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OUR LADY OF THE WOODS 

A����� 16, 2020�

We, the Roman Catholic faith community of Our Lady of the Woods, in communion with ONE, HOLY, 

CATHOLIC, and APOSTOLIC Church and under the patronage of Mary, are joined together as a people of God. 

Our mission is to spread the Gospel and bring people into a relationship with God and one another through the 

celebration of the Sacraments, especially the Holy Eucharist. We live out Christ’s mission in the world through 

evangelization, worship, education, stewardship, and service to the needy.�
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Zeniewcz�

 Sunday, August 16�

       Denise Armstrong……………………...…….died 1986�

       Frank Pruchniewski…………………..……...died 1993�

       Walter Lipa Sr…………………………...…...died 2002�

       John Thompson……………………….……...died 2002�

       Dorothy Rucinski…………………….………died 2008�

       John Fallu……………………………..……...died 2013�

Monday, August 17�

       Robert Ring….…………………….…............died 1983�

       Vincenzo Felici………………………...…….died 2002�

       Gloria Wick…………………………………..died 2009�

       Robert DeCelle……………………………….died 2011�

Tuesday, August 18�

       John Anderson……………………...…..…….died 1987�

       Virginia Maiani………………………….…...died 1995�

       Marian O’Meara…………………….………..died 2001�

Wednesday, August 19�

       William Cheetam………...……………….…..died 2003�

       Agnes Pisz……………...…………………….died 2006�

Thursday, August 20�

       Bradley Usher……….…....………….….…....died 1988�

       Thelma Eberle……………...………..……….died 1990�

 Friday, August 21�

       Augusta Berry…………………...……..…….died 1979�

       Lauren Pianelli……………..….…….….……died 1993�

       Ronald Zarbaugh………….……………….…died 1994�

       Rachel Hale……………………….…………..died 1998�

Saturday, August 22�

       Joan Mayer……..….…...……...…………......died 2000�

       James Lucci…..…...…………....………...…..died 2002�

       Patricia Frye………………………….……….died 2004�

       Marie Licari………………………...………...died 2014�

Prayer List for Service Men & Women�

�

Erika Antanovich�E4 (US Air Force)�

Cpt. Andrew Compean (US Army)�

Maj. Eric DuChene (US Marine)�

Jacob Godlewski (US Navy)�

2nd Lt. Jeremy Gomez (US Air Force)�

1st Lt. Brandon Marquette (US Marine)�

O1 Nicholas Rigotti (Naval Reserves)�

MA2 Adam Strachan (US Navy)�

Spec. Nicole Kimberlin  (US Army)�

�

Lord God, Almighty Father, creator of mankind and author of 

peace, as we are ever mindful of the cost paid for the liberty we 

possess, we ask you to bless the members of our armed forces.  

Give them courage, hope and strength.  May they ever experience 

your firm support, gentle love and compassionate healing.  Be 

their power and protector, leading them from darkness to light.  

To you be all glory, honor and praise, now and forever.  Amen. �

Despite the challenges facing us, many of you have 

faithfully kept up your weekly contributions. THANK 

YOU for your generous support! �

�

Online offering, mail in your envelopes, and using the 

drop box in church or mailbox outside the parish office 

are all options available to you. If you have questions, 

please contact the office for more information.�

�

If you are not able to support our parish financially, 

please take time to pray for our parish and an end to 

the COVID�19 pandemic. No matter how you support 

our parish, THANK YOU for all you do!�

Prayer to Save a Baby from Abortion�

�

“Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I love you very much.�

I beg you to spare the life of the unborn baby that I have 

spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion.� �

Amen.”�

�

�Prayer of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen�

�

62,157,364�

abortions in the United States since Roe v. Wade (1973).�

Source:  numberofabortions.com�
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FROM OUR HOOD IN THE WOODS�

20TH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME�

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, �

�

It is a traditional�American folk song�whose lyrics likely stretch back to the slave era and has been used for labor and civil 

rights movements as well as numerous sit�in protests as a show of resistance.�

�

Johnny Cash and�Elvis Presley�recorded two of the most notable versions of this song. Maya Angelou�also titled a book of 

her poetry after it, a testament to resilience, courage, and perseverance.�

�

I SHALL NOT BE, I SHALL NOT BE MOVED! I SHALL NOT BE,  I SHALL NOT BE MOVED…LIKE A TREE 

PLANTED BY THE WATER, I SHALL NOT BE MOVED!�

�

I can’t help but think that the Caananite woman in Matthew 15:21�28 was singing that song as she engaged in her dialogue 

with Jesus in the gospel of this weekend.�

The Caananite woman “stands her ground” and will not be moved! First, Jesus does not even respond to her.  His disciples 

come and say: “Send her away” as if in almost a dismissive manner. What does Jesus do at that moment? Jesus says to the 

Canaanite woman: “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But the woman says to Jesus: “Lord, help me.” 

Even then Jesus remarks: “It is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the dogs.” At that point, I myself, 

would have probably given up, or walked away feeling dejected.  What does the Canaanite woman do? She responds using 

the same descriptive language that Jesus uses, staying right there with him, pleading her cause.  It is right after this moment 

that Jesus responds: “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.”�

�

I can’t help but think two things here:�

1.� In certain moments of our lives, in our dialogue with Jesus, he wants to know how deep things truly matter to us. 

Are we willing to truly interact with Jesus, and be invested in the relationship due to what our faith should look like: 

as in that of the Caananite woman? But there also is a ‘flip side”:�

2.� Have I ever dismissed another person in my life?  How dismissive can I be towards others’ ideas, opinions, or 

perspectives, what they care about or want to achieve, or what matters to them?�

�

And if we truly stand for what we hear in Philippians 4:8 “…whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever 

is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable�if anything is excellent or praiseworthy�think about such things,” then, 

our community needs us to “persevere” and to be “defiant” through our faith in God.�

�

One of my favorite scenes in the movie, “The Help” is when Charlotte Phelan says to her daughter Skeeter: “Courage 

sometimes skips a generation. Thank you for bringin' it back to our family.” Do we have that same courage, that resilience 

these days of Covid�19, amongst racial tensions, of encountering the unknown through “families of parishes”?�

�

Can we with our faith in God, our openness to the Holy Spirit,  and our relationship in Christ Jesus with everything going on 

in our lives say: “I SHALL NOT BE MOVED.” With all the challenges and disruptions due to this pandemic: I SHALL 

NOT BE MOVED! With so many voices trying to confuse us from THE REAL TRUTH by trying to distort and 

disorientate us with their own underlying agendas: I SHALL NOT BE MOVED! With some of humanity’s worst being 

manifested through being tired, weary, or in some cases “selfish”…I SHALL NOT BE MOVED!�

�

We shall not be moved from encouraging, allowing and nurturing the values of God’s Kingdom because as we hear in the 

second reading today from Romans 11: “For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable” and from our first reading from 

Isaiah 56: “Observe what is right, do what is just…”�

�

We shall not be moved in standing for the right of all life from the minute of 

conception…�

�

We shall not be moved even through the tragedies we have had to deal with 

within our own church where injustice and sinfulness could have caused us to 

walk away…�

�

We take courage and join with the Caananite woman: we shall not be moved!�

�

In the Word, �

Fr. Bob �
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Readings for the Week�

Sunday: Is 56:1, 6�7/Ps 67:2�3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 11:13�15, 

29�32/Mt 15:21�28�

Monday: Ez 24:15�24/Dt 32:18�19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 

19:16�22�

Tuesday: Ez 28:1�10/Dt 32:26�27ab, 27cd�28, 30, 35cd�

36ab [39c]/Mt 19:23�30�

Wednesday: Ez 34:1�11/Ps 23:1�3a, 3b�4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 20:1�

16�

Thursday: Ez 36:23�28/Ps 51:12�13, 14�15, 18�19 [Ez 

36:25]/Mt 22:1�14�

Friday: Ez 37:1�14/Ps 107:2�3, 4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [1]/Mt 22:34�

40�

Saturday: Ez 43:1�7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11�12, 13�14 [cf. 

10b]/Mt 23:1�12�

Next Sunday: Is 22:19�23/Ps 138:1�2, 2�3, 6, 8 [8bc]/Rom 

11:33�36/Mt 16:13�20 �

What’s Happening at Our Parish?�

Sunday� Public Mass (with live stream), 9 AM�

Public Mass (with live stream), 11 AM�

Monday� SVdP Food Pantry (drive�up only), 10 AM�

Fr. Bob’s Weekly Address Video�

Take 5 Video�

Wednesday� SVdP Food Pantry (drive�up only), 10 AM�

Online Mass�

Rosary at the Statue of Mary, 7 PM�

Saturday� Individual Confession, 3 PM�

Public Mass, 4 PM�

��Monday�Friday: Church open for private prayer from 

9:00 AM�4:00 PM.�

Tuesday� Public Mass, 9 AM�

Friday� Public Mass, 9 AM�

Monday,  August 17�

� 9:00am� For an increase to the Priesthood at the 

AOD �

�

Tuesday,  August 18�

� 9:00am� �Eleanor Allie�

� � req.by OLOW Music Ministry�

�

Thursday,  August 20�

� 9:00am� For an end to the corona virus�

�

Friday,  August 21�

� 9:00am� �Rose McDermott�

� � req.by Tom and Rose Vitale�

�

Saturday,  August 22�

� 4:00pm� For the parishioners of OLOW�

�

Sunday,  August 23�

� 9:00am� �Joseph Phan Nguyen�

� � req.by Tien Park�

� � �

� � Bea Csaszar�

� � req.by Sue Perry�

�

� 11:00am� �John Zak�

� � req.by Tien Park�

Observances�

Sunday:� 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

Monday:� �

Tuesday:� �

Wednesday:� St. John Eudes, Priest�

Thursday:� St. Bernard, �

� Abbot and Doctor of the Church�

Friday:� St. Pius X, Pope�

Saturday:� The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin 

� Mary�

Next Sunday:� 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time�

LIVE THE LITURGY�

As much as some folks may not want to admit it, we all 

want to be healed. Human beings suffer physically, 

mentally, socially, and spiritually. There are many wounds. 

Of all of the maladies that can afflict us, the ones that 

require the greatest attention are of a spiritual nature. What 

can happen if we are healed inwardly, brought back to 

center, and restored in our relationships, especially in our 

relationship with God? We will find the courage, strength, 

conviction, and hope needed to deal with the more tangible 

struggles that may not find an easy remedy. Inner strength, 

gained by persistent faith, is what allows strong, 

determined, and courageous people to overcome incredible 

challenges and hurdles. Be persistent in your faith, and seek 

the inner spiritual healing that you so desperately desire and 

need. �

Every Wednesday, Our Lady’s 

Catholic Women will be hosting a 

Rosary at the statue of Mary at 7:00 

PM. Rain or shine! All are welcome! �
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WHO WILL DEVELOP THE MODELS AND STRUCTURES FOR THE FAMILIES OF PARISHES?�

While the move to Families of Parishes has been deemed necessary and appropriate by Archbishop Vigneron, the specifics 

about how best to achieve this directive have not been decided. A proposal has been drafted based on an initial assessment of 

our own circumstances, combined with what has been learned from other dioceses who have made similar structural changes. 

A phase of discernment and planning will take place from Pentecost through Advent of 2020.�

�

From June 2020 through December 2020, we will prayerfully discern the model and structures for the Families of Parishes in 

the Archdiocese. Three teams comprised of priests and laity will work to further develop the Family of Parishes model for the 

Archdiocese of Detroit: Governance and Leadership, Mission Direct, and Mission Support.�

�

The Governance and Leadership Team is charged with developing one model (or multiple models, if required) of governance 

for Families of Parishes. These models of governance will cover priests assigned to the Family of Parishes, parish pastoral 

councils, parish finance councils, leadership teams, and a parish finance officer. This team is also charged with providing 

suggestions for necessary revisions to the priest assignment process in support of revised roles and responsibilities for priests 

in Families of Parishes.�

�

The Mission Direct Team is charged with developing one model (or multiple models if required) of administration in 

Families of Parishes for the functions that directly minister to the faithful, including but not limited to Directors of Religious 

Education, Youth Ministers, Music Ministers, and new parish staff positions to advance the mission.�

�

The Mission Support Team is charged with developing one model (or multiple models if required) of administration in 

Families of Parishes for the functions that support parish ministry to the faithful, including but not limited to Human 

Resources, Information Technology, Parish Finances, and maintenance.�

�

From June to December, there will be monthly meetings with the presbyterate. These meetings will be an opportunity to hear 

updates from the three planning teams, discuss proposals and gather feedback. In addition, during these months the regional 

bishops and vicars of the Archdiocese will lead prayerful reflections on the preliminary groupings of Families of Parishes. 

This phase will culminate in proposals to be sent to the Archbishop for his review and approval. �

�

WHO WILL LEAD EACH FAMILY OF PARISHES? WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO THE OTHER PASTOR/

ADMINISTRATORS IN EACH FAMILY?�

From Pentecost to Advent, a team of priests and Curia leaders will advise Archbishop Vigneron on the new governance and 

leadership structure for all the Families of Parishes in the Archdiocese. This time of discernment will include studying 

models other dioceses have used. There will be consultation with these dioceses about what has worked and what hasn’t 

worked. The goal is to establish a new structure that allows for multiple priests to serve the Family of Parishes with their 

unique talents and experiences, creating a leadership and governance structure that maximizes all our resources for mission.�

�

We know that roles will change for many priests. Based on conversations with other dioceses that have adopted similar 

models, we are confident that the structures adopted for Families of Parishes will make the best use of our priests’ talents and 

charisms, allowing them to spend more time focusing on the very important work for which they were ordained: less focus on 

administration and more time ministering to the people of God. �
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The Assumption: A Sign of Hope�

Is the resurrection a concept or reality? For many of us, the 

resurrection of the dead may be a stray idea recite in the 

Nicene Creed. Heaven we discuss. But resurrection? The 

feast of the Assumption is a reminder to us that heaven gets 

even better! We pray that the souls of the faithful departed 

would soon be united to God in heaven. The truth is, the 

separation between our souls and our bodies was not God’s 

original plan for things. It’s one of the results of the Fall, of 

original sin. At the end of time and Jesus’ second coming, 

our bodies and souls will be reunited. Lest we forget, Mary’s 

Assumption is the reminder. Today, we celebrate that Mary 

is enjoying what we, too, hope to participate in � complete 

joy in heaven with our God, experienced body and soul. 

Today and every day, let’s pray for those who have died and 

that we may meet them again in the heavenly kingdom.�

Marian Feasts�

QUESTION: �

Why does Mary have 

so many feast days 

and names?�

�

ANSWER:�

Christians first began 

celebrating feast 

days in honor of 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus, in the fifth century. That 

celebration (originally called the Feast of the Dormition and 

now known by Roman Catholics as the Solemnity of the 

Assumption) was celebrated on August 15. Very soon, 

however, other special days dedicated to Mary began to 

appear in Jerusalem, Rome, and other major cities of the 

Christian world. These days of feasting became important 

parts of the life of the community. But, more importantly, 

each of these unique celebrations became an opportunity to 

focus on a different facet of the Christian faith, as believers 

focused their attention on specific events or mysteries of the 

lives of Mary and her Son.�

�

Over the centuries, some of these celebrations became 

universal (such as the Assumption on August 15, the 

Immaculate Conception on December 8, and the Solemnity 

of Mary, Mother of God on January 1). Other celebrations 

were more closely tied to certain religious orders (such as 

the Carmelites celebration of “Our Lady of Mount Carmel” 

on July 16 or the Servite Friars feast of the “Seven Sorrows 

of Mary,” which is now celebrated as the Memorial of Our 

Lady of Sorrows on September 15).�

�

In more recent times, Marian apparitions (like Guadalupe, 

Lourdes, and Fatima) have inspired special liturgical 

celebrations. Pope Francis has added two new celebrations 

of Mary to the Church’s calendar: The Memorial of Mary, 

Mother of the Church (on the Monday after Pentecost) and 

the Commemoration of Our Lady of Loreto (on December 

10). The various titles of Mary (like those we find in the 

Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary) help us to reflect on 

different aspects of Mary’s faith and the ways that the Holy 

Spirit is at work in her and through her, especially as the 

Mother of Jesus.�

�

In the end, whatever the event or mystery being celebrated 

in a particular liturgy or the title of Mary being used, we are 

invited to always see Mary in connection with the saving 

work of her Son. She is, of course, a patroness and protector 

for every Christian, but she is also a model of discipleship 

and contemplation: “Having entered deeply into the history 

of salvation, Mary, in a way, unites in her person and re�

echoes the most important doctrines of the faith: and when 

she is the subject of preaching and worship she prompts the 

faithful to come to her Son, to his sacrifice and to the love 

of the Father” (Lumen Gentium, 65). �

PRAYER TO �

OUR LADY OF THE WOODS, �

OUR PATRONESS�

OUR LADY OF THE WOODS CATHOLIC PARISH�

WOODHAVEN, MICHIGAN�

�

Our Lady of the Woods,�

through the faith of Santi Bevilacqua, his friends and uncle,�

you call us to trust in your Son, Jesus,�

as we walk through the various brambles of our lives.�

�

We ask your intercession before your Son,�

for our parish dedicated to you,�

that our faith community will walk the path of courage, 

justice, truth, love and holiness,�

joining in the spirit of Santi’s Uncle and his village�

who rebuilt the church in your honor�

from the foundations they found in the woods.�

�

May we continue to build �

on the foundations of our Catholic faith�

with the values of God's Kingdom�

to transform our parish and God's People�

through the woods we have been placed in�

within this present community. �

�

Amen.�
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45TH ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION & RAFFLE�

Hopefully by now everyone has 

received  a letter announcing the events 

of  our 45th Anniversary Celebration as 

well as Raffle Tickets for our Annual Parish Raffle.  

Following is a summary of the upcoming events as well as a 

few directives to help  keep you  informed and up�to�date as 

plans develop.�

�

THE RAFFLE�

All registered families have been mailed two (2) books of 

raffle tickets with 10 tickets in each book.  The tickets are 

$5.00  or a total of $50 per book of 10  or $100 for both 

books . We  ask that you do your best to either buy or sell at 

least one book.  Extra books are available.  The Annual 

Parish Raffle has always been the main fundraiser for Our 

Lady of the Woods.  Proceeds from the raffle help support 

the parish budget and allow for ongoing maintenance and 

repair projects for the church, the  buildings and  the 

grounds. �

�

Ticket Returns can be mailed to the parish office, dropped 

in the locked box located at the back of the church after any 

Mass, or can be placed in the mail box located just outside 

the parish office on any weekday.  �

�

Drawing Date:  Sunday, September 20, 2020 at 3:00 PM 

in the Social Hall.�

�

Grand Prize is $4,000; Second Prize is $1,000; and Third 

Prize is $500.�

�

SELLER INCENTIVES�

For each complete book of tickets sold, the 

seller will receive a pre�numbered Rubber 

Duck which will be placed in the “duck 

tank” and  entered in the special Early Bird 

Drawing for a $300 Cash Prize on 

Sunday, August 30th and again for a $200 

Cash Prize on Sunday, September 13th.   �

�

NOTE: All tickets, sold or unsold, must be returned to the 

parish office on or before the drawing date.  If you have 

questions regarding the raffle, please feel free to contact 

Jerry & Kathy LeBoeuf 734�692�8827. Thank you in 

advance for your support of this very important fundraiser 

for Our Lady of the Woods.�

Have you given your 

feedback on the Family of 

Parishes? We want to hear 

from you. If you prefer to 

answer electronically, 

simply scan this QR code 

with your smartphone, visit 

us on Facebook, or use the 

Parish App.�

HOW FAMILIES OF PARISHES DIFFER 

FROM CLUSTERS�

�

ONE PRIEST SPREAD THIN IN CLUSTERED 

PARISHES�

In a cluster arrangement, one priest, sometimes with the 

assistance of an associate pastor or a deacon, is assigned to 

care for all administrative and ministerial aspects of 

multiple parishes. Each of those parishes maintains its own 

staff, parish council, finance council, worship site, Mass 

schedule, and so on. Overseeing the life of multiple parishes 

is challenging for individual pastors, who face many 

demands on their time and energies with little time 

remaining to care for the souls of their parishioners and for 

missionary outreach. Parishioners often feel as if they don’t 

receive the support that they want and need from clergy.�

�

MULTIPLE CLERGY, COLLABORATIVE 

ADMINISTRATION IN FAMILIES OF PARISHES�

In the proposed model of Family of Parishes, one priest will 

be responsible for the administration of multiple parishes, 

with the support of a Parish Finance Officer, a newly 

created position filled by a lay person or deacon who has 

experience in business and managing an organization. 

Importantly, the pastor of a Family of Parishes also will be 

joined by additional clergy � priests and deacons � who 

are assigned to the Family of Parishes. And while each 

parish in a Family of Parishes will remain separate and 

distinct, it is our hope that the parish councils and finance 

councils within a Family will work together as a team to 

advise their pastor. In addition, while the parishes will 

remain unique, parish staff will, much like the clergy, be 

consolidated to support the entire Family of Parishes. There 

is typically no such coordination or collaboration between 

clustered parishes.�

�

CLERGY FOCUSED ON PASTORAL CARE IN 

FAMILIES OF PARISHES�

Being largely freed from administrative responsibilities, the 

additional priests and deacons of a Family of Parishes will 

be able to focus on missionary outreach as well as 

sacramental and pastoral care of parishioners. Another 

benefit from this model involves aging and at�risk clergy, 

who will no longer face the burden of choosing between 

retirement or handling all the aspects of running and 

ministering to their parish communities. They will be able 

to continue in ministry in ways that protect their health 

while still making valuable and needed contributions to 

their communities. All clergy assigned to a Family of 

Parishes will be able to leverage their charisms and 

strengths in the work they do, supported by a talented and 

trained lay staff.�
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In the book “Becoming Catholic” 

by David Yamane, he studied the 

reasons people enter an RCIA 

program. Did you know 72% of 

respondents say their family was the 

main reason they joined the 

Catholic Church? Many express it 

was a direct invitation from a family 

member that prompted their entry to 

the RCIA program. If you have a 

spouse, In�Law or other family 

member who has expressed interest 

or attends Mass with you, maybe it 

is time to extend an invitation. I 

invite you to attend the sessions 

also. � The Rite of Christian 

Initiation for Adults will begin 

Thursday evenings, September 

17. � I am always happy to provide additional information 

about the RCIA program, Pat Butler, RCIA Coordinator. 

You can contact me my emailing me 

at�pbutler@olow.org�or call the office at 671�5101. �

WHY DO WE DO THAT? � CATHOLIC 

LIFE EXPLAINED�

THE GIVING OF TREASURE �

Question:�

Why are Catholics required to give money to the Church?�

�

Answer:�

Offering money and other goods to God and the Church is, 

before all else, a statement of gratitude. We see this when 

we look at how our spiritual ancestors showed their 

gratitude to God for the gifts they had received (e.g. 

Genesis 14:18�20 and Genesis 28:16�22). One of the ways 

they offered thanks to God was through a practice called 

“tithing,” in which 10 percent of a person’s goods (crops, 

livestock, money, etc.) were given back to God.�

�

Today, the practice of tithing � giving 10 percent � is still 

common in many Protestant communities, but it is not 

required for Catholics. Instead, the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church teaches us that, “The faithful also have the 

duty of providing for the material needs of the Church, each 

according to [their] own abilities” (no. 2043). This means 

that, although we are not bound to practice “tithing” in the 

traditional sense, we do share a responsibility to share our 

money or other resources with our parish communities. 

Like our spiritual ancestors, we give as a sign of our 

gratitude for the many gifts that God has given to us. 

Beyond this, we also share our resources with other 

Catholic organizations to help them finance their ministries, 

to continue and grow their outreach to the poor and the 

needy, and to provide just wages for their employees.�

�

How much we give depends on our individual 

circumstances, but since we share a responsibility for the 

programs, outreach, and health of our parish communities 

and Catholic organizations, this question gives us a 

wonderful opportunity to ask some important questions 

about the quality of our giving and what our priorities are. 

Remember, we are only stewards of our time, talents, and 

treasures and as the First Letter of Peter reminds us, “As 

each one of you has received a gift, use it to serve one 

another as good stewards of God’s varied graces” (4:10). �

�

EDITOR’S NOTE:�

When I was assembling this week’s edition of The Branch, 

I found this particular column of “Why Do We Do That?” 

to be quite timely. Many people believe that the only way to 

give back to the parish is through the collection boxes; 

however, there are so many more!�

�

Although the liturgical ministries are limited currently due 

to the pandemic, there is always an opportunity to add a 

lector, commentator, acolyte, media, or Extraordinary 

Minister of the Eucharist. And opportunities exist outside of 

the Mass as well: Homebound Ministry, Plarners, Rosary 

Makers, Our Lady’s Catholic Women, the Men’s Group, 

Knights of Columbus, grounds help, and many more! Your 

talents are welcome & appreciate at Our Lady of the 

Woods!�

Southern Downriver Right to Life’s 10th 

Annual Golf for Life Outing �

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 �

GROSSE ILE GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB �

�

The Tenth Annual Golf for Life Outing is the primary 

event to benefit Southern Downriver Right to Life in 2020.�

�

18 Hole Scramble Registration @ 10:00 am �

Shot�Gun Start @ 11:00 am �

Cocktails @ 4:30 pm �

Dinner @ 5:00 pm �

�

Sponsor Options Available! Please contact Joe Connors for 

more info at joe@jgc�solutions.com or at 734�735�8001 (C) �

�

*See Registration Form on the Back or register online at 

www.SDRTL.org Hole in One Contest Sponsored by 

Groulx Buick GMC **Individual Golfers Welcome** �

�

This is our major fundraising event to support 

SDRTL� activities. We subsidize students from Gabriel 

Richard and Cabrini and other local youth to travel via 

buses to the March for Life in Washington DC in late 

January every year. We contribute monies to local 

pregnancy crisis centers. We enable RTL of Michigan to 

educate the public, assist legislators and endorse pro�life 

candidates in elections. Just a few major actions 

SDRTL�takes during any year. Although it requires�monies 

to support those actions. �
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Reflections On The Word of the Lord�

FIRST READING�

After Israel’s return from their captivity in Babylon, Isaiah 

prophesied the Lord’s salvation to all people of faith and 

good will, not just Israel. Why do you think some people 

resist the idea of God’s impartiality? �

�

SECOND READING�

Paul sees the rejection of Jesus by the Jews as the vehicle 

for God’s mercy to all, both Jew and Gentile alike. When 

has God turned a negative into a positive in your life? �

�

GOSPEL READING�

We are hardwired for wholeness and crave it. When 

something is broken, we want it fixed. If a part of our body 

is not working properly, we want it healed. How often do 

we find ourselves saying, “I’m tired of struggling with this 

cold, I can’t wait for my surgery to heal, or I want my 

treatments to make me better.” Wholeness and healing 

restore our relationships and make us free to love as we 

desire. We know very well how our limitations, 

imperfections, and brokenness really limit us. They can 

easily prevent us from being and doing what we want to do.�

�

Our physical and emotional wounds and maladies are easier 

to identify. If my back hurts, I feel it and know what part of 

my body needs attention. If I am feeling intense anger, I can 

identify the emotion and take necessary steps to uncover its 

cause. Being persistent often brings greater and quicker 

results. But will pursuing and even achieving our physical 

and emotional healings really be enough? We forget that 

there is a deeper healing that we seek and desperately need. 

As we look around at humanity, there are some physical 

and emotional wounds and scars that cannot be made 

whole. They are limitations that must remain and, for one 

reason or another, cannot be rectified. Does this mean that 

the wholeness and healing that my being longs for is not 

possible for me? Must I settle with less than what God 

promises?�

�

The answer is no. Ultimately, there is a desire that goes 

deeper than the physical and emotional. It is a desire that 

resides in our soul. What we really seek and thirst for is 

healing and wholeness for our soul. Inner strength, 

conviction, focus, grounding, love, hope, faith, courage, 

determination, peace, and connectedness are all words that 

center us on eternity. They direct us to a presence we 

discover in our core, which is none other than the presence 

of God. In God, we are healed. When we are persistent in 

reaching out to and establishing our relationship with God, 

real healing and wholeness begin to happen.�

�

There are some limitations and some of our brokenness 

with which we may simply have to live. This does not mean 

that we have to abandon our journey to wholeness and 

healing. If we have done our inner soul work, we have 

worked toward and acquired what and who we ultimately 

need and desire.�

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP�

THE CHALLENGE OF STEWARDSHIP�

Every day we are called by Christ to respond in some way. 

The more practice we have at giving of ourselves freely and 

living in His presence, the easier it is to discern that call. 

Once we hear the call, the choice is ours: will we respond 

with yes or no? We could say that we are not required to 

say yes because God has given us free will. However, our 

response speaks much to where we are in our maturity of 

faith. When we were children, the word “no” used to be one 

of our favorites. If we continue to say that as we get older, 

well, that says something about where we are in our walk 

with the Lord. If we truly are disciples of Jesus Christ and 

are serious about growing in our faith, we will say “yes.” 

We are not required to say yes, but we say yes because that 

is who we have become.�

�

This is the challenge of a stewardship way of life. Have we 

matured enough to say yes when God calls, regardless of 

how much our answer may cost us? What matters more to 

us: what it will cost us or our relationship with Jesus?  

Some days we will easily be able to say yes. The grace and 

love he gives us will be plenty to see us through whatever 

situation in which we find ourselves. However, we are 

imperfect beings and there will be days when we are more 

into ourselves than him. It is on those days that we find 

ourselves at a true crossroads of a challenge. The choice is 

always ours. Hopefully, our faith will be strong enough. His 

call is never for his own sake. He calls us because the world 

he created and the Church he instituted need us. They wait 

just as he does for our response.�

�

� Tracy Earl Welliver �
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Woodhaven
(734) 676-2200

Serving Southeastern
Michigan for 75 Years!

 PROTECTION YOU
   CAN DEPEND ON
 Cheryl Cybulla Savage

KSP Insurance Agency, Inc.
1420 Ford Ave., Wyandotte

 734-285-5600
 www.kspinsurance.com

LYONS TOWING 
16130 West Rd • Woodhaven, MI 48183

 734-676-6333 LYONSTOWING@COMCAST.NET

(734)675-3456/(888)705-ROOF

Holbrook’s Turf Doctor
Ask For Mike Bozzo 313-928-5514

Fertilizing - Aeration
Weed & Insect Control-Seed

Discounts to Parishioners
www.turfdoctor.biz

 FREE Estimate 

 Commercial & Residential
 Lawn & Snow Equipment

734-231-1400
25024 Research Way • Woodhaven, MI 48183

Parts & Service for ALL Brands

Compliments of:
Dearborn Trentwood

Farm Market
16135 West Rd
(734) 671-1610

 CPA P.C.
 www.bovitzcpa.com
 TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICES
 RETIREMENT PLANNING
 ELDERCARE ADVISORY SERVICES

Rob Bovitz, CPA, CSA
1651 Kingsway Ct • Trenton • (734) 671-5300

RAMIREZ ELECTRIC INC.
Licensed and Insured

Residential, Commercial & Industrial
10% OFF Any Service w/ad

~ 30 Years in Business ~
MARK R. RAMIREZ President

1318 Ford Ave. • Wyandotte
734-282-5823

Since 1953
13460 Northline Rd. Southgate, 

MI 48195

734-285-0110
Mon., Thurs. 10-8

Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10-6
Sat. 9-5

www.JabroCarpetOne.com
NOW Offering Parishioner Discounts!

 Chimneys • Porches
 Roofing • Brick/Block
 Siding • Gutters

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE
Fast, Reliable, and Affordable! Call Today!

734-281-4899
www.aboveallmc.com

ABOVE ALL
MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC
1165 Eureka Road • Wyandotte

SPECIAL 10% OFFSPECIAL 10% OFF

 Drs. Jackson, Snider & Parker
 Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
 254 West Road • Trenton
 734 671-CARE (2273)

Contact Dom DiPasqua to place an ad today! 
ddipasqua@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6637

A Touch of GlassA Touch of Glass
Flowers & GiftsFlowers & Gifts

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONSFLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Curbside Pickup • No Contact DeliveryCurbside Pickup • No Contact Delivery

3254 West Rd. • Trenton3254 West Rd. • Trenton
734-671-0500734-671-0500

www.atouchofglassflorist.comwww.atouchofglassflorist.com

18500 Van Horn Road, Woodhaven, MI 48183
734.676.7575 | SYMPHONYAPPLEWOOD.COM
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REAL ESTATE GROUP
Residential • Commercial

Wyandotte: (734) 284-8888
Trenton: (734) 479-6000

www.downriverrealestategroup.com

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
 24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

734-526-4176

 Nail Garden
 Downriver’s #1Nail Salon, Open Since 2003
 YOUR FULL SERVICE ARTIFICIAL & NATURAL NAIL

 (734) 676-5800
 23760 West Rd. • nailgardenmichigan.com

Nails for Work, Prom, Weddings or Any Occasion • Massages and Waxing
20 Pedi SPaS available • viP Room foR PRivate PaRtieS

OPEN 7 DAYS!

Rony’s Body Shop
Family Owned & Operated Since 1959

11650 Allen Road, Taylor
(between Goddard & Northline)

See us for…
• Auto Body Repair

• Painting - No Job Too Small
• Specialty painting - Detailing for 

Special or Classic Cars
• Complete Suspension Work

• Struts, Shocks, Brakes, C.V. Joints

(734) 287-3910
Monday-Friday, 8-6

Parish Member

www.ronysbodyshop.com

Celebrate the life       Cherish the memories.

martenson.com

• Allen Park • Trenton
• Rockwood • Monroe

(734) 671-5400

Retired Law Enforcement

ELITE FIVE-O INVESTIGATIONS
(734) 558-9351 • d.abraham@att.net

22257 Glenwood Lane • Woodhaven, MI
 All Types of Investigating & Security
 Available 7 Days / 24 Hours / 365 Days a Year

D.A.

Benefits for Health -
Potential for Wealth

Anti-aging, immune boosting, “Free radical” 
protection, ultra Hydrating, energizing, wt. loss! 

Chaplain John.. “You’ll feel it!”
Simply text friends and loved ones, to

URL: chaplainjm.mytyent.com
Resultant sale? Generous Thanks of $200+ based on the purchase.
Start feeling great and living a healthy alkaline lifestyle 

today with the #1 rated water ionizer by celebrities, 
doctors, athletes and people just like you.


