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| THE BAPTISM o/ /o

“l am baptizing you with water, but one mightier than | is coming. | am not worthy to loosen the
thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” - Lk 3:16bc

Excerpts from the Lectionary Tor Maess ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD,
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& In various ways, today’s feast and its

Scriptures extend last Sunday’s
revelation of Christ and his all-embracing
compassion. The second reading announces
once again that the “grace of God has appeared,
saving all” (Ti 2:11). We are further reminded that
God pours out his saving presence in Jesus
Christ, not because of human merit, but because
the very character of God is loving mercy,
extended to all without exception.

The first reading and Gospel further illustrate a
common theme in Luke: Christ fulfills the
prophecy of old. While Luke’s hearers, Greek-
speaking Gentile converts, might not have been
familiar with Old Testament prophets, they did
believe in prophecy. Hence the evangelist
frequently refers, directly or indirectly, to Old
Testament Scriptures, especially prophetic
figures or writings.

Isaiah speaks God’s Word of comfort to
Judean captives in Babylon. Though their present
existence seems to be nothing but desolate
wasteland, the same God who let their ancestors
through the desert in the exodus story will again
bring them through the “rough country” (Is 40:4)
to new freedom. The prophet proclaims that God
will come as a strong yet tender shepherd, gently
carrying them home.

A few chapters after today’s reading, Isaiah
indicates how God'’s people will be renewed:
through a servant of the Lord. Through the
prophet, God describes the servant as “my chose
one with whom | am pleased, “empowered by
“my spirit” (Is 42:1). By divine power, the servant
will bring God’s healing to the week and bruised.

Luke portrays a people “filled with
expectation” (Lk 3:15), wondering if John the
Baptist could be God’s chosen one. The Baptist
says he is not, and points to the one who will
fulfill the prophecy. As Jesus prays after his
baptism, the divine voice proclaims. “You are my
beloved Son” (Lk 3:22).

Ask the Pastoral Minister?

=* | Do you have a question about the
@  Catholic faith? If so, email your
Pastoral Minister, Lisa Covington,
religiousedrocks1@gmail.com a question you
have about anything Catholic, and she will an-
swer it. One question will be selected each week
and both the question and answer will appear in
an upcoming bulletin. If you would like your first
name and last initial to appear with the question,
or stay anonymous, let Lisa know.

This week’'s Q & A...

Q: Why were gold, frankincense and myrrh given
by the Wise Men as gifts to Jesus? (Anonymous)

A: This is a great question, as we just celebrated
the Feast of the Epiphany. In the Gospel of
Matthew, chapter 2, verse 11, we learn that gold,
frankincense, and myrrh were presented as gifts.
The gold is representative of a gift a king would
received. In ancient cultures, gold was seen as
highly valued by biblical kings. The frankincense
and myrrh were also seen as valuable gifts.
Frankincense had a valued fragrance and was
used for incense in temple rituals. Myrrh also
had a good scent, perfume like, and was used in
embalming, in anointing oil as an anesthetic, and
for deodorizing clothing. Frankincense was
mentioned in the Bible 15 times, while myrrh is
mentioned 17 times.

Share Your Old Eyeglasses

When you donate your old eyeglasses, they are do-
nated to the Cleveland Sight Center. Please donate
any old eyeglasses you may have. The donation
boxes are at all entrances of the Church.
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Parish Masses

Saturday, January 8
Vigil: Baptism of the Lord
4pm ¥ Lenore Knerem by Husband

Sunday, January 9

Baptism of the Lord

g9am % Jane Koprowski by Kellogg Family
11am ¥  George Flak by Family

Monday, January 10

Weekday
8am ¥ Mary C. Shur-Slepecky by Joe & Lauren Shur

Wednesday, January 12

Weekday
8am For All Parishioners of St. Bartholomew

Friday, January 14

Weekday
8am For All Parishioners of St. Bartholomew

Saturday, January 15
Vigil: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
4pm ¥ Monica Adams, Larry Adams Jr. &

Larry Adams Sr. by Family

Sunday, January 16
Second Sunday in Orinary Time

10am For All Parishioners of St. Bartholomew

Parish Offertory—December 25, 2021

Christmas $31,761.00
Parish Purse $ 45.00
Adopt-A-Student $ 50.00
Music Ministry $ 10.00
Immaculate Conception $ 75.00

Parish Offertory—December 26, 2021

Sunday Offertory $12,210.00
Christmas $ 1,224.00
Sustain Our School $ 70.00
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Prayer Requests... |
Please remember these in need

of your daily prayers...

*¥Richard Barbato Ken Mraz

ZNora Bewley %Joyce Obral

%Dr. Linda Black ¥Barb Ozimek

*HBob Fallon
*Anna Cukelj
Patti Dietrick
ESue Denoto
*¥Irene Duke

% Ken Fadenholz
* Dolores Fiffick
*#Jim Fulgham

¥ Margaret Gebura
*Charles Goble
*Gina Havasi

*Jo Heidrick
*¥Nancy Imbrigiotta
¥ Megan Keefe
*Annamarie Kopp
*¥Shirley Leinweber
*Clara Lucarino
*Carol Mandinec
Barb McClain
HAlex McClain
®Gus Miranda
*Monica Meyers

¥ Marlene Patrick
wJames R. Patrick
Paul J. Piatak
¥Robert Petro
¥Donald Punchak
*Lori Ranieri
*¥Richard Redovan
*¥Eric Reeder

" Sr. Rosemarie
Robert Schroeder
“Renee Sempr
¥Dolores Shemensky
*¥Lauren Shur
¥Teri Siroki

% Terri Swingler

% Lisa Szymanski
¥Betty Tomanek
*Connie Troncone
¥Rick Trope
¥Betty Vitt

*®Anna Wagner
¥Lisa Weiler

If you would like to have someone added to our parish
prayer request list, please call Kathy Otto
@216.676.0144 to have your loved one added.

PRAYERS FOR OUR MILITARY
*Fr. Joe Brankatelli * Joseph Adams
* Christian DiVincenzo * Ryan Kazimer
* Cory Kuhn *George Pagadorotheou
* Eric Rensel Paul Russo

* Sgt. Adam Bettel

Parish Offertory—January 2, 2022

Sunday Offertory $11,582.00

Sustain Our School $ 920.00
Solemnity of Mary $ 945.00
Religious Retirement $ 100.00
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Fr. Len’s Retirement Reception Update

This is updated information regarding the
weekend of January 15 & 16. In keeping with
current COVID safety guidelines, the number of
people in attendance at the reception for Fr. Len
needs to be capped at 150. Because of this there
will also be a reception after the 4:00 pm Mass on
Saturday, January 15.

Schedule for the weekend of January 15 & 16

Saturday, January 15—Mass @ 4:00 pm with
reception following in Saunders Hall

Sunday, January 16— Mass @ 10:00 am with
reception following in Saunders Hall.

All guests will need to wear masks, except while
eating and drinking. To RSVP for either Saturday
or Sunday reception please call the parish office
at 440-842-5400. When you call, let us know
which reception you will be attending. There will
be a box at both receptions for cards for

Fr. Len.

AM 1260 The Rock Continues the Mass
of the Month in 2022 for the

Intentions of Our Listeners and
Benefactors

AM 1260 The Rock is continuing our
monthly Mass intentions for YOU - our
listeners and benefactors. Each month we
have an opportunity to pray for and with
one another at parishes around the
diocese. Our February Mass is at

St. Ignatius of Antioch Saturday, February
5™ at 5:00 PM (Eucharistic Adoration and
Confession 3:30-4:30PM). Our Masses of
the Month for the rest of 2022 can be
found at am1260therock.com or call us at
216-227-1260.

It's 2022 and a year that is new. Making a
resolution that's way too steep? Enrich your mind,
body, spirit with one you can keep! Start your New
Year off by listening to AM1260 The Rock Catholic
radiol AM1260 The Rock makes it easy to learn
more about our faith with daily Mass, devotionals,
news from a Catholic perspective, apologetics and
much more. Listen via radio, the internet, or our
mobile app. Visit www.am1260therock.com for a
complete program schedule, to download

mobile app, or for more information. Glory be to
God and your loved ones in the New Year

and beyond.

The Presence Candle for the month
of January is burning in memory of
Mary Charlotte
Shur-Slepecky

It has been offered by
Joe & Lauren Shur

Synod 2021-2023: For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation and Mission

St. Bartholomew Parish will be participating in listening
sessions as part of the diocesan synodal process. Synodality
means journeying together and gathering in assembly as
the People of God to proclaim the Gospel. Pope Francis has
invited EVERYONE to participate in a dialogue with one
another and with the worldwide Catholic Church. Join us!
We hope you will participate in the conversations that will
take place in January. Each individual matters and each of
our experiences is valid and in need of ears to listen.
Nobody is excluded - all are welcome. We are all on this
journey of faith together! This is an opportunity to listen to
one another in a spirit of prayer and dream about the
Church we are called to be. The information gathered from
the listening sessions will not only help us discern how we
can move forward together as a parish community, but also
as a diocese and Universal Church. Dates of parish
listening sessions to be announced in an upcoming
bulletin. To learn more, please visit the website:
dioceseofcleveland.org/synod.
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Over 100 years of quality with today’s technology

The best ._* 110 o Heating
home to be in Nns ead * Air Conditioning

. et et ® Installations & Service
I YU O . it eemeas’ R v Ol e e

' 216-221-2036
www.lakewoodfurnace.com

CHURCHILL
TOWERS

Comfortable Peaceful 55+ living
9333 North Church Drive
Parma Heights, OH
440-843-2392

Free Heat, Water, Sewer

440.888.3809 - Homelnstead.com/306

Each Home Instead Senior Care Franchise is independently owned and operated.

& Garage Parking ©2019 Home Instead, Inc. All major credit cards accepted
Since 1985 OH. Lic. 12562
HOLY FAMILY Ay O
0NN  The Plumbing Sdiurce SUPPORT OUR
CREDlT UNlON General Repair e HVAC ¢ Sewer & Drain Cleaning ® Sump Pumps A DV E RTi 5 E R s !
Hot Water Heaters ¢ Gas Lines ¢ Bathroom/Kitchen Remodeling I
440.842.1620 Tony DiNardo, Parishioner (440) 333-4243 @
e Low Used & New Car N .
Rates We Ace Here For You Parkside Villa
 Home Equity & Signature M Excellent therapy
Loans department
* Checking, Savings & CD's o Assisted livi Burial Planning B Private rehab rooms
« Online Banking ssistea living M. ials
» Savings insured by NCUA * Independent Living _ ermor
® Memory Care G?"Hf'f SHPPWT
WE WELCOME 15435 Bagley Rd 2040 Hepburn Rd
ST. BART Middleburg Heights OH 44130 Q?{““&*'@Wmffﬁ Assocurioy Middleegu:”':lts .
PARISHIONERS 440-887-1125 e g
www.paramountseniorliving.com www.clecem.org 440.260.7626
7367 York Rd., Parma | g of s e begin hee.” g ol www.lhshealth.com
-
ADT-Monitored Home Security
Get 24-Hour Protection From a Mame You Can Trust DENTAL HEALTH SERV[CES
& i § Picod Distasi : - —— Kenneth T. Kmieck, D.D.S. & Assoc. —
MM T e FAMILY DENTISTRY - NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide [y Al PREVENTATIVE & COSMETIC DENTAL CARE

' SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIR & RELINES
7057 W. 130th Street - Rm. 402 440-888-9755

AT | piieee? | SafeStreets 1-855-225-4251

s || Providing Heating & Cooling Services
New, 1o/ to Northeast Ohio Since 1965

Service | Install | Repair | Maintain

HEATING &
GCOOLING

| my connected to our faith commun no matter where you are 440- 234 -4 lI 5 7

&

Y g

by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight Lo your emaif!

[ ]
W E et Online com www.hugeheating.com
3-E-4-3 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 14-0288




BELLA CEMENT | KRAY LANDSCAPING

Professional Work Done To Your Satisfaction

Specializing in Concrete Since 1969
Drivowae » Patios SENIOR DISCOUNTS
Walkways * Garage Floors Mowing « New Lawn « Shrubs
“Decorative Stamped Concrete” Drain Tile « Brick Patios/Walls
NO MIDDLE MEN OR SUBCONTRACTORS RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL S . . . k . l .
Free Estimates 440-268-6000
e S Suabe 440-888-8314 erving our communities wit fzve ocations
Chip Ladan DDS A Vibrﬂ.nt Craciun Berry Funeral Home Cleveland
7233 Pearl Road .. ] Craciun Funeral Home Middleburg Heights
: . senior I.Wlﬂg Ct}mmunlt'-; . . ..
Middleburg Heights, OH Corrigan Craciun Funeral Home  Cleveland + Fairview Park
Westlake
MOUNT ALVERNA
@ VILLAGE 216-281-7300
FRANCISCAN COMMUNITIES
Fremeioin Mk ]
v |12|'r'|:|'|.|.a|':'|'I;l:.,ﬂ|cl'l1fw3"5;’l.w";.:n_t_vmﬁ:II BHD L s HObe
i Slot Cars, Raceway, and More
578 VNGl o
Exam, Cleaning J (Y 13397 Smith Rd. e Middleburg Hts
& X-Rays : "}-E_. +7A0 440-941-2235
New Patient Special 045" oL
440-843-7540 ;f‘%iﬁn@‘«f@;«ffufm badlhby.com

9”‘ Dedicatec? to . “

Personal and Caring Services

nw nl In the Tribute to Life

FUNERAL CHAPEL 14200 Snow Road, Brook Park

| ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Vic Preisel
to place an ad today!
vpreisel@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6317

EIL YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION.

= Work-Life Balance = Paid Training
= Full-Time with Benefits = Some Travel
= Serve Your Community

®

. Want to work in schools?

We need School Health Assistants -Training Provided!
Summers Off! Work School Hours!
email: info@psi-solutions.org

or call (800) 841-4774 ext 246

3-E-4-3 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com 14-0288



+ Family Owned and

Because Louis D Operated Since 1948
R I P E P I every &{e Rig:;, Jr. S PRI [ LD * Pre-Need and
deserves a Celestino 440-888-0800 Irrevocable Trusts
FUNERAL HOME beautiful prarente | <o ripepi.com | Community Room
remembrance. available

* Cremation Service

MIDDLEBURG HTS GANLEY LINCOLN

Southland Vision 6930 Pearl Rd. - Middleburg Heights

imliri Sales: 888.420.2146
sp eCIal’ZIng In Pre-Owned 888.861.8829

Certified Pre-Owned  senice:  888.859.0817
Lincolns Parts: 888.820.6801

440-888-3515 888.861.8829 - www.myganleylincoln.com

Computer Repair, Sales & More! _
T Sy, Our Family

6879 B Southland Dr.
Middleburg Heights, OH 44130 P

|

=" pe cLiNiC & TOMON "= Caring for Yours
T 440-235-3588 ] k| « Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation
service@fallspcclinic.com D Funeral HOmeS E 4 = Long Term Care
25564 Bagley Rd., Olmsted Falls = Apartment Style Assisted Living —

Studio and One Bedroom Suites
= Extensive Assistance Unit

Fallspcclinic.com

TI]HIHIY’S Old Rashion Jerky & Smokie Qutlet Family Owned & Operated for Over 105 Years! = Bridge to Home and Respite Care
informati ,call
Mizg&:,:g’ﬂ:%,_, Pre-arrangements « Traditional Funerals « Cremations For mzzgoémjt;ng;(;gr “
440-260-9969 www.tomonfh.com ®
Mon-Sat: 11am-6pm e Closed Sunda Prhassawii s Coaie oo
www fommysiorky.com 4772 Pearl Road, Cleveland - 216-741-6661 Cagacy Plce parr
10% OFF Total Purchase 7327 Pearl Road, Middleburg Heights - 440-243-6111

7377 Ridge Road, Parma, OH 44129
www.lhshealth.com

with this Ad

A. RIPEPI & SONS I;I%rrlggzl’ Inc.

R- 18149 Bagley Rd. » Middleburg Hts. 3202 Fulton Rd. ¢ Cleveland
(440) 260-8800 (216) 281-8800 BU".ER

www.ARipepiandSons.com
FAMILY DENTISTRY
i ( )a | C Facilitating Smooth Transitions of Care
N‘ Roya'[ 16000 Pearl Rd., Suite 217

through
%e)[caﬁon, Qaaditq, and /on;éam'o/zaéz;cm

Across from Giant Fagle Market District

(440) 238-4456

6973 Pearl Road, Middleburg Hts, OH 44130 | Office: 440-884-9191 | Fax: 440-884-5811 LeahButlerDDS.com

KOLER * RETIREMENT PLANNING SPECIALISTS
* LUMP SUM DISTRIBUTIONS * INVESTMENTS/IRA’S
FINANCIAL | - ESTATE PLANNING * INSURANCE * COLLEGE PLANNING
GROUP
MICHAEL A. KOLER, CFP®
(440) stga il 6400 Pearl Rd., Parma Heights, OH 44130

Securities and investment advisory services offered through SagePoint Financial, Inc. (SPF), member FINRA/SIPC. SPF is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of SPF.
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