayer, the silence
after our cries. When this continues, sometimes it can be
difficult to have faith in God or believe He answers prayers.
It can be easy to lapse into a sense of His distance. We want
Him to do something “fair,” which ² in our limited view
² typically means that something works out in our favor.


There are, of course, many legitimate cries for justice. We
live in a fallen world filled with flawed human beings. We
hurt each other, sometimes grievously, and our efforts to
remake the world in our image can result in unjust,
inhumane systems. Faced with the problem of evil, we may
wonder how God will “secure the rights of his chosen
ones.” Sometimes, He may well seem “slow to answer
them.”

We Need You!

The Ushers Group is looking for new members.
Requirements are that you have made your confirmation,
are 18 years old, and a member of Our Lady of the Woods.
We are also looking for junior members, 1517 years old
who will serve with ushers.



In the face of these very real questions, it’s important to
recall the words of the prophet Isaiah, that God’s thoughts
“are not [our] thoughts.” His ways are not our ways. God
respects the freedom He has given us. When we see what
free will has wrought, perhaps we question God’s better
judgment! Yet somehow, we hear that He mysteriously
works all things for our good. No matter what situation we
find ourselves in, we are always free to love. We are invited
to be persistent in our prayer, to continue bringing our
concerns before God in trusting surrender. We are invited to
love well in the circumstances we find ourselves in, to be a
light in the darkness. No matter when ² or if ² our
prayers are answered the way we would like, we are
nonetheless invited to witness to “faith on earth.” 



Contact any usher after Mass, Stan Rogers
sprogers65@gmail.com,
or
Steve
Reno
sbreno5@yahoo.com. 

In God’s plan, nothing happens by chance. 

St. John Paul II
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OUR LADY OF THE WOODS

Our Lady of the Woods Catholic Church
21892 Gudith Road • Woodhaven, MI 48183
phone 734 6715101 • fax 7346712901 
www.olow.org | www.facebook.com/olowchurch


Office Hours: 9:00 am to 4:00 pm (Mon  Fri)
(Closed from 12:00 to 1:00 pm for lunch)


Administrator
Father Bob Johnson, SVD7346715101 x107
 frbob@olow.org
Parish Front Desk/Sacramental Records
Rebecca (“Becky”) Gonzalez7346715101 x100
 rgonzalez@olow.org
Parish Bookkeeper 
Patty Baringer7346715101 x104
 pbaringer@olow.org
Database/Bulletin/Website/Church Media/Faith 
 Formation Assistant
Jason Buckley7346715101 x105
 jbuckley@olow.org
Director of Religious Education
Claudette Wagner7346715101 x106
 cwagner@olow.org
RCIA Coordinator
Pat Butler7346715101 x108
 pbutler@olow.org
Christian Service Coordinator
Sue Perry7346715101 x101
 sperry@olow.org
Children’s Liturgy of the Word/Acolyte
Coordinator
Jeanie MorganLambrix7346715101 x113
 jlambrix@olow.org
Music Ministry
Bob Amore7346715101 x103
 ramore@olow.org
Maintenance
 Vince Glod7346715101 x111
 vglod@olow.org
Vito Scalise

Bulletin Information

Requests to have information put in the parish bulletin
must be sent to bulletin@olow.org one week prior to
publication and are subject review and/or modification.

WOODHAVEN, MI
Mass, Confession, Adoration 
and Sacramental Information
Weekend Liturgies
Saturday4:00 PM
Sunday9:00 AM & 11:00 AM
Weekday Liturgies
Monday, Tuesday, and Friday9:00 AM
Thursday6:00 PM
Private Confession
Saturday33:30 PM or by appointment
Baptisms
Call Fr. Bob for details and to set up an
appointment.
Weddings
One member of the engaged couple must be a
participating registered member of OLOW at least
one year before wedding date. Call the office during
business hours to make an appointment.
Funerals
Family members should contact the parish office for
an appointment to make final arrangements at 734
6715101.
Want to be a Catholic?
Pat Butler7346715101 x108 
Homebound Communion
 Father Bob7346715101 x107
Eucharistic Adoration
 Monday  Wednesday, & Friday9 AM4 PM
 Thursday9 AM8 PM

Parish Pastoral Council Members
 Fr. Bob
 Al Cotto²Chairperson
 Heather Klindt²Parish Council Secretary
 Daniel Hyman
 Thomas Nonnenmacher²Vice Chairperson
 John Barkley
 Binnie Traill²Vicariate Representative
 Peter Caldwell

Parish Finance Council Members
 Fr. Bob
 Dale Roman²President
 Jerry LeBoeuf 
 Jim Strachan
 Michelle Jesue
 Julius D’sa


Through the gratuitous support of our advertisers, The Branch, 
as we know it, is possible. Please support those who support us.

Woodhaven

(734) 676-2200
Serving Southeastern
Michigan for 75 Years!

TRENTON
ALLEN PARK

Brownstown
Ecorse
18925 Telegraph
3815 W. Jefferson
734-281-3900
313-386-5800
Your Financial Partner for Life
www.communityfocusfcu.org

ROCKWOOD
MONROE

PROTECTION YOU
CAN DEPEND ON
Cheryl Cybulla Savage

Compliments of:

Dearborn Trentwood
Farm Market

KSP Insurance Agency, Inc.

16135 West Rd

1420 Ford Ave., Wyandotte

734-285-5600

(734) 671-1610

www.kspinsurance.com

Drs. Jackson, Snider & Parker
CPA P.C.

www.bovitzcpa.com
TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICES
RETIREMENT PLANNING
ELDERCARE ADVISORY SERVICES

Rob Bovitz, CPA, CSA
1651 Kingsway Ct • Trenton • (734) 671-5300

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
254 West Road • Trenton

734 671-CARE (2273)

Holbrook’s
(734)

675-3456/(888)705-ROOF

RAMIREZ ELECTRIC INC.
Licensed and Insured
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

10% OFF Any Service w/ad

~ 30 Years in Business ~
MARK R. RAMIREZ President
1318 Ford Ave. • Wyandotte

734-282-5823

NURSING
CENTER, INC.

Since 1953

13460 Northline Rd.
Southgate, MI 48195

EXCEPTIONAL HEALTHCARE in a
Comfortable, Friendly, Safe Environment
18500 Van Horn Rd. • Woodhaven
(734) 676-7575 • Fax (734) 692-0039

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

734-285-0110

Mon., Thurs. 10-8
Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10-6
Sat. 9-5

ABOVE ALL

www.JabroCarpetOne.com

LIQUOR • FINE WINES • IMPORTED BEERS
JUICE • WATER • SOFT DRINKS

2811 Fort St.
Wyandotte

734-282-3800
www.discountdrinksetc.com

Chimneys • Porches
Roofing • Brick/Block
Siding • Gutters

MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC

NOW Offering Parishioner Discounts!

Patrick Hand

1165 Eureka Road • Wyandotte

SPECIAL 10% OFF

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE

Fast, Reliable, and Affordable! Call Today!

734-281-4899

www.aboveallmc.com
THIS SPACE IS
Contact Sheila Thomas to place an ad today!
sethomas@4lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6465

4-D-5-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

LYONS
TOWING
16130 West Rd • Woodhaven, MI 48183

734-676-6333

LYONSTOWING@COMCAST.NET

14-0188/i

THIS SPACE IS

Nail Garden

OPEN 7 DAYS!

Downriver’s #1Nail Salon, Open Since 2003
YOUR FULL SERVICE ARTIFICIAL & NATURAL NAIL

(734) 676-5800

23760 West Rd. • nailgardenmichigan.com
Nails for Work, Prom, Weddings or Any Occasion • Massages and Waxing

20 Pedi Spas Available • VIP Room for Private Parties

Rony’s Body Shop
Family Owned & Operated Since 1959

11650 Allen Road, Taylor
(between Goddard & Northline)

See us for…

• Auto Body Repair
• Painting - No Job Too Small
• Specialty painting - Detailing for
Special or Classic Cars
• Complete Suspension Work
• Struts, Shocks, Brakes, C.V. Joints

(734) 287-3910
Monday-Friday, 8-6
Parish Member

www.ronysbodyshop.com

Celebrate the life

Cherish the memories.

(734) 671-5400 • Allen Park • Trenton

• Rockwood • Monroe

martenson.com
Retired Law Enforcement

LET US PLACE
YOUR AD HERE.

ELITE FIVE-O INVESTIGATIONS
(734) 558-9351 • d.abraham@att.net
D.A. 22257 Glenwood Lane • Woodhaven, MI
All Types of Investigating & Security

Available 7 Days / 24 Hours / 365 Days a Year

REAL ESTATE GROUP
Residential • Commercial

Wyandotte: (734) 284-8888
Trenton: (734) 479-6000

www.downriverrealestategroup.com

4-D-5-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0188/o

