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OUR LADY OF THE WOODS 

S�������� 20, 2020�

FROM OUR HOOD IN THE WOODS�25th Sunday of Ordinary Time �

45TH PARISH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION�

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, �

�

On 15 April 2019, just before 18:20 CEST, a structure�fire�broke out beneath the roof of�Notre�Dame de�Paris�cathedral�in 

Paris. By the time it was extinguished, the building's spire collapsed and most of its roof had been destroyed and its upper 

walls severely damaged.�

�

Dan Rather, the famous anchor/journalist wrote on Twitter, "Why has the burning of Notre Dame moved so many? 

Because we believe in beauty, majesty, faith, art, history, and the human expressions thereof. We recognize in this 

cathedral our common humanity. A scar now emerges in our connections to our past, our future, and each other."�

�

For the world, Notre Dame Cathedral is more than simply a building…it is the spirit and history of a people, a symbol of 

faith, and as Dan Rather wrote: “We recognize in this cathedral our common humanity.”�

�

As we come this weekend to celebrate our 45th anniversary as the parish of Our Lady of the Woods in Woodhaven, 

Michigan, we recognize in these forty�five years as a parish that we have been more than just “simply gathering in a 

building” whether in a farmhouse, school or church. In these last 45 years we recognize our common faith: a common 

bond of God’s family together through our ups and downs, the victories and defeats, the joys and the sorrows. �

�

As Frederick Buechner a Christian theologian and writer remarked in a book he wrote called “A Room Called Remember � 

Uncollected Pieces:” �

�

“To remember the past is to see that we are here today by grace, that we have survived as a gift.” A gift from God our 

creator, with the grace of the Holy Spirit, living as a member of the Body of Christ!�

�

(Continued on page 2)�

We, the Roman Catholic faith community of Our Lady of the Woods, in communion with ONE, HOLY, 

CATHOLIC, and APOSTOLIC Church and under the patronage of Mary, are joined together as a people of 

God. Our mission is to spread the Gospel and bring people into a relationship with God and one another 

through the celebration of the Sacraments, especially the Holy Eucharist. We live out Christ’s mission in the 

world through evangelization, worship, education, stewardship, and service to the needy.�
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God’s grace through these 45 years has woven us into a deep, profound, beautiful tapestry of unique and enhancing threads 

from various cultures, ages, economic backgrounds and theologies. Paraphrasing a quote from St. Teresa of Calcutta: “Each 

of us has been a pencil in God’s hand” as God has written this story about a faith community called Our Lady of the 

Woods.�

�

To truly bring forth the transforming dynamic of the power of God’s love in this moment, at this time, we are forced to not 

simply be “fixated” on a number such as “45.” This time calls us to fully give thanks and honor God as Trinity for the many 

blessings we have witnessed, TO EMBRACE THE POWER OF REMEMBERING. �

�

For we are part of a larger story, of a greater vision God has planned for us, and as many bible scholars would remark: 

remembering�is a central theme in Scripture. Remembering is part of our DNA as Catholic Christians: from “remembering” 

at the Eucharist through the breaking of God’s Word and the bread broken and shared for us. �

�

And that is why this celebration, this hallmark, is necessary to remember: for if we do not take time for these moments along 

the way within our story we run the risk of forgetting our story… and to forget our story is to forget who we are and why we 

are here. We risk the possibility of losing our way, our perspective and even forget who we are, whose we are, and who we 

are called to be.�

�

As David Horner, Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies & M.A. Philosophy, laments: “No wonder�God knows the 

gravitational pull of human awareness, which draws us inexorably toward forgetting. God’s people are always in danger of 

losing their memory, forgetting who they are and whose they are.”�

 �

And so what needs to re�echo in each of our hearts individually and as a community is to REMEMBER! Remember! 

Remember not to forget. Don’t forget to remember. Remember to remember!�

�

This OLOW MEMORY OF FORTY�FIVE YEARS should cause us to “actively, earnestly, deliberately reflect on God and 

think carefully about what God has said and done for this community. Rehearsing, recalling, and relishing God’s story and 

our role in it these last 45 years. Thanking God, praising God for rescuing us, and for giving us the gifts and opportunities 

we have had for growth and for service. �

�

The readings this weekend cry out by further saying that: “Remembering is deliberate attention.” And these 45 years as a 

parish family call us to examine through each of the readings, this moment of remembering as “deliberate attention” to 

God’s Word and how it has shaped our parish history.�

�

The deliberate attention in ISAIAH 55 to “Seek the LORD while he may be found and call him while he is near.” The 

deliberate attention in Philippians 27a “on how we conduct yourselves in a way worthy of the gospel of Christ.”�

�

And the deliberate attention of the gospel of MATTHEW 20: where Jesus uses the parable of the Kingdom of Heaven as a 

vineyard, where we are reminded: “You too go into my vineyard.” Remembering also the deliberate attention on the words 

in the gospel where Jesus tells us that “Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” REMEMBER TO 

REMEMBER! �

�

In the Akan tribe of Ghana there is a beautiful and intriguing term in the Twi language known as 

“SANKOFA.”  The literal translation of the words are SAN (return), KO (go), FA (look, seek and take). As 

if the words come alive as they join together and say: “Go back and get/retrieve/enter into the past in order to 

learn from it and reclaim our essence of who we are.” This Akan wisdom appears in one of its symbols as the 

SANKOFA BIRD.�

�

The bird has its head turned backwards while its feet face forward carrying a precious egg in its mouth.  May 

this 45th anniversary be a moment of REMEMBERING: not simply of nostalgia but of looking back to help us learn from 

our past, to reclaim the essence of who God calls us to be, facing forward in the confidence of the Holy Spirit, and carrying 

forth the precious egg of our faith.�

�

I want to take this final moment to thank EVERYONE who has worked to make this celebration so beautiful and wonderful, 

with our 45th Parish Anniversary Committee, all of our staff, all of those involved in our beautiful worship moments, all 

who participated in our parish raffle, and all who have done anything in any way to remind us of the beauty and wonder of 

God!  We especially thank Bishop Battersby for being here to preside at our 11 am Mass, along with the honor of Fr. Phalen, 

our first pastor, joining the celebration, and with Deacon Tremmel assisting.  �

�

God bless you all, and may the next 45 years continue to be so glorious! �

May our parish patroness, Our Lady of the Woods, truly guide us through the next 45 years of brambles in the woods, and 

help us continue to build on the foundation of our church in these woods that we have been placed, in these coming times… 

wherever God leads us! A very blessed and graced�filled 45th, OLOW!�

�

In the Word, Fr. Bob Johnson �

(Continued from page 1)�
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KNOWING OUR STORY…WHO REALLY IS OUR LADY OF THE WOODS?�

It is quite a journey: from Galloro, Italy to Woodhaven, Michigan…to follow the story of our parish 

patroness, Our Lady of the Woods. What can our parish patroness teach us? How can she guide us 

to her son? Her name is not simply a beautiful coincidence that fits so poetically with 

“Woodhaven.”�

�

I would like to suggest that: “To live our parish narrative � to fully encompass it, and understand it 

� we need to also know our parish patroness’ narrative. Our Lady of the Woods has a story, a story 

we can learn from and grow deeper in our faith with. I invite you to enter into her story.�

�

The little tiled picture of Our Lady of the Woods, (as you see in the artwork found in our church 

here at OLOW) was  found in 1621 at Galloro, and marked the site of an older church built there in 

her honor; long since ruined, probably by one of the periodic invasions of foreign troops.�

�

The tile was discovered by a small boy named Santi Bevilacqua, who was an orphan and lived with his uncle at L’Ariccia. 

Santi had been sent to watch the sheep, and was in the nearby brambles picking berries when he saw a low stone wall half�

hidden in the brush and decided to investigate. He followed the wall and at one point fell into the brambles. When he picked 

himself up, he saw a picture of the Madonna painted on the wall. Being a pious child, he knelt and said a prayer; then, the 

following day he returned with a bouquet of flowers.�

�

Soon a number of his friends were coming with him to the Madonna in the woods. They brought flowers and sang hymns as 

they went along. This did not impress the neighbors, who feared for their fruit with so many children passing by. Finally, the 

children set about making a path that would let them into the brambles by an easier way, and in the course of their 

construction unwisely set fire to the brush. Quite a fire ensued and they were forbidden to go into the brush or into the 

woods to play.�

�

Sometime after this Santi was playing in his carpenter shop and fell asleep in a corner near a pile of lumber. The lumber fell 

on him as he slept and he awoke only in time to cry out to the Madonna of the Woods to save him. His frightened uncle, 

removing the lumber, discovered the boy unhurt and demanded to know who had saved him. The boy told him again about 

the Madonna at Galloro. The uncle made inquiries, and found that there was indeed a wall there which had once formed part 

of a church. There was an attractive little tile on one side of it, showing the Madonna. He set about rebuilding the church.�

�

Research revealed that the tile had been painted by a monk of Grotto Ferrata and that the church had been a pious venture of 

a good woman. There had been a dispute of the ownership of the land, and the church was abandoned. The years had 

converted the site into a wilderness again.�

�

Santi’s uncle with great perseverance and with the help of the Madonna, got the funds together and started rebuilding the 

church. Others helped, and in time a chapel was built to Our Lady of the Woods, and also a home for priests. Santi went 

there to live, so that he could serve Masses at the shrine. By 1633, there were fifteen Masses said daily, and the pilgrims 

were coming in such droves to see Our Lady of the Woods that a fine new church had to be built. The site was nearby but it 

required the moving of the picture, which was set into the stone wall. It took much skill and prayer to move the picture 

without damage, but it was finally accomplished by a devout group of workmen, chanting litanies as they worked.�

�

Plague and cholera both passed by Galloro when people prayed at the shrine of Our Lady. These and other miracles 

endeared her to the people, and it is still a place of pilgrimage, Our Lady of the Woods.�

�

There are other possible stories of Our Lady of the Woods, but I invite you to engage and enter into the moments with Santi, 

his friends, his uncle, and the villagers.  There are ESPECIALLY TWO SYMBOLS I believe become powerful moments of 

encounter in our faith through the intercession of Our Lady of the Woods.�

Santi and his friends had to walk through brambles to come to that holy space.  May we look at the brambles we have been 

encountering, in ordinary life, in the lives of our parish over this 45 years, and in the moments of this pandemic and ask Our 

Lady of the Woods intercession.�

Santi’s uncle and the villagers decided to rebuild the church from the foundations they found in the woods.  May we as a 

community continue to rebuild from our Catholic foundations, and in the process grow stronger in being the Body of Christ 

within our parish family and the community that surrounds us in these woods where God has planted you and me at this 

particular time and place in history. �

�

A worthwhile story…an inspiration…an embrace from Our Lady of the Woods, as our parish patroness, to continue to be 

renewed and lived where her story becomes our story.�

�

I want to take this opportunity to thank Val and Ron Taylor for their creativity and the hard work involved in producing this 

artwork for our parish.  So many assisted them, and our heartfelt thanks also goes to them: Mary Schieltz for painting the 

icon, Cindy Shaffer for writing out the story of Our Lady in book form, Lisa MacZink and Dawn Russo in assisting and 

bringing forth ideas and solutions, Pat Butler for the timeline, and Jason Buckley for assisting in the actual lifting and 

assembling the piece with Val and Ron.  It certainly is apparent: many hands, and hours of labor and love went into this 

artwork.  To God be the glory!�



4�

�

1975 � 2020� TWENTIETH�FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME�

Readings for the Week�

Sunday: Is 55:6�9/Ps 145:2�3, 8�9, 17�18 [18a]/Phil 1:20c�

24, 27a/Mt 20:1�16a�

Monday: Eph 4:1�7, 11�13/Ps 19:2�3, 4�5 [5]/Mt 9:9�13�

Tuesday: Prv 21:1�6, 10�13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34. 35, 44 

[35]/Lk 8:19�21�

Wednesday: Prv 30:5�9/Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163 

[105]/Lk 9:1�6�

Thursday: Eccl 1:2�11/Ps 90:3�4, 5�6, 12�13, 14 and 17bc 

[1]/Lk 9:7�9�

Friday: Eccl 3:1�11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3�4 [1]/Lk 9:18�22�

Saturday: Eccl 11:9�12:8/Ps 90:3�4, 5�6, 12�13, 14 and 17 

[1]/Lk 9:43b�45�

Next Sunday: Ez 18:25�28/Ps 25:4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [6a]/Phil 2:1�

11 or 2:1�5/Mt 21:28�32 �

What’s Happening at Our Parish?�

Sunday� Public Mass (with live stream), 9 AM�

45th Anniversary Mass (with live stream), 11�

Monday� SVdP Food Pantry (drive�up only), 10 AM�

Public Mass, 9 AM�

Fr. Bob’s Weekly Address Video�

Faith Formation (Zoom), 6 PM�

Wednesday� SVdP Food Pantry (drive�up only), 10 AM�

Online Mass�

Rosary at the Statue of Mary, 7 PM�

Saturday� Individual Confession, 3 PM�

Public Mass, 4 PM�

��Monday�Friday: Church open for private prayer from 

9:00 AM�4:00 PM.�

Tuesday� Public Mass, 9 AM�

Faith Formation (Zoom), 6 PM�

Friday� Public Mass, 9 AM�

Monday,  September 21�

� 9:00am� For the safe delivery for Pauline Park & 

baby�

� � req. by Tien Park�

�

Tuesday,  September 22�

� 9:00am� For the Parishioners of OLOW  and their 

intentions�

�

Thursday,  September 24�

� 9:00am� For good health and strength for Pope 

Francis�

�

Friday,  September 25�

� 9:00am� �Van C. Litchard�

� � req.by his family�

� � For the safe delivery for Pauline Park & 

baby�

� � req. by Tien Park�

�

Saturday,  September 26�

� 4:00pm� �Frank LaRosa�

� � req.by his family�

� � �Patrice Kidd�

� � req.by Kim Phillips�

�

Sunday,  September 27�

� 9:00am� �John Zak�

� � req.by Tien Park�

� � �Rose Grudzinski�

� � req.by her bunco group�

�

� 11:00am� �Rose McDermott�

� � req.by Tom and Rose Vitale�

� � �Grace Micallef�

� � req.by the Micallef family�

Observances�

Sunday:� 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

� Catechetical Sunday�

Monday:� St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist�

Tuesday:� �

Wednesday:� St. Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest�

Thursday:� �

Friday:� � �

Saturday:� Sts. Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs�

Next Sunday:� 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time �

Every Wednesday, Our Lady’s 

Catholic Women will be hosting a 

Rosary at the statue of Mary at 7:00 

PM. Rain or shine! All are welcome! �

We, the Roman Catholic faith community of Our Lady 

of the Woods, in communion with ONE, HOLY, 

CATHOLIC, and APOSTOLIC Church and under the 

patronage of Mary, are joined together as a people of 

God. Our mission is to spread the Gospel and bring 

people into a relationship with God and one another 

through the celebration of the Sacraments, especially 

the Holy Eucharist. We live out Christ’s mission in the 

world through evangelization, worship, education, 

stewardship, and service to the needy.�

The Shawl Ministry is resuming, we are 

crocheting and knitting�  prayer shawls and 

baby blankets.�

�

If you are interested in this ministry, please 

contact Melanie Mokrenski� 1734�341�6526.�
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O God, the Creator and Redeemer of all the faithful, grant to the 

souls of Thy servants departed the remission of their sins, that, 

through pious supplications, they may obtain the pardon which they 

have always desired. �

�

Who lives and reigns with�God�the Father, in the�unity�of the Holy 

Ghost, world without end.��

Amen. �

Hung Nguyen passed 

away on September 4. �

Hos funeral mass was 

held here at Our Lady 

Of The Woods on 

Saturday, September 12 

with Fr. Robert 

Johnson et al. 

presiding.�

Helen Adesko�

Yvonne Alexander�

Vincent Barry�

Dee Bentley�

Bob Bochenek�

Dan Budz�

James Butcko�

Joseph M. Butcko�

Joseph W. Butcko�

Joyce Butcko�

Sandy Cervantes�

Vi Colon�

Lisa Colson�

Dawn Dick�

Dave & Marian 

Eplett�

Christine Fry�

Adeline Kaczor�

Diane Kaczor�

Billy Kennedy�

Michael Kent�

Sharon Koss�

Emily Kovach �

Tom Lassen�

Marlene Lassen�

Miriam Lumia�

Tony Lumia�

Josie Mocny�

Park Nguyen�

Ashley Nidiffer �

Padilla Family�

Keyara Pepper 

Cameron �

Jack Potestato �

Ron Rebers �

Lorrie Reno�

Diane Ring �

Stan Rogers�

Tom Steed�

Sylvia Steed�

Gloria Sosa�

Luke Theobald �

Sue Trapp�

Phillip John Vallar �

Nam Vu�

Lorraine & Amy 

Zeniewcz�

Sunday, September 20�

       Santa Vesa Filamore………………………....died 1997�

       George Sagert………………………..………died.1997�

Monday, September 21�

       George Ferraro…………..……...………........died 2009�

       Maria Borja…………..…...…….……...….....died 1990�

Tuesday, September 22�

       Edwaed Masiak…………...….…………..…..died 1994�

       Chris Mento……………................……...…...died 1996�

       Frederick Lozon……………...…….……...…died 2010�

       Elizabeth Camilleri……………...………..….died 2014�

       Chester Phillips……………………......……..died 1985�

Wednesday, September 23�

       Ted O’Brien……...…...……………….….…..died 1998�

       Viola Renaud………………...……..………...died 2001�

       Stephen Cieslikowski……………….………...died 2015�

      Mary Ann Martin………………….…………..died 2014�

Thursday, September 24�

       Daniel Gallagher....………...……….…….......died 2018�

Saturday, September 26�

       Joseph Servantez...……...……..……….…......died 1986�

Prayer List for Service Men & Women�

�

Erika Antanovich�E4 (US Air Force)�

Cpt. Andrew Compean (US Army)�

Maj. Eric DuChene (US Marine)�

Jacob Godlewski (US Navy)�

2nd Lt. Jeremy Gomez (US Air Force)�

1st Lt. Brandon Marquette (US Marine)�

O1 Nicholas Rigotti (Naval Reserves)�

MA2 Adam Strachan (US Navy)�

Spec. Nicole Kimberlin  (US Army)�

�

Lord God, Almighty Father, creator of mankind and author of 

peace, as we are ever mindful of the cost paid for the liberty we 

possess, we ask you to bless the members of our armed forces.  

Give them courage, hope and strength.  May they ever experience 

your firm support, gentle love and compassionate healing.  Be 

their power and protector, leading them from darkness to light.  

To you be all glory, honor and praise, now and forever.  Amen. �

Prayer to Save a Baby from Abortion�

�

“Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I love you very much.�

I beg you to spare the life of the unborn baby that I have 

spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion.� �

Amen.”�

�

�Prayer of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen�

�

62,238,527�

abortions in the United States since Roe v. Wade (1973).�

Source:  numberofabortions.com�

Please welcome �

Raymond Victor Wojt III  �

to our Parish family. �

�

He was recently baptized on Sunday, 

September 13 after the 11:00am Mass. �
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OUR LADY OF THE WOODS � �

MANY FACES�

Prepared by Pat Butler�

1975 � Fr. Phalen is appointed to new parish�

� � September 6th: First Mass at Bates Elementary�

� � Our Lady of the Woods receives her name.�

�

1976 � Ushers’ Group and Women’s Group are formed.�

�

1977 � Srs. Francine Lipka and Kathleen Lupton join parish 

to work in religious education and Christian service.�

�

1978 � Groundbreaking for church.�

�

1980 � May 24th, church dedicated�

�

1985 � 10th Anniversary of church�

�

1990 � February, the Christian Growth Center was 

dedicated. �

� � July � Fr. Clifford Ruskowski is appointed pastor�

           Baptistry is added to church Children brought food 

for the poor at Offertory Heritage Nights�

� � 15th Anniversary of church�

�

1995 � 20th Anniversary of church�

�

1996 � Fr. Rich Bartoszek is appointed pastor�

� � Parish offices moved from church to Christian 

Growth Center�

� � Chapel in the Woods added to church�

� � Enlarged gathering area of church�

� � Enlarged social hall�

�

1997 � July 12, Sr. Francine’s Garden in front of church 

dedicated�

� � Family First Communion�

�

1999 � Fr. Jim Wieging appointed administrator �

� � July, Fr. Richard Macey is appointed pastor�

� � Deacon Tom Murphy joins the staff�

�

2000 � Sr. Jean Horger joins staff as Pastoral Associate�

� � 25th Anniversary of church�

�

2005 � 30th Anniversary of church�

�

2010 � 35th Anniversary of church�

�

2011 � Fr. Andrew Czarnecki becomes pastor�

� � Strawberry Festivals�

�

2015 � 40th Anniversary of church�

�

2019 � Fr. Robert Johnson, SVD is appointed administrator�

� � Adult Formation�

� � Evangelization�

�

2020 � 45th Anniversary of church�

YOUTH MINISTRY�

WORLD YOUTH DAY�

2002 Toronto�

2005 Germany�

2008 Australia�

2011 Spain�

�

NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE�

2007 �

�

MISSION TRIPS�

2003�2009�

�

CATHOLIC YOUTH CONFERENCE�

2001, 2003, 2005�

�

CYO RAINBOW CONFERENCE �

Every Year�

Men’s Group�

Eucharistic Ministers�

Lectors and Commenta-

tors�

Music Ministry�

Homebound Ministry�

Christian Service�

St. Vincent de Paul�

Food Pantry�

Religious Education�

Facilities and Mainte-

nance�

Flower caretakers�

RCIA�

OLOW Prayer Group�

Evangelization�

Right to Life�

Parish Staff�

Finance Committee�

Pastoral Council�

Worship Commission�

Altar Acolytes�

Funeral lunches/

coordinators�

Wedding Preparation�

Rosary Makers�

Shawl Ministry�

Church decorators�

Stephen Ministers�

Mom’s Group�

Eucharistic Adoration�

Widow’s Group�

Children’s Liturgies�
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Congratulations �

OLOW Early Bird Winners�

�

AUGUST 30TH  DRAWING�

$300 Duck  #1753�

Winner:  Louis Farkas�

�

SEPTEMBER 13TH DRAWING�

$200 Duck #114�

Winner:  Neal Carrell�

�

GRAND RAFFLE THIS SUNDAY AT 3:00 PM�

Please continue to turn in your tickets, sold and unsold.  

Tickets may be purchased and/or  returned up until 2:00 PM 

Sunday, September 20, 2020 in order to be entered in the 

drawing which will take place this weekend and  live 

steamed from the Parish Social Hall at 3:00 PM. �

�

The Social Hall will be open before and after the 11:00 AM 

Anniversary Mass for last minute ticket drop offs.   The 

Grand Prize Drawing will take place rain or shine  at 3:00 

PM in the Social Hall.  First Prize is $4,000 (for the first 

ticket drawn); Second Prize is $1,000 (for the second ticket 

drawn; Third Prize is $500 (for the third ticket drawn.)  

Winners do not have to be present to win and will be 

notified first by phone and followed up in writing.  �

�

Good Luck to All!  �

�

Sincere thanks to all for doing such a great job buying and 

selling the tickets for this year’s raffle.  Please know how 

much your efforts are appreciated.  God has blessed our 

parish with your presence here with us. �

Rise And Be Not Afraid�

�

This year’s CSA campaign is being conducted a little 

differently, but our goal still remains the same, to meet the 

needs of individuals and families in our communities, 

parishes, and schools. Hundreds of thousands of lives are 

impacted every year by the programs and ministries 

sponsored by the Catholic Services Appeal. We must 

continue to bring Christ to those lives. �

�

The pandemic has caused a delay in the start of the 

campaign, but now we are underway.  �

�

Our CSA Goal for Our Lady of the Woods Parish is 

$69,764.  �

 �

This year the Archdiocese of Detroit (AOD) is coordinating 

the campaign.  Due to the pandemic the AOD will conduct 

the mailing of information and pledge cards directly to 

parishioners.  You may have already received this mailing 

which includes, letters from the Archbishop and Fr. Bob, 

your CSA pledge card and a postage paid return envelope.  �

�

You can use the pledge card to make your CSA pledge and 

return it in the postage paid envelope or you can pledge 

online by going to:  www.givecsa.org.  You can also make 

a gift by calling (888) 331�8695 to pay with a debit or credit 

card. �

�

This is a time for our parishes and communities to do what 

we do best: Rise Up. �

�

In southeast Michigan, we are no strangers to challenges, 

and we, with the grace and love of God, have always been 

resilient, rising up and overcoming these trials. �

�

Over the past year, even amidst trial, we haven’t stopped 

working to: feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, or equip 

individuals to know the love of God.  �

�

This pandemic has not stopped us from sharing the Gospel!  

But this mission isn’t something we can do alone.  Your 

generosity to the Catholic Services Appeal makes all these 

efforts possible. �

�

It brings live streamed Mass to those who can’t attend, 

powers our Christian Service programs and �

(Continued on page 8)�

Sunday, Sept 27�

11:00 AM�

�

Join Fr. Bob & 

your parish family 

for the Children’s 

Liturgy!�
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WHY DO WE DO THAT? � CATHOLIC 

LIFE EXPLAINED�

GOOD AND EVIL �

�

Question:�

If God is good, why is there evil in the world? �

�

Answer:�

The problem of evil is perplexing. If God is all�powerful 

and all�good, why doesn’t He stop bad things from 

happening? He must either not be all�powerful, or perhaps 

He’s not very good after all. Human beings have faced the 

possibility of evil since the very beginning of our existence. 

In granting us free will, God gives us the ability to make 

free choices. God does not force us into moral perfection. 

We are not forced to love Him or to love our neighbor. We 

must make the decision ourselves. This means, of course, 

that we have the ability to choose against love.�

�

One small decision of selfishness, jealously, or pride may 

not seem so bad. But every decision � good or bad � is 

like a stone dropped into a still pond. The ripples extend 

much farther than the original stone. When decisions 

against love begin to compound, they affect families, 

neighborhoods, and nations. This is all the more reason for 

Christians to be faithful to our baptismal call to love one 

another as Christ has loved us!�

Live the Liturgy�

Think for a moment about the most special person in your 

life. Why do you love them? Many people will answer that 

question noting character traits they admire about the 

person, pointing to an indescribable compatibility that 

exists and describing a deep sense of connection and 

intimacy or even a sense of rightness about the relationship. 

In relationships that are authentic and true, rarely are the 

personal benefits gained from the relationship noted as 

motivating factors for its pursuit. If we truly love someone 

we do so simply because it is right and good to do so and 

not for some other self�serving reason. Why do you love 

God? The sense of happiness and the gift of mercy that 

come from that relationship are God’s to give, regardless of 

when in life we come to Him. God’s ways are different than 

ours. �

2020�2021 Faith Formation�has begun!� �

It is a rather unusual start with Catechists meeting with 

Children on Zoom.�  Our hope is that we will be able to 

begin on�site classes later this fall or after the new year 

begins.� We are still accepting registrations.� Tuition is $70 

for one child; $85 for two children and $100 for three or 

more children.�  Sacramental� Preparation fees are $35 for 

First Communion/First Reconciliation and $75 for 

Confirmation.���

�

Please call Ms. Claudette at 734�671�5101 ext 106 or email 

at�cwagner@olow.org�to register.�

outreach, helps us learn how to better share Jesus in our 

diverse and multicultural Detroit community, and helps 

individuals and families grow closer to God even while 

physically distanced. Your gift to the CSA does all this, and 

so much more.�

�

Jesus told his disciples, “Rise up, and be not afraid.” Now it 

is our turn to answer the call, to rise up and be united in the 

mission of Christ. �

�

Please, prayerfully consider making a one�time or recurring 

gift to help continue this mission and to help each parish, 

family, and individual throughout the Archdiocese bring the 

hope of Jesus and his message to Southeast Michigan and 

beyond.  �

�

Please remember that any shortfall to our goal will directly 

and dramatically affect the finances of Our Lady of the 

Woods Parish.  Let’s not let that happen.  In the last few 

years we have made great financial progress here at Our 

Lady of the Woods, so let’s keep moving forward. �

�

And remember that any amount over our goal is returned 

directly back to OLOW and there is no diocese tax on that 

amount.  Last year we received a refund of over $23,000. �

(Continued from page 7)�

GIVING DAY 2020�

SEPTEMBER 24 AT 6:30PM�

BE INSPIRED. MAKE A DIFFERENCE. �

SUPPORT THE MISSION.�

You’re invited to make a difference. The�Catholic Services 

Appeal� is essential to the mission of the Archdiocese of 

Detroit. It funds and supports over 170 ministries that serve 

our local Church in southeast Michigan.�

�

This year has been like no other, and many of our ministries 

responded to the pandemic with an inspiring spirit of 

innovation. Be inspired by seven key ministries in the 

Archdiocese of Detroit: Vocations, Catholic Schools, Black 

Catholic Ministries, Hispanic Ministries, Youth and Family 

Ministries, Christian Services, and Communications.�

�

Tune in at� 6:30 p.m.� on�September 24� here online, or on 

the� Archdiocese of Detroit Facebook� and� YouTube 

channels,� to our� first ever Giving Day! We give thanks to 

God ahead of time for your support for our mission.�

�

�



CELEBRATING 45 YEARS OF FAITH, HOPE, & LOVE� SEPTEMBER 20, 2020�

�
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Reflections On The Word of the Lord�

FIRST READING�

While still in captivity in Babylon, Isaiah urged the 

Israelites to seek the Lord, for the Lord is near even in exile. 

When have you felt the Lord’s presence in dark periods of 

your life? �

�

SECOND READING�

In his letter to the Philippians written from prison and 

toward the end of his life, Paul reflects on his spiritual 

dilemma between life and death. How do you work through 

spiritual dilemmas? �

�

GOSPEL READING�

If I work for five hours, I expect to get paid for five hours. 

If I work for two, I expect to get paid for two. What if we 

worked for a company that paid everyone the same amount 

regardless of how long they worked? How would we feel 

going home with the same pay for working eight hours as 

my co�worker did for working only two hours? Secular 

wisdom would have a huge problem with this and a visit to 

the Labor Board would quickly pursue. But this is God’s 

wisdom and God’s ways.�

�

We sometimes think that if we pray more, better, or more 

fervently and go over and above with the practice of our 

faith, God will somehow reward us and present us with 

some kind of merit badge. We are so wrong. Spiritual 

practices have only one true purpose: to deepen our love for 

God. In deepening our love for God, we also increase our 

ability to see God’s presence around us, living life more 

purposefully and contemplatively. What if God chooses to 

treat someone who has come on the scene of faith later in 

life the same as someone who has devoted their whole lives 

to it? Does it really matter? If we have the merit badge 

notion of faith, we can find ourselves feeling a little 

arrogant and even jealous of folks who have not followed 

the same path that we have. We can even see ourselves as 

the privileged few who have a corner on the faith and fully 

possess it.�

�

That thinking doesn’t square with God. God is all about 

mercy in abundance and is ready to take anyone to himself 

regardless of when they come. He is only happy that they 

have come home and delights in their return. After all, if 

you really and truly love someone, does it matter what they 

will give you in return or what you receive as a benefit? If 

relationships were assessed based upon productivity, they 

would lack authentic love. We invest too much self interest 

in our prayer and neglect to see it as an opportunity to 

pursue our Lover and deepen the intimate bond we have 

with God.�

�

When we breathe our last, all that is of consequence is 

union with God. If my love for God is real, I am going to 

want to live the Gospel, abide by the commandments, 

practice my faith, forgive and love my neighbor, and care 

for the environment, regardless of how much time it takes 

or benefits me. We want God to think and behave as we do, 

and in doing so, we set ourselves up for disappointment. 

God has a totally different agenda and that’s okay. �

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP�

BE SURE TO LOOK THE PART �

I used to coach my oldest son in soccer when he was 

younger. As he got older, he would go to tryouts for select 

and high school teams. I was no longer the coach, but I 

always shared with him one piece of advice before any 

tryout: Be sure to look the part. I told him that if he showed 

up looking like a soccer player, there was an increased 

chance of him being seen as a soccer player. If he showed 

up looking like a kid that plays soccer in video games as 

opposed to the real thing, he might not be taken seriously. 

As he grew older, that same advice was then applied to 

getting a job. It’s advice I have heeded myself all my life. 

You can even say it is like another common phrase: “Fake it 

till you make it.”�

�

As disciples of Jesus Christ, we certainly do not want to 

fake it, but we do need to look the part. The world looks at 

those of us who proclaim to be Christians to see if there is 

anything to this way of life. If they see us looking and 

acting like people transformed by Jesus Christ, they will be 

more likely to take Christianity seriously. If they look at us 

and see nothing different, then they can easily conclude that 

there is nothing different about Jesus Christ. He just 

becomes simply another religious figure of history. Can the 

world see the power of Christ in you? How will do you look 

the part?�

�

� Tracy Earl Welliver �

The RCIA sessions started last 

week, Monday and Thursday 7�8:30 

pm. �

�

Yes, I said Monday� and�Thursday. 

Monday evening was added because 

one of the candidates could not 

make Thursday. Just because the 

sessions have begun, it does not 

mean that you cannot join us. In 

fact, I� invite you to come and see 

what we are all about. You can 

email me at� pbutler@olow.org. 

I�will get back to you as soon as I 

see the email. Or you can call Becky 

at 671�0525 and she will give me 

the information.� �



OUR LADY OF THE WOODS� WOODHAVEN, MI�

Our Lady of the Woods Catholic Church�

21892 Gudith Road • Woodhaven, MI 48183�

phone 734 671�5101  •  fax 734�671�2901  �

www.olow.org | www.facebook.com/olowchurch�

�

Parish Front Desk / Sacramental Records�

Rebecca (“Becky”) Gonzalez�������734�671�5101 x100�

� �������������������������������������������������rgonzalez@olow.org�

�

Administrator�

Father Bob Johnson, SVD�����������734�671�5101 x107�

� ��������������������������������������������������������frbob@olow.org�

�

Director of Religious Education�

Claudette Wagner������������������������734�671�5101 x106�

� ���������������������������������������������������cwagner@olow.org�

�

Religious Education Secretary�

Joanne Petri���������������������������������734�671�5101 x110�

� ���������������������������������������������������������jpetri@olow.org�

�

Music Ministry�

Bob Amore�����������������������������������734�671�5101 x103�

� �����������������������������������������������������ramore@olow.org�

�

Parish Bookkeeper �

Patty Baringer�������������������������������734�671�5101 x104�

� �������������������������������������������������pbaringer@olow.org�

�

Worship / Media Coordinator�

Jason Buckley������������������������������734�671�5101 x105�

� ����������������������������������������������������jbuckley@olow.org�

�

RCIA Coordinator�

Pat Butler��������������������������������������734�671�5101 x108�

� ������������������������������������������������������pbutler@olow.org�

�

Children’s Liturgy of the Word/Acolyte 

Coordinator�

Jeanie Morgan�Lambrix���������������734�671�5101 x113�

� ����������������������������������������������������jlambrix@olow.org�

�

Christian Service Coordinator�

Sue Perry��������������������������������������734�671�5101 x101�

� �������������������������������������������������������sperry@olow.org�

�

Maintenance�

� Don VanAssche & Paul Nagle��734�671�5101 x111�

� (available on Tuesday’s & Thursday’s)�

   Vito Scalise, Custodian�

� �

Bulletin Information�

Requests to have information put in the parish bulletin 

must be sent to bulletin@olow.org one week prior to 

publication and are subject to review and/or 

modification.�

Hours, Mass, Confession, Adoration �

and Sacramental Information�

Parish Office Hours (temporarily closed)�

� Monday�Friday���������������������������9:00 AM � 4:00 PM�

� (Closed for lunch from 12:00 PM � 1:00 PM)�

�

Weekend Liturgies�

Saturday������������������������������������������������������4:00 PM�

Sunday������������������������������������9:00 AM & 11:00 AM�

�

Weekday Liturgies�

Monday, Tuesday, and Friday (public)�������9:00 AM�

Wednesday (livestream)���������������������������10:00 AM�

�

Private Confession�

Saturday������������������3:00 � 4:00 PM or by appointment�

�

Baptisms �

(Registered, Active Parishioner for at least 3 months)�

Call Fr. Bob for details and to set up an 

appointment.�

�

Weddings �

(Registered, Active Parishioner for at least 6 months)�

One member of the engaged couple must be a 

participating, registered member of OLOW  before 

wedding date. Call the office during business hours 

to make an appointment.�

�

Funerals�

Family members should contact the parish office at 

734�671�5101 x107.�

�

Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharistic 

Coordinator�

Kody Klindt����������������������������kklindt@outlook.com�

�

Homebound Ministries Coordinator�

Kathy LeBoeuf��������������������������������������734�778�0971�

�

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Coordinator�

Rose Shanaver������������������medelshanaver@aol.com �

Parish Pastoral Council Members�

� Fr. Bob�

� Al Cotto�Chairperson�

� Thomas Nonnenmacher�Vice Chairperson�

� Heather Klindt�Parish Council Secretary�

� Binnie Traill�Vicariate Representative�

� John Barkley�

� Peter Caldwell�

� Daniel Hyman�

Parish Finance Council Members�

� Fr. Bob�

� Jerry LeBoeuf�President                                                                     

� Julius D’sa�

� Troy Feldpausch �

� Michelle Jesue �

� Jim Strachan�
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Woodhaven
(734) 676-2200

Serving Southeastern
Michigan for 75 Years!

 PROTECTION YOU
   CAN DEPEND ON
 Cheryl Cybulla Savage

KSP Insurance Agency, Inc.
1420 Ford Ave., Wyandotte

 734-285-5600
 www.kspinsurance.com

LYONS TOWING 
16130 West Rd • Woodhaven, MI 48183

 734-676-6333 LYONSTOWING@COMCAST.NET

(734)675-3456/(888)705-ROOF

Holbrook’s Turf Doctor
Ask For Mike Bozzo 313-928-5514

Fertilizing - Aeration
Weed & Insect Control-Seed

Discounts to Parishioners
www.turfdoctor.biz

 FREE Estimate 

 Commercial & Residential
 Lawn & Snow Equipment

734-231-1400
25024 Research Way • Woodhaven, MI 48183

Parts & Service for ALL Brands

Compliments of:
Dearborn Trentwood

Farm Market
16135 West Rd
(734) 671-1610

 CPA P.C.
 www.bovitzcpa.com
 TAX & ACCOUNTING SERVICES
 RETIREMENT PLANNING
 ELDERCARE ADVISORY SERVICES

Rob Bovitz, CPA, CSA
1651 Kingsway Ct • Trenton • (734) 671-5300

RAMIREZ ELECTRIC INC.
Licensed and Insured

Residential, Commercial & Industrial
10% OFF Any Service w/ad

~ 30 Years in Business ~
MARK R. RAMIREZ President

1318 Ford Ave. • Wyandotte
734-282-5823

Since 1953
13460 Northline Rd. Southgate, 

MI 48195

734-285-0110
Mon., Thurs. 10-8

Tues., Wed. & Fri. 10-6
Sat. 9-5

www.JabroCarpetOne.com
NOW Offering Parishioner Discounts!

 Chimneys • Porches
 Roofing • Brick/Block
 Siding • Gutters

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLE
Fast, Reliable, and Affordable! Call Today!

734-281-4899
www.aboveallmc.com

ABOVE ALL
MASONRY & CONSTRUCTION LLC
1165 Eureka Road • Wyandotte

SPECIAL 10% OFFSPECIAL 10% OFF

 Drs. Jackson, Snider & Parker
 Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
 254 West Road • Trenton
 734 671-CARE (2273)

Contact Dom DiPasqua to place an ad today! 
ddipasqua@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6637

A Touch of GlassA Touch of Glass
Flowers & GiftsFlowers & Gifts

FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONSFLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Curbside Pickup • No Contact DeliveryCurbside Pickup • No Contact Delivery

3254 West Rd. • Trenton3254 West Rd. • Trenton
734-671-0500734-671-0500

www.atouchofglassflorist.comwww.atouchofglassflorist.com

18500 Van Horn Road, Woodhaven, MI 48183
734.676.7575 | SYMPHONYAPPLEWOOD.COM
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REAL ESTATE GROUP
Residential • Commercial

Wyandotte: (734) 284-8888
Trenton: (734) 479-6000

www.downriverrealestategroup.com

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
 24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

734-526-4176

 Nail Garden
 Downriver’s #1Nail Salon, Open Since 2003
 YOUR FULL SERVICE ARTIFICIAL & NATURAL NAIL

 (734) 676-5800
 23760 West Rd. • nailgardenmichigan.com

Nails for Work, Prom, Weddings or Any Occasion • Massages and Waxing
20 Pedi SPaS available • viP Room foR PRivate PaRtieS

OPEN 7 DAYS!

Rony’s Body Shop
Family Owned & Operated Since 1959

11650 Allen Road, Taylor
(between Goddard & Northline)

See us for…
• Auto Body Repair

• Painting - No Job Too Small
• Specialty painting - Detailing for 

Special or Classic Cars
• Complete Suspension Work

• Struts, Shocks, Brakes, C.V. Joints

(734) 287-3910
Monday-Friday, 8-6

Parish Member

www.ronysbodyshop.com

Celebrate the life       Cherish the memories.

martenson.com

• Allen Park • Trenton
• Rockwood • Monroe

(734) 671-5400

Retired Law Enforcement

ELITE FIVE-O INVESTIGATIONS
(734) 558-9351 • d.abraham@att.net

22257 Glenwood Lane • Woodhaven, MI
 All Types of Investigating & Security
 Available 7 Days / 24 Hours / 365 Days a Year

D.A.

Benefits for Health -
Potential for Wealth

Anti-aging, immune boosting, “Free radical” 
protection, ultra Hydrating, energizing, wt. loss! 

Chaplain John.. “You’ll feel it!”
Simply text friends and loved ones, to

URL: chaplainjm.mytyent.com
Resultant sale? Generous Thanks of $200+ based on the purchase.
Start feeling great and living a healthy alkaline lifestyle 

today with the #1 rated water ionizer by celebrities, 
doctors, athletes and people just like you.


