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��OFFICE HOURS�

OFFICE IS CLOSED TO ALL                         

IN�PERSON VISITORS.                           �

Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday:�

8:30 am � 12:00 pm�

and 1:00 pm � 4:30 pm�

Thursday:  8:30 am�12:00 pm�

Friday:  CLOSED�

�

MASSES�

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 PM �

Sunday: 9:30 AM �

�

SACRAMENT OF  RECONCILIATION�

 Saturday 3:00�3:30 PM�

Anytime by request.�

� �

BAPTISM�

Contact the Parish Office to schedule.�

�

MARRIAGE�

Contact the Parish Office at least 6 

months prior to proposed wedding date.�

�

ANOINTING OF THE SICK�

The Sacrament is available to anyone in 

need of healing in body, mind, or spirit. 

Please notify the Parish Office of the sick 

confined to their homes or hospitalized.�

�

BULLETIN PUBLICATION �

DEADLINE:�

12:00 NOON MONDAY�

NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION FORM�

NAME________________________________________________�

�

STREET______________________________________________�

�

CITY & ZIP___________________________________________�

�

PHONE_______________________________________________�

Please drop this information into the Offertory Basket or mail to Parish Office.�



� And so we enter into the holiest of all weeks of our year.  The Palms, the Procession, the      

Passion�it all leads us into the holiest of all our days�Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Holy            

Saturday.  I encourage you, insofar as you are able and is safe �to join us in prayer here at 

Church or to prayerfully watch these three days unfold on tv or social media� to enter into these 

days with the greatest possible reverence and devotion, especially in these continued challenging times, 

as that’s what this whole faith of ours is about.  Let’s make sure we are present for it�somehow,                    

someway.   �

� I put this in the bulletin every year, but it’s always good for us to be reminded�me too! �

� We begin with today�Palm Sunday.  Blessed palms will be available after Mass, and will also be 

placed at the exterior entrances of the Church throughout the day on Sunday�so you can even drive by 

and grab some right there by the elevator on 3rd street.  Today we celebrate the triumphant entrance of 

Jesus into Jerusalem.  Honored with Palm branches as the Son of David, as a king.  Remembering that 

only a few days later after the joy of that day, those Palm branches and praises turn into throngs shouting 

‘Crucify Him.’  It doesn’t take long for life to turn on us, does it! As we hear the account of the Passion 

on Palm Sunday, we always hear the account from one of the Synoptic Gospels, this year we hear from 

Mark.  Whereas on Good Friday when we read the Passion, we always hear from the Gospel of John.  �

� On Monday, the priests of the Diocese will gather at St. Peter Cathedral in Erie with the Bishop to   

celebrate the Chrism Mass.  This Mass has a twofold purpose.  First, it’s the Mass at which the holy oils 

are blessed and consecrated.  The Bishop blessed olive oil which will be used to anoint the sick, and a 

separate oil to anoint those who are preparing for Baptism.  The Bishop, with his priests, then consecrates 

the Sacred Chrism which is used to anoint the newly Baptized, those who receive the Sacrament of Con-

firmation, those who are ordained Priests and Bishops, as well as to anoint new Altars and the walls of 

new Churches.  The second purpose of the Chrism Mass is to renew the promises we made at                         

ordination�so please keep your priests and your Bishop in your prayers this week! �

� On Holy Thursday we enter into the Sacred Triduum.  The only Mass permitted this day is the Mass 

of the Lord’s Supper�which we will celebrate at 7PM.  In it, we celebrate the last meal Jesus shared 

with his Apostles.  We normally would wash the feet of our First Communion class and others in the    

Parish�but that is omitted this year.  We bring into Church the Holy Oils from the Chrism Mass that we 

be used here throughout the coming year.  And as Mass unfolds, we begin to enter into the sacredness of 

what will unfold on Good Friday.  The bells are rung for the Gloria at Mass, but then remain silent�the 

steeple bell, the sanctuary bells�until we sing the Gloria again at the Easter Vigil in celebration of the 

Resurrection.  Mass will conclude with a small procession with the Blessed Sacrament, when the                

Eucharist is removed from the Tabernacle, and normally placed in the Church Hall.  This year we will 

remain in Church and you will be invited to stay after Mass for a time of private prayer.  We are invited 

to spend some time that evening with Jesus, joining him as the Apostles did in the Garden of Gethsemane 

before his execution the next day.  And it’s important to note�that we begin the Mass of Holy Thursday 

by making the Sign of the Cross�we don’t make the Sign of the Cross again until the Final Blessing on 

Holy Saturday�thus reminding us that these three days, the fullness of the Paschal Mystery, comprise 

one celebration, and cannot be separated (there is no resurrection without the Crucifixion or without the 

Last Supper).  After about a half an hour of private prayer after Mass, we will celebrate Night Prayer           

together and depart in silence.       �

�   On Good Friday, a day of fasting and abstinence, the Church is stripped bare�all decorations are        

removed, the Altar is uncovered, the statues remain covered, the Eucharist remains absent from Church 

(which is why we don’t genuflect when we come into Church today), all is laid bare as we submit ourselves, 

as Jesus did, to the sacrifice of His life for our salvation.  The Church will be open all day for prayer.  It’s a 

good day to just come and be still a while in the empty Church, especially sometime between noon and 3PM, 

the hours  Jesus was on the Cross.  There will be Stations of the Cross booklets for you to use, or maybe 

even read the account of the Passion.  Be quiet. Be still.  Enter into the Passion with Jesus.  You can also 

make this sacred time wherever you are, just by calming and centering yourself for a few moments in the 

busyness of the day, acknowledging the unspeakable moment of love when Jesus  offered himself for all of 

us.  I will offer the Service of the Passion that evening in private.  This is the day of the year there is no Mass 

celebrated. Anywhere. In the entire world.  As the Mass is a celebration of the fullness of the Paschal       

Mystery, and today is not a day we recall the Resurrection, but rather we spend it entering fully into the    

Crucifixion.  Instead, we celebrate a Service of the Lord’s Passion. �

�

�



�  This Service, at 7PM, begins by kneeling, while the clergy prostrate themselves, as we do at our                     

Ordination, in a complete and total surrendering of ourselves to Jesus�just as he surrendered Himself for 

us on the Cross.  This is indeed a time of great surrender for all of us in these days.  We pray, without the 

Sign of the Cross, as we continue what was begun last night, and we listen and reflect upon Sacred                   

Scripture�listening to the Prophet Isaiah speak of the suffering servant, and culminating with the                    

proclamation of the Passion from the Gospel of John.  We then enter into a great time of prayer and petition.  

We kneel and pray, surrender everything under the sun to the merciful love and assistance of our Father.  

We pray for the Church, for the Pope, Bishops and Clergy, we pray for all the holy people of God, we pray 

for the sick, we pray for those who share the name of Christian, we pray for the Jewish people, we pray for 

all those who believe in God, we pray for those who do not believe in God, we pray for those who lead us in 

our civil life � and this year the Bishop has mandated that we also pray for the victims of abuse, and those 

impacted by the Pandemic.  We then take up a collection for the benefit of Christians in the Holy Land�

where the faith began.  We then would normally process forward to Venerate the Cross� the wood on 

which is hung our salvation�to touch it, to kiss it, to genuflect or reverence it�again as an act of                     

submission of ourselves to the sacrifice of Jesus.  This year, however, we will venerate the Cross together in 

a time of prayer, and will not be touching it indivudally.    Following the Veneration, we enter into Holy 

Communion.  Since Mass is not celebrated today, on Holy Thursday enough hosts were consecrated for     

distribution today.  So, even though our focus is on the death of Jesus, we still participate in this Sacrament 

of New Life, again recalling the fuller context of the Paschal Mystery�and to remember especially, that in 

our own personal journeys to Calvary, Jesus always walks with us in this Food for our journey.  Food which 

we desperately we separated from at this time last year.  The Service ends with a simple prayer over the 

people, and without a blessing or the Sign of the Cross, as we all then disperse in silence. �

� On Holy Saturday, things begin to take a dramatic shift�thanks be to God!  Our day should be spent in 

preparation for the holiest of all nights of the year�when the Church throughout the world celebrates the 

moment of our salvation.   We gather in the darkness of night at 8:30PM, and begin in front of the Church 

for the blessing of the Easter Fire.  From that fire, the Easter Candle is blessed and lit�the Light of Christ 

which shines in the midst of the darkness of our lives�the Light of Christ which penetrates the darkness of 

sin and opens for us the gates to eternal life in the Resurrection.  As the Paschal Candle is brought into the 

dark Church, we sing three time�Christ Our Light, Thanks Be to God�and then the light of a single                 

candle is dispersed as everyone lights their candle from the Christ candle.  This calls to mind the light of 

Christ given to us at our Baptism, when the Baptismal candle was given to our parents and Godparents, to 

be kept burning brightly in our lives.  The entire Church is then illumined with the glow of our Baptism�

it’s one of the most beautiful moments in our liturgical life.  The Exultet is then sung, recalling God’s work 

in the history of salvation, moving us from the beginning of time from darkness into His eternal light.  We 

then listen to the accounts in Sacred Scripture�from the Creation, to God working in the lives of the               

Israelites to form covenants with the people he has chosen to be His own.  Then, in a great movement to the 

ultimate covenant in Jesus Christ, we sing the Gloria together�the Church bells are rung for the first time 

in three days, all the candles in Church are lit, the lights are all turned on, and we are confronted with the 

glory of Easter that surrounds us.  We then sing the Alleluia for the first time in over 40 days as we prepare 

to receive the Gospel account of the Resurrection.   We then invoke the intercession of all the Saints, in a 

particular way for those who are to be Baptized � this year we are blessed to have one adult Baptism.  The 

new water of the Baptismal Font is then blessed�by plunging the Easter Candle into the virginal waters of 

the font.  I will put holy water bottles out near the font on Sunday, should you wish to take some new holy 

water home with you.   We  then welcome those who are joining the Church� our catechumen who will be 

Baptized, those to be received into Full Communion who were already Baptized in another ecclesial                 

community, those to be Confirmed, and those preparing to receive their First Holy Communion� and all of 

us will renew our Baptismal Promises and recommit ourselves to living our lives as a people of the                       

Resurrection.   �

� Masses on Easter Sunday will be at 8AM (quiet Mass) and 10AM.  Due to spacing requirements, you 

need to make a reservation in order to attend.  Simply contact the Parish Office at 724�962�7130.�

� I hope that you will come and pray with us if you are able, and that you will join us in prayer from your 

home if you are not.  The Church remains at prayer, as she always has and always will�here and in your 

own domestic Churches�the Mass continues to be celebrated, and Jesus continues to be with us.  As we 

prepare for the Easter Mysteries, may God help us all! A blessed and holy week to all of you.  �Fr. Matt � �

�

�
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Mon. March 29� � �Benjamin Strickenberger�

7:30 am    � �  �� �  Friends at St. Bartholomew�

� �  �

� � � �

� �

Tue. March 30� � �Patricia Strickenberger �

�    � Son �

�

Wed. March  31�� �Benjamin Strickenberger�

7:30 am    � �  �� �  Son�

� � �

� � �

Thur. April 1� �  Rick & Barb McKee�

7:00 pm� � � � �Friend ��     �

�

Fri. April 2� �Service of the Lord’s Passion�

7:00 pm�  �� � �

�

Sat. April 3�   �

8:30 pm�   Easter Flowers�

   � �  �� �   �

�

Sun. April 4�  � For the People of�

8:00 am�     Saint Bartholomew �

�

10:00 am� �Easter Flowers�

 � �   �

�

�

Masses in red indicate they will be said privately. �

                          �

                        �

              �

Food Pantry �

This week we are asking for breakfast 

items and protein bars.  Please drop off 

in one of the bins in the Church, at the 

Parish Center, or in the bin by the main 

door at D’Onofrio’s in Hermitage.  

Prayerfully consider making a 

contribution so others may eat.�

 �  �

Prayer Line�

Need a 

prayer for 

yourself or 

someone 

else?�

Call or email 

the Parish 

Office to 

activate our Prayer Line: 724�962�7130  or 

secretary@saintbartholomews.com�

�

Sanctuary Candle 

In Memory of  Buddy Guerino 

By Walt & Patty Karsonovich 

 

In Memory of Rose DeAngelis  

By St. Bartholomew Parish  �

 �

�

�

�

Good stewards strive to conform their lives 

to that of Christ � emptying themselves of 

all pride and pu�ng themselves at the ser-

vice of others.�

� � � �

Office will be 

closed, Thursday 

April 1st through 

Wednesday April 

7th.  �

Due to early publication 

deadlines, this weeks financial 

information will appear in a 

later bulletin.�



There will be no Adoration Good Friday, 

April 2, 2020.  Normal Adoration schedule 

will continue May 7, 2021�

Saturday, April 3 

 

12:00 Noon 

 

Parking Lot 

 

Fr. Matt will visit each of you in 

your car for your Blessing.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Adorers	Needed!!!		We	are	once	again	looking	for	

adorers	to	�ill	our	schedule	on	First	Friday’s.		

Please	consider	dedicating	an	hour,	or	adding	your	

name	to	a	substitute	list	if	you	are	unable	to	make	

every	month	�

�

Contact	the	Parish	of�ice	at	724�962�7130.�
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KITCHEN AND BATH CENTER
G.H. HURL CONSTRUCTION, INC.

 Design-Build-Renovate
 3005 East State Street
 Hermitage, PA 16148

 Jerry Hurl - Owner
 (724) 347-5588 Office • (724) 347-1766 Fax • (724) 699-1239 Cell

J. Bradley McGonigle, III, F.D., Supervisor

GEALY MEMORIALS
MONUMENTS

Serving the Community Since 1957.

2850 E. State • Hermitage

342-5186

1740 East State St. • Hermitage, PA
JOSEPH & RHONDA YARZAB

724-983-8451

 HARTLE ELDER LAW PRACTICE, LLC

 CAROLYN E. HARTLE, ESQUIRE
	 The	law	firm	where	we	treat	you	like	part	of	the	family
  2500 Highland Road • Suite 105 Phone: 724-962-3606
  Hermitage, PA 16148  Fax: 724-979-6610

“YOUR Family FOOD CENTER”
1749 NORTH HERMITAGE RD. ROUTE 18, HERMITAGE, PA 16148

Walter Grimm
1333 W. Ridge Ave. • Sharpsville, PA

724-962-3291

833 Buckeye Dr. • Sharpsville

724-962-7434

DSF SLAG
 Patrick M. Zoccole:
 President

 Cell: 724-456-3200

MEHLER INSURANCE
Three Generations of Service Since 1925

62 E. Shenango St., Sharpsville, PA 16150
Phone:  962-5757

PARISHIONERS SAVE 5%

Nittany Pub & Grill
1208 Hall Ave., Sharon

DONALDSON~MOHNEY FUNERAL HOME
124 Main St., Sharpsville, PA 16150 • 962-7842

Directors:   Stephen J. Sherman
 Stephen J. Sherman II, Supervisor, Parishioner

2 LOCATIONS

Now Serving the Former Stevenson-Webb Funeral Home Families 724-962-5751

~ Areas Newest and Finest Facility ~
STEPHEN J. SHERMAN FUNERAL HOME

2201 Highland Rd., Hermitage, PA 16148 • 347-7202
Directors: Stephen J. Sherman • Stephen J. Sherman II, Parishioner

Contact Chris Reeves to place an ad today! 
creeves@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6206 

The Kavanagh Family, since 1969

www.cottagegardens.org

724.981.2911 

Russell Adkins
Parishioner

A Full Service 
Law Firm

724-981-2000 • ekmelaw.com


