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Zeniewcz�

Sunday, September 6�

       Helen Herk…………………………………..died 1988�

       John Zanski………………………………….died 1990�

       Helen Jankowski…………………………….died 1994�

       Raymond Schattler…………………………..died 2002�

�

Monday, September 7�

       Michael Burnett………………..….…….........died 1985�

       Irving Stedman……………..…...……...….....died 1988�

       Susan Rohmer…………………………....…..died 1997�

       Kenneth Horan………………………..……...died 2003�

       Richard Bielec…………………………..……died 2016�

       Dolores Saez…………………………...……..died 2018�

       Ilene Devine…………………………..……...died 2017�

       Ronald  Vann………………………..……….died 1981�

�

Tuesday, September 8�

       Romolo Bianco………………...……………..died 1991�

       Deborah LaFeve……………….....……...…...died 1998�

       Albert Kiturkes………………………….……died 1999�

       Martin Benavides…………………….……….died 2013�

       Lawrence Maple…………………….………..died 1993�

�

Wednesday, September 9�

       Pietro Biundo……...………….………….…..died 2012�

       John Sheldon………………………………...died 1988�

�

Thursday, September 10�

       Marie Walstad….…....………...……….….....died 1993�

       Patricia Schattler…………….……………….died 2007�

       Gerarld Wojtkowiak……….………………...died 2012�

�

Saturday, September 12�

       Lena Cialkowski….…...……...……..……......died 1981�

       Darrell Sergent………….....…………..……..died 1995�

       Ronald Dowie……………………….....…….died 1996�

       Michael Balconi………………………..……..died 2001�

       Lucy Arnoldy……………………..….………died 1998�

Prayer List for Service Men & Women�

�

Erika Antanovich�E4 (US Air Force)�

Cpt. Andrew Compean (US Army)�

Maj. Eric DuChene (US Marine)�

Jacob Godlewski (US Navy)�

2nd Lt. Jeremy Gomez (US Air Force)�

1st Lt. Brandon Marquette (US Marine)�

O1 Nicholas Rigotti (Naval Reserves)�

MA2 Adam Strachan (US Navy)�

Spec. Nicole Kimberlin  (US Army)�

�

Lord God, Almighty Father, creator of mankind and author of 

peace, as we are ever mindful of the cost paid for the liberty we 

possess, we ask you to bless the members of our armed forces.  

Give them courage, hope and strength.  May they ever experience 

your firm support, gentle love and compassionate healing.  Be 

their power and protector, leading them from darkness to light.  

To you be all glory, honor and praise, now and forever.  Amen. �

Despite the challenges facing us, many of you have 

faithfully kept up your weekly contributions. THANK 

YOU for your generous support! �

�

Online offering, mail in your envelopes, and using the 

drop box in church or mailbox outside the parish office 

are all options available to you. �

�

If you are not able to support our parish financially, 

please take time to pray for our parish and an end to 

the COVID�19 pandemic. No matter how you support 

our parish, THANK YOU for all you do!�

Prayer to Save a Baby from Abortion�

�

“Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I love you very much.�

I beg you to spare the life of the unborn baby that I have 

spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion.� �

Amen.”�

�

�Prayer of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen�

�

62,197,591�

abortions in the United States since Roe v. Wade (1973).�

Source:  numberofabortions.com�
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FROM OUR HOOD IN THE WOODS�

23RD SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME�

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, �

�

When I was a seminarian, part of my training and formation was to take two years in another culture.  I was blessed to be 

placed (by God!) in the Caribbean on the island of Antigua.  It is there for those two years, and after ordination in 1992, that 

I was truly blessed to have as my mentor, Bishop Donald J. Reece, first of the Diocese of St. John’s�Basseterre, and then 

when he became the Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Kingston, Jamaica.  Now retired, Archbishop Reece who was 

originally from Jamaica impacted my priesthood, my vocation and helped me more clearly see the importance and the role of 

the laity within our church.�

�

I have many memories and lessons from my mentor, but one of the very clear ones is when he would sing during a homily, 

“No Man Is An Island” made famous by Joan Baez with lyrics by Peter Schickele.�

�

The Archbishop can definitely carry a tune; but it was not so much his actual voice when he sang this song. You had to look 

at his face…see his eyes and they would draw you very intensely into them because he was singing that song with such 

conviction to pave the way for his homily that day. Those lyrics would resound throughout whatever church he preached in:�

�

No man is an island, No man stands alone, Each man's joy is joy to me,�

Each man's grief is my own. We need one another, So I will defend,�

Each man as my brother, Each man as my friend.�

I saw the people gather, I heard the music start,�

The song that they were singing, Is ringing in my heart.�

No man is an island, Way out in the blue,�

We all look to the one above, For our strength to renew.�

When I help my brother, Then I know that I, �

Plant the seed of friendship, That will never die.�

�

But the phrase, “No Man Is An Island” had earlier origins. English poet John Donne, writing in the 17th century, famously 

wrote that “no man is an island,” comparing people to countries, and arguing for the interconnectedness of all people with 

God. �

�

Donne’s “Meditation 17” is one of a series of essays he wrote when he was seriously ill in the winter of 1623, and has since 

been popularly remembered for one excerpt:�

�

No man is an island, entire of itself; �

every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main.�

If a clod be washed away by the sea, Europe is the less,�

as well as if a promontory were.�

as well as if a manor of thy friend’s or of thine own were.�

Any man’s death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind;�

and therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.�

�

If we keep this phrase resonating in our hearts this weekend, and even make it more “gender friendly” by rephrasing it with 

“No one is an island’ we can better understand our readings for the Mass of the Twenty�third Sunday.�

�

In the gospel of Matthew we hear proclaimed: “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 

the midst of them.” It is not just a “ME THING”…it is a “WE THING.” There is the power of Christ’s presence when two 

or three of us gather…it brings things out of exclusivity and isolation.�

�

In the article “The Power of Praying Together” by Connie Lee she reflects on some benefits from praying together are:�

1.�Praying together, collectively more prayers are prayed.�  Each of us has a unique way of praying and praying together 

brings a new voice to the need.�

2.�Praying together gives me a deep feeling of belonging. When I am part of a group, I feel that I am a necessary part of a 

greater purpose.�

3.�Praying together improves my mood.� Looking out among others and feeling their love and care regardless of how I felt 

when I began, I leave feeling comforted.�

4.�Praying together opens my heart to the needs of the people around me and reminds me that sometimes I can be the answer 

to someone’s prayer.�

(Continued on page 5)�
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Readings for the Week�

Sunday: Ez 33:7�9/Ps 95:1�2, 6�7, 8�9 [8]/Rom 13:8�10/Mt 

18:15�20�

Monday: 1 Cor 5:1�8/Ps 5:5�6, 7, 12 [9]/Ps 5:5�6, 7, 12 [9]/

Lk 6:6�11�

Tuesday: Mi 5:1�4a or Rom 8:28�30/Ps 13:6ab, 6c [Is 

61:10]/Mt 1:1�16, 18�23 or 1:18�23�

Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25�31/Ps 45:11�12, 14�15, 16�17 [11]/

Lk 6:20�26�

Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b�7, 11�13/Ps 139:1b�3, 13�14ab, 23�24 

[24b]/Lk 6:27�38�

Friday: 1 Cor 9:16�19, 22b�27/Ps 84:3, 4. 5�6, 12 [2]/Lk 

6:39�42�

Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14�22/Ps 116:12�13, 17�18 [17]/Lk 6:43

�49�

What’s Happening at Our Parish?�

Sunday� Public Mass (with live stream), 9 AM�

Public Mass (with live stream), 11 AM�

Monday� SVdP Food Pantry (drive�up only), 10 AM�

Public Mass, 9 AM�

Fr. Bob’s Weekly Address Video�

Wednesday� SVdP Food Pantry (drive�up only), 10 AM�

Online Mass�

Rosary at the Statue of Mary, 7 PM�

Saturday� Individual Confession, 3 PM�

Public Mass, 4 PM�

��Monday�Friday: Church open for private prayer from 

9:00 AM�4:00 PM.�

Tuesday� Public Mass, 9 AM�

Friday� Public Mass, 9 AM�

Monday,  September 7�

� 9:00am� For an increase in vocations to the 

Priesthood and Religious life�

�

Tuesday,  September 8�

� 9:00am� �John Zak�

� � req.by Tien Park�

�

Thursday,  September 10�

� 9:00am� For peace  around the world�

�

Friday,  September 11�

� 9:00am� James Allen�

� � req.by Ronald and Karen Taylor�

�

Saturday,  September 12�

� 4:00pm� �Frank LaRosa�

� � req.by family�

� � �Richard Bielec �

� � (4th anniversary of death)�

� � req.by Agnes and family�

�

Sunday,  September 13�

� 9:00am� �Joseph Phan Nguyen�

� � req.by Tien Park�

� � �Mary Von Seydewitz�

� � req.by the Sosin family�

�

� 11:00am� �Judy Soyk�

� � req.by Ronald and Karen Taylor�

� � �Grace Micallef�

� � req.by the Micallef family�

Observances�

Sunday: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time�

Monday: Labor Day�

Tuesday:  The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary�

Wednesday: St. Peter Claver, Priest�

Thursday:� �

Friday:  Patriot Day�

Saturday: The Most Holy Name of Mary�

Next Sunday:  24th Sunday in Ordinary Time; �

� Grandparents’ Day�

Every Wednesday, Our Lady’s 

Catholic Women will be hosting a 

Rosary at the statue of Mary at 7:00 

PM. Rain or shine! All are welcome! �

We, the Roman Catholic faith community of Our Lady 

of the Woods, in communion with ONE, HOLY, 

CATHOLIC, and APOSTOLIC Church and under the 

patronage of Mary, are joined together as a people of 

God. Our mission is to spread the Gospel and bring 

people into a relationship with God and one another 

through the celebration of the Sacraments, especially 

the Holy Eucharist. We live out Christ’s mission in the 

world through evangelization, worship, education, 

stewardship, and service to the needy.�
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Although I know God is always with me, and I often pray 

alone and enjoy the benefits of my solitary prayer time, I 

feel his presence most strongly when I'm praying with 

others. I believe lifting one another in prayer is one of the 

richest experiences we can share.�  Together, we are 

strengthened and blessed.”�

�

“No One Is An Island” takes a different twist when we hear 

in the second reading from Romans:  “You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. Love does no evil to the neighbor; 

hence, love is the fulfillment of the law.” Active, expressive 

love must interconnect us to each other in actually coming 

to know ourselves even more.�

�

And even in the first reading from Ezekiel, God orders the 

prophet: “…warn them for me.” There are moments it is 

“not just about me.” We at times in our faith community 

must also be part of the community narrative, and be part of 

a collective responsibility, and claim it as a group.�

�

And so, during these times of a pandemic, it is even more 

vital that we stay “connected” through prayer, through love, 

through being collectively responsible for each other as 

sisters and brothers in Christ and as a parish family.�

�

And on this Labor Day Weekend, may we remember that 

the blessing of labor comes when we work WITH each 

other, and use the work of our labors FOR EACH OTHER.�

�

NO ONE IS AN ISLAND…BLESSED AND GRACE�

FILLED LABOR DAY!�

�

In the Word, �

Fr. Bob �

(Continued from page 3)�

45TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION & 

RAFFLE�

Hopefully by now everyone has received  a letter 

announcing the events of  our 45th Anniversary Celebration 

as well as Raffle Tickets for our Annual Parish Raffle.  

Following is a summary of the upcoming events as well as a 

few directives to help  keep you  informed and up�to�date as 

plans develop.�

�

THE RAFFLE�

All registered families have been mailed two (2) books of 

raffle tickets with 10 tickets in each book.  The tickets are 

$5.00  or a total of $50 per book of 10  or $100 for both 

books . We  ask that you do your best to either buy or sell at 

least one book.  Extra books are available.  The Annual 

Parish Raffle has always been the main fundraiser for Our 

Lady of the Woods.  Proceeds from the raffle help support 

the parish budget and allow for ongoing maintenance and 

repair projects for the church, the  buildings and  the 

grounds. �

�

Ticket Returns can be mailed to the parish office, dropped 

in the locked box located at the back of the church after any 

Mass, or can be placed in the mail box located just outside 

the parish office on any weekday.  �

�

Drawing Date:  Sunday, September 20, 2020 at 3:00 PM 

in the Social Hall.�

�

Grand Prize is $4,000; Second Prize is $1,000; and Third 

Prize is $500.�

�

SELLER INCENTIVES�

For each complete book of tickets sold, the seller will 

receive a pre�numbered Rubber Duck which will be placed 

in the “duck tank” and  entered in the special Early Bird 

Drawing for a  $200 Cash Prize on Sunday, September 

13th.   �

�

NOTE: All tickets, sold or unsold, must be returned to the 

parish office on or before the drawing date.  If you have 

questions regarding the raffle, please feel free to contact 

Jerry & Kathy LeBoeuf 734�692�8827. Thank you in 

advance for your support of this very important fundraiser 

for Our Lady of the Woods.�

LIVE THE LITURGY�

It is not easy to confront someone who has wronged or hurt 

us. But it is absolutely necessary to do so in order for 

reconciliation to occur. We are taught to mind our own 

business and keep our thoughts to ourselves. When we have 

been hurt or wronged and we do not acknowledge and give 

voice to it, those feelings of hurt remain in our hearts and 

can eventually turn into anger. Verbalizing our feelings can 

diffuse them, and communicating how we actually feel 

brings honesty to our relationships. This is the only way 

that the path of love can remain open and that integrity and 

mutual respect can be maintained. It is no wonder that Jesus 

absolutely insisted upon healthy and compassionate 

confrontation. People don’t always realize that they are 

doing harm. Bringing this to light is not only good for the 

one who is hurt but for the one who caused the pain. The 

new insight and revelation may prevent the action from 

being repeated again. �
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What Memories would you like to Share 

with Us? �

�

45th Our Lady of The Woods�

Wall of Memories Timeline�

�

PARISHIONER PICTURE GUIDANCE�

�

PLEASE DO NOT:�

�� Share pictures of individuals or families that are not  

related to OLOW.�

�� Black out your image in the picture because you had a 

bad hair day.�

�� Remove or block out someone’s picture because you 

are in their picture with a bad hair day.�

�

PLEASE DO:�

�� Share pictures of Past or Recent OLOW events or 

gatherings that you may have attended.�

�� Make a copy of your picture to use on the wall. Pictures 

will not be returned. (4x6 or 5x7only)�

�� If you feel the need to help us remember what that 

picture is from, use the markers provided to briefly (1�3 

words) name the event.�

�� Use small amounts of the picture clay to attach your 

pictures to the wall.�

�� Contact us first if you are in a witness protection 

program and need your picture removed.�

�

ENJOY AND SHARE THE MEMORIES!�

I remember when the pandemic began that Fr. Bob and I 

were trying envision how Holy Week & Easter Sunday 

would be handled. While I cannot speak for him, I am not 

sure I fully grasped the scope and magnitude of what was 

facing us… Almost six months later, we are still struggling 

to deal with the pandemic (wearing masks, social 

distancing, and uncertain futures).�

�

Yet even in the midst of the pandemic, we can rejoice:  Our 

Lady of the Woods Parish marks a milestone in its history. 

We celebrate the 45th anniversary of our parish on Sunday, 

September 20. A lot has happened in the last six months, 

but even more has happened in the last five hundred and 

forty months (45 * 12 = 540). �

�

We invite you to share your memories of Our Lady of the 

Woods with your parish community. Let your memories 

plant the seeds for the next 45 and beyond! Someone once 

said that in order to know where you’re doing, you have to 

know where you’ve coming from. �

�

Tales from the Woods: 45 and Alive! is a new video series 

that will feature your memories shared with our parish 

family. If you have a memory to share, contact Fr. Bob or 

Jason so we can arrange to capture and share your memory.�

PARISH UPDATE ON FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION 2020�

Due to the increased attendance at the weekend Masses:�

�� The First Holy Communion Mass has changed to SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10th, 2020 at 1 pm.  The First 

Communicants and their families will be invited, along with the catechists.�

�

�� Their First Confession will be on Friday, October 9th from 6 pm to 8 pm.  This also involves a little practice time for the 

next day.�

�

�� Confirmation (after consulting the Bishop’s secretary) will now be on Saturday, October 17th at 1 pm.  Confirmation 

candidates and their families would be invited, along with the catechists. Bishop Battersby will administer the sacrament.�

�

�� Sacrament of Reconciliation and Practice for Confirmation is on Friday, October 16th from 6 pm until 8 pm.�

�

�� Confirmation candidates that have not already done so, should contact the parish office to make an appointment with Fr. 

Bob for their Confirmation interview in the week of October 5th through 8th, 2020.�

(Continued on page 9)�



� SEPTEMBER 6, 2020�

�

7�

ROADS LESS TRAVELED�

Rev. Mark Suslenko�

Humility and the desire to learn and grow are important virtues and qualities to 

possess. Having a true sense of my brokenness and incompleteness is essential for 

developing and maintaining healthy, challenging, and stimulating relationships. 

Jesus is all about relationships. After all, justice in the biblical sense is about 

restoring relationships to their proper order. It’s a priority to do all in our power to 

restore balance and bring reconciliation to places of discord. These are all worthy 

ideals to pursue. They also sound great on paper but are extremely difficult to 

achieve.�

�

Conflict is unavoidable. Weakness and sin will inevitably find their way into our 

relationships and we will wrong and hurt others, especially those we love. Some 

folks are such pleasers that they will do anything in their power to avoid conflict, 

even setting their integrity aside in order to keep the waters calm. Others get 

defensive when faced with confrontation and immediately set the stage for battle. 

We all deal with conflict in different ways. Sadly, we often allow our feelings to get bruised and hurt. The hurt, because it’s 

allowed to fester, turns to anger. We find that the only recourse we have is to “pick up our ball” and go home. In doing so, 

another relationship gets severed and another opportunity for reconciliation is missed. Have there been relationships in your 

life that have been severed and destroyed because of things that were said or done that caused deep hurt and resentment?�

�

Human beings can do a number on each other. Words and actions have the power to hurt deeply. Many people part ways 

because of the inability or reluctance to reconcile. We all carry a little child within that prefers to punish those who hurt us. 

We want them to feel the same pain as we do and suffer the same isolating fate. When we have been hurt, we want to hurt 

back. The Gospel, however, doesn’t tolerate this approach. In fact, it’s unacceptable. When find ourselves at odds with 

another, there are some extremely important questions we must ask and answer. What does this conflict say about me? Why 

am I feeling the way that I do?�

�

Being human can be a road to self�discovery and the pursuit of truth. This is a journey that is best traveled with others, not in 

isolation. Those with whom we associate can be vessels that assist with our enlightenment and understanding of ourselves, 

God, others, and the world in which we live. Our friends and associates see other sides of ourselves. Sometimes, they see 

parts of us we would rather keep hidden. We are more vulnerable than we think. Good, healthy relationships are meant to be 

challenging and engaging. Conflict can be an opportunity for honest self�assessment and a lesson in humility. No one is 

perfect and we all have a lot to learn.�

�

It is unfortunate that many do not develop and learn the tools necessary for good conflict resolution. We are often 

discouraged from sharing how we really feel, especially when those feelings are negative or critical in nature. We do not 

know how to process someone’s anger or really listen to and hear what others are saying. We are on the one hand 

tremendously gifted, talented, and blessed and on the other flawed, broken, and sinful. We often live as if we were only the 

first part and downplay the flawed, broken, and sinful side! We do not know how to handle difficult conversations or to 

receive the painful and disturbing feelings of another person into the space of our lives. We react rather than receive.�

�

Do you understand that you are a human being who can make poor choices and hurt another human being? Our egos can 

quickly get in the way and our self�focused needs can muck up even the best of seasoned friendships. Believe it or not, with 

patience, humility, perseverance, and a desire to grow we can work our way through conflicts and reconcile differences. 

Jesus preferred the one�on�one approach to reconciliation. But he also realized that humans, being who they are, and not 

always willing or able to see the truth. The intervention of others may be necessary.�

�

Then, there are those relationships that are truly beyond reconciliation. They are most often abusive relationships, physically, 

emotionally or spiritually. Dealing with this type of conflict, because of the dynamics involved, is best achieved by walking 

away. Even doing this can come at a great price as those who want to control us are reluctant for this to happen. 

Unfortunately, not everyone has the psychological or spiritual capacity for wholeness. For many, their brokenness is such 

that being in any type of relationship will only bring greater heartache, shame or pain. There are some relationships that 

simply cannot exist.�

�

We need to stop being ashamed of our feelings and work at creating spaces in our lives that are open, free, and safe. Having 

this mutual respect lays the groundwork for healthy and honest dialogue that allows me to be vulnerable to my weakness and 

sin without fear of retribution or greater division. It does no service to anyone to use the labels of “bad” or “sinful” in 

describing a person. These imply punishment as the only remedy and leave no room for conversion or reconciliation. All of 

us want, in one way or another, to find our way home.�

(Continued on page 8)�
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A recent survey of those who joined 

an RCIA program shows that many 

entered into RCIA to fill the need 

for family and security in their life. 

Becoming Catholic was a means to 

find what was missing in their daily 

life. Do you know someone who 

may be struggling with “keeping it 

all together”? The survey also 

indicated that almost all RCIA 

enrollees were invited by a co�

worker, friend, or family member. A 

simple and sincere invitation from a 

friend is many times all that is 

needed in� their life. If you know 

someone who may be looking for 

the peace that comes through faith, I 

encourage you to extend an 

invitation. I am always happy to provide additional 

information about the RCIA program. I can be contacted 

through my email,� pbutler@olow.org. Thank you, Pat 

Butler �

WHY DO WE DO THAT? � CATHOLIC 

LIFE EXPLAINED�

CHOOSING ORGAN DONATION�

�

Question:�

Are Catholics allowed to donate their organs? �

�

Answer:�

Yes, Catholics are allowed to donate their organs. In fact, 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church praises this practice 

when it notes that, “Organ donation after death is a noble 

and meritorious act and is to be encouraged as an 

expression of generous solidarity” (no. 2296).�

�

The Church has a series of guidelines for health care 

providers called The Ethical and Religious Directives for 

Catholic Health Services. This document helps us see organ 

donation as an act of charity, but it also reminds us that we 

have to be sure that donations of organs by living donors do 

not “sacrifice or seriously impair any essential bodily 

function and the anticipated benefit to the recipient is 

proportionate to the harm to the donor” (no. 30); trained 

medical professionals can help to make this assessment. In 

the case of organ donation at the end of life, we must be 

sure of the intentions of the donor or of their proxy are 

always respected, and that the dignity of the human body is 

always respected.�

�

In the end, we can look to Pope Saint John Paul II and his 

encyclical Evangelium Vitae, where he noted that organ 

donation is a beautiful act of expressing the culture of life, 

when “performed in an ethically acceptable manner, with a 

view to offering a chance of health or even of life itself to 

the sick who sometimes have no other hope” (no. 86).�

Southern Downriver Right to Life’s 10th 

Annual Golf for Life Outing �

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 �

GROSSE ILE GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB �

�

The Tenth Annual Golf for Life Outing is the primary 

event to benefit Southern Downriver Right to Life in 2020.�

�

18 Hole Scramble Registration @ 10:00 am �

Shot�Gun Start @ 11:00 am �

Cocktails @ 4:30 pm �

Dinner @ 5:00 pm �

�

Sponsor Options Available! Please contact Joe Connors for 

more info at joe@jgc�solutions.com or at 734�735�8001 (C) �

�

*See Registration Form on the Back or register online at 

www.SDRTL.org Hole in One Contest Sponsored by 

Groulx Buick GMC **Individual Golfers Welcome** �

�

This is our major fundraising event to support 

SDRTL� activities. We subsidize students from Gabriel 

Richard and Cabrini and other local youth to travel via 

buses to the March for Life in Washington DC in late 

January every year. We contribute monies to local 

pregnancy crisis centers. We enable RTL of Michigan to 

educate the public, assist legislators and endorse pro�life 

candidates in elections. Just a few major actions 

SDRTL�takes during any year. Although it requires�monies 

to support those actions. �

�

Every person and every relationship deserves a chance at 

reconciliation. When olive branches are extended, humility 

embraced, honesty upheld, love enkindled, and mutual 

respect exchanged some powerful “God moments” can be 

had. Years of painful separation and discord can be healed 

and divisions cast aside. We have to learn to be okay with 

honesty and not be afraid to hear and process what someone 

needs to say, even if it is difficult for us to hear. We need to 

do all in our power not to harden our hearts, especially to 

the Divine Voice of the Eternal One. Everyone is invited 

into the kingdom of reconciliation and no one is cast aside. 

Everyone is given an opportunity to set straight what once 

was wrong. This is how God works. We need to do the 

same.�

�

Rev. Mark Suslenko�

(Continued from page 7)�
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Reflections On The Word of the Lord�

FIRST READING�

The prophet Ezekiel is presented as the Lord’s “sentinel,” 

announcing both God’s salvation and judgment. How would 

you react to such a divine command? �

�

SECOND READING�

Paul argues that “love is the fulfillment of the Law.” What 

does this mean to you as a Christian? �

�

GOSPEL READING�

It’s all about reconciliation and conversion, not punishment. 

Relationships are not static adventures but wonderful gifts 

that continue to develop, grow, change, and mature. We are 

meant to be social beings, so isolating ourselves from others 

is rarely helpful. But, because human beings are on the one 

hand tremendously gifted, talented, and blessed creations, 

they are on the other also flawed, broken, and sinful. We all 

need to humbly admit that we are works in progress and not 

only capable of enriching each other’s lives but causing 

deep hurts and wounds as well. Hence, we always need to 

be reconciled. We are always growing, changing, and 

expanding our knowledge of who we are and how we are 

meant to share life together.�

�

Because reconciliation and conversion are always part of 

the mix of life, honesty is crucial. Without honesty, we can 

easily find ourselves living a lie and causing more harm 

than good. Being able to freely share our feelings, 

especially those involving pain and hurt, is a charism 

necessary to pursue and an art to learn. When we are 

wronged or wrong someone else, we do not enjoy the 

confrontation that can and needs to come. We are taught to 

keep our feelings to ourselves, especially when they are 

negative, and we tend to avoid difficult conversations. 

Hence, we never really learn how to confront another, 

successfully resolve conflict, find reconciliation, and 

welcome conversion. When we hurt or wrong someone, it 

does not mean that we are a bad or sinful person who 

deserves only punishment and excommunication. Quite the 

opposite! We are simply a human person who can make 

poor choices and sin and can be forgiven. We can restore 

and deepen the relationship that has been affected and find 

our way home again.�

�

Jesus clearly wants to avoid shame because it has no 

purpose in achieving reconciliation and conversion. All 

broken relationships deserve a chance at reconciliation. 

Every person has room for growth and a need for 

conversion. We have to learn to be okay with honesty and 

not be afraid to hear and process what someone needs to 

say, even if it is difficult for us to hear. Severing a 

relationship, both personally or with the church community 

as a whole, ought to definitely be a last resort and only 

pursued when all else has failed. �

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP�

THE BLESSING OF THE COMMUNITY �

I have been blessed to be a member of my parish 

community for 28 years. For much of that time I was 

serving as a member of the parish staff, but it was still the 

community that I call home. I have been fortunate to be 

able to remain in that parish even as my life has 

encountered new chapters and callings. I am so grateful to 

God that I have been able to grow, be nourished, and find 

companionship in a parish for this long of a time.�

�

It is a natural tendency for human beings to desire 

belonging to something bigger than themselves. Not 

everyone is fortunate enough to find the community, big or 

small, that fulfills that need. Unfortunately, that means that 

many communities suffer from not having the benefit of the 

gifts, skills, and talents that any member can offer. 

Communities are in many ways living organisms that move 

and breathe based upon the individuals who form that body. 

A community is truly the sum of its parts.�

�

Your parish community reflects you and everyone else in 

that community. The more each member gives to the 

community, the stronger that community finds itself. If you 

hold back, your community suffers, and you gain little. I 

know firsthand what being a part of a community can mean 

to a person. I would be no one at all � and you would not be 

reading this � if it weren’t for the life I have had in my 

parish community.�

�

� Tracy Earl Welliver �

�

�� During this time of pandemic with moments of 

uncertainty, and the continued need to be patient and 

flexible in regards to various dates, schedules and plans, 

let us turn to Isaiah 41:10:�

�

“Do not fear: I am with you…�

Do not be anxious…I am your God.�

I will strengthen you, I will help you…�

I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.” �

(Continued from page 6)�
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�

Parish Front Desk / Sacramental Records�

Rebecca (“Becky”) Gonzalez�������734�671�5101 x100�

� �������������������������������������������������rgonzalez@olow.org�

�

Administrator�

Father Bob Johnson, SVD�����������734�671�5101 x107�

� ��������������������������������������������������������frbob@olow.org�

�

Director of Religious Education�

Claudette Wagner������������������������734�671�5101 x106�

� ���������������������������������������������������cwagner@olow.org�

�

Religious Education Secretary�

Joanne Petri���������������������������������734�671�5101 x110�

� ���������������������������������������������������������jpetri@olow.org�

�

Music Ministry�

Bob Amore�����������������������������������734�671�5101 x103�

� �����������������������������������������������������ramore@olow.org�

�

Parish Bookkeeper �

Patty Baringer�������������������������������734�671�5101 x104�

� �������������������������������������������������pbaringer@olow.org�

�

Worship / Media Coordinator�

Jason Buckley������������������������������734�671�5101 x105�

� ����������������������������������������������������jbuckley@olow.org�

�

RCIA Coordinator�

Pat Butler��������������������������������������734�671�5101 x108�

� ������������������������������������������������������pbutler@olow.org�

�

Children’s Liturgy of the Word/Acolyte 

Coordinator�

Jeanie Morgan�Lambrix���������������734�671�5101 x113�

� ����������������������������������������������������jlambrix@olow.org�

�

Christian Service Coordinator�

Sue Perry��������������������������������������734�671�5101 x101�

� �������������������������������������������������������sperry@olow.org�

�

Maintenance�

� Don VanAssche & Paul Nagle��734�671�5101 x111�

� (available on Tuesday’s & Thursday’s)�

   Vito Scalise, Custodian�

� �

Bulletin Information�

Requests to have information put in the parish bulletin 

must be sent to bulletin@olow.org one week prior to 

publication and are subject to review and/or 

modification.�

Hours, Mass, Confession, Adoration �

and Sacramental Information�

Parish Office Hours (temporarily closed)�

� Monday�Friday���������������������������9:00 AM � 4:00 PM�

� (Closed for lunch from 12:00 PM � 1:00 PM)�

�

Weekend Liturgies�

Saturday������������������������������������������������������4:00 PM�

Sunday������������������������������������9:00 AM & 11:00 AM�

�

Weekday Liturgies�

Monday, Tuesday, and Friday (public)�������9:00 AM�

Wednesday (livestream)���������������������������10:00 AM�

�

Private Confession�

Saturday������������������3:00 � 4:00 PM or by appointment�

�

Baptisms �

(Registered, Active Parishioner for at least 3 months)�

Call Fr. Bob for details and to set up an 

appointment.�

�

Weddings �

(Registered, Active Parishioner for at least 6 months)�

One member of the engaged couple must be a 

participating, registered member of OLOW  before 

wedding date. Call the office during business hours 

to make an appointment.�

�

Funerals�

Family members should contact the parish office at 

734�671�5101 x107.�

�

Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharistic 

Coordinator�

Kody Klindt����������������������������kklindt@outlook.com�

�

Homebound Ministries Coordinator�

Kathy LeBoeuf��������������������������������������734�778�0971�

�

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Coordinator�

Rose Shanaver������������������medelshanaver@aol.com �

Parish Pastoral Council Members�

� Fr. Bob�

� Al Cotto�Chairperson�

� Thomas Nonnenmacher�Vice Chairperson�

� Heather Klindt�Parish Council Secretary�

� Binnie Traill�Vicariate Representative�

� John Barkley�

� Peter Caldwell�

� Daniel Hyman�

Parish Finance Council Members�

� Fr. Bob�

� Jerry LeBoeuf�President                                                                     

� Julius D’sa�

� Troy Feldpausch �

� Michelle Jesue �

� Jim Strachan�


