SEPTEMBER 6, 2020 | 23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
LOCATION
7580 Clinton Street
Elma, New York 14059

PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Office
p: 683-5254
f: 681-5668
w: annunciation.cc
e: parishoffice.annunciation@gmail.com
Rectory: 683-2077
Faith Formation: 683-5515
Strong Start Pre-K: 681-1327

MASSES
Morning Prayer & Communion Service
Monday-Friday 7:30am

Daily Mass Monday-Friday 9:00am
Saturday Vigil 5:00pm
Sunday 8:00am, 11:00am and 5:00pm
Holy Day of Obligation check bulletin for times

RECONCILIATION
Confessions are heard each Saturday
at 4:00pm or by appointment.

OUR PARISH NAME IS OUR MISSION!
With Mary, we joyfully announce: “God with us” in Jesus Christ.
Moved by the Holy Spirit, we strive to create a faith community of love and hope, of prayer, welcome
and service where others will discover in and with us that Christ is Life!

LITURGICAL LIFE

PASTORAL STAFF

Pastor
Rev. Eugene P. Ulrich
Pastoral Associate - Administration
Deacon James J. Jaworski
Pastoral Associate - Ministry
Deborah A. Keenan, MDiv
Assisting Clergy
Deacon Joseph P. Mercurio
Deacon Dennis W. Kapsiak
Rev. Msgr. Richard W. Siepka
Parish Secretary
Paulette Bruce
Parish Bookkeeper
Anne Swierat
Director of Family Faith Formation
Melissa Weisenburg
Music Director
Cynthia Napieralski
Strong Start Pre-K Director
Carrie D’Attilio
Parish Trustees
Dottie Austin, Michael Skrip
Finance Committee
Lawrence Zielinski, Chair
Pastoral Council
Thomas DiScipio, President

PARISH MEMBERSHIP
Newcomers are invited to contact the Parish Office
to register. Adult children need to be registered on
their own.
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
Letters of Recommendation are issued to
members of our parish who are registered at least
three months, regularly attend Mass and receive the
sacraments.
SACRAMENTS
Baptism: Please contact the Parish Office to
arrange to take part in the Baptism Preparation
Program.
Marriage: Couples who are planning to marry need
to contact the Pastor at least one year in advance of
their wedding date.
Anointing of the Sick: The sacrament is
administered after the 5:00pm Mass on the first
Saturday of the month. Persons who are
homebound, in the hospital, or in nursing homes
please contact the Parish Office for the Sacrament
of Anointing.
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults):
Anyone who wishes to enter the Church or
complete their sacraments please contact the
Parish Office.
FAMILY FAITH FORMATION
Religious Education and Sacramental Preparation
are available for students in Kindergarten through
Grade 10.
ANNUNCIATION STRONG START PRE-K
Pre-K 3 is a two-day program, offered on Mondays
& Wednesday s or Tuesdays & T hursdays in the
morning; Pre-K 4 is Monday-Friday mornings. For
more information , contact
cdattilio.annunciation@gmail.com
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PASTOR’S LETTER
Dear Friends in Christ:

Picture
of father

The Diocese of Buffalo joyfully announces the ordination of two
men to the Sacred Order of Presbyter (Priesthood) and ten men
to the Sacred Order of Deacon (both Transitional and
Permanent Deacons) to be conferred through the invocation of
the Holy Spirit and the imposition of hands by Bishop Edward
Scharfenberger, Apostolic Administrator on Saturday, September
19, 2020 at St. Joseph Cathedral. Because of Covid-19 restrictions,
attendance will be limited. With social distancing and spiritual
closeness, we can thank God and pray for God’s grace on these men called to serve as Priests
and Deacons.
Although “vocation” has too often been understood in a narrow sense as a “calling” to
Priesthood and Religious Life, we know, in the richness of our Catholic faith and tradition, that
we are all called by Jesus, the Good Shepherd, to serve. Recent Popes have highlighted the
inclusive call to holiness. Saint Pope Paul VI in his Encyclical “On the Development of Peoples”
wrote: “…it belongs to the laity, without waiting passively for orders and directives, to take the
initiatives freely and to infuse a Christian spirit into the mentality, customs, laws and
structures of the community in which they live.” Saint Pope John Paul II, in an Apostolic
Letter, wrote: “The Church gives thanks for all women and for all the manifestations of the
feminine ‘genius’ which have appeared in the course of history, in the midst of all peoples and
nations.” Pope Emeritus Benedict, in his Wednesday public reflections at the Vatican, praised
and thanked the Lord for “men and women who have made fruitful their faith and their baptism
for the good of the entire ecclesial Body, to the glory of God.” Pope Francis in his “The Joy of
the Gospel” writes: “There has been a growing awareness of the identity and mission of the
laity in the Church. We can count on many lay persons, although still not nearly enough, who
have deeply-rooted sense of community and great fidelity to the tasks of charity, catechesis,
and the celebration of the faith.”
Saint John Henry (Cardinal) Newman, an Anglican convert to the Catholic faith and patron of
Catholic Campus Ministry, Newman Clubs composed a beautiful reflection/prayer on our
vocation:
“God has created me to do Him some definite service. He has committed some work to me which
He has not committed to another. I have my mission. I may never know it in this life, but I shall be
told it in the next. I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has not
created me for naught. I shall do good; I shall do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher
of truth in my own place, while not intending it if I do but keep His commandments. Therefore, I
will trust Him, whatever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my sickness may
serve Him, in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him. If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve
Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. He may take away my friends. He may
throw me among strangers. He may make me feel desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my future
from me. Still, He knows what He is about.”
Monday, September 7 is Labor Day. We acknowledge the dignity of workers and are mindful of
the unemployed during this period of economic hardship. St. Joseph, the Worker, intercede
and pray for us.
Fr. Gene Ulrich
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MASS INTENTIONS

SUNDAY'S READINGS


First Reading:
If you warn the wicked,
trying to turn him from his way,
and he refuses to turn from his way,
he shall die for his guilt,
but you shall save yourself. (Ez 33:9)
Psalm:
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. (Ps 95)
Second Reading:
Whatever other commandment there may be,
are summed up in this saying, namely,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Rom 13:9a)
Gospel:
“If two of you agree on earth
about anything for which they are to pray,
it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.” (Mt 18:19)

GOSPEL MEDITATION
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
It’s all about reconciliation and

conversion, not punishment.
Relationships are not static adventures
but wonderful gifts that continue to
develop, grow, change, and mature. We
are meant to be social beings, so isolating
ourselves from others is rarely helpful.
But, because human beings are on the
one hand tremendously gifted, talented,
and blessed creations, they are on the
other also flawed, broken, and sinful. We
all need to humbly admit that we are
works in progress and not only capable of
enriching each other’s lives but causing deep hurts and wounds as well. Hence, we always
need to be reconciled. We are always growing, changing, and expanding our knowledge of
who we are and how we are meant to share life together.
Because reconciliation and conversion are always part of the mix of life, honesty is crucial.
Without honesty, we can easily find ourselves living a lie and causing more harm than good.
Being able to freely share our feelings, especially those involving pain and hurt, is a charism
necessary to pursue and an art to learn. When we are wronged or wrong someone else, we
do not enjoy the confrontation that can and needs to come. We are taught to keep our
feelings to ourselves, especially when they are negative, and we tend to avoid difficult
conversations. Hence, we never really learn how to confront another, successfully resolve
conflict, find reconciliation, and welcome conversion. When we hurt or wrong someone, it
does not mean that we are a bad or sinful person who deserves only punishment and
excommunication. Quite the opposite! We are simply a human person who can make poor
choices and sin and can be forgiven. We can restore and deepen the relationship that has
been affected and find our way home again.
Jesus clearly wants to avoid shame because it has no purpose in achieving reconciliation
and conversion. All broken relationships deserve a chance at reconciliation. Every person
has room for growth and a need for conversion. We have to learn to be okay with honesty
and not be afraid to hear and process what someone needs to say, even if it is difficult for us
to hear. Severing a relationship, both personally or with the church community as a whole,
ought to definitely be a last resort and only pursued when all else has failed. ©LPi
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Saturday, September 5
5:00pm
Andy Enser
by Family
Sunday, September 6
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am
Dorothy Koszelak
by Ruth & Bob Krolczyk
11:00am
Richard Bartkowiak
by Tom & Terry Felong
5:00pm
Edward & Wanda Jarnot
by Family
Monday, September 7
9:00am
Roger Metzger
by Irene
Tuesday, September 8
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
9:00am
Robert Kowalewski Sr.
by Wife, Florence
Wednesday, September 9
St. Peter Claver, Priest
9:00am
Shirley Unselt
By Daughters
Thursday, September 10
9:00am
Intentions of Annunciation
Parishioners
Friday, September 11
9:00am
Carmelo Pitirri
by Shirley & Mike Pasek
Saturday, September 12
The Most Holy Name of Mary
5:00pm
William & Margaret
Troutman
by Maureen & Jerry Bergum
Sunday, September 13
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00am
Deceased Members of Holy
Name Society
by Holy Name Society
11:00am
Felix Braniecki Jr.
by Sokolski Family
5:00pm
Robert Kowalewski Sr.
by Wife, Florence

7580 Clinton Street, Elma, NY 14059 |
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FAITH FORMATION

STEWARDSHIP
DATE

FAMILY CONNECTION

8.30.20

Collection

6,422.00

Electronic Giving

2,219.00

Preservation Fund

40.00

Picnic

290.00

Memorial Fund

0.00

Bequests/Wills

0.00

Youth Big Board

25.00

Total

8,996.00

Conflict and disagreements are a natural part of family life. Yet, within our family, we have an
important opportunity to learn how to resolve disagreements fairly by treating people with
love and respect.
As you gather as a family this week, discuss the procedures for resolving disputes in your
family. What kinds of things produce disagreements in your family? Do children frequently
request the assistance of the adults when a disagreement arises? How do the adults respond?
In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches his disciples the way in which they are to handle conflict
within the Christian community of the Church. Read together this Gospel, Matthew 18:15-20.
Invite family members to summarize the steps that Jesus proposes for resolving conflict. How
might today’s Gospel inform your family’s handling of disagreements? If you have time, your
family might choose to role play how Jesus’ teaching about conflict resolution might be
applied to a disagreement that sometimes occurs in your household.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus also promises that he will help those who pray to him with their
needs. Pray together that each member of your family will learn to handle conflict in a
Christian manner. Pray together the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis.

Faith Formation begins SEPTEMBER 20, 2020!! If you have not already done so,

ANNUNCIATION FLU SHOT CLINIC
September 19 after the 5 PM Mass
and
September 20 after the 11 AM Mass
in Selbert Hall Meeting Room
Please bring your
insurance card and wear a mask.

IN OUR PRAYERS ...
Kathy Ann, Judy Augustyn, Aelin Beck, Dawn
Marie Buono, Eugene Burry, Greg Chatham, Stella
(Barb) Craig, Marnie Czarnecki, Frances Evans,
Paul Faleski, A.C. Furtney, Eric G., Irene Garvey,
Lucas Gryzbowski, Kim Harding, Tim Jaworski,
Sharon Kaiser, Cass Ketten, Donald King, Marilyn
Kinmartin, Fr. John P. Mack, Lorne LeMieux, Mary
Mustillo, Patricia O’Brien, Bella Pellittieri, Bob
Pickup, Jeffrey Pieczynski, Barbara Plezia, Jim
Purpora, Cynthia Raden, Patricia Redenbach,
Harold Renaud, Judy Schaubel, Mark Skimmer,
Jan Turnbull, Kim Vallaincourt, Rachelle & Edson
Walker, Ron Wenzel, Lillian Williams, Mark
Williams, Thad Woronowicz, and Deacon Frank
Zwack. The safety of and quick return of those
serving in the Armed Forces.

REST IN PEACE
Deacon Dan McGuire
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please register so we can get the supplies we need and set up our virtual classrooms: https://
www.annunciation.faith/registration. We will kick off our year with a Zoom call to all
registered families. For all 11th Grade students, including Catholic school students wishing
to be Confirmed, there will be a Zoom meeting on September 13th at 6:30 PM to review the
requirements for Confirmation. Registered students will be contacted with the Zoom link. Just
a reminder, office hours are Mondays, 8 AM -1 PM.

DIOCESE OF BUFFALO ORDINATIONS

With gratitude to God, the Diocese of Buffalo joyfully announces the Ordination of Denning
Achidi, Christopher Emminger to the Sacred Order of Presbyter (Priesthood) and Stephen
Czarnecki, Stephen Gajewski, Charles Johnson, Michael Johnson, Ryan Keating, Howard
Morgan, Christopher Privitera, Walter Samick, Thomas Sutton and Daniel Ulmer to the Sacred
Order of Deacon (Transitional and Permanent Deacons). Bishop Edward Scharfenberger,
Apostolic Administrator will confer the Sacrament of Orders through the invocation of the
Holy Spirit and imposition of hands on Saturday September 19, 2020 at St. Joseph Cathedral.
Attendance is by invitation because of covid-19 concerns and limited seating. We express our
thanksgiving to God and pray for God's grace to strengthen the candidates in their vocations.

A HEARTY THANK YOU. It has been an extraordinary year to say the least. When Covid 19 hit
and the country came to a standstill, churches and businesses closed, online Masses were no
longer an exception, ZOOM meetings skyrocketed and masks and social distancing became
the norm. How would the parish continue to operate? How would we pay our bills? Once again
– your generosity was overwhelming. Online giving through WeShare increased, envelopes
came in the mail, were left on the altar, crammed in the doors and dropped into the lock box.
THANK YOU. THANK YOU VERY MUCH!
Not having our annual picnic was going to be another challenge and leave a big hole in our
budget. How would we handle this? Once again – your generosity was unbelievable. As we
close out this fiscal year on August 31st, we would like to report that you donated $43,228 to
the SPECIAL PICNIC DONATION. Our Pickup Picnic with chicken and chowder drive thru and
the Ladies Sodality Quilt Raffle totaled $22,606. Everything sold out and quickly! Our 83rd Annual Annunciation/Elma Picnic after expenses netted $57,677.

annunciation.cc
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NEWS & EVENTS
UPCOMING EVENTS

PARISH OFFICE

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, September 7 in observance of Labor Day. The
Parish Office is open by appointment only. Please call 683-5254 or email
pmb.annunciation@gmail.com for an appointment. When possible, transactions may be done
by phone, fax, email or mail. Face coverings must be worn when entering the office, with no
more than two visitors at a time.

HELP WANTED: BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MANAGER

Annunciation is looking to hire full and/or part-time help to maintain our parish campus and
cemetery. We are looking for someone to maintain our buildings and light equipment, and has
knowledge of routine repairs. Experience is helpful and a good driving record is a must.
Contact the Parish Office at 716-683-5254 for an application.

TEAM ANNUNCIATION - PARISH ROSARY NOVENA FOR PEACE

Praying in union with the 54-Day Rosary Novena on Tuesdays immediately following the 9 AM
Mass, beginning August 18 through October 13. Families and children are encouraged to pray
in church or at home. “Together in prayer, through the rosary, Our Lady promised peace.”
October 13, 1917.

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN WORKSHOP

The Church of the Annunciation will again be hosting a VIRTUS-training workshop on
Saturday, September 19, 2020 from 9 AM—12:30 PM in the school’s community room (use “A”
door). Parish and Catholic school employees and volunteers, over the age of 18, who work with
children and young people in the Diocese of Buffalo, are required to attend a sexual abuse
awareness session. All attendees must pre-register online at www.virtus.org. Appropriate
pandemic procedures will be followed: face coverings are required, temperatures will be
taken and a minimum of six feet social distancing implemented. Class may be subject to
cancellation depending on pandemic concerns. Please bring your own writing utensil.

ANGEL FUND UPDATE

The Angel Fund has been set up to provide emergency temporary assistance to parishioners
of the Church of the Annunciation. Voluntary contributions sustain the Angel Fund. No
offertory or parish income is used; nor is the fund used for general parish expenses. The
Pastor, Pastoral Associate for Ministry and a member of the Finance Committee are the
guardians of the fund. Distribution follows established business practices and is subject to
parish audit review. In this, we take our guidance from St. Paul who spoke about the donation
of the Macedonian Churches and their generosity to the Church at Jerusalem: “We want to
avoid any criticism of the way we administer this liberal gift. For we are taking pains to do
what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord but also in the eyes of man” (2Cor.8:20-21).
During the fiscal year 9/01/19 to 8/31/20, donations from 45 different donors totaling $8,530
were received and $6,500 was distributed. Two individuals were recipients of funds and a
monthly gift over the last five months was given to two local Food Pantries which serve our
parishioners. This has been a special boost to the pantries which have seen the needs
increase in our communities with job losses and layoffs during the COVID-19 crisis. Our care
for each other brings a harvest of blessings to the Church of the Annunciation.

FISH OF EAST AURORA

“How Can I Keep From Singing”...
and why should I?
American Baptist minister, Robert
Wadsworth Lowry, was the original
composer of this 1869 folksong. It’s one of
my favorites and I like to sing along with Irish
artist, Enya, in the car, belting it out to an
audience of one. Singing has been an
essential part of worship in our Church and
its absence leaves us without that one
opportunity to really join our emotions to our
prayer. We usually don’t give the spoken
word a lot of emotional emphasis - when was
the last time you gave feeling to each word
in the Creed? And, by the way, maybe we
should. Our feelings are freed in song so why
are we now asked to leave it up to our Music
Minister to lift up our hearts? Love is the
answer.
Science has informed our thinking on the
spread of viruses and what we can do to limit
the spread. We love one another, as Jesus
taught us to do, and so we mask up to
protect each other. Normal conversation
expels air (and the virus), so what happens
when we take a nice deep breath to give
power to “Since Christ is Lord of heaven and
earth, How can I keep from singing?” The
effects are intensified even with a mask on
to buffer the air. So for now (and not
forever), we transfer our emotions to our
spoken prayers and pray them with love and
thoughtful response. God bless Cynthia
Napieralski who takes our musical longings
and lifts them up to God on our behalf. Such
is the burden of love we all share.
-Deb Keenan, Pastoral Associate for Ministry

Our FISH gift for the month of August is Baked Beans. Please be mindful of expiration
dates.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CHICKEN DINNER

Thursday, September 10, 2020 from 3 PM— 7 PM or sold out. $11/dinner. 2735 Union Road,
Cheektowaga, NY. Drive through, take out only.
annunciation.cc
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Urban-

LAKESIDE
CONCRETE

7540 Clinton Street, Elma

Colored/Stamped
Patios - Walks - Driveways & More
89 Brandel Avenue | Lancaster, NY

Call today for a free consultation

LakesideConcreteServices.com

681-8844

- 686-9591 -

HUNT Real Estate RA
728 Main St.
East Aurora, NY 14052

Sarah Kieffer, Parishioner
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
ofc: 716-652-1234 • cell: 716-512-3806
sarah.kieffer@huntrealestate.com
HUNTREALESTATE.COM

REPAIR • COLLISION • RESTORATION
Flu, pneumonia & shingles shots
DMV vision screening tests
FREE delivery within 10 miles

Serving WNY since 1890

716-671-5281

6200 Broadway • Lancaster, NY 14086
1621 Dale Road • Cheektowaga, NY 14225

940 Union Rd., West Seneca

681-3090

Christine Todoro

owner

Camellia

/

parishioner

MONUMENTS,
MARKERS, URNS, VASES
CEMETERY LETTERING

892-5505 • 2953 GENESEE ST.
Between Harlem & Union

ELMA VILLAGE
PHARMACY

Mark and Amy
Mercurio
Owners
716-652-4222
1131 Bullis Rd
Elma, NY 14059

St. Adalbert’s
Cemeteries

WAGNER

MONUMENTS

Daily: 9-9, Sun: 10-5

2317 Bowen Road

652-3920

Celebrating Over 50 Years in Elma

elma press

Phyllis M. Todoro, Esq.
Parishioner

Serving Your Family’s Legal Needs

2340 Bowen Rd. (Simme Plaza)

716.652.0061

Complete Printing Service
5751 Clinton St.

683-6812

Quality Color Printing
at Attractive Prices

716-655-4803
GTF Plumbing Heating and Cooling Inc.

11501 Coleman Road, Elma, NY 14059 | GTFPlumbing.com

YOUR CHOICE
FOR COLLISION
& MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Since 1933

Boneless Ham. Ask for it
at your Favorite Deli.

5130 Transit Rd. • Lancaster

“Brand Deli Ham & Turkey Breast”

684-8888

12089 BROADWAY, ALDEN, NY
(716) 937-9343

716-893-5353

Joe & Donna Bialecki

Brett Burt • bburt@4LPi.com • (800) 477-4574 x6443
Res
Commercial • idential
Since 1968

Macken Services Inc.
Septic Systems Installed & Repaired
Cleaning of Grease Tanks & Septic Tanks

683-0704 • 741-0003
Our Business Stinks!

Paul A.

Alethea N. Sokero, CPA
Partner

3859 N. Buffalo Rd., Suite 4
Orchard Park, NY 14127
asokero@twc.com / Cell: 716-598-0992
2nd location in North Port, Florida
Taxation – Individuals, Estates, Businesses, Trusts
IRS & State Tax Authority Representation
Accounting & Business Consulting
Audits, Reviews, Consolidated Financial Statements
Start-Up Businesses, QuickBooks Expertise

BLOSSOM CHAPELS, INC.

Pre-Planned Funeral Arrangements Available

~ Available Year Round ~

668-5666

4680 CLINTON ST. • W. SENECA (1/2 MILE W. OF TRANSIT)

Southtowns
Showroom

Northtowns
Showroom

(716) 824-9278

(716) 832-0900

914 Ridge Road,
Lackawanna, NY 14218

2598 Sheridan Drive,
Tonawanda, NY 14150

THIS SPACE IS
"Honest and Dependable Service Since 2000"

Jim Ando Plumbing, Inc.

4534 Clinton St, Ste 6, West Seneca, NY 14224

716-771-3601 • www.andoplumbing.com

3-D-4-2

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Funeral Home, INC.
13228 Broadway • Alden

716-937-7411

14-0206

