
12608 MADISON AVENUE  •  LAKEWOOD, OH  44107 

PASTOR 

Rev. Theodore J. Haag, O.F.M. 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil:  4:00 p.m. 

Sunday:  8:00 and 10:00 a.m. 

Monday to Wednesday and Friday:  8:00 a.m. 

Holy Day Vigil:  6:30 p.m. 

Holy Day:  8:00 a.m. 

Holiday:  8:00 a.m. 

 

CONFESSIONS 

Saturday:  3:15 to 3:40 p.m. 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

Hours:  Monday to Friday - 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Phone:  (216) 521-7288, (216) 521-9091 

Fax:  (216) 521-7005 

E-mail:  transfiguration@ohiocoxmail.com 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

In a spirit of oneness, we, the members of Transfigu-

ration Parish, a Roman Catholic community, are called 

to serve God through his Son, Jesus Christ, with the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit. We dedicate ourselves to 

the transformation of our lives and society through 

worship, evangelization, love of neighbor, and ministry 

to those in need. 

  

COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY 

Distributions are held from 10:00 a.m. to noon on the 

fourth Wednesday of the month from January to 

October and on the third Wednesday of the month in 

November and December. The Food Pantry is located 

in the lower level of the Rectory. 

BAPTISMS 

Call the Parish Office to schedule. 

 

WEDDINGS 

Ordinarily, arrangements must be made six months in 

advance, according to diocesan policy. Consult clergy.  

Pre-marriage classes must be attended. 

 

COMMUNION CALLS 

Please call the Parish Office if you or anyone you 

know would like the Sacrament of Anointing of the 

Sick, Confession, or Communion. 

 

NEW PARISHIONERS 

Please stop in the Parish Office during office hours to 

register. Non-registered Catholics cannot be given any 

certification for marriage or sponsorship for sacra-

ments. Usually, regular use of contribution envelopes 

is required as evidence of church membership. 

 

LAKEWOOD CATHOLIC ACADEMY (LCA) 

A Joint Educational Ministry of St. Clement, St. James, 

   St. Luke, and Transfiguration Parishes 

Infant Care through Grade 8 

14808 Lake Avenue 

Lakewood, OH  44107 

Phone:  (216) 521-0559 

Fax:  (216) 521-0515 

Website:  lakewoodcatholicacademy.com 

 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION (PSR) 

Classes are held on Sunday mornings from 9:00 to 

9:45 a.m. in the parish hall in the school building. 

Required for all children in Grades 1-8 attending public 

school. Call the Parish Office with any questions or for 

more information. 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 

We hope for many things: passing an exam, 

finding our true love, securing sustainable 

work, or surviving an illness. We often seek to 

have God be a part of what we hope for and 

desire, almost trying to convince Him that our 

agenda is what is ultimately important. While 

our particular hopes may appear to be what 

needs to be achieved in order for us to be 

happy, they really are not. Our lesser, more 

personal hopes can distract us from true hope.  

 

When God became a human being, a powerful 

message was sent: all that is authentically 

human is found in the divine. As the human 

Jesus lived and died in order to show us that he 

truly is the universal Christ, we have to keep 

our sight focused on our eternal truth and 

destiny and who we truly are. We have to be 

careful when we allow our earthly concerns to 

distract us. True hope is found when we place 

our trust in Christ’s promises and don’t rely on 

our own strength. True hope focuses on 

striving toward the fulfillment of God’s 

promises and not simply on achieving what we 

think we need in this life. Hope always travels 

with two friends — faith and love. In this trio 

of virtues, we find the very presence of God 

born in every human being. These are God’s 

greatest gifts, and they lead us to the fullness 

of His presence.  

 

As with faith and love, we cannot see hope 

with just our human eyes. We don’t carry this 

virtue within us to use solely for our own 

personal agenda. Hope is not something that 

simply comes with the human package. As 

with faith and love, hope is a gift that is given 

to us to draw us closer to our eternal truth. 

Faith, hope, and love are signs that there is 

something far greater going on in us and 

something greater to persevere in obtaining. 

The true divine gift of hope is what will endure 

any hardship we encounter, especially those 

that will come from authentically living the 

Gospel. With all that is happening in our lives, 

in our church, and in our world, what is the 

reason for our hope? Ask God for the fortitude 

to see His eternal gift as the reason we get up 

in the morning and do the things we do.  

 

 

©LPi  

From the First Letter of Saint Peter... 

 

Beloved,  

sanctify Christ as Lord  

in your hearts. 

Always be ready  

to give an explanation 

to anyone  

who asks you for  

a reason for your  

hope. 



Fr. Ted’s Corner . . .  

 

In our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles this 

weekend, we hear that there was great joy in the city of 

Samaria when Philip went to that place and proclaimed 

the Good News of Christ to them.  In our second 

reading this weekend (from the First Letter of Saint 

Peter), we hear him exhort his readers to be always 

ready - should someone ask - to give the reason for their 

hope.  These two themes - joy and hope - are 

particularly essential in this Easter Season.  But, it 

seems to me, they are always the cornerstones, the 

essential foundation for our life in Christ.  These 

qualities - their presence or their absence in our lives - 

shape in countless ways the way we live that that 

baptismal life that is ours in Jesus our Risen Lord.  Do 

we, like the people of Samaria, hear the Good News that 

Jesus proclaims to us every day?  And do we rejoice?  

Peter exhorts us to be ready to proclaim to others the 

reason for our hope.  Do we know the reason for our 

hope?  Are we persons of hope? - because of the 

Christ who is always with us...continuing his saving and 

life-giving work within and among us...sharing with us 

his victory over the power of evil and 

death...surrounding us with his healing grace and his 

merciful love...giving us comfort and courage and 

strength...deepening within us the gift of faith and hope 

and joy.  These gifts are especially what we need, it 

seems to me, in this difficult and challenging time. Yet 

they are also the gifts that are needed in every time, in 

all the circumstances and situations of our life. 

Once again, I share some of the wisdom of our holy 

father, Pope Francis, as he reflects on that quality of joy 

which shapes our life of holiness and is reflected in our 

lives as true disciples of Jesus.  

 

From Gaudete et Exultate -  

The Call to Holiness in Today's World   

by Pope Francis  

 

Far from being timid, morose, acerbic or melancholy, 

or putting on a dreary face, the saints are joyful and full 

of good humor. Though completely realistic, they 

radiate a positive and hopeful spirit. The Christian life 

is joy in the Holy Spirit for the necessary result of the 

love of charity is joy; since every lover rejoices at being 

united to the beloved… the effect of charity is joy. 

Having received the beautiful gift of God’s word, we 

embrace it in much affliction, with joy inspired by the 

Holy Spirit. If we allow the Lord to draw us out of our 

shell and change our lives, then we can do as Saint Paul 

tells us:    Rejoice in the Lord always;  

                 I say it again, rejoice! 

 

The prophets proclaimed the times of Jesus, in which we 

now live, as a revelation of joy. In the Book of the 

Prophet Isaia, we hear: Shout and sing for joy!... Get 

you up to a high mountain, O herald of good tidings to 

Zion; lift up your voice with strength, O herald of good 

tidings to Jerusalem!... Break forth, O mountains, into 

singing! For the Lord has comforted his people, and he 

will have compassion on his afflicted... Rejoice greatly, 

O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of 

Jerusalem! Behold, your king comes to you; triumphant 

and victorious is he... Nor should we forget Nehemiah’s 

exhortation: Do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is 

your strength! 

 

Mary, recognizing the newness that Jesus brought, 

sang: My spirit rejoices, and Jesus himself rejoiced in 

the Holy Spirit. As he passed by, all the people rejoiced. 

After his resurrection, wherever the disciples went, 

there was much joy. Jesus assures us in the Gospel of 

John: You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn 

into joy... I will see you again and your hearts will 

rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you... These 

things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, 

and that your joy may be full. 

 

Hard times may come, when the cross casts its shadow, 

yet nothing can destroy the supernatural joy that adapts 

and changes, but always endures, even as a flicker of 

light born of our personal certainty that, when 

everything is said and done, we are infinitely loved. 

That joy brings deep security, serene hope and a 

spiritual fulfilment that the world cannot understand or 

appreciate. 

 

Christian joy is usually accompanied by a sense of 

humor. We see this clearly, for example, in Saint 

Thomas More, Saint Vincent de Paul and Saint Philip 

Neri. Ill humor is no sign of holiness. Remove vexation 
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from your mind, says the Book of Ecclesiastes. We 

receive so much from the Lord for our enjoyment that 

sadness can be a sign of ingratitude. We can get so 

caught up in ourselves that we are unable to recognize 

God’s gifts. 

 

With the love of a father, God tells us in the Book of  

Sirach: My son, treat yourself well... Do not deprive 

yourself of a happy day. He wants us to be positive, 

grateful and uncomplicated: In the day of prosperity, 

be joyful... God created human beings straightforward, 

but they have devised many schemes. Whatever the 

case, we should remain resilient and imitate Saint 

Paul: I have learned to be content with what I have. 

Saint Francis of Assisi lived by this; he could be 

overwhelmed with gratitude before a piece of hard 

bread, or joyfully praise God simply for the breeze that 

caressed his face. 

 

This is not the joy held out by today’s individualistic 

and consumerist culture. Consumerism only bloats the 

heart. It can offer occasional and passing pleasures, 

but not joy. Here I am speaking of a joy lived in 

communion, which shares and is shared, since there is 

more happiness in giving than in receiving and God 

loves a cheerful giver. Fraternal love increases our 

capacity for joy, since it makes us capable of rejoicing 

in the good of others as Saint Paul reminds us in his 

Letters: Rejoice with those who rejoice... and We 

rejoice when we are weak and you are strong. On the 

other hand, when we focus primarily on our own 

needs, we condemn ourselves to a joyless existence. 

 

Let us continue to pray in these Easter days - praying 

as we do in one of our Eucharistic Prayers - praying 

that we may always walk in the ways of Christ with 

faith and trust, and be generous instruments of joy 

and hope to all the world.  May that joy and hope 

abide deeply and always in our hearts - with blessings 

of peace and everything good. 

 

� 
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From the Gospel of Saint John.... 

 

I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate  

to be with you always, 

the Spirit of truth,  

whom the world cannot accept, 

because it neither sees nor knows him. 

But you know him,  

because he remains with you, 

and will be in you. 

 

 

 

As we draw nearer to the close of our 

Easter Season and closer to our 

celebration of the Feast of Pentecost, let 

us earnestly pray for that Advocate 

whom Jesus gives. Let us open our hearts 

to that Spirit of Truth who will remind 

us of all that Jesus said and did and 

taught, will remain in us and will always 

be with us. 

�� 



P.C.S. Auto Repair & Body Shop I & II
 Specializing in

Preventative Maintenance, Tires, Batteries, Exhausts, 
Struts, CV Shafts, Brakes, Shocks, and Tune-Ups

FREE ESTIMATES & INSPECTIONS
PAUL ZIMMER

 P.C.S. Auto Repair & Body Shop P.C.S. Auto Body & Collision Repair
 13920 Triskett Rd. • Cleveland 13801 Triskett Rd. • Cleveland
 (216) 251-3130 (216) 251-4242
 Cell (216) 952-3625 Cell (216)952-3625

Foundation & Basement Repair • Driveways
Patios • Garage Pads • Stamped Concrete
COULTER WATERPROOFING 

& CEMENT, INC.
Phone: (440) 899-4999 • Cell: (216) 402-7526

Quality Service • Free Estimates
JOHN COULTER

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

Your Best
Choice for Quality
Breakfast • Lunch

Dinner
Open 24 Hours

11616 Detroit Road
221-2575

my  friends

 4-E-5-3  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0240

216-226-5009
DALE K. DUPEROW

1590 COUTANT AVE.

LAKEWOOD

PLUMBING  
& HEATING

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

12400 Madison Avenue • Lakewood
Affordable Senior Housing Community

216-226-7575 • TTY 1-800-750-0750 • www.fedormanorapartments.com

• All Utilities Included
• Monthly Activities
• 70 Channels of Basic Cable
• Large Storage Closets
• WiFi in Select Areas

13363 MADISON AVENUE, LAKEWOOD

ATTORNEY AT LAW
A. Steven Dever, Attorney

216-228-1166
astevendever@aol.com

The Benchmark for Quality Service
& Craftsmanship Since 1976

440-937-9134
www.stackheating.com

OH Lic# 12634/17479

 Find your loved
 ones using
 the CCA App!

15106 Detroit Ave., Lakewood OH 44107
216.529.2328

Contact Jason Novicky to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

 Pre-Need Planning   Family Owned & Operated
RE-ASSIGN YOUR EXISTING PLANS TO US TODAY

36363 Detroit Rd., Avon • 440-934-8000

— Still Proudly Serving our Lakewood Families —
Please call for further information 216-221-2522

Misencik
 Funeral Home

Cottage of Flowers
14519 Madison Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107
(216) 221-2100

www.cottageofflowers.net

MILLER’S
SUNOCO

Detroit Lakewood Automotive

Complete Auto
Repair & Towing

12511 Detroit Ave • Lakewood

216-521-0343
Serving the Community for 58 Years


