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WHAT’S INSIDE 

The members of St. Joan of Arc Parish are disciples of Jesus Christ, 

who recognize God’s love for the world & are empowered by the 

Holy Spirit to proclaim the Gospel to all people through joyful 

worship, life-long education, compassionate service, responsible 

stewardship, & active community living. 

�

~ Mission Statement � Pentecost 1998 ~�

Saint Joan of arc NEWS 
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Parish Directory / Liturgy Schedule 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Weekdays 

 

Monday thru Friday: 7:00 am �

�

�

Weekends 

 

Saturday: 4:00 pm  &  6:00 pm�

�

Sunday: 8:00 am  &  12:00 pm�

�

�

Holy Day Masses 

 

Vigil Mass: (evening prior) 7:00 pm�

 

7:00 am, 12:00 pm, 7:00 pm�

�

Reconciliation  

 

Saturday: 11:00 am in the Sister 

Carol Center adjacent to Church�

�

�

Holy Hour   

 

Thursdays in Church at 7:00 pm 

 

Rosary  

�

Monday  � Friday after the 7am mass 

outside by the Holy Trinity statue.  

ST. JOAN OF ARC DIRECTORY 

�

Parish Center School Religious Education 

Phone: 586�777�3670� Phone: 586�775�8370� Phone: 586�772�1282�

Fax: 586�774�5528� Fax: 586�447�3574� Fax: 586�775�8374�

Pastor 

Msgr. G. Michael Bugarin�

gmbugarin@sjascs.org�

�

Associate Pastor 

Fr. Andrew Dawson�

adawson@sjascs.org�

�

Non-Resident 

Associate Pastors /  

Weekend Assistants: 

Fr. Rich Bartoszek�

Fr. James Grau�

�

Permanent Deacons 

Deacon Tom Strasz�

tstrasz@sjascs.org�

�

Deacon Dom Pastore�

dpastore@sjascs.org�

�

�

�

 

Business Manager 

Dina Ciaffone�

dciaffone@sjascs.org�

�

Principal 

Kathy Kalich�

kkalich@stjoan.net�

�

Assistant Principal 

Mary Pat Brennan�

mbrennan@stjoan.net�

�

Music Director 

Catherine Thomas�

cthomas@sjascs.org�

�

Anthems Director 

Eleonore Ellero�Groth 

eleonoraellero@gmail.com�

 

 

 

 

Athletic Director 

Charles Kaiser�

ckaiser@stjoan.net�

�

Office of Faith & 

Family Formation 

Kristine Stewart Hass�

khass@sjascs.org�

�

Exceptional Children 

Mary Cal�

mcal@sjascs.org�

�

Youth Group 

Linda Lietaert�

llietaert@stjoan.net�

�

�

Live Streamed Broadcasts at St. Joan of Arc 

Though we have returned to public masses we will 

continue our Live Stream Broadcasts of all celebra-

tions. 

�� Weekdays �7 am Mass � (Monday thru Friday)�

�� Saturdays � 4 pm and 6 pm Masses�

�� Sundays  � 8 am  and 12 pm Masses�

�� Thursdays   � 7 pm Holy Hour�

�

Go to: livestream.stjoan.church to watch all live 

streaming and to view archived celebrations.�

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PARISHIONER? 

 

If you would like to become a parishioner of St. Joan of Arc, at 

this time  please register at stjoan.church and we will contact you 

by phone to get further information OR by calling us at 586�777�

3670 during office hours. �

PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

 

�

The Parish Center is open  Monday �Thursday from 8:30am�

5pm and Friday from 8:30�4pm.  �

MASKS ARE MANDATORY WITHOUT EXCEPTION�

�

For mass intentions or any service we may be reached at  586�

777�3670 during these hours. �

�

For any urgent needs when we are not open, please call our 

after�hours emergency number: 586�777�1342.�

 

Baptisms: Please go to our website (stjoan.church) and fill 

out the Baptism request form.�

�

Marriages: Arrangements should be made at the Parish Cen-

ter at least six months prior to the desired date. Pre�marriage 

series required.�

�

Registration: It is very important that every family and inde-

pendent adult be registered in the Church in order to keep our 

records and mailings current.  Please contact the Parish Office 

to register at your earliest opportunity.�
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TALLer Tales 

Who’s car is 

that?  As I sit 

here on a snowy 

Tuesday and hear 

all the work 

being done 

outside to clear 

the snow, I can’t 

help but 

remember an 

incident that happened a week ago last 

Friday or whenever we last had a few 

inches of snow.�

�

� As a backdrop to the story, you need to 

know that I was called out to Ascension 

St. John Hospital to anoint someone on 

the Thursday of that same week.  This 

wasn’t your typical anointing.  Because I 

haven’t had both of my vaccines yet, I 

still can’t be present in the hospitals. So, 

getting a call from Father Mahoney, the 

chaplain at Ascension St. John, caught me 

off guard.  He explained the request was 

unusual.  The person needing anointing 

was in the process of dying.  She also had 

Alzheimer’s.  The family discovered that 

the individual wasn’t responding in 

English but was responding in her native 

Italian.  Father Mahoney knew I could 

speak some Italian, so he wanted to see if 

I would come down to the hospital to 

anoint her in Italian.  It wasn’t an 

emergency but needed to be done 

sometime that day.  Eventually, I printed 

the ritual in Italian and headed out to the 

hospital.  When I got up to the room, the 

person was somewhat alert.  I tried to 

dialogue with her in Italian, but she 

wasn’t responding that much at all.  After 

struggling through the ritual for a few 

minutes in Italian, I switched back to 

English; otherwise, I would have been 

there a long time!  I remembered looking 

around the room and realized no one but 

God would have known I switched back 

to English. I then returned to the Parish 

for Holy Hour that evening.�

�

� That Friday morning, I remember 

walking over to Church for the 7 AM 

mass and happened to see a black car 

parked near the entrance to the Church.  

At first, I thought the car belonged to 

Dina, our Business Manager.  I thought 

she arrived at Church pretty early that 

morning.  The car had been parked there 

for some time because the snow crew had 

to work around it when they plowed the 

snow that morning.  It always grinds me 

(and I’m sure our snow crew) whenever 

cars are left in the lot when it snows.  I 

didn’t think anything of it and walked into 

Church for Mass.  After Mass, I realized 

the car didn’t belong to Dina because I 

saw her get into her car on the other side 

of this black vehicle.�

�

� As this was a Friday, I was going to 

fulfill my Friday plans to be with my 

Mom (and thus take a day off).  Now 

granted, I love being with my Mom on 

these Fridays, but I also have a strong 

motivator not to weasel my way out of 

these days occasionally when I have too 

much going on.  That strong motivator is 

knowing that Father Rich would 

positively, absolutely, and undoubtedly 

RAT ME OUT at a Saturday 4 PM Mass, 

and thus to the world since it’s our 

greatest attended live�stream liturgy too.�

�

� To get ready for my Friday, I walked 

back to the office to clean things up 

before I got close to my scheduled 10 AM 

departure.  But the talk of the office was 

the black car that sat there overnight and 

hindered the snow crew.  When it was 

time to leave the office, I walked to the 

house, changed out of my blacks, and 

gathered what I needed for the day with 

my Mom.  I then pushed my garage door 

opener.  As the garage door was opening, 

my heart sank for a minute because my 

car was missing!  Right away, I thought 

someone stole my car.  But then I had a 

conversation with myself after face 

palming myself. “You BIG dummy,” I 

said to myself.  “That black car everyone 

is talking about near the Church is 

YOURS!”  That’s where I parked it after 

returning from the hospital the night 

before.�

�

� Led into the Desert:  Every year, as I 

reflect on this weekend’s Gospel, I’m 

always struck by one line: “Jesus was led 

by the Spirit into the desert ….”  Matthew 

and Luke’s version says “led;” Mark’s 

version says, “The Spirit drove Jesus into 

the desert …”  Just as the Spirit LED 

Jesus into the desert, we too find 

ourselves being led into our own deserts 

probably more often than we wish.  It is 

here we are called to face our temptations 

and strive to turn our lives and hearts 

more completely to God.  And, just as 

much as Jesus emerged from the 40 days 

in the desert and went and proclaimed the 

Gospel in Galilee, we too are called to 

emerge from the desert as Easter people 

ready and willing to proclaim the Gospel 

to all we meet on our journey.�

�

� While many of us have never been in a 

desert and don’t comprehend the harsh 

environment it entails, we know that if 

you remain still, your chances of survival 

are minimal.  In order to survive, you 

must traverse the desert.�

�

� During this Lenten season, we enter our 

own desert(s).  Sometimes the deserts we 

face are frightening and overwhelming, 

like dealing with a terminal illness or 

helping a spouse or parent with 

Alzheimer’s.  Some deserts might be the 

fear of losing a job or health care.  Some 

deserts might be the reality that a college 

education for our child may no longer be 

a reality because of finances.  Some 

deserts might be the same as those in 

years past; it might be the desert of 

addiction or sinful behavior.  It could be 

the desert of isolation caused by the 

pandemic.  Whatever the desert, we are 

called to traverse it with God’s help and 

emerge from it as risen people!�

�

� Too often in the deserts of our lives, we 

lose sight of the “promised land” or the 

oasis we seek.  Sometimes, we even 

forget that God NEVER leaves us 

orphaned or abandoned.  We need to 

realize that God is present in our desert 

experiences and that it is only with his 

help that we get the courage and strength 

to keep moving toward better land.�

�

� Yes, we may have been led into a desert 

we didn’t expect.  We may wonder why 

we were led down this road.  Lent is 

about facing the deserts of our lives.  It is 

not about asking the question WHY but 

rather HOW this desert experience might 

be calling us to conversion and 

repentance.  Lent is about doing 

something to traverse the desert in order 

to emerge as changed people.�

�

� The question remains then what helps 

us traverse the desert.  First, we must 

realize that the Spirit is present, and much 

like with Jesus, angels are present to 

minister to us.  Second, we need to orient 

our hearts and minds toward God.  You 

need a strong compass/GPS, and you need 

to keep focused.  You need to know 

where you are going.  Without a compass 

or focus, you can wander for a long time.  

If you want to go someplace, if you truly 

want to emerge from your desert, you 

need the proper tools.  For Christians, the 

ultimate tool is a relationship with God.  

Without that relationship, without that 

prayer, without that compass, we may 

never find our oasis.  Prayer then 

becomes our GPS to help us get out of the 

deserts of our lives.�

�

� Happy Lent.  Know of my prayers.�

�

� In Christ,�

�

� gmb�

� gmb@sjascs.org�

TALLer Tales 
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Ways to Give 
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Christian Service Info 

8th Grade Can and Bottle Drive  

 

The Class of 2022 is now responsible for the can and 

bottle drive.�

�

This is an important fundraiser that helps defray the 

cost of their events and Washington trip in 2022.�

�

Bring your returnables in bags to the Parish Center  � 

West SIDE DOOR � (near Father Andrew’s House) 

please.  There is a large plastic bin with a lid that they 

can be placed in..  �

�

Or you can arrange a pick�up by calling or texting Matt 

at 313�683�1972.�

�

Thank you for your support.�

�

The Class of 2022 ~�

St. Vincent De Paul Conference 

 

 

 

 

Everyone is aware that the year 2020 presented many 

unexpected and difficult situations for people, busi-

nesses, schools and church related issues. It doesn’t 

appear that very little has not been affected by the pan-

demic.  We continue to live with the effects of the 

COVID 19 virus.  Many lives have been lost to it; 

many families have had to adjust their way of living.  

School students have had their classroom experience 

changed in many ways.  Much unfamiliarity in every-

day life, and life in general, has changed.  Mandates 

have been enforced, rescinded and mandated again.. 

The word “adjustment” has become the norm today.  �

�

While the world continues to adjust (if that is even re-

motely possible at the present time), the St. Vincent 

DePaul Conference of St. Joan of Arc Parish, continues 

its work and is  available to help with food and paper 

goods if needed by persons who reside within the 

boundaries of our parish.  Those in need can call 586�

774�3598 on Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays.  Phone 

calls will be retrieved and calls returned.  �

�

When calling, please state�

Family Name�

Address�

Phone #�

Number of family members in household�

When calling, please speak clearly and slowly so that 

we are able to record correct information and return 

your call.�

�

We wish to thank everyone who donated to our St. 

Vincent DePaul conference during the past year.  Your 

generosity continues to support our ministry for which 

we are very grateful. Thank you to the SJA students, 

parents, and staff for the Dec. 15, 2020 Paper Products 

Drive.  Your twice a year drives keep us re�stocked.  In 

addition we thank the Dan McMann family & friends 

who for the last 10 years have supplied us with car-

loads of canned and packaged dry foods.  Together 

with donations from the school children and the 

McManns, we are fortunate to help many people in 

need from within our parish.  �

�

With sincere gratitude, we know that our loving God 

will bless each and every one for your goodness and 

sacrifice.  �
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Calendar of Events / Words on the Word 

Weekly Calendar of Events 

 

Monday, � February 22nd�

�

7:00 am� Public Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

�

Tuesday, �February 23rd�

�

7:00 am� Public Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

8:30 am� School Mass (5th �8th Gds) Live Streamed�

�

�

Wednesday, February 24th�

�

7:00 am� Public Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

8:30 am� School Mass (1st �4th Gds) Live Streamed�

�

�

Thursday, February 25th�

�

7:00 am� Public Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

�

Friday, � February 26th�

�

7:00 am� Public Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

7:00 pm� Stations of the Cross  � Live Streamed�

�

�

Saturday, �February 27th�

�

�

11:00 am� Reconciliation�

�

1:30 pm� Baptism of Michael Lechkon�

�

4:00 pm� Public Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

6:00 pm� Public Mass � Live Streamed�

�

�

Sunday, � February 28th�

�

�

8:00 am� Public Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

�

12:00 pm� Public  Mass  �Live Streamed�

Words on the Word 

�

February 21, 2021 � Among Wild Beasts�

�

Lent begins this year with the very brief description 

from St. Mark’s gospel about Jesus’ time of fasting in the 

desert:�

“The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert,” today’s 

gospel passage begins, “and (Jesus) remained in the de-

sert for forty days, tempted by Satan. He was among wild 

beasts, and the angels ministered to him.”�

Rather than provide detail about the temptations of 

Jesus, as we often hear of this 40�day period, St. Mark 

instead observes that Jesus was “among wild beasts.”�

Sometimes, alas, it can feel like Jesus’ church today is 

among those same beasts , or others, depending on how 

one reads the passage and the circumstances.�

An Associated Press article a few weeks ago described 

how dioceses across the country benefitted from a por-

tion of a $1.5 billion emergency relief program that had 

been established to help small businesses caught in the 

economic crosshairs of the pandemic. This was done, the 

reporting continued, even as the dioceses collectively had 

more than $10 billion in cash that could have helped 

them weather the storm.�

An analysis of whether the accounting is correct, and 

whether the insinuation of wrongdoing is fair or even 

close to accurate if beyond the purview of this space. 

Such matters, as we all know, always are subject to deep-

er explanations than quick media accounts usually pro-

vide.�

More instructive for the moment is the predictable 

commentary that followed, which quickly became a col-

lection of “church vs. state separation” comments, at 

best, and clear anti�Catholic propaganda and vitriol, at 

worst. The lesson, as usual, is that regardless of the sur-

face details, there are deeper, more pressing concerns 

with which the church and its members should concern 

themselves as we commence with Lent.�

“Repent,” Jesus says at the conclusion of today’s pas-

sage, “and believe in the gospel.” �

�

�

�

© 2021, Words on the Word�
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Mass Intentions /Weekly Readings 

I Am The Resurrection & The Life 

“Heavenly Father, welcome home those who you have called from this 

world and grant peace and consolation to their families.”�

�

Jim Frank �

Elza Groth�

Joyce Hobbs�

�

�

“I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year: Give me a light 

that I may tread safely into the unknown. and he replied: Go out into 

the darkness  and put your hand into the hand of God. That shall be to 

you better than light, and safer than a known way.”�

�

� � � ~Minnie Louise Haskins�

Monday, February 22�

�

1 peter 5:1�4�

Matthew 16:13�19�

�

Tuesday, February 23�

�

Isaiah 55:10�11�

Matthew  6:7�15�

�

Wednesday, February 24�

�

Jonah 3:1�10�

Luke 11:29�32�

�

Thursday, February 25�

�

Esther C:12, 14�16, 23�25�

Matthew 7:7�12�

�

�

Friday, February 26�

�

Ezekiel 18:21�28�

Matthew 5:20�26�

�

Saturday, February 27�

�

Deuteronomy 26:16�19�

Matthew 5:43�48�

�

Sunday, February 28�

�

Genesis 22:1�2, 9a, 10�13, 15�18�

Romans 8:31b�34�

Mark 9:2�10�

�

Weekly Readings 

Mass Intentions  

�

�

Monday� February 22, 2021 The Chair of  Saint 

Peter the Apostle (White) �

�

7:00 a.m.� Marian Gorde�

�

�

Tuesday � February 23, 2021 Lenten Weekday 

(Purple)�

�

7:00 a.m.� A special intention for the Benedis Family�

�

�

Wednesday February 24, 2021  Lenten Weekday 

(Purple)�

 �

7:00 a.m.� Nancy LaClair�

�

�

Thursday February 25, 2021 Lenten Weekday 

(Purple)�

�

7:00 a.m. � George J. Bugarin�

�

�

Friday� February 26, 2021 Lenten Weekday 

(Purple)�

�

7:00 a.m.�� Sr. Carol Juhasz, IHM and Carlos Mallare� � �

�

Saturday� February 27, 2021 Lenten Weekday 

(Purple)�

�

4:00 p.m.� Michael Forrester, Bonnie Batche, George 

Rupinski, William Dinan, George Bugarin, 

Brent Berger, Robert J. Pierce, and special 

intentions for the Thomas  Family, teh J. 

Champine Family and for Cathy Spindler �

�

�

6:00 p.m.� George J. Bugarin�

�

Sunday � February 28, 2021�

 �

8:00 a.m.� For the Intentions of St. Joan of Arc 

Parishioners�

�

12:00 p.m.� Hugo Calisi, Dee Allor, Virginia Ketelhut, 

Celso Collini, Mary Asher, Herman Wang, 

Averil Cottone, and for the deceased members 

of the Gaetano and Lucia Families �

Can Tab Recycling  

We are back to recycling can tabs. All proceeds will 

benefit the Ronald McDonald House Charities. �

�

How you can help: Spread the word! Let your family, 

friends, co�workers, and classmates know that their 

small pop tabs, food can tabs all can make a big differ-

ence for Ronald McDonald House Charities. �

�

Donations can be dropped off in the buckets at church, 

brought to the Parish Center, or �

pick�up may be arranged by calling:   �

�

Frank Poeschel at #586�776�8746.  �
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Tire Tracks in the d’Arc 

Herbie Goes 

Bananas: 

About 6 weeks 

ago I picked�up 

my new Jeep. 

Like most men, 

I’m not a big 

fan of reading 

the instructions, 

so I was a little 

deflated to find out the new Jeep 

Wrangler user�manual is 500 pages long! 

My engineering mind wants to simplify 

all things, so I had no intention of sitting 

down and reading through a manual. 

Since taking delivery, I have been having 

all kinds of arguments with Bobbi�Jo Jr. 

(that’s the name of my Jeep. She’s a 

country girl). I keep asking her to do the 

things she’s supposed to be willing and 

able to do; like “Siri, set the temperature 

to 67 degrees.”  Use the controls on the 

dash,” Siri snapped back at me. “Alexa.” 

Silence. “Alexa.” Nothing. “ALEXA!!!” 

“Monroe is 1 hour and 2 minutes from 

home.” That’s not what I was asking 

Bobbi�Jo! “It’s Thursday. Would you like 

to go to Monroe?” “No, I wasn’t planning 

on it.” She thinks she knows me.�

�

Last Thursday, I decided after 5 weeks of 

owning the Jeep, it was time to program 

the garage door to open from the button 

on the sun�visor. A 5 minute job I 

thought, in complete denial that this was 

now technically my second attempt to do 

this. This time though, I meant it!  I was 

serious. I told myself that “I just wasn’t 

trying last time,” This time, I discovered 

that the garage door opener has an app for 

my phone. After just 25 minutes of 

struggling with a weak wifi signal and a 

lost password that I found in the house, 

and not being able to figure out where the 

“Learn” button on the opener was, I did 

it! The app operated the door, from my 

phone. But now I had inadvertently de�

programmed the remote door opener.  

Amazingly, I managed to get the door to 

re�learn to connect to the clicker the first 

time I tried it. Now, if I ignored the app, 

after just a half�hour of work, I was at 

least back where I started. Progress???�

�

Now back to the Jeep sun�visor button. 

While I’d been unsuccessful last time, at 

least then the light had been blinking as 

though it knew I was there doing 

something to it. But this time…. Nothing! 

AND, I was following the rules. Step one, 

step two…. by the book. �

�

Two hours…..two…. long…. Hours. 

FINALLY, the door was closing.  I hadn’t 

even finished my 45th attempt yet…. I 

hadn’t completed the last step, but 

suddenly it was working now. I have no 

idea how. But I wasn’t going to question 

it, and I wasn’t going to make 30 climbs 

up the ladder today after all. Happy with 

my two hours or so of work, I parked the 

vehicle back in the garage and I checked 

the clicker again. Yes... I had de�

programmed it AGAIN! �

�

Unfortunately �now the only choices I 

had to close the door was to use my phone 

and  park outside in the driveway, or go 

get a pillow, park in the garage and spend 

the night in the Jeep, because the door 

would only close form the visor in the car 

while parked in the garage.  I didn’t like 

those options, so back up the ladder I 

went and in quick order I had the clicker 

working again and Bobbi�Jo’s built�in 

visor button worked too! “Yesssss!” I 

thought, “Success! Both working now.”�

So I walked out of the garage and, 

without a second thought, hit the button 

on the keypad outside the garage to close 

the door….. Nothing! I had accidentally 

de�programmed the keypad now. �

�

At this point I was ready to use the other 

button I have in the Jeep that hasn’t 

worked so far….�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

But I regained my composure and 

followed the instructions to reset the 

keypad and it worked. I tested the Jeep 

system, the clicker and the keypad. All 3 

working after just 3 hours! I had slayed 

the giant square�jawed dragon! I walked 

back into the house and hit the second 

clicker, that is on the wall by the house 

door. Nothing! Apparently, when I 

accidentally de�programmed the clicker, I 

had de�programmed both clickers and 

only reset one of them. So I pulled it off 

the wall (it was on Velcro) pushed the 

other clicker on the wall in its place, and 

threw the dead one in a drawer. I hope 

soon to forget where I put it. �

So it was with great bravery that the 

following day I set about attaching an air 

deflector to the leading edge of the hood. 

Jeeps are notorious for stone chips on the 

windshield because the glass is almost 

vertical. The deflector changes the air�

flow and sends small rocks over the roof 

instead of firing them at the glass. I 

attached one end to the inside of the hood 

but the little metal clip and plastic plug on 

other end just didn’t want to fit into the 

hole on the inside of the hood. It was 

getting late and the light was fading and it 

just was not working. �

Then, almost before I knew it, both the 

clip and the plug slipped through the hole 

and fell inside the hood. Now not only 

have I lost the hardware to attach the 

deflector, but these two pieces are 

impossibly stuck inside the two sheet 

metal layers of the hood. �

�

So while Msgr. Mike is perfecting the 

technology to fly the parish remotely 

from a flight deck somewhere in the sky, 

my 3�months at St. Joan of Arc have seen 

me reaching the dizzy heights of being 

able to close a garage door in 12 different 

ways  and turning my car into a giant 

baby rattle that argues with me constantly.�

What’s the moral of this story? I have no 

idea. Know your limits? Know when to 

walk away? Feel free to weigh in! �

�

But, I was struck by a line from the first 

chapter of the Book of Job at daily mass 

this week. I’ve decided that Job is my 

model for handling the challenges of 

2020. Satan tells God that Job is only 

faithful to the Lord because of his 

prosperity and if God were to remove 

anything from him, Job would blaspheme 

God. God knows Job better than that. He 

permits Satan to strip Job of his property 

and even family members by a catalog of 

calamities. Job doesn’t understand why 

all these things are happening, but still he 

concludes: “The Lord gave and the Lord 

has taken away; blessed be the name of 

the Lord!” Ultimately, 42 chapters later, 

God rewards Job for his faithfulness with 

double what he had before.�

�

Through the calamities of our lives, even 

those more serious than a cantankerous 

Jeep and a stubborn garage door, maybe 

we can still find the faith to say, “Blessed 

be the name of the Lord.”�

�

You are in my prayers this week.�

Fr. Andrew � � � adawson@sjascs.org�

Tire Tracks in d’Arc TALLer Tales 

�

Tire Tracks in the d’Arc 

.Drawing An 

Analogy, Drawing 

Strength From 

Confession: When 

I was very young, I 

used to like to 

draw. I kept it up 

into my early 

teens. By then, I 

was pretty much exclusively drawing race 

cars. I don’t know why, but after the age 

of 14, I didn’t draw at all. I don’t 

remember which seminary class I was in 

(maybe I didn’t even know at the time!) 

but I must not have been particularly 

engaged because I started doodling in my 

notepad, a race car again. One of my 

classmates, who is an amazing artist, saw 

it back in my room and said, “You should 

draw Mary.” I said, “I can’t draw Mary; I 

only draw race cars.” He went off to his 

room and came back with a sketch pad 

and pencils, put them down on my dresser 

and said “Draw Mary,” and walked out. �

�

The next day he came in my room and 

said, “Show me Mary.” I told him I hadn't 

even thought about it since the day 

before. He threw his arms up, rolled his 

eyes and walked out. The next day, the 

same scene played out again. So he 

stopped asking. 6 months passed by and 

now I’d thought about it. We were in 

Irene, South Dakota, a town of 300 

people, on a 30�day silent retreat. No 

wonder I had time to think about it. It was 

July and I was sitting outside the retreat 

house, making my first attempt to draw 

the Blessed Mother. My classmate walked 

up, looked over my shoulder and grinned 

and nodded with a satisfied, “my work 

here is done” kind of look on his face�of 

course we weren’t allowed to speak! He 

said later, “I could see the lines on those 

race cars and I knew you could draw 

Mary.” Since then, I have drawn more, 

not a lot, but it’s an enjoyable hobby. I 

have tried to experiment with a few 

different styles in the past year or so. 

Recently, I’ve been working on a sketch 

of a bridge and surrounding buildings 

from a part of Rome. I’ve discovered that 

old Italian buildings are, well...old….and 

very forgiving to draw. I’m taking it from 

a picture I found online. There are no 

straight lines where you might usually 

expect straight lines on a building, so any 

error is easy to cover. �

�

One of the reasons I don’t draw more 

often, I think, is that starting a new sketch 

is always less fun than continuing one 

I’ve been working on for a while. Once I 

finish one, that tends to be it for a while, 

until I really find the motivation again. I 

enjoy the shading work, but less so the 

outlining. Later on you can see progress 

in the work, but at the beginning it’s 

tough to get going. �

�

I can’t help but find analogies 

everywhere�it’s just the way my brain 

operates. And I was thinking of the 

similarity between this and the Sacrament 

of Confession (bear with me here!) If it’s 

been a while since you went, it may be 

difficult to get back into starting a new 

practice, a habit (a good habit). And then 

it often becomes a question of where to 

start. Don’t overthink it. �

�

� “Father, it’s been a year/ 5 years/ 20 

years since my last confession.” �

�

� “Welcome back.”�

�

A return to confession is always a 

beautiful thing. Now you’ve started again. 

And now we have an outline. And the 

process is the same, whether it’s been a 

week or 20 years since you confessed last. 

Now start on the details… BUT…. when 

I say details, trust the priest to ask for 

more  � if he needs you to shade it in a 

little so he understands what you are 

confessing. All you need to do is give the 

sins you are aware of having committed. 

Worried about how to confess the biggest 

ones? Don’t be! No priest has to wait very 

long before he’s just about heard it all. 

And be assured your sins are not that 

unusual or interesting that we want to 

dwell on them. I tell people when they 

say, “I don’t know where to start,” “Start 

with the biggest.” Don’t sit getting more 

anxious about how to say it, just say it: 

“Father I ………….” �

�

�

Rarely does any individual sin you are 

confessing need more than a few words, 

one sentence. The story of what led you 

into that sin might be true, and it’s good 

to examine your conscience to help you 

avoid any near occasion of sin again, but 

it’s not usually significant to the end 

result…. you sinned. Just confess the sin 

and not the story. The priest can absolve 

the sin, but not the circumstances that led 

to it. It’s the sin you came to ask for 

God’s mercy for. What leads us to sin is 

that ultimately we are all fallen people. 

We are all sinners. God knows this and 

that’s why He gave us the sacrament as 

the means of our redemption. We don’t 

need to try to water�down or justify our 

sins, just to be honest and sincere with 

God, “Lord, I’m a sinner; I need you and 

your mercy.”�

�

�

Remember, too, that in confession, you 

are confessing sins, not virtues. God 

knows all of them, but he doesn't ask you 

to come and confess that you pray the 

Rosary every day or that you love Mary 

and would never hurt anyone. Those are 

good things, but the priest can’t absolve 

them! Nor can the priest absolve someone 

else’s sin! I have told penitents that if 

they confess another person’s sin, I’ll give 

them their penance as well as their own!�

�

I often wonder where a confession is 

about to go when a penitent begins with 

“Bless me Father, my wife….” or “Bless 

me Father, my husband….” Confession is 

about you and God…. Someone else may 

have been in the wrong, but presumably 

you’re mentioning it because it drew you 

into doing or saying something wrong 

too, so that’s really the part you need be 

concerned with in the sacrament. The rest 

is between that person and God. There is 

no pyx for taking God’s forgiveness home  

from confession for someone else.�

�

Please try to remember that there are 

usually other people in line, and you don’t 

want to cause them the sin of anger while 

they wait for you to tell the priest what he 

doesn't need to hear! It is charitable to be 

especially attentive to this in Lent, when 

lines are longer. Don’t skip sins, just go 

right to the point.�

�

God is so forgiving. Even when our 

attempts at confession are imperfect, 

God’s heart is consoled that you came to 

confess… to ask for His mercy. We are 

like the crooked lines of the Italian 

buildings in the sketch, but God erases 

any mistakes me make if we are willing to 

present them to Him in all humility. �

�

Don’t worry about the process � if you’re 

unsure how to go to confession, just tell 

the priest that and he will guide you 

through it. There are many helpful guides 

and examinations of conscience available 

online and in Catholic bookstores. �

�

Lent is a beautiful time to turn back to 

God and to simply ask for the mercy He 

makes available to us in the Sacrament of 

Confession. God is waiting, hands open, 

waiting for us to off�load our burden of 

sin. Why not take Him up on the offer?�

�

�

You are in my prayers this week.�

Fr. Andrew� � � � adawson@sjascs.org�

�

�

�
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An Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

 

Presented via ZOOM 

Tuesdays 7-8pm 

Begins October 6th.      

 

Call Parish Center to 

register: 

(586) 777-3670 

 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

It has long been a Catholic understanding that when circumstances prevent 

one from receiving Holy Communion, it is possible to make an Act of 

Spiritual Communion which is a source of grace.  

 

Spiritual Communion means uniting one’s self in prayer with Christ’s sacrifice 

and worshipping him in his Body and Blood. The most common reason for 

making an Act of Spiritual Communion is when a person cannot attend Mass.  

 

Acts of Spiritual Communion increase our desire to receive sacramental 

Communion and help us avoid the sins that would make us unable to receive 

Holy Communion worthily. 

 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 

Come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already there 

And unite myself wholly to you. 

Never permit me to be separated from you. 

 

Amen. 


