
12608 MADISON AVENUE  •  LAKEWOOD, OH  44107�

�

PASTOR�

Rev. Theodore J. Haag, O.F.M.�

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday Vigil:  4:00 p.m.�

Sunday:  9:00 a.m.�

Monday, Wednesday, Friday:  8:30 a.m.�

�

CONFESSIONS�

First Saturday of the Month:  3:15 to 3:45 p.m.�

Or call the Parish Office for an appointment.�

�

PARISH OFFICE�

Hours:  Monday thru Friday � 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.�

Phone:  (216) 521�7288, (216) 521�9091�

Fax:  (216) 521�7005�

E�mail:  transfiguration@ohiocoxmail.com�

�

COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY�

Distributions are held from 10:00 a.m. to noon on the 

fourth Wednesday of the month from January to 

October and on the third Wednesday of the month in 

November and December. The Food Pantry is located 

in the lower level of the Rectory.�
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BAPTISMS�

Call the Parish Office to schedule.�

�

WEDDINGS�

Ordinarily, arrangements must be made six months in 

advance, according to diocesan policy. Consult clergy.  

Pre�marriage classes must be attended.�

�

COMMUNION CALLS�

Please call the Parish Office if you or anyone you 

know would like the Sacrament of Anointing of the 

Sick, Confession, or Communion.�

�

NEW PARISHIONERS�

Please stop in the Parish Office during office hours to 

register. �

�

LAKEWOOD CATHOLIC ACADEMY (LCA)�

A Joint Educational Ministry of St. Clement, St. James,�

   St. Luke, and Transfiguration Parishes�

Infant Care through Grade 8�

14808 Lake Ave.�

Lakewood, OH  44107�

Phone:  (216) 521�0559�

Fax:  (216) 521�0515�

Website:  lakewoodcatholicacademy.com�

�

�

MISSION STATEMENT�

In a spirit of oneness, we, the members of Transfiguration Parish, �

a Roman Catholic community, are called to serve God through his Son, Jesus Christ, �

with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. �

We dedicate ourselves to the transformation of our lives and society �

through worship, evangelization, love of neighbor, and ministry to those in need.�



TWENTY�FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                                                    SEPTEMBER 19, 2021�

�

�

�

�

�

Saturday,� September 18�

� 4:00 p.m.� †Steve & †Betty Zahuranec�

�

Sunday,� September 19    25th Sun. in Ordinary Time�

� 9:00 a.m.� †Kathleen Thomas�

�

Monday,� September 20�

� 8:30 a.m.� Special Intention of Mary Alice Schaefer�

�

Wednesday,� September 22�

� 8:30 a.m.� †John & †Katarina Hvizda�

�

Friday,� September 24�

� 8:30 a.m.� †Joseph Puzak�

�

Saturday,� September 25�

� 4:00 p.m.� †Mary Dvoroznak�

�

Sunday,� September 26    26th Sun. in Ordinary Time�

� 9:00 a.m.� †Ruth Istok�

�

�

�

�

Sponsor of the 3 Sanctuary Lamp Candles for the Week 

of September 19th: Ann Costo: Prayers for Past August 

Birthdays and Anniversaries.�

�

Candles: The large red and blue globe candle inserts are $4 

each. The small votive candles are 25 cents each.�

�

Collection for last weekend was $3,487. God bless all for 

your support. All donations are appreciated.�

�

Special Collection: This weekend a special collection will 

be taken on behalf of the people who have been impacted by 

Hurricane Ida. More information is included in Fr. Ted’s 

bulletin article.�

�

Special Collection: Next weekend, September 25th/26th, a 

collection will be taken for the Catholic Communications 

Campaign. This campaign connects people with Christ and 

builds Catholic communities in the United States and devel�

oping countries using the internet, television, radio, and print 

media. Half of the money collected remains here in the 

Diocese of Cleveland to fund local communications efforts. 

Your support helps spread the Gospel message! To learn 

more, go to usccb.org/ccc.�

�

50/50: Only $5 per 50/50 envelope makes you eligible for 

half of the money collected through the 50/50 envelopes. 

There is a 50/50 envelope in your packet of envelopes each 

month, and there are extra envelopes by the church doors. 

Our parish benefits from the profits.�

�

Community Food Pantry: The next distribution will be held 

on Wed., Sept. 22nd, from 10 a.m. to noon. The volunteers 

scheduled are Joe Nanni and Bill Newkirk.�

Taking a child, he placed it in their 

midst, and putting his arms around it, 

he said to them, “Whoever receives one 

child such as this in my name, receives 

me; and whoever receives me, receives 

not me but the One who sent me.”�

Mk 9:36�37�
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GOSPEL MEDITATION�

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

There is something about being first. Whether it be first in 

line, first to be picked for the team, or the first one to finish 

their work, great satisfaction is achieved. Our egos love being 

first. It somehow sets us apart from everyone else, gives us a 

sense of pride and positions us to feel better than others. 

When we are first, we can glory in our efforts, skills, and 

achievements. Isn’t that what really matters? After all, we 

are taught from a very young age to be proficient, stay on 

top, be the best at what we do, and win the praise and esteem 

of others. This is the stuff that makes us successful and 

provides us with a comfortable, satisfying life.�

�

Jesus wants none of it. All of the details we anguish over 

mean little to the kingdom of God. You want to be first? 

Then, be a servant and welcome a child. All of this is the 

opposite of our often vehement pursuits. If we are serious 

about following Jesus and living the Gospel, then we must 

put the needs of others before our own. If we continue to 

listen only to the noise of the world, we are going to continue 

to believe the illusions we inherit. Those illusions come in 

many forms, but all have things in common: me before you, 

being on top and not the bottom, us versus them, personal 

security over universal harmony and peace. When are we 

going to learn that always striving to be the best and first is 

an empty pursuit in our struggle for happiness? While satis�

fying our ego with this momentary boost of esteem may feel 

good for a moment, is it what we really desire?�

�

If we can break from the world’s noise and create a space of 

sacred silence in our lives, we can begin to listen and see that 

we are being called in another direction. What we really 

desire is not the bolstering of our egos but the innocence we 

lost somewhere along the way. When we can be playful, joy�

ful, and even somewhat carefree, life is good. We want our 

relationships to work, a place to call home, and to live 

peaceful lives with our sisters and brothers. Only a servant 

can do this. The servant’s prayer seeks to detach from self�

concern in order to be used by God. Rather than worrying 

about being first and coming out on top, we can be inspired, 

guided, empowered, and led to do good works. Stop worry�

ing about being first and put greater energy into feeling joy.�

�
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Fr. Ted’s Corner . . . Request for Assistance: Hurricane 

Ida . . . You will notice an opportunity this weekend to make 

a donation for the benefit of all those who were affected by 

the recent storm, Hurricane Ida. In my column last weekend, 

I wrote about the Catholic Charities Appeal and concluded 

my remarks by noting that “there is so much need around us 

every day � persons in need in body and in spirit. Saint Paul 

reminds us that God is never outdone in generosity as in his 

letter to the Corinthians he writes that God is able to make 

every grace abundant for you, so that in all things, always 

having all you need, you may have an abundance for every 

good work. Indeed, the need never seems to go away. There 

is hardly a weekend that goes by without having some 

“special collection” to help some cause, to support some 

good work, to respond to someone in need. At times I feel 

hesitant about taking up these extra collections � there are so 

many, it seems, and our resources, at times, seem stretched 

to the limit. Yet, in the end, I am just “the beggar” � and that 

is, I suppose, the very least I can do. Having made the need 

known, I trust that you will feel free to respond in whatever 

way you feel you are able to do so at the time. I certainly 

understand that one cannot contribute to every need. I don’t 

believe that any of the “extra collections” that are taken up 

through the year are for frivolous or useless purposes. Yet 

we naturally choose to respond to the requests that perhaps 

seem more important or more worthwhile to us, that better 

fit our sense of giving. And to every request that comes, we 

are always invited to respond both “in prayer and charity.” It 

might be that, for a variety of reasons, one cannot make a 

contribution to a particular need or cause. Still we can 

always make a “contribution” of our prayer: praying for 

those who carry on that good work . . . praying for those 

who are affected by that need . . . praying that God would 

move the hearts and bless the hands of those who are able to 

respond to that need, whatever it may be.�

�

So, once again this past week, I received a letter from Bishop 

Malesic noting that the U.S. Bishops have requested a special 

collection on behalf of the people who have been impacted 

by Hurricane Ida which made landfall in the Gulf Coast and 

moved inland as a tropical storm, causing damage across 

several states. Many lives were lost. Homes and businesses 

were damaged or destroyed. And so that special collection 

for their relief will be taken up this weekend. If you wish to 

make a donation but are not prepared to do so this weekend, 

you may make a contribution by sending it to or dropping it 

off at the Rectory, or by putting it in the collection basket 

next weekend � in an envelope clearly marked Hurricane Ida 

Relief. (All checks should be made out to Transfiguration 

Parish and also have that note on the “memo” line.) As 

always, I am extremely grateful for your consideration, for 

your thoughtfulness, your kindness, and your generosity. 

Thank you.�

�

Away for a While . . . I will be taking some time away the 

week of September 26th. I will be joining my high school 

seminary classmates in the celebration of our 50th anniver�

sary. As I believe I have mentioned before, I entered our 

Franciscan high school seminary in 1966, after completing 

my elementary schooling at Saint Angela Merici in Fairview 

Park. Our Franciscan high school seminary was in the Chicago �

area. There were 75 of us in that freshman class � students 

from all over the Midwest. When we graduated in 1970, 

there were 31 of us. (Eventually, I was the only one of our 

class to be ordained a Franciscan priest.) Over the years we 

have stayed in touch with one another and had many oppor�

tunities to get together � still scattered as we are across the 

U.S. Last year, 2020, was our 50th anniversary of gradu�

ation. The gathering that we had planned for last fall had to 

be postponed due to the pandemic � and so was rescheduled 

for this year, a gathering of classmates and their spouses, a 

week in the Smokey Mountains in Gatlinburg, Tennessee.�

�

I will celebrate the Saturday evening Mass on September 

25th and then begin my travel to Tennessee after that Mass. 

Father Tom Mahoney will celebrate the 9:00 a.m. Mass 

on Sunday, September 26th � and will also celebrate the 

4:00 p.m. Mass on Saturday, October 2nd. I will return in 

time to celebrate the 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass on October 3rd. 

(Please note that there will be no weekday Masses on Sep�

tember 27th, 29th, and October 1st � Monday, Wednesday, 

and Friday. There will also be no confessions on Saturday, 

October 2nd.) I am very grateful to Father Mahoney for his 

availability and his willingness to celebrate Eucharist here at 

Transfiguration Parish on the Sunday and Saturday that I 

will be away. A reminder with this information will be in the 

bulletin next weekend as well. �

�

Have a blessed week. Be assured of my daily prayers for 

your safety, health, and wellbeing � for blessings of peace 

and everything good.�

�

�

�

�

Light for Love: The doors of St. James Parish at 17514 

, from�7�8 p.m. Parishioners, visitors, and pass�

ersby will be invited into the church to� light a candle for 

someone they love and to set it before�Jesus in the Blessed 

Sacrament. Come experience beauty, peace, and prayer in 

the midst of the radiant, candlelit church. We also invite 

anyone from any parish to multiply their love as a volunteer. 

Volunteers are needed as� Inviters� (on the street, inviting 

people in);�Greeters�(at the door, welcoming and answering 

questions), and� Intercessors� (praying in the church for the 

event and those invited in). Encounter God’s love firsthand 

and share it with others. RSVP to attend or to volunteer 

at�stjameslakewood.com. If you have any questions, contact 

Lina Simms at 216�650�8262 or at linadorasimms@gmail.com.�

�

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd: It is with great joy 

that we announce The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

method of faith formation for three� to six�year�old chil�

dren. The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd will begin on 

Wed., Sept.� 29th, at the St. James Parish� Center. The 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a Montessori�based 

approach to the religious formation of children rooted in 

Sacred Scripture, Liturgy, and respect for the child’s rich 

relationship with God.�Contact Colleen at 216�226�5116 or 

at pcl.stjameslakewood@gmail.com for more information.�
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The Benchmark for Quality Service
& Craftsmanship Since 1976

440-937-9134
www.stackheating.com

OH Lic# 12634/17479

 Pre-Need Planning   Family Owned & Operated
RE-ASSIGN YOUR EXISTING PLANS TO US TODAY

36363 Detroit Rd., Avon • 440-934-8000

— Still Proudly Serving our Lakewood Families —
Please call for further information 216-221-2522

Misencik
 Funeral Home

216-226-5009
DALE K. DUPEROW

1590 COUTANT AVE.

LAKEWOOD

PLUMBING  
& HEATING

INSTALLATION & SERVICE
COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

Contact Jason Novicky
to place an ad today! 
jnovicky@4LPi.com 

or (800) 477-4574 x6542 

Cottage of Flowers
14519 Madison Ave.
Lakewood, OH 44107
(216) 221-2100

www.cottageofflowers.net

P.C.S. Auto Repair & Body Shop I & II
 Specializing in

Preventative Maintenance, Tires, Batteries, Exhausts, 
Struts, CV Shafts, Brakes, Shocks, and Tune-Ups

FREE ESTIMATES & INSPECTIONS
PAUL ZIMMER

 P.C.S. Auto Repair & Body Shop P.C.S. Auto Body & Collision Repair
 13920 Triskett Rd. • Cleveland 13801 Triskett Rd. • Cleveland
 (216) 251-3130 (216) 251-4242
 Cell (216) 952-3625 Cell (216)952-3625

Foundation & Basement Repair • Driveways
Patios • Garage Pads • Stamped Concrete
COULTER WATERPROOFING 

& CEMENT, INC.
Phone: (440) 899-4999 • Cell: (216) 402-7526

Quality Service • Free Estimates
JOHN COULTER

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

13363 MADISON AVENUE, LAKEWOOD

ATTORNEY AT LAW
A. Steven Dever, Attorney

216-228-1166
astevendever@aol.com


