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     The feast of the Epiphany, which was kept in the East and 

in certain Western Churches before being observed in Rome, 

seems to have been originally a feast of the nativity. January 6, 

for those churches where it was kept, was the equivalent of 

Christmas (December 25) in the Roman Church. The feast was 

introduced at Rome in the second half of the sixth century and 

became the complement and, so to say, the crown of the 

Christmas festival.�

     What the Church celebrates today is the manifestation of 

our Lord to the whole world; after being made known to the 

shepherds of Bethlehem He is revealed to the Magi who have 

come from the East to adore Him. Christian tradition has ever 

seen in the Magi the first fruits of the Gentiles; they lead in their 

wake all the peoples of the earth, and thus the Epiphany is an 

affirmation of universal salvation. St. Leo brings out this point 

admirably in a sermon, read at Matins, in which he shows in the 

adoration of the Magi the beginnings of Christian faith, the time 

when the great mass of the heathen sets off to follow the star 

which summons it to seek its Savior.�
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     The visit of the Magi occurs directly before the story of the 

Holy Family’s flight into Egypt. Matthew’s Gospel tells a version 

of Jesus’ birth that is different than the one in Luke. Of the ac-

tual birth of Jesus, Matthew tells us little more than, “When Je-

sus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod 

…” The story of the census is found only in Luke’s Gospel, but 

we hear about the visit of the Magi only in Matthew’s Gospel.�

     We know little about the Magi. They come from the East and 

journey to Bethlehem, following an astrological sign, so we be-

lieve them to be astrologers. We assume that there were three 

Magi based upon the naming of their three gifts. The Gospel 

does not say how many Magi paid homage to Jesus. In Mat-

thew’s Gospel, they represent the Gentiles’ search for a savior. 

Because the Magi represent the entire world, they also repre-

sent our search for Jesus.�

     We have come to consider the gifts they bring as a fore-

shadowing of Jesus’ role in salvation. We believe the meaning 

of the gifts to be Christological. Gold is presented as repre-

sentative of Jesus’ kingship. Frankincense is a symbol of his 

divinity because priests burned the substance in the Temple. 

Myrrh, which was used to prepare the dead for burial, is offered 

in anticipation of Jesus’ death.�

       Historically several moments in Christ’s early life and min-

istry have been celebrated as “epiphanies,” including his birth 

in Bethlehem, the visit of the Magi, his baptism by John, and 

his first miracle at Cana.�

You’re Bringing What?�

     Tradition interprets the three specific gifts of the magi as 

follows: They bring gold because that's the medium of tribute 

one offers a king, and they expect the object of their hopes to 

fulfill their hopes by the exercise of royal power. That's the only 

way they could imagine someone or something, or even some 

god, making a difference in the world. They bring incense be-

cause that was the medium of worship of any divinity. The ma-

gi assume the new king must be at least the agent of a god, if 

not  a god himself. The magi also bring a burial spice, be-

cause, as everyone in Matthew's audience already knows, the 

whole story of Jesus culminates in his death, described in gris-

ly detail, his burial, and his  resurrection, described in a myste-

rious lack of detail. Matthew's audience also knew that some, 

maybe all, of Jesus' followers would follow him into martyrdom. 

So the evangelist doesn't shrink from casting the pall of death 

over the otherwise charming scene of elders excitedly gather-

ing to visit a newborn.�

     Let's draw an analogy to the life of the church today. We 

within the church have something of value, and at least some 

outsiders are looking for what we have. They're like the astrol-

ogers from the East, coming to our Judea. We have a great 

truth, a great treasure, a great power, which attracts the outsid-

ers. In some respects, the treasure we have is as underdevel-

oped as a baby, now full of promise only, but one in which we 

have great hope. In other respects, what we offer the world is 

solid, publicly known for centuries, well devel-

oped but ever adaptable.�

     Were these outsiders to choose to join us, it 

would make big differences for them and for us. 

We can fathom those differences by analogies 

to the gold, frankincense and myrrh from the 

magi story.�

      The gold they bring us represents wealth, 

some wealth in the crass material sense, but more importantly 

the wealth of energy and love they'd bring to the life of our 

church. They can help invigorate us, and bring new life to our 

withering communities. That's a mixed blessing, of course, 

because new energy and new members entail new challenges.�

     The incense suggests that new members can 

help us renew the way we experience and ex-

press reverence for God. Outsiders are interest-

ed in us not just because we're an attractive so-

cial group or a place to hear nice music. They 

hope we're a channel for contact with an ineffa-

ble, mysterious God. That we are, but some-

times we nail God down too tightly, and assume 

we understand much more about God than we really can. The 

essence of God will always be to us as elusive as the smoke of 

incense. It's an act of reverence to admit that, and to express 

humility about our theological certainties. Sometimes we ex-

press God in only narrow ways that admit no variation. Some 

of our practices are quite opaque to newcomers, who them-

selves may have ways of knowing God that we should share. 

So if we're going to let strangers bring us incense, we have to 

acknowledge humbly the God who alone is worthy of that.�

     The most daring thing for us to accept is 

the burial spices. The outsiders want us to be 

willing to bear the cross when a faithful life 

asks that of us. Those who want the prosperi-

ty gospel know where to tune that in. But the 

outsiders coming to us want a community of 

courageous believers whose convictions and 

bonds are stronger than death. When we act 

like cowards, we repel these seekers, as we have done by our 

botched, defensive handling of abusive clerics. The world has 

plenty of self�absorbed, smug and comfortable groups. We're 

called to offer a generous alternative, and to put our communi-

ty at the disposal of the Reign of God in the world.�
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Financial Report�

�

�

Collection December 21 and 22, 2019:  Regular $6,011.00, 

Candles $91.72, Christmas Flowers $90.00, Christmas Mail-

ing $150.00, Christmas $100.00, Immaculate Conception 

$5.00�

�

Diocese: Religious Retirement Appeal $175.00.�

�

Expenses: Carpets Church/Hall/ Office $183.20, Extra Clergy 

$60.00, Gas for Parish Vehicles $85.75, Trash Removal 

$124.26, Christmas Flowers/Wreaths $1,253.00, Parish Office 

Phone/Internet $91.40, Rectory Cable/Internet $136.10, Quar-

terly Ins./ Property/ WC/Disability Vehicle $4,123.00, Candles/

Inserts/Mass Book $854.50�

� � �

                           Income�               $6,447.72�

� � � Expenses �    6,911.21� �

� � � Difference�    ($463.49)�

�

Attendance for  December 21 and 22, 2019 was 270.�

 

Parish Directory  

�

ASCENSION PARISH OFFICE                ASCENSION PARISH  HALL 

19 SUMNER STREET                              17 SUMNER ST. 

BATAVIA, NY 14020                                 BATAVIA, NY 14020 

OFFICE: 585-343-1796 

FAX: 585-343-0919 

 

PASTOR……………………………………..….REV. DAVID R. GLASSMIRE 

 

585-343-1796………………..……………….…...(pastor@ascensionrcc.com) 

 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE………….……....SR. MARY FRANCINE FASANO 

  

585-343-1796…………………..……(pastoralassociate@ascensionrcc.com) 

  

BUSINESS MANAGER…………………….…………......MARCIA R. DERCK  

  

585-343-1796…………………………...………..(bizmgr@ascensionrcc.com) 

 

SECRETARY…………...……….……………….…….……… VOLUNTEERS 

 

585-343-1796…………………..………………….(office@ascensionrcc.com) 

 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC…………………...……………….LEE ANN AUBREY 

   

585-343-1796……………….……………………….music@ascensionrcc.com 

 

RESPECT LIFE COORDINATOR ……… …MARIE MICHELLE GAYLORD 

 

585-343-1208 ……………………………….……(pgaylord@rochester.rr.com) 

 

HALL RENTAL…………………………………….…………...MARCIA DERCK 

 

585-343-1796…………………………...…….…..(bizmgr@ascensionrcc.com) 

BULLETIN COPIES ARE FOUND AT:  

www.ascensionrcc.weconnect.com/  �
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FREE MONTHLY RESPITE PROGRAM�

Are you a caregiver for someone living with mild to moderate 

Alzheimer’s or other dementia? If so , we can help! Introducing 

Respite Care: A memory Care Respite Program � four 

hours of FREE, faith�based respite with trained volunteers 

providing fun, purposeful and supervised activities for your 

loved one in a group setting and  free time for you to get a 

haircut, visit a friend, grocery shop or attend an appointment! 

It’s a win�win situation. Respite Care is offered the third Satur-

day of each month from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at the church: 

7908 Alleghany Rd., Corfu. This is not a drop�in program. 

Registration is required. This program is brought to you by a 

partnership of the Indian Falls Methodist Church, the Ralph C. 

Wilson, Jr. Foundation and Catholic Charities.�

    Doors open at 5:30 p.m.�

    Bingo begins at 7:00 p.m.   �

�

Due to the early bulletin deadline, we do not 

have the current Bingo figures available.�

�

�

We recently gave away $1,990.00!  �

   You could be our next lucky  winner!�

Bingo Team 1�

Sunday, January 5, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.�

�

Respect Life Committee�

Tuesday, January 7, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. �

in the Office Conference Room. New members welcome.�

�

Msgr. William C. Kirby Knights of Columbus #325�

Meeting Tuesday, January 7, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.�

in the Learning Center�

�

Study the Old Testament�

Wednesday, January 8, 2020, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.�

in the Parish Learning Center�

�

Bible Study�

Bible Study will resume on Wednesday, March 4, 2020�

�

Altar and Rosary Society Prays the Rosary�

Saturday, February 1, 2020�

�

Hygiene Items are Still Needed: �

Thank you for all your contributions to those less fortunate. 

Please remember while you shop, that the one or two extra 

items (toiletries) you give weekly, does assist those in need. 

Our Parish is continuing with Community Action, to raise 

awareness of the need for hygiene items for the underserved 

in our community. At this time, they are in need of soap & 

shampoo.�

Going the Extra Mile�

     So often in life, people are concerned about the minimum 

requirements. What is the minimum I must do to get a certain 

grade? What is the minimum I need to do to receive the Sac-

rament of Confirmation? What exactly do I have to do to make 

my boss happy?�

     This concern does not stop with everyday life but continues 

into our relationship with God. What exactly is required of me 

for salvation? How much time, talent, and treasure are 

enough? Jesus does not call us to this way of life, but instead 

to a life of unbounding generosity and surrender.�

     Jesus said, “If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with 

him two miles.” The minimum requirement is one mile; howev-

er, we are not to be disciples of minimum requirements and 

checking off boxes. We are to go the extra mile because that 

is how we bear witness to the transforming power of Jesus 

Christ. That is how we change lives and share the grace and 

love we have received in abundance. Nothing ever changes 

by doing the minimum. There is no real glory given to God by 

responding to His call with the minimum.�

     Imagine a world where all of us good stewards give without 

ceasing and go far beyond the minimum requirements. Our 

world would be a very different place. So, what is stopping us?�

� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS. ©LPi �

�

“New Year � Renew You”�

Join us after each Mass this weekend for 10 After �

With Fr. Dave.�



 

Saturday, January 4, 2020�

Vigil of The Epiphany�

�

4:00 p.m.�    All Souls�

 _________________________________________________________�

�

�

Sunday, January 5, 2020�

The Epiphany of the Lord�

�

8:00 a.m.� +�Maria Caryk�   

�    req by Larry and Fran Johnson�

�

10:30 a.m.� + Walter Glassmire�   

�   � req by Grandson, David�

 _________________________________________________________�

�

Monday, January 6, 2020 �

St. Andréé Bessette, religious�

�

 7:30 a.m.� + John Jablonski�

                             req by  the Jurewicz Family �

_________________________________________________________�

�

Tuesday, January 7, 2020 �

St. Raymond of Penyafort, priest�

�

7:30 a.m.� + Rosalind Pricola�

� � req by Husband, Vito�

_________________________________________________________�

�

Wednesday, January 8, 2020�

Christmas Weekday�

�

7:30 a.m.�    People of the Parish�

_________________________________________________________�

�

Thursday, January 9, 2020�

Christmas Weekday�

�

 7:30 a.m.         + Lillian Cina�

                            Req by Estate�

________________________________________________________�

Saturday, January 11, 2020�

Vigil of The Baptism of the Lord�

�

4:00 p.m.� +  Bob Radley�

                           �   req by Donald and Rosie�

 _________________________________________________________�

Sunday, January 12, 2020�

The Baptism of the Lord�

�

8:00 a.m.� +�Helena Fortunato  �    

� � � req by  Dolly and Family�

�

10:30 a.m.� + Rosalind Pricola�

� �   Birthday Remembrance�   

�   � req by Husband, Vito�

�
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A Vocation View�

None of us are without gifts to share for the good of God’s king-

dom. Could it be that your gift is a vocation to priesthood or reli-

gious life? If God is calling you to a Church vocation, call Fr. An-

drew Lauricella at 716�847�5535 �
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�Vision Statement: �

United in CHRIST, growing in Faith, Hope & Love.�

�

Mission Statement: �

All are Welcome ~ All are Inspired to live the good news of 

JESUS CHRIST.�

WHERE: Worship leads to Service ~ Service leads to Love ~ 

Love leads to Eternal Life. �

Epiphany Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus may your light shine our way, 

as once it guided the star of the Magi;  

that we too may be led into your presence 

and worship You, the Child of Mary,  

Mother of God, the Word of the Father, 

the King of Nations, the Savior of mankind. 

In union with Your heavenly Father  

and the Holy Spirit, You are  

One God forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

�

The official end of the entire Christmas season �

on the new liturgical calendar is the celebration �

of the Baptism of the Lord, �

after which Ordinary Time begins. �

Keep your nativity scene �

displayed up through this day, �

or better yet,�

 until the Presentation of the Lord�

on February 2nd.�



PCIONEK PAVING
Blacktop Driveways
Excavating • Top Soil

4295 BAT-ELBA TWLN RD. • BATAVIA

343-8594

Residential & Commerical 
Heating & Cooling

26 Cedar St. • Batavia, NY
585-343-2678

Refrigeration Co.
of BATAVIA, INC.

Derrick MonuMent
coMpany inc.
Cemetery Memorials

Locally owned Monument Company for 100 years
Visit our Shop & Showroom

37 Myrtle St. LeRoy, NY ~ (585) 768-8470
www.derrickmonumentcompany.com

derrickmnt@frontiernet.net

 3-B-4-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0229

COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL
Roofing • Siding • Sheet Metal Contractors

Richard Wendt • President
128 Cedar St. • Batavia  585-343-2400

343-2800
Rental Space for Businesses 

to Start and Grow
www.mancusogroup.com

M A N C U S O
Business Development Group

WESTERN N.Y. CONCRETE CORP.

QUALITY READY-MIXED CONCRETE
Poured Walls • Foundations • Floors • Driveways

 1-800-873-8826    638 East Main Street
 Phone: 343-6850    Batavia, NY 14020

J. LEONARD
McANDREW

FUNERAL HOME LLC
Serving Ascension Parish since 1950

Ronald P. Konieczny II - Director

“Sharing Memories of a Lifetime”

www.mcandrewfuneralhomes.net

2 Bogue Ave 
Batavia, NY

343-6158

FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION COMPANY, INC.

  www.gilmartinfuneralhome.com

329-333 • W. Main St., Batavia • 343-8260

Honoring Wonderful Lives

Traditional Funerals Starting at $4495
Traditional funerals include 2 day viewing, casket, removal, preparation, dressing/ casketing, 
cosmetology, basic arrangements, supervision for visitation, supervision for funeral, facilities 

for visitation and funeral service, hearse, 50 memorial cards, DVD and registration book.
Concrete grave liners optional - not required by NYS Law, however, may be required by cemetery.

Direct Cremation - Funeral Home Charge $999

Timothy J. Woodward, Director

Ascension Roman Catholic Community
ascensionrcc.weconnect.com

Ankle and Foot
Centers of WNY

Medicine and Surgery of the Foot and Ankle

Dr. George R. Vito, DPM, FACFAS
Heel Pain - Bunions - Hammertoes 

Neuromas - Bone Spurs
Fractures of the Foot and Ankle, 

Diabetic Foot Care, Orthotics, Ingrown Nails
Reconstruction of the Diabetic  Foot and Ankle

PRP INJECTIONS FOR CHRONIC
FOOT AND ANKLE PAIN

585-297-9761
8745 Lake Street Rd, Leroy, NY 

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
EVENING AND SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
 Most Insurances Accepted

Contact Kelly O’Brien-Carnevale to place an ad today! 
kcarnevale@4lpi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6333


