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3RP SUNDAY OF ADVENT

John answered them all, saying, “l am baptizing you
with water, but one mightier than | is coming. | am not
worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” - Lk 3:16
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- Pastors Pen

Today’s Scriptures repeatedly echo with sounds
of joy and gladness in the divine presence, in res-
cue and redemption accomplished. The prophet
Zephaniah proclaims to Judah that despite her
many infidelities, God will “renew (her) in his
love” (3:17). In the responsorial psalm. Isaiah an-
nounce that Judah can live “confident and un-
afraid” (12:2) because God remains always in her
midst. St. Paul calls the Philippian community to
‘Rejoice in the Lord” (4:4) because the Gospel,
the Good News of salvation in Christ, continues
to spread.

In the Gospel, however, Luke brings a note of
repentance into this symphony of Joy. By the
time Luke wrote his Gospel account, fifty or more
years after the life, death, and resurrection of
Christ, Christians no longer expected Christ’s im-
minent return. Hence Luke reminds his hearers
that while Christ has begun God’s final rule on
earth, they must live each day fully aware of this
reality, looking forward to the unknown day of its
completion.

Thus, Luke often emphasizes the demand of
daily Christian living. A few verses before today’s
Gospel, Luke presents John the Baptist preach-
ing a baptism of repentance. In the Bible, repen-
tance means a radical conversion of one’s entire
way of life. It demands turning away from sin and
all that leads to it. While turning toward God in
heart and action. Therefore, the Baptist calls tax
collectors and soldiers to cease their common
acts of dishonesty and oppression.

Rejoicing in salvation that has already come in
Christ is praiseworthy, Luke seems to say. But,
he adds, the powerful presence of our saving
God in Christ calls for response in daily life and
action. Such response is true repentance, made
possible because our saving God is already with
us in Christ. For this we can truly rejoice!

Ask the Pastoral Minister?

Do you have a question about the
- Catholic faith? If so, email your
= Pastoral Minister, Lisa Covington,
religiousedrocks1@gmail.com a
question you have about anything Catholic, and she will
answer it. One question will be selected each week and
both the question and answer will appear in an upcoming
bulletin. If you would like your first name and last initial to
appear with the question, or stay anonymous, let Lisa
know.

This week's Q & A...

Q: Why are there four candles on the Advent wreath?
(Anonymous)

A: Thanks for the question about the Advent wreath, as that
is the current liturgical season. There are four candles;
each representing a different week before the Christmas
season begins. The candles symbolize hope, love, peace
and joy. As Advent progresses, the light reminds us that
the expectation of the arrival of the newborn King (Jesus) is
coming soon.

S

Our parish family would like to extend
Birthday Blessings to our Maintenance Director
Stefan Osif
on his December 12 birthday.

May God Bless you with many years of
health and happiness!

Our parish family would like to extend
Birthday Blessings to our Pastoral Minister
Lisa Covington
on her December 16 birthday.

May God Bless you with many years of
health and happiness!

Share Your Old Eyeglasses
When you donate your old eyeglasses, they are
donated to the Cleveland Sight Center. Please
donate any old eyeglasses you may have.
The donation boxes are at all entrances of the
Church.




THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 12, 2021

Parish Masses

Saturday, December 11
Vigil: Third Sunday of Advent
3:00—3:30pm Confessions

4pm ¥ Michael Gedeon by Family

Sunday, December 12

Third Sunday of Advent

Qam % Tom Derkacs by Wulk Family
11am ¥ Enid Feigenbaum by Cynthia Lacek

Monday, December 13
St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
8am % Robert Prokay by Sales Family

Wednesday, December 15
Advent Weekday
8am For All Parishioners of St. Bartholomew

Friday, December 17
Advent Weekday
8am ¥ Jean Smola by Family

Saturday, December 18

Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Advent
3:00—3:30pm Confessions

4pm % Rebecca Kirschnick by Family

Sunday, December 19

Fourth Sunday of Advent
9am ¥ Ray Patchan by Wife Ann

11am For All Parishioners of St. Bartholomew

THIS WEEK

Thursday December 16
Offices Close @ 2 pm

We are in need of Adult Funeral Servers.
No experience is necessary, training will be
provided. If you are interested please call

Vince Avallone at 216-287-7172.

Prayer Requests...

Please remember these in need

of your daily prayers...

%Richard Barbato Monica Meyers

*¥Nora Bewley
Dr. Linda Black
*HBob Fallon
*¥Anna Cukelj
Patti Dietrick
ESue Denoto
*¥Irene Duke

% Ken Fadenholz
* Dolores Fiffick
*#Jim Fulgham

¥ Margaret Gebura
*Charles Goble
*Gina Havasi

*Jo Heidrick
*Nancy Imbrigiotta
¥ Megan Keefe
HNick Knox
*Annamarie Kopp
*Shirley Leinweber
*Clara Lucarino
*Carol Mandinec
*Barb McClain
HAlex McClain
*Gus Miranda

If you would like to have someone added to our parish

wEddie Morar
%Joyce Obral
%Barb Ozimek

¥ Marlene Patrick
wJames R. Patrick
%Paul J. Piatak
¥Robert Petro
%Donald Punchak
*Lori Ranieri
*Richard Redovan
*¥Eric Reeder

" Sr. Rosemarie
Robert Schroeder
*Renee Sempr
¥Dolores Shemensky
*Lauren Shur
*Teri Siroki

% Terri Swingler

% Lisa Szymanski
¥Betty Tomanek
*Connie Troncone
%Rick Trope
¥Betty Vitt

"Anna Wagner
*Lisa Weiler

prayer request list, please call Kathy Otto

@216.676.0144 to have your loved one added.

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY
*Fr. Joe Brankatelli * Joseph Adams
* Christian DiVincenzo * Ryan Kazimer
* Cory Kuhn *George Pagadorotheou
* Eric Rensel Paul Russo

* Sgt. Adam Bettel

Due to early printing deadlines from the
bulletin company , the offertory amounts
will be listed in next week s bulletin.



