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A Time of Childhood by John Kavanaugh, SJ

“The days are coming.”

It used to be that, once the celebration of Thanksgiving was
over, | would go to the windows almost every morning, looking
for snow. It is one of my earliest memories, a tissue of images
held together by feelings that always had something to do with
expectancy.

For children of other countries or climates, the prod might
not have been Thanksgiving or the thought of snow, but |
wouldn’t be surprised if the early days of Advent were, for
Christian boys and girls, eager ones.

Some children had Advent calendars, others had wreaths
decked with candles. Many observed the strangely prophetic
feast of St. Nicholas, with its long stockings bulging with many
small promises of greater gifts to come.

Songs changed with December. Worldly anxiety combined
with hope in “You better watch out ... Santa Claus is coming to
town.” The “Dance of the Toy Soldiers” made the spine tingle.
And church hymns deepened everything: “O come, O come...”
“‘wake, awake, the night is dying.”

Advent is anticipation. Jeremiah thrives on it: “The days are
coming when | will fulfill the promise. ... | will raise up a just
shoot ... He shall do what is right and just in the land. In those
days Judah shall be safe and Jerusalem secure.”

Advent is promise and prayer. Paul’s letter to the Thessalo-
nians brims with desire: “May the Lord increase you and make
you overflow with love. May he strengthen your hearts.”

But the high hopes of both Jeremiah and Paul were electric
with apprehension as well. They both wrote in ages of turmoil
and threat. Jeremiah felt cold exile and utter loss. Paul wrote to
a community besieged by change and alien powers, in words
apocalyptic. There was much to fear.

Fears, too, are feelings of childhood. We commence our
lives with such daunting vulnerability. The unknown, the un-
manageable, the treacherous are everywhere. We await the
return of the familiar all the more urgently: the reappearance of
the parent gone a mere few hours; the replay of surprise joys
we beg our parents to repeat once more; the clinging to com-
fort when doom approaches.

In another Advent, perhaps my tenth, | saw the face of a
child go from death to life. She, a mere three years old, was
with her mother on a Christmas-shopping day. In the aisles of
an enormous department store she lost the center of her life,
who happened to be thumbing through bargains on the other
side of the world—an insignificant clothing table away.

The child’s temple collapsed. Her face blotched with high
shame and sorrow. Sobs erupted with instant convulsion. And
then the mother swooped from nowhere to cradle the girl in
arms that transformed the shrieks into tears of relief and joy.

Life, from its beginning, bears its gloomy portents. They
need not presage the end of the world or even the fall of our
mightiest temples. But any child can suspect that all might eas-
ily be lost. As Freud reminded us, we begin to die the moment
we are a-borning.

Today's passage from Luke’s Gospel, the discourse on the
destruction of Jerusalem, has Jesus speaking to our hope in
the midst of doom. He invokes the imagery of all our primal
fears: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon and the stars.”
Jesus tells of nations in anguish. Seas roar, waves crash upon
us. People die of fright.

Darkening skies, longer nights announce the winter of life.
But the child in us looks for the sign of love in the sky, the rain-
bows of fall, the snows that brighten the earth, the arms that
reach down to lift us up. We love to light the candle that dispels
the dark. We can’t wait to open the next window on the Advent
calendar.

And so, even with portents of the end times, there is the
promise born: We will “see the Son of Man coming on a cloud.
... When these things begin to happen, stand up straight and
raise your heads, for your ransom is near at hand.”

Like Israel, like Paul, the childhood we never leave is sus-
pended between devastation and delight. We rise and rush to
the window imagining snow. We sit up, alert to songs that
promise joy. We attend to the slightest confirmation that our
ransom is at hand.

Each ensuing Advent thus reawakens the child in us. And
yet, as each approaches and then recedes into the past, our
frail childlike qualities mysteriously mature. We slowly come to
a realization that there is a deeper hope, a more profound ran-
som, a truer liberation.

We begin to hope that Jesus Christ's radiance will be
brighter than any snow. We start to trust that his light could be
more luminous than all the candles ever burned, anticipating
Christmas.

Votive Candles
Lit for the week of December 2, 2018

Blessed Mother + Elizabeth Signore
req by Geraldine Wiess

Working with the Word

First Sunday of Advent
December 2, 2018

Reading I: Jeremiah 33:14-16
Responsorial Psalm: 93:1, 1-2, 5

Reading II: 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
Gospel: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

Focusing the Gospel

Key words and phrases: what is coming upon the world,
great glory, Be vigilant, stand before the Son of Man

To the point. This Gospel is not really about the end of the

world; it is about the completion of the kingdom. The Second

Coming is not a deadline; it is an invitation and incentive to live

in a certain way in the present time. The Gospel calls us to be

vigilant not about a future event but about a present way of

living shaped by the Jesus before whom we stand. Our destiny
’s “great glory.”

is to share in the Son of Man’s
Connecting the Gospel

... to the Second Reading: The Second Reading spells out
quite clearly what our daily vigilance looks like. We are to
abound in love, be blameless in holiness, conduct ourselves to
be pleasing to God, receive instructions given “through the
Lord Jesus.”

... to experience: Given our present experience of wars, pov-
erty, natural disasters, some people conclude that the end of
the world is at hand and are fearful. Rather than inviting fear of
an imminent end, these same things call us to become more
vigilant about the way we live and witness to the Gospel.
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: Sunday, December 2, 2018................Bingo Team 2 :
: Monday, December 3, 2018.........CHOIR Rehearsal :

iAscension Holy Name Society Rosary
: Tuesday, December 4, 2018 in Church at 6:00 p.m.

: Bible Study
: Wednesday, December 5, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.

: Study the Old Testament
- Wednesdays December 5, 12 &19, 2018, at 3:30 p.m.

Parish Advent Retreat with Deacon Greg Feary

Please join us on Sunday December 2, 2018 at 11:30
a.m. for the first session of the Advent Parish Retreat:
The great themes and traditions of Advent.

Monday December 3, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Considering Advent as a time of joyful expectation.

Tuesday December 4, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Mary as the perfect model for
what our Advent should look like.

Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
> — Bingo begins at 7:00 p.m.
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Brand new Queen of Hearts! You can be the next winner!
Split Progressive $2,500.00 at 42#
Regular Progressive Jackpot $500.00 at 56#
Bonus Ball over $250.00.

Free tickets December 2, 9, 16 and 23 for

: Tops Market Gift cards. Five cards to be

% 1. given Sunday December 16, and five cards
Y Sunday December 23.

Winner must be present to win!

Faith Formation

It's here! What you have all been waiting for!l We will gather as
an intergenerational community of faith in the parish hall after
mass next Sunday, December 9th, 2018 (The Second Sunday
of Advent) to introduce our new plans for growing in faith to-
gether! Parents, children, teens and adults are all invited to
Come and See the exciting things the Church is offering to you
through a multi-sensory event sure to engage everyone. Save
the date, come to Mass and join in as we experience the Antic-
ipation and Longing that is yours to discover this Advent!
Adults, if you have a bible please bring it with you. If you plan
on attending, please sign a slip or call the office at 343-1796.

Upcoming Collections

Immaculate Conception.................ocoo December 8
Retirement Fund For Religious........................ December 16
Christmas.........coovi i, December 25

Solemnity of Mary.............cooo i January 1

DECEMBER 2, 2018

Financial Report
Collection November 17 and 18, 2018: Regular $3,676.48,
All Saints $35.00, Christmas Flowers $10.00, Candles
$100.25

Diocese: Archdiocese for the Military $70.00, Campaign
for Human Development $495.00

Collection November 24 and 25, 2018: Regular $3,343.16,
Christmas Flowers $889.00, All Saints $2.00, Candles $94.20

Diocese: Archdiocese for the Military $4.00, Campaign for
Human Development $2.00

Expenses: Rock Salt and Blue Melt $796.25, Quarterly
Security Alarm $90.00, Extra Clergy $335.00, Hall Health Per-
mit $175.00, National Fuel $645.00, National Grid $740.55,
Carpet Cleaning $460.80, Office Supplies $108.37, Mainte-
nance Supplies $310.26, Payroll and Taxes $3,239.52

Income $8,150.09
Expenses 6,900.75
Difference $1,249.34

Mass attendance for November 17 and 18, 2018 was 280.

Mass attendance for Thanksgiving (November 22, 2018)
was 70.

Mass attendance for November 24 and 25, 2018 was 272.

National Night of Prayer for Life: December 8, 2018
Please join us for a night of prayer to Mary, the Mother of

God, under her title of Our Lady of Guadalupe, to ask her to
intercede for us through her Divine Son for a return to respect
for all life in our country. May we make reparation for all the
lives lost in this country to abortion and pray that parents may
be conscious of their calling as they share in God’s creative
power. Our service will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the church, with
Deacon Paul Kulczyk leading us in prayer and Benediction.

ALTAR AND ROSARY
CHRISTMAS DINNER
MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2018

CASH BAR 5:00 P.M.
A BUFFET OF MINI SPECIALTIES SERVED
AT 6:00 P.M.
INCLUDES DESSERT AND COFFEE
CATERED BY DFC, INC.

Pavilion Gift Company Nativity Scene Raffle

%%%%ﬁ

Please bring a $10 wrapped gift to auction.
$20.00 per person

Name

Telephone
Please return in the collection basket or
to the office by December 5, 2018.
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Saturday, December 1, 2018
Vigil of the First Sunday of Advent

4:00 p.m. + Walter and Rose Szczesny
req by Family

ol

Sunday, December 2, 2018
The First Sunday of Advent

8:00 a.m. + Deceased Members of the

Altar and Rosary Society
10:30 a.m. + Carmella Palma

req by Tom and Mary Jean Corradini
11:30 a.m. Parish Retreat

Monday, December 3, 2018
St. Francis Xavier, priest, memorial

7:30 a.m. + Elizabeth Signore
req by Geraldine Weis
7:00 p.m. Parish Retreat

Tuesday, December 4, 2018
St. John of Damascene, priest and doctor of the Church

7:30 a.m. + Rick KonarskKi
req by Marcia and Bob

7:00 p.m. Conclusion Parish Retreat

Wednesday, December 5, 2018
Advent Weekday

7:30 a.m. + Marilyn Colantonio
req by husband, Ray

Thursday, December 6, 2018
St. Nicholas, bishop

7:30 a.m. Thanksgiving to St. Michael

Friday, December 7, 2018
Vigil of The Immaculate Conception

6:00 p.m. + Anita Rynkowski
req by Bob and Sue Hartrick

Saturday, December 8, 2018
Vigil of The Second Sunday of Advent

4:00 p.m. + Ginette Cecere
req by Loving Daughters

7:30 p.m. National Night of Prayer for Life

Sunday, December 9, 2018
The Second Sunday of Advent

8:00 a.m. + Benny and Alice Potrzebowski
req by Bob and Sue Hartrick

10:30 a.m. + Angie and Donald Berardini
req by Dick and Dolly Cecere




December 2018 here!
Sove the Date!
Faith Formation Advent Session 1

December 9 at 11:30 a.m. in the Parish Hall
Adults: If possible please bring a Bible.

Altar and Rosary Society Dinner
Monday, December 10
Cash Bar 5:00 p.m. - Buffet 6:00 p.m.
Please bring a $10 gift to auction.
Advent Penance Service
Wednesday, December 12 at 7:00 p.m. in Church

2 Rectory Tree Trimming
f&:} Sunday, December 16 from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Church Cleaning
Monday, December 17 at 6:30 p.m.

Christmas and Solemnity of Mary

Masses at Ascension Parish
(All masses in the Church)

Christmas Eve, Monday, December 24, 2018
4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Day, Tuesday, December 25, 2018
10:30 a.m.

Vigil, Solemnity of Mary, Monday December 31, 2018

4:00 p.m. '

Solemnity of Mary, Tuesday, January 1, 2019
9:00 a.m.
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