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Since arriving at St. Matthew on July 1st, the 
time has in some respects gone by quickly 
and, in some respects, has gone by in “slow 

motion” due to covid and social distancing.  Much 
has taken place in getting St. Matthew School going 
in these difficult times.  We owe a lot of gratitude to 
Mr. Tony Bonura, Principal, and the school staff and 
faculty.  They have put in many, many hours mak-
ing sure our children are safe and can get back to 
“normal.”  We are expanding the space in our Little 
Crusader program by bringing in some temporary 
buildings so we can fill the needs of our families.  
We have fixed up new meeting spaces to be used in 
the former Babin Financial Services building and will 
name it St. Matthew Hall (see picture on page 7).  I 
am excited to have some quality gathering space 
for meetings and faith formation.  We are reviewing 
all of our youth faith-based programs to make sure 
they are providing what our parents and children 
want and need.  Our Development Committee will 
review and monitor all fund-raising for the parish 
and school.  We want to bring all ministries togeth-
er as we raise needed funds in a way that benefits 
everyone both in the short-term and long-term.

Covid has caused our social interaction to slow 
down.  We can’t gather as we have in the past to fill 
the church or to meet in small groups to discuss 

our faith.  I haven’t met as many parishioners as 
I would in “normal” times.  Hopefully, as we enter 
into phase 3, 3.1, 3.5 or whatever the next covid 
phase will be, we can begin to get together again.  
As you can see in the picture of all of our ministry 
leaders below, everyone is anxious to get started 
with activities.  We will start slow and hopefully 
gain some momentum to have fruitful Advent and 
Christmas seasons.  As we approach Advent, we 
will wait patiently for the coming of the Lord as we 
wait patiently for the return to life as we remember 
without restrictions.  There are many reasons to 
have a real sense of expectation.

After the Christmas season, if restrictions permit, 
I want to gather with some small groups to hear 
what parishioners like about St. Matthew and what 
are your goals for the Parish.  We have a great staff 
who are very dedicated to making St. Matthew an 
inviting place to worship and serve each other.  In 
my few months here, I can certainly tell that once 
we get started without restrictions there will be 
great things to come for St. Matthew the Apostle 
Parish.  

May God Bless you and your family,

Fr. Lee Poche, Pastor
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Dear Parishioners,

Parish Life Ministry
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Award Winners

On Saturday, September 19, we honored our 2020 St. Matthew Award Winners and Order of St. Louis Medallion Winners.  
St. Matthew Award Winners

WORSHIP AWARD 
Eric Brauner is a dedicated Sacristan and Usher.  He is at the 
11:00 AM Mass every Sunday making sure things go smoothly 
as the lead Usher, and is at the church daily as a Sacristan 
opening the church for 6:00 AM Mass.  This is a real service 
to the 6:00 AM Mass goers, where he leads the Rosary and 
prepares for the Mass in any capacity, including as a Lector  
and Eucharistic Minister.  Eric is active in Bible study and  
truly a man of God.

SERVICE AWARD 
Mary Gibbens has been a member of St. Matthew the Apostle 
Parish for over 30 years.  As a member of the Altar Society 
she washes and irons linens, takes care of the priest albs, and 
pitches in when others cannot.  She is a Sacristan for daily Mass 
almost EVERY DAY, and is also a Lector and Eucharistic Minister 
for daily Masses.  As a member of the Homebound Ministry, 
she delivers communion to our shut-in parishioners.  Mary 
is also a member of the Legion of Mary, Friday Morning Bible 
Study, and leads the Rosary on Mondays before Mass.  She is 
a willing substitute when other ministers cannot serve and is a 
humble and considerate person, always willing to help.  

FAMILY LIFE AWARD 
Keith Guidry has been a long-standing member 
of the parish, and can be found regularly involved 
in parish ministries including Men’s Club, the 
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts. He is married to his 
childhood sweetheart Eva, and has two boys, 
Evan & Ethan.  Keith gives of his time, talent, and 
expertise to serve the school and church regularly. 
He can be seen using his skills as a contractor 
assisting in maintenance and repair efforts around 
campus, building bookshelves for the school, or 
enthusiastically running his Oktoberfest booth at 
the fair. As a leader of both the Boy Scouts and Cub 
Scouts he is currently an active Den Leader, and a 
Troop Committee member, but does so much more 
than is asked of him. He leads through personal 
example, accompanied by gentle reminders to the 
boys of why a scout is Reverent.
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Patricia and Peter Caperino have been parishioners of St. 
Matthew the Apostle Parish for many years.  Their daughter, 
Anne, went to school here and even after she graduated, they 
worked for the parish fair for years.  Pat is a member of the 
Friday morning Bible Study and one of the founding members 
of the Cancer Ministry. She is a faithful adorer of the Blessed 
Sacrament on Thursday afternoons.  Pat is involved in the 
Hospitality Ministry and has volunteered in the rectory. She 
also organizes the St. Matthew group for the Women’s New 
Life Center Run/Walk.  Peter (Pete) is an original member of 
the Knights of Columbus Chapter 13425, having held every 
office in the organization, including Grand Knight.  Pete is also 
a member of the KC John Paul II Assembly 3226.  He held many 
offices there, including president of the organization.  He is a 
member of the Usher’s Society and serves at the 4 PM Mass 
on Saturdays.  Pete volunteers for every Knight’s function and 
cooks for the New Woman’s Life Center Run/Walk and the 
Magnolia School Gala. 

Danny Veade and his family have been parishioners since 
1980.  Both of Danny’s children attended St. Matthew School.  
Danny was a member of the Men’s Club for 10 years, during 
which he served as president. Danny has been in the Usher’s 
Ministry for 18 years, and has served as president or secretary 
for 10 of those years.  Danny also a member of the Knights 
of Columbus.  He is a skilled carpenter and electrician and 
has donated his time, tools, materials, and knowledge to St. 
Matthew in fixing, repairing, replacing, and rebuilding many 
broken items/areas on site.  During the renovation of the 
church he spent countless hours assisting and giving advice 
at no cost to the church.  He is truly a giving man to the St. 
Matthew community.  

Congratulations
to all our winners!

Award Winners

The Order of St. Louis IX award was established in 1975 to honor those members of the laity  
who have contributed their time and talents to the church.

Order of St. Louis Medallion Award Winners

EDUCATION AWARD 
Maxine Rappold has been a long-standing member of the 
parish and leads a Come Lord Jesus Bible Study reviewing the 
Sunday readings and finding meaning and inspiration beyond 
the obvious.  She prepares tirelessly and is ready to inspire and 
invoke thought and discussion about our Catholic faith.  During 
the quarantine, Maxine enthusiastically continued the weekly 
sessions on ZOOM.  As her children grew up in the parish, 
she involved herself in many ministries such as CCD, Vacation 
Bible School , a substitute school teacher, and an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion to the homebound.  Maxine’s 
great contribution to those that study with her is her heartfelt 
sharing of her faith in Christ and love of the Church.
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Financials
Summary of Parish Finances • Two Years Ended June 30, 2020

***Please note that the archdiocesan-mandated chart of accounts changed in 2019-2020, and extra-diocesan 
collections and payments are no longer accounted for as income and expenses; therefore, they do not appear in the 
income & expense columns for 19-20.  The ED amounts collected and paid out in 19-20 totaled $43,151.65.

Actuals
Year Ending
June 30, 2019

816,710.54
245,418.23
30,560.70
1,092,689.47

450,595.44

344,326.24
97,884.88
159,869.97
30,583.59
1,083,260.12

9,429.35

939,563.46

939,563.46

49,890.61
987,506.12

1,037,396.73

(88,403.92)

Income
Ordinary Income
Extraordinary Income
Extradiocesan Collections

Total Church Income

Expenses
Personnel
 Salaries, Stipends, benefits & taxes:
 pastor, p. vicar, assisting priests, full & parttime staff,
 accountant, seminarian, religious ed
Other Parish Expenses
School Financial Support
Archdiocesan Assessments
Extradiocesan Collection Payments

Total Church Expenses

Surplus (Deficit) in Church Operations

Other Sources of Cash
Withdrawal from Savings
Insurance Proceeds
Property Insurance Reimbursement
Ministry Income
Investment Activity

Total Other Sources of Cash

Other Uses of Cash
Transfers to Funds on Deposit w/ Archdiocese
Capital Expenditures
Repairs & Renovations
Repairs Covered by Insurance

Total Other Uses of Cash

Total Increase (Decrease) in Cash

Actuals
Year Ending
June 30, 2020

759,037.20
201,982.64

961,019.84

384,310.83

240,789.84
170,335.24
179,978.03

975,413.94

(14,394.10)

5,347.80

1,163.82
(1,024.58)
5,487.04

9,738.19
5,347.80
15,085.99

(23,993.05)
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Where did you grow up? 
I grew up in River Ridge on 
Idlewood Place with my parents, 
six siblings, great aunt, and 
grandparents in the house behind 
us.  I lived there until I got married.

When did you start teaching at 
SMA and what do you teach? 
I started teaching at St. Matthew 
in 1999 in PreK 4.  I get to teach 
everything and help form an early 
foundation for further success.  
I love this age group and have 
enjoyed every year.

What is one of your hidden 
talents? 
I love everything to do with 
numbers.

What would the students be 
surprised to find out about you? 
I love camping and enjoying the 
outdoors.

If you won the lottery and 
decided to give up teaching,  
what would you do instead? 
Take care of my grandchildren 
and do something special for the 
children in my community.

What makes a ‘good day’ at 
school? 
When a child tries and is excited  
to show me something new they 
have learned.  ALSO, hearing the  
children laugh.

How do you show your school 
spirit?  
I get involved in positive things like 
fund-raisers, working the parish 
fair, Alumni connections, church 
affiliation (Parishioner, Sacristan, 
Engaged Couple mentor), attend 
school events.

What accomplishment fills you 
with pride so far this year? 
Getting the little ones to adjust to 
their new routine so quickly.

What is your favorite dish from 
the cafeteria? 
Shrimp boil and creamed spinach.

What inspires you? 
A child learning something they 
swore they could not do.

If you could pass on any wisdom 
to your students, what would 
you share? 
Believe in yourself and always give 
your BEST.

How do you remember all of your 
students’ names? 
God made every child unique.  
Their name fits their face or 
personality and it leaves a forever 
memory with me.

What is your first memory from 
St. Matthew School? 
As a student I remember the nuns 
and the priest and going to church 

Teacher Spotlight

Safe Environment

Interview of Mrs. Jeanette Battle, SMA Teacher

St. Matthew is blessed to have numerous ministries that work with children and youth. Our commitment to provide protection to  
the children and youth in our care necessitates that we comply with the archdiocese’s safe environment regulations.  Please go to 
stmatthewtheapostle.net/Safe-Environment-Volunteers for Safe Environment instructions.  Thank you for your service to our 
parish and its children!!!

Mrs. Jeanette Battle

and loving the music.  ( I also loved 
it because it was the only building 
with AC).

How do you think students will 
remember you and your class? 
As a teacher who made science 
magical and learning fun.  Who 
guided each child to be the best 
they could be. And who listened, 
loved, and taught from her heart.
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Around the Parish
Elementary CCD Working Hard at Home

SMA School

Fr. Francis Visiting 5th Grade Men’s Club Desk Dividers

Student CouncilSchool FUN Run
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Around the Parish

Matt’s Cats (Middle School Youth) FUN

Cub Scout Derby

St. Vincent de Paul Members St. Matthew Hall
St. Vincent de 
Paul Members 
Kathy Crosskill, 
Bill Siegel, and 
Merle Guerin 
celebrate 
20, 30, and 
20 years 
of ministry 
respectively.
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St. Matthew the Apostle Parish
10021 Jefferson Highway
River Ridge, LA 70123

Holiday Market
Join us on Saturday, November 21st for SMA Home & School’s 
Annual Holiday Market from 10am until 4pm in the Msgr. 
Bendix Center.  Get a jump on your Christmas shopping!

Holy Day Masses 
Immaculate Conception 

December 7 – 4:00 PM Vigil 
December 8 – 6:00 AM, 

9:15 AM, 6:00 PM

Christmas Eve 
4:00 PM  
6:00 PM  
Midnight 

Christmas Day 
7:00 AM  
9:00 AM  

11:00 AM 

New Year’s Eve  
6:00 PM 

New Year’s Day 
9:00 AM  

11:00 AM 

On Tuesday, December 1, 
St. Matthew will participate in 
#iGiveCatholic. We invite you 
to join the effort to restore 
or replace our campus sign 
(pictured right).

Advanced giving will begin 
November 16. Go to  
www.iGiveCatholic.org 


