
 

With Mary, we joyfully announce: “God with us” in Jesus Christ.  

Moved by the Holy Spirit, we strive to create a faith community of love and hope, of prayer, welcome 

and service where others will discover in and with us that Christ is Life! 

OUR PARISH NAME IS OUR MISSION! 

AUGUST 30, 2020   |   TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 

LOCATION 

Morning Prayer & Communion Service  

Monday-Friday 7:30am 

Daily Mass Monday-Friday 9:00am 

Saturday Vigil 5:00pm 

Sunday 8:00am, 11:00am and 5:00pm 

Holy Day of Obligation check bulletin  for times 

 

MASSES 

Parish O�ce  

p: 683-5254 

f: 681-5668 

w: annunciation.cc 

e: parisho$ce.annunciation@gmail.com 

Rectory: 683-2077 

Faith Formation: 683-5515 

Strong Start Pre-K: 681-1327   

 

PARISH CONTACTS  

7580 Clinton Street 

Elma, New York 14059 

 

RECONCILIATION 

Confessions are heard each Saturday  

at 4:00pm or by appointment. 
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LITURGICAL LIFE 

Dear Friends in Christ: 

 

Pope Francis has established September First as World Day of 

Prayer for Creation.  The day is inspired by Pope Francis’ 

landmark encyclical “Laudato Si” which calls on “every person 

living on this planet” to care for our shared earth.  The 

commemoration “will offer individual believers and communities a 

6tting opportunity to rea$rm their personal vocation to be 

stewards of creation, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork 

which he has entrusted to our care, and to implore his help for the 

protection of creation as well as his pardon for the sins committed against the world in which 

we live.”  I share with you for prayer and re9ection a poem, a psalm, by Joseph R. Veneroso, 

M.M., Maryknoll Magazine, September/October 2020, page 4.  It is entitled: The First 

Sacrament.  

 

“Let all that is and was and will ever be 

Praise God who made everything 

Not just to reveal glory and power and majesty 

But also to share love and life – eternally. 

 

In him all things in heaven and on earth, 

The visible and the invisible 

Were created through him and for him. 

He is before all else that is 

And in him we live and move and have our being: 

The farthest galaxy and nebula no more no less 

Than the peacock, the peony and the porcupine. 

 

Creation, then, is the )rst sacrament 

Instituted by Christ, through Christ,  

And, )nding its ful)llment only in Christ, 

The power that compels the heavens 

To declare and the seas and all they contain  

To proclaim God’s grace to all. 

 

And so it shall be on that day 

The mystic and the scientist shall meet 

On the very same mountaintop, 

Having climbed up from the opposite sides 

By very different paths over many years. 

They shall stand regarding one another in silence 

Suspicion giving way to admiration 

As they exchange gifts 

Till arm in arm they descend  

Looking at the world and one another 

With new eyes. 

 

O Let there be light!”  

PASTOR’S LETTER 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Pastor 

Rev. Eugene P. Ulrich 

Pastoral Associate - Administration 

Deacon James J. Jaworski 

Pastoral Associate - Ministry 

Deborah A. Keenan, MDiv 

Assisting Clergy 

Deacon Joseph P. Mercurio 

Deacon Dennis W. Kapsiak 

Rev. Msgr. Richard W. Siepka  

Parish Secretary  

Paulette Bruce  

Parish Bookkeeper  

Anne Swierat  

Director of Family Faith Formation 

Melissa Weisenburg 

Music Director 

Cynthia Napieralski 

Strong Start Pre-K Director 

Carrie D’Attilio 

Parish Trustees 

Dottie Austin, Michael Skrip 

Finance Committee 

Lawrence Zielinski, Chair 

Pastoral Council 

Thomas DiScipio, President 

 

PARISH MEMBERSHIP 

Newcomers are invited to contact the Parish O$ce 

to register. Adult children need to be registered on 

their own. 

LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 

Letters of Recommendation are issued  to 

members of our parish who are registered at  least 

three months, regularly attend Mass and receive the 

sacraments. 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism: Please contact the Parish O$ce to 

arrange to take part in the Baptism Preparation 

Program. 

Marriage: Couples who are planning to marry need 

to contact the Pastor at least one year in advance of 

their wedding date. 

Anointing of the Sick: The sacrament is  

administered after the 5:00pm Mass on the 6rst 

Saturday of the month. Persons who are 

homebound, in the hospital, or in nursing homes 

please contact the Parish O$ce for the Sacrament 

of Anointing. 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults): 

Anyone who wishes to enter the Church or 

complete their sacraments please contact the 

Parish O$ce. 

FAMILY FAITH FORMATION 

Religious Education and Sacramental Preparation 

are available for students in Kindergarten through 

Grade 10. 

ANNUNCIATION STRONG START PRE-K 

Pre-K 3 is  a two-day program, offered on Mondays 

& Wednesday s or Tuesdays & T hursdays in the 

morning; Pre-K 4 is Monday-Friday mornings.  For 

more information , contact 

cdattilio.annunciation@gmail.com 

Picture  

of father 
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MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Saturday, August 29 

The Passion of St. John the Baptist 

5:00pm   Deacon Jim & Grace  

  Jaworski 50th Wedding  

  Anniversary 

 

Sunday, August 30 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00am   David Montague  

  by Friend 

11:00am  William Hegedus  

  by Janet 

5:00pm   Helen & Stanley Pietraszek  

  by Gloria Duffy 

 

Monday, August 31 

9:00am   Betty D. Garby  

  by Family 

 

Tuesday, September 1 

9:00am   Intentions of Annunciation  

  Parishioners   

 

Wednesday, September 2 

9:00am   All Souls Intentions 

 

Thursday, September 3 

St. Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor 

9:00am   Dorothy Grucella 

  by Family 

 

Friday, September 4 

9:00am   Helen Wierzbowski  

  by Bob & Carol Nuwer 

 

Saturday, September 5 

5:00pm   Andy Enser 

  by Family 

 

Sunday, September 6 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00am   Dorothy Koszelak 

  by Ruth & Bob Krolczyk 

11:00am  Richard Bartkowiak 

  by Tom & Terry Felong 

5:00pm   Edward & Wanda Jarnot  

  by Family 

 

SUNDAY’S READINGS 

 

First Reading: 

Whenever I speak, I must cry out, 

violence and outrage is my message; 

the word of the LORD has brought me 

derision and reproach all the day. (Jer 20:8) 

Psalm: 

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God. (Ps 63) 

Second Reading: 

I urge you, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, 

to offer your bodies as a living sacri6ce, 

holy and pleasing to God, your spiritual worship. (Rom 12:1) 

Gospel: 

Jesus said to his disciples, 

“Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, 

take up his cross, and follow me.” (Mt 16:24) 

 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

 

Secular pursuits only bring a temporary 

amount of satisfaction and ful6llment. As 

much as we may think that achieving  

worldly success, economic security,  

personal well-being, and self-ful6llment are 

worthy goals to obtain, they all are 

 dependent on external variables and can 

lead to emptiness. We are trained to be 

very pragmatic and productive. Unless we 

are able to check off all of the boxes or 

comply with speci6c measurable  

requirements, our value and worth becomes questionable. Corporations, educational 

 institutions, systems, structures, and secular ideology rarely consider deeper, more  

spiritual, and human contributions a person can and needs to make. 

 To the secular mind, the wisdom and ideals of the Gospel are making less and less 

sense. Consider for a moment this question: “What pro6t would there be for one to gain the 

whole world and forfeit his life?” While Jesus is asking this very challenging question to  

people who are considering his message, many in our world are in a quite different place. 

Whether we realize it, many folks are asking a much different question. Why would you not 

want to gain the whole world and secure your life? If you look at where a lot of folks are  

investing their time, energy, and resources, it becomes obvious where current priorities 

rest. 

 Modern day comforts and possibilities are backing us out of our relationship with 

God. The 6re burning in every human heart is trying to 6nd its satisfaction in the things that 

humans have created and not God. Being altruistic and offering compassion for those most 

in need becomes a political responsibility or responsible gesture. We realize that our hearts 

need to be centered on something and someone who calls us out of ourselves, but we  

struggle and battle with naming the source of that call. God places the desire to seek, 6nd, 

and love Him in the core of every soul. We are not abandoned and left to fend for ourselves. 

But we can easily get confused. We know that when we extend ourselves to another self-

sacri6cially, we are doing what is just and right. We know that we can work through suffering 

and loss and come out better and more whole on the other side. 

 Our minds need to be renewed so that they can begin to understand that there is 

much more to who we are, and that faith plays a pivotal role in achieving our true and  

everlasting goals. It is when we see that it is only faith that can bring us to this heightened 

awareness of ourselves and God that it will begin to make sense. Then, we can put things in 

proper perspective and consider being a disciple.  ©LPi  
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FAITH FORMATION 

IN OUR PRAYERS ... 

DATE 8.23.20 

Collection 7,029.00 

Electronic Giving 3,637.00 

Preservation Fund 285.00 

Picnic 750.00 

Memorial Fund 0.00 

Bequests/Wills 0.00 

Youth Big Board 65.00 

Total 12,070.00 

Special Picnic Donation 304.00 

STEWARDSHIP 

FAMILY CONNECTION  

Peter was expecting a Messiah that would carry out a different plan than the one Jesus had 

explained. Jesus was indeed the Messiah, but his life and death would show a different  

understanding of what it means to be the Messiah. We too have expectations of God and our 

own ideas about what we think God ought to be doing in our world. Like Peter we may risk 

limiting our image of God by thinking only in human ways. God’s plan is always more than we 

can ever imagine. 

 

As you gather as a family, talk about what we expect God to be doing in our world and in our 

family life. Then read today’s Gospel, Matthew 16:21-27. Why do you think Peter was so upset 

by what Jesus was saying? Notice how Jesus reprimands Peter. Do we sometimes forget to 

let God be God for us? That is, do we sometimes get discouraged because God doesn’t act in 

our world in the ways that we expect? Pray together that your family will remember that God 

is always working for the world’s salvation in ways that are beyond our human imaginings. 

Conclude by praying together today’s Psalm, Psalm 63. 

 

 

Welcome to the family of God, through the waters of Baptism, 

 and into our Christian community:  

Knox Daniel Martin,  

son of Todd and Kelly 

 

Faith Formation begins SEPTEMBER 20, 2020!! If you have not already done so, please 

register now so we can get the supplies we need and set up our virtual classrooms: https://

www.annunciation.faith/registration. We will kick off our year with a Zoom call to all 

registered families, so please make sure you are registered by September 1

st

 to be included 

in our mailing lists, virtual classrooms, and online learning platform! 

For all 11th Grade students, including Catholic school students wishing to be Con4rmed, 

there will be a Zoom meeting on September 13

th

 at 6:30 PM to review the requirements for 

Con6rmation. Registered students will be contacted with the Zoom link so please register 

now - it is FREE (use the link above). Also, keep in mind that students must have completed all 

the documents in the Red Con6rmation folder by the Enrollment Mass on September 20, 2020 

at 5 PM. Do not wait to get these forms completed, especially the sponsor letter, as it may 

take a couple weeks to get the letter during COVID! Forms can be found on our website at 

www.annunciation.faith. 

As always, please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or concerns: 

annunciationre@gmail.com (Melissa Weisenburg); cr.annunciation@gmail.com (Colton 

Rogers); mam.annunciation@gmail.com (Mary Ann Mercurio); 

da.annunciation@gmail.com (Dara Anderson). 

Just a reminder, o$ce hours are Mondays, 8 AM -1 PM. Appointments are required along with 

masks and social distancing. Thank you!  We look forward to this new and different learning 

experience!! 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

SUN, 8/30 Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 

MON, 8/31 1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102 [97]/Lk 4:16-30 

TUES, 9/1 1 Cor 2:10b-16/Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13ab, 13cd-14 [17]/Lk 4:31-37 

WED, 9/2 1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21 [12]/Lk 4:38-44 

THURS, 9/3 1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [1]/Lk 5:1-11 

FRI, 9/4  1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40 [39a]/Lk 5:33-39 

SAT, 9/5  1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21 [18]/Lk 6:1-5 

SUN, 9/6  Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20 

Thank you to all who are currently 

electronically donating. Each week our parish 

receives a steady and predictable stream of 

income from givers who make an electronic 

commitment. To easily, safely and securely 

donate, please go to our website, 

www.annunciation.cc and click on Online 

Giving at the bottom of the page to make a 

recurring or one-time gift. You have the option 

on where to direct your donation.  Please 

contact the Parish O2ce if you need help. 

Kathy Ann, Judy Augustyn, Aelin Beck, Dawn 

Marie Buono, Eugene Burry, Greg Chatham, 

Stella (Barb) Craig, Marnie Czarnecki, Frances 

Evans, Paul Faleski, A.C. Furtney, Eric G., Irene 

Garvey, Kim Harding, Tim Jaworski, Sharon 

Kaiser, Cass Ketten,  Donald King, Marilyn 

Kinmartin, Fr. John P. Mack, Lorne LeMieux, 

Mary Mustillo, Patricia O’Brien, Bella Pellittieri, 

Bob Pickup, Jeffrey Pieczynski, Barbara Plezia, 

Jim Purpora, Cynthia Raden, Patricia 

Redenbach, Harold Renaud, Judy Schaubel, 

Jan Turnbull, Kim Vallaincourt, Rachelle & 

Edson Walker,  Ron Wenzel, Lillian Williams, 

Mark Williams, Thad Woronowicz, and Deacon 

Frank Zwack. The safety of and quick return 

of those serving in the Armed Forces. 

 

All names on the Prayer List will be printed in the bulletin 

for 4 continuous weeks.  Contact the Parish Secretary if 

you wish to have the name repeated for an additional 4 

weeks. 

REST IN PEACE 

Jack Emmi 

Maria A. Schalberg 
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Lord, 

make us  

turn to 

You. 

PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish O$ce is open by appointment only. Please call 683-5254 or email 

pmb.annunciation@gmail.com for an appointment. When possible, transactions may be done 

by phone, fax, email or mail. Face coverings must be worn when entering the o$ce, with no 

more than two visitors at a time. 

 

TEAM ANNUNCIATION - PARISH ROSARY NOVENA FOR PEACE 

Praying in union with the 54-Day Rosary Novena on Tuesdays immediately following the 9 AM 

Mass, beginning August 18 through October 13.  Families and children are encouraged to pray 

in church or at home. “Together in prayer, through the rosary, Our Lady promised peace.” 

October 13, 1917. 

 

ANNUNCIATION PRE-K POSTPONEMENT 

The Annunciation Strong Start Pre-K program will be taking a break from in-person schooling 

until protocols allow for more interaction and socialization without current restrictions. With 

the new constraints we do not feel that we can give each child and parent the quality 

education we have been able to provide in the past.  

 

Since early childhood education has a lasting effect on our children we want our program to 

be a positive, nurturing, adaptable, and developmentally appropriate school experience. 

   

“Enriching experiences in the early years will support children’s healthy development. In 

contrast serious stress or adversity can have harmful effects on the growing brain in the 

child’s developmental progress,” says the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and 

Medicine Report on Early Childhood Education. 

 

Our staff is developing a comprehensive online program that can work with any household. 

With a combination of materials, videos, small group and individual video chats we are 

expanding our program that can help instruct and empower parents on how to teach children 

in the home. Instruction does not always have to be formal. Our aim is to give you our “tricks 

and tools” to make any moment a teachable moment. 

 

We are looking forward to the time of less regulated face to face learning when we can 

quickly come back together again. For more information, contact Carrie at 716-338-3971 or 

o$ce.annunciation@gmail.com. 

 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN WORKSHOP 

The Church of the Annunciation will again be hosting a VIRTUS-training workshop on 

Saturday, September 19, 2020 from 9 AM—12:30 PM in the school’s community room (use “A” 

door). Parish and Catholic school employees and volunteers, over the age of 18, who work with 

children and young people in the Diocese of Buffalo, are required to attend a sexual abuse 

awareness session. All attendees must pre-register online at www.virtus.org.  Appropriate 

pandemic procedures will be followed: face coverings are required, temperatures will be 

taken and a minimum of six feet social distancing implemented. Class may be subject to 

cancellation depending on pandemic concerns. Please bring your own writing utensil. 

 

FISH OF EAST AURORA 

Our FISH gift for the month of August is Baked Beans. Please be mindful of expiration  

dates. 

NEWS & EVENTS 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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THIS SPACE IS

Commercial • Residential
Since 1968

Macken Services Inc.
 Septic Systems Installed & Repaired
 Cleaning of Grease Tanks & Septic Tanks

 683-0704 • 741-0003
 Our Business Stinks! 

716-655-4803
GTF Plumbing Heating and Cooling Inc.

11501 Coleman Road, Elma, NY 14059 | GTFPlumbing.com

5130 Transit Rd. • Lancaster

684-8888
 Joe & Donna Bialecki

Southtowns 
Showroom
914 Ridge Road, 
Lackawanna, NY 14218
(716) 824-9278

Northtowns 
Showroom
2598 Sheridan Drive, 
Tonawanda, NY 14150
(716) 832-0900

7540 Clinton Street, elma7540 Clinton Street, elma

 681-8844 681-8844
Call today for a free consultationCall today for a free consultation

Urban-

Mark and Amy 
Mercurio
Owners

716-652-4222
1131 Bullis Rd 

Elma, NY 14059
REPAIR • COLLISION • RESTORATION

St. Adalbert’sSt. Adalbert’s
CemeteriesCemeteries

Serving WNY since 1890
6200 Broadway • Lancaster, NY 14086

1621 Dale Road • Cheektowaga, NY 14225

681-3090

AletheA N. Sokero, CPA
Partner

3859 N. Buffalo Rd., Suite 4
Orchard Park, NY 14127

asokero@twc.com / Cell: 716-598-0992
2nd location in North Port, Florida

Taxation – Individuals, Estates, Businesses, Trusts
IRS & State Tax Authority Representation

Accounting & Business Consulting
Audits, Reviews, Consolidated Financial Statements

Start-Up Businesses, QuickBooks Expertise

~ Available Year Round ~

"Honest and Dependable Service Since 2000"
Jim Ando Plumbing, Inc.

4534 Clinton St, Ste 6, West Seneca, NY 14224
716-771-3601 • www.andoplumbing.com

Brett Burt • bburt@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6443 

Colored/Stamped
Patios - Walks - Driveways & More
89 Brandel Avenue | Lancaster, NY 

- 686-9591 -
LakesideConcreteServices.com

LC
LAKESIDE
CONCRETE

 HUNT Real Estate RA
 728 Main St.
 East Aurora, NY 14052

Sarah Kieffer, Parishioner
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

ofc: 716-652-1234 • cell: 716-512-3806
sarah.kieffer@huntrealestate.com

HUNTREALESTATE.COM

 WAGNER
 MONUMENTS

MONUMENTS, 
MARKERS, URNS, VASES
CEMETERY LETTERING

892-5505 • 2953 GENESEE ST.
Between Harlem & Union

 ELMA VILLAGE
 PHARMACY
 Daily: 9-9, Sun: 10-5
 2317 Bowen Road
 652-3920

Celebrating Over 50 Years in Elma

Phyllis M. Todoro, Esq.
Parishioner

serving Your FamilY’s legal needsserving Your FamilY’s legal needs

2340 Bowen rd. (simme Plaza)
716.652.0061

 Funeral Home, INC.
13228 Broadway • Alden

716-937-7411

Pre-Planned Funeral Arrangements Available

4680 CLINTON ST. • W. SENECA (1/2 MILE W. OF TRANSIT)

668-5666668-5666

BLOSSOM CHAPELS, INC.

Paul A. 

Flu, pneumonia & shingles shots 
DMV vision screening tests 

FREE delivery within 10 miles

716-671-5281
940 Union Rd., West Seneca 

Christine Todoro 
owner / parishioner

elma press
Complete Printing Service

5751 Clinton St.
683-6812

Quality Color Printing
at Attractive Prices

YOUR CHOICE
FOR COLLISION

& MECHANICAL REPAIRS

12089 BROADWAY, ALDEN, NY
(716) 937-9343

Camellia
Boneless Ham.  Ask for it

at your Favorite Deli.
“Brand Deli Ham & Turkey Breast”

716-893-5353

Since 1933


