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WHAT’S INSIDE 

The members of St. Joan of Arc Parish are disciples of Jesus Christ, 

who recognize God’s love for the world & are empowered by the 

Holy Spirit to proclaim the Gospel to all people through joyful 

worship, life-long education, compassionate service, responsible 

stewardship, & active community living. 

�

~ Mission Statement � Pentecost 1998 ~�

Saint Joan of arc NEWS 
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Parish Directory / Liturgy Schedule 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 

Weekdays 

Monday thru Friday: 7:00 am �

�

Weekends 

�

Saturday: 4:00 pm  &  6:00 pm�

�

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,�

12:00 pm�

�

�

Holy Day Masses 

Vigil Mass: (evening prior) 7:00 pm�

7:00 am, 12:00 pm, 7:00 pm�

�

Reconciliation  

Saturdays 11:00am�12:00pm �

In the �

Sister Carol Center �

�

Holy Hour   

Thursdays in Church at 7:00 pm 

 

Rosary  

Monday  � Friday after the 7a mass 

outside in the school courtyard 

(weather permitting). 

ST. JOAN OF ARC DIRECTORY 

�

Parish Center School Faith Formation 

Phone: 586�777�3670� Phone: 586�775�8370� Phone: 586�772�1282�

Fax: 586�774�5528� Fax: 586�447�3574� Fax: 586�775�8374�

Pastor 

Msgr. G. Michael Bugarin�

gmbugarin@sjascs.org�

�

Associate Pastor 

Fr. Andrew Dawson�

adawson@sjascs.org�

�

Non-Resident 

Associate Pastor:�

Fr. Rich Bartoszek�

�

Permanent Deacons 

Deacon Tom Strasz�

tstrasz@sjascs.org�

�

Deacon Dom Pastore�

dpastore@sjascs.org�

�

�

�

�

�

 

Business Manager 

Dina Ciaffone�

dciaffone@sjascs.org�

�

Principal 

Amy Pattie�

apattie@stjoan.net�

�

Assistant Principal 

Charles Kaiser�

ckaiser@stjoan.net�

�

�

Music Director 

Catherine Thomas�

cthomas@sjascs.org�

�

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletic Director 

Charles Kaiser�

ckaiser@stjoan.net�

�

Office of Faith & 

Family Formation 

Kristine Stewart Hass�

khass@sjascs.org�

�

Exceptional Children 

TBD�

�

Youth Group 

Linda Lietaert�

llietaert@stjoan.net�

�

�

Live Streamed Broadcasts at St. Joan of Arc 

�

Live Stream Broadcasts have become a standard part 

of our celebrations at St Joan of Arc.  This has in-

creased our mass participation at daily and weekend 

masses. It has also allowed many of our parishioners to 

stay in touch with their faith community remotely.�

 

Weekdays �7am Mass (Monday thru Friday)�

Saturdays � 4pm & 6pm Masses�

Sundays � 8am, 10am, 12pm Masses�

Thursdays � 7pm Holy Hour�

�

Go to: livestream.stjoan.church to watch all live 

streaming and to view archived celebrations.�

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PARISHIONER? 

 

If you would like to become a parishioner of St. Joan of Arc, 

please register at stjoan.church and we will contact you by phone �

�

OR �

�

By calling us at 586�777�3670 during office hours. �

PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

�

The Parish Center is open  �

Monday � Thursday from 8:30am�5pm �

Friday from 8:30�4pm�

�

Mass intentions and most services can be done in person or by 

calling us at 586�777�3670 during these hours. �

�

Our after-hours emergency number:  586�777�1342.�

 

Baptisms: Please go to our website (stjoan.church) and fill out 

the Baptism request form.  You will be contacted to make further 

arrangements based on submission of that  form.�

�

Marriages: Arrangements should be made at the Parish Center 

at least six months prior to the desired date. Pre�marriage series 

required.�

�

Registration: It is very important that every family and inde-

pendent adult be registered in the Church in order to keep our 

records and mailings current.  Please contact the Parish Office to 

register at your earliest opportunity: 586�777�3670. �

�

RCIA: Please call the Parish Center: 586�777�3670�
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TALLer Tales 

What FedEx or 

UPS Knows 

Stays with 

FedEx or UPS!  

The old saying 

“What happens in 

Vegas stays in 

Vegas” can 

undoubtedly be 

changed and 

applied to many other aspects or 

circumstances of life.  Considering the 

following story, the saying can be adapted 

to say, “What the FedEx person knows 

stays with the FedEx person!”�

�

� As a young kid growing up, I remember 

there would be many shopping excursions 

with Mom where we would find all kinds 

of ways to sneak packages into the house 

without Dad ever knowing about them.  

Sometimes we would play the “Distract 

Dad Game.” Other times we would hide 

the packages in the garage until Dad was 

gone.  The “game” has certainly changed 

over the years.  Now that so much comes 

by US Mail, UPS, or FedEx, people have 

to find “new ways” to sneak packages into 

the house.  I’ve learned around the office 

and school that some of the married 

persons in our midst enjoy having their 

packages delivered to the PC!  Sure, it’s 

convenient and safe, but I often wonder if 

it’s more for the sake of sneaking packages 

home!  Just sayin’�

�

� As my sister Jackie knows, package 

deliveries get complicated nowadays when 

the non�shopping spouse arrives home 

much earlier than the shopping spouse 

most nights.  It’s also complicated because 

package deliveries can now happen until 

maybe 9 PM.  Jackie always dreads 

hearing the infamous sounds of those 

delivery trucks slowing down in front of 

their house when the two of them are 

watching TV in the evenings.  Jackie will 

cringe as she hears the sound of brakes in 

front of her house.  Lonnie will then look 

at her with that look and say, “WHAT did 

you buy now!”  Being the quintessential 

Lucille Ball type of person, Jackie will just 

smile and say something to win him over.  

But imagine the conversation the day 

Jackie got deliveries from UPS, FedEx, 

and US Mail all in a matter of an hour of 

each other … and Lonnie was home for it 

all!�

�

� Now Jackie has her own side business as 

a consultant for Paparazzi Jewelry.  As a 

result, she has packages coming and going 

all the time!  One day, not too long ago, 

Lonnie was working outside on his truck.  

The familiar sound of a delivery truck 

could be heard coming down the street.  

Sure enough, the brakes got applied, and 

the truck came to a halt in front of their 

house.  The delivery guy gathered a bunch 

of packages and started to walk up Jackie 

and Lonnie’s driveway.  Lonnie met him 

halfway.  As the handoff was happening 

and Lonnie was putting his signature on 

the electronic gizmo, the delivery guy said 

with some exhaustion, “Do you realize 

how many times I stop at this house?”  

“Believe me, I know,” Lonnie said with a 

grin.  “THAT’s my wife,” he announced 

with a laugh.  The delivery guy continued, 

“But, don’t you see her doing all that 

shopping on Amazon?”  “Oh, she does all 

that stuff after I go to bed at night!”  I can 

just see Jackie patiently waiting for Lonnie 

to go to bed at night.  The moment Lonnie 

is off to bed, I’m sure Jackie’s iPad 

magically appears in her hands, much like 

a hummingbird magically appears at its 

target.  But I wonder if Jackie needs to 

change her methodology a bit.  Maybe she 

needs to start having those packages arrive 

at the Parish Center instead.  But then 

again, based on what I know and have 

seen, she’d need a bigger car some days to 

take her stuff home!  Poor Jackie!�

�

� Christmas Mass Schedule:  Given that 

Christmas is on a Saturday this year, our 

mass schedule for Christmas and that 

weekend will take a bit of a change from 

our usual practices.�

�

The schedule for Christmas 

Eve will be 4 PM, 6 PM, and 

10 PM.  The schedule for 

Christmas Day will be 8 AM, 

10 AM, and 12 Noon.�

�

� All of our masses will be live�streamed.  

And, as we have done in the past, we will 

have two 4 PM Masses.  Father Andrew 

will be the celebrant of the 4 PM Mass in 

Church, and I will be the celebrant of the 4 

PM Mass in the Emmaus Hall.  It’s hard to 

know what attendance will look like this 

year.  With the rise in COVID cases, it 

may not be as “back to normal” as we had 

hoped.  And, as you will note, there will be 

no Midnight Mass.  Instead, the Midnight 

Mass has been “moved” to 10 PM.  This 

proved to be pretty popular last year … 

and indeed a welcomed reality for the staff 

who have to turn around and be back in 

Church first thing on Christmas morning.  

And, please note, there will be NO 

Saturday evening masses on Christmas 

Day for the Feast of the Holy Family.  We 

will only have our regular masses on 

Sunday at 8 AM, 10 AM, and Noon.�

�

� Christmas Thoughts:  As we enter into 

these waning days and hours of Advent 

and the pace of life gets rather hectic with 

the final preparations for Christmas, please 

remember to keep your priorities in mind.  

It’s all too easy to lose sight of what’s 

essential as we try to accomplish 

sometimes an unquestionable amount of 

activity this time of year.  It will be another 

odd holiday as we forge through another 

COVID surge in Michigan.  Let’s again 

use technology … and let’s be safe.  Let’s 

do what we can to stay in touch with 

family and friends and still carry out many 

of our traditions.  Many people will 

continue to be cautious, and gatherings 

might be smaller than usual once again.  

We may be apart, but we can still create an 

environment where we are together in 

some way or another.  In the end, it’s all 

about the great gift that God the Father has 

given us in the person of Jesus Christ.  

May we keep our eyes fixed on Him as we 

celebrate His birth; may we also keep our 

hearts and souls fixed on the reality that 

Christ is still walking with us.  Yes, it will 

be a different experience .. AGAIN.  But it 

will still be Christmas, and we will once 

again celebrate the great gift that God has 

given us in the beautiful birth of his Son 

Jesus Christ.  Blessed be God.�

�

� Christmas Greetings:  Since next 

weekend’s bulletin will be our special 

Christmas edition, I want to take the 

opportunity now to extend my Christmas 

greetings and prayers to you, our faithful 

and regular parishioners.  I am truly 

grateful for the many ways you share your 

time, talent, and treasure around the parish.  

Through your extraordinary generosity, we 

are changing many lives and doing so 

much to deepen people’s relationship with 

the Lord! It’s incredible to realize all the 

great work and ministry that is being done 

at our parish.  Thank you for all that you 

do that makes us such an amazing parish!�

�

� May the Christ child, the Prince of 

Peace, enlighten your hearts and homes 

with the warmth of his light and love!  

Know you will be remembered in my 

prayers and masses this Christmas�

�

� Enjoy the week.  Know of my prayers.  

Merry Christmas!�

�

� In Christ,�

�

� gmb�

� gmb@sjascs.org�

TALLer Tales 
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Taller Tales 

FORMED Pick of the Week 
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Can Tab Recycling  

 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

We are back to recycling can tabs. All proceeds will 

benefit the Ronald McDonald House Charities. �

�

�

How you can help: Spread the word! Let your family, 

friends, co�workers, and classmates know that their 

small pop tabs, food can tabs all can make a big differ-

ence for Ronald McDonald House Charities. �

�

�

Donations can be dropped off in the buckets at church, 

brought to the Parish Center during business hours.�

Misc. Announcements 

 

8th Grade Can and Bottle Drive  

 

The Class of 2022 is now responsible for the can and 

bottle drive.�

�

This is an important fundraiser that helps defray 

the cost of their graduation events.�

�

Bring your returnables in bags to the Parish Center  

� West SIDE DOOR � (near Father Andrew’s 

House) please.  There is a large plastic bin with a lid 

that they can be placed in..  �

�

�

Or you can arrange a pick�up by calling or texting 

Matt at 313�683�1972.�

�

The Class of 2022�

Light of the Spirit Prayer Group 

 

 

�

�

�

�

2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month �

at �

�

St Basil the Great�

Community Room�

22851 Lexington Avenue�

Eastpointe, MI 48021�

�

We pray the Rosary @ 6:30 pm, followed by 

a meeting at 7pm.�

�

For those wanting individual prayers please 

be there between 6:30 � 6:55 pm �

�

We hope that you can join us!�
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Community Announcements 

SJA Is Asking For Your SMILE! 

 

Make all your Amazon purchases through 

Amazon Smile! �

�

You can use your current Amazon account 

and search for St. Joan of Arc. �

�

Visit smile.amazon.com there are no addi-

tional fees and .5% of all sales will be donat-

ed back to our parish/school.�

�

�

�

Celebration of Winter Solstice 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

All are invited to welcome the season of winter with a 

ritual, Winter Solstice: A Sacred Time. The virtual cele-

bration, facilitated by Sister Esther Kennedy, OP, is 

from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. EST Sunday, December 19, 

2021.�

�

The celebration includes reflections on our turning 

from darkness to light as the days begin to grow longer, 

and from the past to this new moment. We will culti-

vate our own capacity as beings of light to shine our 

light and love as fully as possible upon one another and 

our world.�

�

A Dominican Sister of Adrian, Michigan, Sister Esther 

is a retreat leader and spiritual director who conducts a 

monthly Day of Mindfulness at Weber Center.�

�

The celebration is free and open to all. Registration is 

not required. To participate, join the live stream at 

https://webercenter.org/seasons.�

For information, call the Weber Center at 517�266�

4000.�

St. Joan of Arc Pilgrimage 

 

June 17�26, 2022�

�

Stay in Monasteries while visiting St. Joan’s ‘Deep France’�

��

God willing, next June we will again lead a St. Joan of Arc pil-

grimage/retreat to France. This will be our thirteenth opportunity 

for taking a group on this fascinating journey. Our travel philoso-

phy remains the same � one of going back to the essentials, of 

simplicity, of quality time in some places instead of 'rush�rush' in 

many. Although we will indeed see and do much, we hope to 

travel first of all as spiritual travelers, rather than as consumers. 

Consequently, we will again purposely remain a small group. 

Each day we will gather for some combination of the following: 

prayer/meditation, information on activities of the day, address-

ing questions, Question du Jour discussions. Come and experi-

ence many of the places where St. Joan lived, visited, and prayed.�

��

Sites will include: Orléans, Troyes, Domrémy�la�Pucelle, 

Vaucouleurs, and Reims, with quiet stays at monasteries in the 

heart of France. Please visit our website, with more information 

and photos: www.pilgrimwitnesses.com.�

��

For any questions, feel free to contact us by phone or email: �

Chris & Catherine Snidow �

Phone: (214) 327�4579�

Email: cowrind@sbcglobal.net�

Website: www.pilgrimwitnesses.com�

��

St. Joan of Arc parishioner: �

Darryl Bryk�

Email: brykd@hotmail.com�
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Parish Center Holiday Hours 
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Calendar of Events / Words on the Word 

Weekly Calendar of Events 

�

Monday, �December 20th �

�

7:00 am� Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

10:00 am� Funeral for Patricia Kohlitz�

�

6:15 pm� Faith Formation 7/8th Grade�

�

Tuesday, December 21st  �

�

7:00 am� Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

8:30 pm� All School Christmas Mass �

�

Wednesday, December 22nd�

�

7:00 am� Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

Thursday, December 23rd �

�

7:00 am� Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

7:00 pm� Holy Hour � Live Streamed�

�

Friday, December 24th�

�

7:00 am� Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

4:00 pm � Christmas Eve Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

6:00 pm� Christmas Eve Mass �  Live Streamed�

�

10:00 pm� Christmas Eve Mass �  Live Streamed�

�

Saturday, �December 25th �

�

8:00 am� Christmas  Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

10:00 am� Christmas  Mass �  Live Streamed�

�

12:00 pm� Christmas Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

�

Sunday, December 26th�

�

�

8:00 am� Sunday  Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

10:00 am� Sunday  Mass �  Live Streamed�

�

12:00 pm� Sunday  Mass  � Live Streamed�

Words on the Word 

 

December 19, 2021 � Christmas is Close!�

�

The countdown to Christmas is picking up speed. 

Weeks dwindle to days, and days to hours, as we 

make our final preparations for the big holiday.�

One internet portal posted a slightly tongue�in�

cheek summary several years ago of the emotional 

stages that people go through as they anticipate and 

experience the day then adjust to its aftermath. The 

stages start with “anticipation,” and progress through 

“excitement,” “satisfaction,” “weakness” (related 

mostly to our propensity to eat too many cookies), 

and, finally, depression when it’s all done.�

It's worth noting that even our Blessed Mother, 

and those closest to her, had their own version of pre

�Christmas anticipation:�

“Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in 

haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the 

house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth,” we hear 

in today’s gospel passage from St. Luke. “When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in 

her womb…”�

Clearly, John was the first child to be giddy with 

Christmas anticipation.�

The events surrounding and following that first 

Christmas, of course, were much more profound than 

the events surrounding and following our own 

Christmas celebrations. But just as Mary and the en-

tire early Christian community would have experi-

enced their own feelings of anticipation, excitement, 

satisfaction, and concern � and became the better for 

them � so too can we use the events of this upcoming 

Christmas season to make us better disciples of Jesus 

Christ. Even if it hasn’t already started during Ad-

vent, it’s not too late to use those feelings of antici-

pation to sharpen our prayer lives. And then to use 

Christmas day as a starting point for more profound 

prayer and service.�

Christmas is less than a week away. How are we 

making use of the heightened emotions of the season 

to bring about the Kingdom?�

�

�

�

2021 Words on the Word�
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Mass Intentions / Weekly Readings 

I Am The Resurrection & The Life 

“Heavenly Father, welcome home those who you have called from this 

world and grant peace and consolation to their families.”�

�

Thomas Campau�

Judy Kniffin�

Marie Wurzinger�

Judy Ostasiewicz�

Christopher Sellers�

Charles English�

Edward Graney�

�

“I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year: Give me a light 

that I may tread safely into the unknown. and he replied: Go out into 

the darkness  and put your hand into the hand of God. That shall be to 

you better than light, and safer than a known way.”�

�

Minnie Louise Haskins�

Monday, December 20�

�

Isaiah 7:10�14�

Luke 1:26�38�

�

Tuesday, December 21�

�

Song of Songs 2:8�14�

Luke 1:39�45�

�

Wednesday, December 22�

�

1 Samuel 1:24�28 �

Luke 1:46�56�

�

Thursday,  December 23�

�

Malachi 3:1�4, 23�24�

Luke 1:57�66�

�

Friday, December 24�

�

Isaiah 62:1�5�

Acts 13:16�17, 22�25�

Matthew 1:1�25�

�

Saturday, December 25�

�

Isaiah 52:7�10�

Hebrews 1:1�6�

John 1:1�18�

�

Sunday, December 26�

�

Wisdom of Ben Sira 3:2�6, 12�14�

Colossians 3:12�21�

Luke 2:41�52�

�

�

�

�

Daily Readings 

Mass Intentions 

Monday� December 20, 2021 Late Advent 

Weekday (Purple)�

�

7:00 a.m. � Kathleen H. Doak & Edward Rago�

�

Tuesday � December 21, 2021 Late Advent 

Weekday, Saint Peter Canisius, Priest 

and Doctor of the Church (Purple)�

�

7:00 a.m.�  Paul Rothrock & George Bugarin�

�

Wednesday December 22, 2021 Late Advent 

Weekday (Purple)�

�

7:00 a.m.� Steve Wright & Raquel Kosebutzki�

�

Thursday December 23, 2021 Late Advent 

Weekday, Saint John of Kanty, Priest�

� � (Purple)�

�

7:00 a.m.� William Dobrzechowski�

�

Friday� December 24, 2021 Late Advent 

Weekday (Purple)�

�

7:00 a.m.� Frank Shuder & Mary T. Hobig�

�

4:00 p.m. � Marie Champine, Frank Shuder, George & 

Sophia Rupinski, the deceased members of the 

Zaranek, McQuillan & Walters Families, Joseph 

Kronibus, Joan Weber, Alice & Albert Czekaj, 

Anna Maria Dolunt, George Bugarin, Jill Ann 

Miller, Charles L. Miller, Fran McCarron, 

Joseph & Irene Fontecchio, Sam & Grace 

Valenti, John W. Ashford, Antoinette Barone, 

Robert & Mary Ann Fannon, Maynard & Ann 

Seneski, Primitivo & Rebeca Sandoval, Larry & 

Sharon Seneski, Dolores Acosta, Humberto 

Sandoval, Rebeca Drummond, Special Intentions 

for Natividad Mallare, Rosemary DeYonker 

Turchin, the Everett Family, Joan Kowalewski, 

Peggy McCarron, the Bommarito Bakery & 

Staff, Alfred & Margie Sandoval  & Joan DeDene �

�

6:00 p.m.� Ralph Marzalino�

�

10:00 p.m.� Josie Dehelean & Timothy Fox�

�

Saturday� December 25, 2021 The Nativity of the 

Lord  (White)�

8:00 a.m.� The Intentions of St. Joan of Arc Parishioners� �

�

10:00 a.m.� Stancel Mecha�

�

12:00 p.m.� Cornelius B. Thelen, the deceased members of 

the Rogier & Dettloff Families, Ron Lagodna, 

Joseph & Florence Semany, Marguerite & John 

L. Joseph,  Kevin Brys, Stanley & Frances Brys, 

Bonnie Batche, Geri Doak, Anna Maria Dolunt, �

Saturday� December 25, 2021 The Nativity of the 

Lord  (White) �

12:00 p.m.� David Curcuru, Julian Ross, Mark Brys, George 

Lombardi, Maria Lombardi, and Special Inten-

tions for the J. Champine Family, the Thomas 

Family, the Mordovanakis Family, the Mallare 

Family and Tracy & Jerry Rauch�

�

Sunday � December 26, 2021 The Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary & Joseph (White)�

�

8:00 a.m.� For the Intentions of  Saint Joan of Arc �

� � Parishioners� �

10:00 a.m.� JoAnne, Helen & John Joseph Gleason�

�

12:00 p.m.� Clara M. Champine, Anna Maria Dolunt, �

Richard & Suzanne Kaminski �
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Tire Tracks in the d’Arc 

Herbie Goes 

Bananas: 

About 6 weeks 

ago I picked�up 

my new Jeep. 

Like most men, 

I’m not a big 

fan of reading 

the instructions, 

so I was a little 

deflated to find out the new Jeep 

Wrangler user�manual is 500 pages long! 

My engineering mind wants to simplify 

all things, so I had no intention of sitting 

down and reading through a manual. 

Since taking delivery, I have been having 

all kinds of arguments with Bobbi�Jo Jr. 

(that’s the name of my Jeep. She’s a 

country girl). I keep asking her to do the 

things she’s supposed to be willing and 

able to do; like “Siri, set the temperature 

to 67 degrees.”  Use the controls on the 

dash,” Siri snapped back at me. “Alexa.” 

Silence. “Alexa.” Nothing. “ALEXA!!!” 

“Monroe is 1 hour and 2 minutes from 

home.” That’s not what I was asking 

Bobbi�Jo! “It’s Thursday. Would you like 

to go to Monroe?” “No, I wasn’t planning 

on it.” She thinks she knows me.�

�

Last Thursday, I decided after 5 weeks of 

owning the Jeep, it was time to program 

the garage door to open from the button 

on the sun�visor. A 5 minute job I 

thought, in complete denial that this was 

now technically my second attempt to do 

this. This time though, I meant it!  I was 

serious. I told myself that “I just wasn’t 

trying last time,” This time, I discovered 

that the garage door opener has an app for 

my phone. After just 25 minutes of 

struggling with a weak Wi�Fi signal and a 

lost password that I found in the house, 

and not being able to figure out where the 

“Learn” button on the opener was, I did 

it! The app operated the door, from my 

phone. But now I had inadvertently de�

programmed the remote door opener.  

Amazingly, I managed to get the door to 

re�learn to connect to the clicker the first 

time I tried it. Now, if I ignored the app, 

after just a half�hour of work, I was at 

least back where I started. Progress???�

�

Now back to the Jeep sun�visor button. 

While I’d been unsuccessful last time, at 

least then the light had been blinking as 

though it knew I was there doing 

something to it. But this time…. Nothing! 

AND, I was following the rules. Step one, 

step two…. by the book. �

�

Two hours…..two…. long…. Hours. 

FINALLY, the door was closing.  I hadn’t 

even finished my 45th attempt yet…. I 

hadn’t completed the last step, but 

suddenly it was working now. I have no 

idea how. But I wasn’t going to question 

it, and I wasn’t going to make 30 climbs 

up the ladder today after all. Happy with 

my two hours or so of work, I parked the 

vehicle back in the garage and I checked 

the clicker again. Yes... I had de�

programmed it AGAIN! �

�

Unfortunately �now the only choices I 

had to close the door was to use my phone 

and  park outside in the driveway, or go 

get a pillow, park in the garage and spend 

the night in the Jeep, because the door 

would only close form the visor in the car 

while parked in the garage.  I didn’t like 

those options, so back up the ladder I 

went and in quick order I had the clicker 

working again and Bobbi�Jo’s built�in 

visor button worked too! “Yesssss!” I 

thought, “Success! Both working now.”�

So I walked out of the garage and, 

without a second thought, hit the button 

on the keypad outside the garage to close 

the door….. Nothing! I had accidentally 

de�programmed the keypad now. �

�

At this point I was ready to use the other 

button I have in the Jeep that hasn’t 

worked so far….�
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But I regained my composure and 

followed the instructions to reset the 

keypad and it worked. I tested the Jeep 

system, the clicker and the keypad. All 3 

working after just 3 hours! I had slayed 

the giant square�jawed dragon! I walked 

back into the house and hit the second 

clicker, that is on the wall by the house 

door. Nothing! Apparently, when I 

accidentally de�programmed the clicker, I 

had de�programmed both clickers and 

only reset one of them. So I pulled it off 

the wall (it was on Velcro) pushed the 

other clicker on the wall in its place, and 

threw the dead one in a drawer. I hope 

soon to forget where I put it. �

So it was with great bravery that the 

following day I set about attaching an air 

deflector to the leading edge of the hood. 

Jeeps are notorious for stone chips on the 

windshield because the glass is almost 

vertical. The deflector changes the air�

flow and sends small rocks over the roof 

instead of firing them at the glass. I 

attached one end to the inside of the hood 

but the little metal clip and plastic plug on 

other end just didn’t want to fit into the 

hole on the inside of the hood. It was 

getting late and the light was fading and it 

just was not working. �

Then, almost before I knew it, both the 

clip and the plug slipped through the hole 

and fell inside the hood. Now not only 

have I lost the hardware to attach the 

deflector, but these two pieces are 

impossibly stuck inside the two sheet 

metal layers of the hood. �

�

So while Msgr. Mike is perfecting the 

technology to fly the parish remotely 

from a flight deck somewhere in the sky, 

my 3�months at St. Joan of Arc have seen 

me reaching the dizzy heights of being 

able to close a garage door in 12 different 

ways  and turning my car into a giant 

baby rattle that argues with me constantly.�

What’s the moral of this story? I have no 

idea. Know your limits? Know when to 

walk away? Feel free to weigh in! �

�

But, I was struck by a line from the first 

chapter of the Book of Job at daily mass 

this week. I’ve decided that Job is my 

model for handling the challenges of 

2020. Satan tells God that Job is only 

faithful to the Lord because of his 

prosperity and if God were to remove 

anything from him, Job would blaspheme 

God. God knows Job better than that. He 

permits Satan to strip Job of his property 

and even family members by a catalog of 

calamities. Job doesn’t understand why 

all these things are happening, but still he 

concludes: “The Lord gave and the Lord 

has taken away; blessed be the name of 

the Lord!” Ultimately, 42 chapters later, 

God rewards Job for his faithfulness with 

double what he had before.�

�

Through the calamities of our lives, even 

those more serious than a cantankerous 

Jeep and a stubborn garage door, maybe 

we can still find the faith to say, “Blessed 

be the name of the Lord.”�

�

You are in my prayers this week.�

Fr. Andrew � � � adawson@sjascs.org�
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Writing On The 

Wall: From time 

to time, and 

maybe this 

happens to all 

priests, someone 

will come to me 

and recount a 

dream they’ve 

had and ask if I thought there was any 

spiritual significance to it. My answer is 

usually about the same, something along 

the lines of, “Well, if it’s helpful to you 

then that’s a blessing, but I wouldn’t make 

any life�changing decisions on that alone 

without running it by someone else first.” 

Can God speak to us in our dreams? Sure 

He can! Are most of our dreams more 

likely to be a crazy collision of the inner 

thoughts of our minds and the events of 

the day? Yes, probably most of them. 

Sometimes, if I thought too hard about my 

dreams I would question my own 

sanity….. Exploding hamsters and 

existential dreams about the existence of a 

shoe….�

�

But sometimes maybe there is a hint of 

something true lurking in the background. 

You tell me if you spot this one…. I had to 

tell Msgr. Mike this week about a dream I 

had. Parish dreams or liturgical nightmares 

are probably a reality for most priests 

since we are often going in so many 

directions thinking about those things that 

sometimes they get jumbled�up, with 

reality and fiction all mingled together. I 

dreamed that I was up north on vacation 

with my parents (odd to begin with, since 

they live 3,500 miles away) and I realized 

I was not too far from Marquette. I thought 

perhaps I could go and visit my friend 

Jack who lives in Marquette and then 

return to resume my vacation with my 

parents. It was raining really hard so it 

didn’t sound like a fun drive, so I was 

mulling over the idea, when Msgr texted 

me. He was busy gathering bids from 

companies to build a new “security wall” 

on campus, (whenever that is) and had 

received a number of different proposals. 

Msgr asked if I could spend some time 

looking over the bids and give some 

feedback. However, he asked that I pay 

particular attention to one specific 

proposal that he thought might be the one. 

He said he was a little unsure about the 

plans for the inner  part of this 

construction, because it was brick rather 

than concrete, which may not be as solid, 

but the outside of the wall was made of 

milk chocolate, and he thought that was a 

good idea….�

So…. Any ideas where the nugget of truth   

might have found its way into my crazy 

brain waves? Monsignor…. We’re onto 

you! If anyone sees a new “security wall” 

anywhere on campus soon, please let me 

know and I will begin to research caramel 

paint products. �

�

So, maybe I have my doubts about all that 

occurred in that dream, and maybe not all 

our dreams are profound messages from 

God, but at other times the Lord speaks his 

word very clearly. And many times, that 

word comes in the form of actions. In our 

Gospel today, Elizabeth says to Mary,�

“Blessed are you who believed�

that what was spoken to you by the Lord�

would be fulfilled.” The Lord spoke to 

Mary through the angel Gabriel and both 

Elizabeth and the unborn John the Baptist 

in her womb confirm that what the Lord 

has spoken has come to pass. They are 

aware of the presence of Jesus in the 

womb of the Blessed Mother. Elizabeth 

cries out with joy and amazement that she 

has received this blessing of the visitation 

from Mary, the mother of her Lord, and 

from Jesus Himself, through the 

generosity, humility and abandonment of 

Mary’s “yes” to God. What an example 

for us of how our “yes” to God can be 

such a blessing not only to us but to 

others. When God speaks clearly… when 

He speaks by His actions, we do well to 

listen and to trust. God’s Word is the best 

“security wall” we can ever hope for in 

our parish. �

�

Hot, Purple, Holy Chaos: Last Week we 

had our Advent Taizé Holy Hour. I am 

usually not around on Thursday when the 

regular Holy Hour takes place with 

Eucharistic Adoration so I’m not quite 

sure of exactly how the deacons do 

everything. I am familiar with Exposition, 

of course, but the setting�up off camera I 

haven’t seen here at St. Joan. As I was 

setting�up, I was questioning how they 

ensure the charcoal will last an hour until 

Benediction at the end. Some charcoal 

coals will last an hour, others burn out 

more quickly. I thought I could be clever 

and light two charcoals in the thurible 

before the start and put a third up against 

the side, inside the thurible so it would be 

there to light just before Benediction. 

Well, I knew I was in trouble at the start of 

adoration when I went to incense the 

Blessed Sacrament in the monstrance on 

the altar. I picked up the thurible and all 3 

coals were well aglow. Apparently I 

learned nothing from the1666 Great Fire 

of London that destroyed the city. You 

can’t put flammable object too close 

together! Fortunately, as I tried to ignore 

this problem for the rest of the hour, the 

coals kept burning and were still lit for 

Benediction.�

�

I had felt quite proud of myself for 

figuring out how to set�up the spotlights 

that flood Jesus on the sanctuary wall in 

light for the holy hours. But just at 

6:59pm, with a minute to go, Kristine Hass 

came running into the sacristy, (having 

presumably jumped over the wall of the 

choir loft to save time?). She’d just 

discovered that Msgr. Mike wasn't going 

to be operating the cameras this week, so 

she was in the midst of multi�tasking 

cameras and singing. But now she 

appeared in the sacristy with one of the 

spotlights in hand. “I’m just going to set 

this to purple for Advent,” she said. But 

she'd misread her watch and had now just 

realized there was literally a minute to go. 

I was confused. “That wasn't purple?” I 

asked. “No, it’s red!” she replied. “Oh!” I 

said, “That’s what happens when the 

colorblind guy sets�up the lights. It looked 

the same as last week to me!” It wasn't 

working for Kristine, so the lights stayed 

whatever color they were!�

�

As the holy hour got underway, the 

computer displaying the words on the 

screen crashed and had to be rebooted. 

Then as Catherine Thomas was singing the 

Latin refrains of “ubi caritas” she texted 

Kristine (I don’t know how Catherine is 

able to text and play piano at the same 

time, but she is!) and asked, “Do you have 

this in English?” So Kristine, while 

singing ubi caritas, got onto the computer, 

creating slides of the English words before 

those verses came up. �

�

And so somehow, by the grace of God 

(that I’d just preached about) we made it 

to Benediction time. I kneel to incense the 

blessed Sacrament… there is smoke... all 

is well, so I go to put the thurible back on 

its stand and it swings into my arm. After 

an hour on fire, let’s just a brass thurible is 

hot…. I flinched from burning my arm, 

but I’m not sure I had enough of my voice 

back yet for my high�pitched “yelp” to be 

audible. �

�

And apparently none of these calamities 

were visible to anyone but us. As I always 

said, “when in doubt, look devout, and all 

just seems to work out!” Roll with it!�

�

All by the grace of God!�

You are in my prayers this week.�

�

Fr. Andrew� � � � adawson@sjascs.org�
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Prayers Needed 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

PRAY FOR OUR MEN & WOMEN IN THE MILITARY 

Pray for the Sick List: Please note that we regularly clear the “Pray for the Sick List” because the list grows beyond 

our space allocation and we don’t always hear from people when they’ve gotten better.  If you would like to add a person 

please call the Parish Center front desk at 586.777.3670 or send an email to our general inbox at info@sjascs.org. 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF 

Joseph R. Biden Jr.�

�

 

AIR FORCE 

Dan Adams�

Charles Bartlett�

James A. Brannigan�

Robert C. Carden�

Kevin Conley�

Maria Marable�

Hector M. Martinez�

Jacob Milatz�

R. Connor Montgomery�

Martin Rodriguez�

Dave Russell�

�

ARMY 

Tom Barrett�

Samuel Baur�

Richard Brown�

Nathan Dickerson�

Greg DeMoss�

Brian C. Ellis�

Thaddeus Kapuscinski�

Joseph R. Kozlinski�

Michelle Kuznia, DDS�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Greg Lietz�

Chris Listilla�

Daniel Meagher�

Kyle Richardson�

Christopher Scholz�

John C. Tramazzo�

Dan Travis�

Joseph VanDusen�

David Weise�

Edward Williams�

Samantha Williams�

Timothy L. Wilt III�

�

MARINE CORPS 

Daniel Allen�

Arthur J. Barron�

David Chute�

Kyle Cichowski�

John DuBay Jr.�

David J. Kennedy�

Daniel Klein�

Paul Koss�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Matthew Krugler�

Jeffrey LaTour�

John Lewins�

Justin Lienemann�

Nick Lienemann�

Michael Light�

David Light�

Ryan McCarthy�

Lee Michael�

Thomas Reichling�

Frank Schuster�

Daniel Sparkman�

Tom Stevenson�

Christopher Venditti�

 

NAVY 

Daniel Bahr�

Brody J. Fitzgerald�

Jason Gaidis�

Joseph Goeddeke�

Fr. John Kaul�

Frankie Kocis�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Joseph Marable�

Tom Miller, Jr�

Anthony M. Morgan  �

John Patterson�

Andrew Seator�

 

COAST GUARD 

Michael Franklin�

Judy Knox�

Christopher Rogers�

Norma Ray Smihal�

Nan Wise�

 

NATIONAL GUARD 

Robert Douglas III�

William DuBay�

Andrew Barth�

Geri Beaugrand�

Theresa Bertelsen�

Lori Cardosi�

Rose Marie Carroll�

Alex Chapp�

Ed Cole�

Mary Ellen Cooper�

Victoria Cornwell�

James Czech�

Steven D’Arca�

David Damm�

Ellen Dancy�

Joan DeDene�

Lucy Dedene�

Sharon Deller�

Catherine DeRose�

Nick DiCresce�

Grace Dickerson�

George Dickerson�

Julie Doty�

Marie Durfee�

Marie DuPont�

Louise Fetherolf�

Taylor Fisher�

Nora Anne Francis�

Sylvia Gentile�

Pamela Gervasoni�

Jane Gora�

Larry Graham�

Geoffrey Greve�

James Gutowski�

Rich Hanselman�

Barbara Hanus�

Alleyn Hunt�

Marilyn Kiefer�

Thomas Kler�

Charlie Kolodziejski�

Catherine Konen�

Edward Krappmann�

Al Kraska�

Concetta Leone�

Dotty Lubinski�

Janet Malaski�

Christopher Manning�

Joan Mannino�

Lee Majewski�

Ed Marosso�

Karen McMahon�

Charlotte Miller�

Dee Misuraca�

Mark Moffitt�

Jennie Mooney�

Jim Moore�

Christy Nehro�

Jessica Nehro�

Toni Pantano�

Fern Pascany�

Wayne Pepper�

Gasper Piazza�

Frank Poeschel�

Salvatore Promesso�

Tracy Rauch�

Larry Rybicki�

Sr. Alice Riegel�

Suzanne Roland�

Jennifer Rose�

Victoria Rydholm�

Doreen Saur�

Alex Scapini�

Dianne Schelosky�

Ann Simmonds�

Terri Smigels�

Kathleen Smith�

Cathy Spindler�

Robert Stasak�

Virginia Stieber �

Beverly Taylor                             

James Thompson�

Maxine Uniewski�

Eileen Wallace�

Audrey Weekley�

Joseph Whalen�

Marilyn Wicker�

�
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Jim Pauley Plumbing
ELECTRIC SEWER 

& DRAIN CLEANING
Repairs • Remodeling

Guaranteed Work Master Plumber
Free Estimates • Senior Rates

Call Jim 586-296-3109
10% COUPON

21711 Greater Mack, St. Clair Shores, MI 
586-774-0393

We are a full-service eye center 
specializing in the treatment of

 cataract and glaucoma
Full service optical shop on premise 

Michigan’s first Excimer Laser Center!

DOWNEY’S 
PLUMBING

All Types of
Plumbing Repairs

Sewers Cleaned Electrically
- 24 Hour Service -

10% Senior Discount
VISA/MC/Disc Accepted
— (586) 775-2441 —

Licensed Master Plumber

INDEPENDENT LIVING
AND MEMORY CARE

28801 Jefferson Ave. • St. Clair Shores

Call to Make an
Appointment to Tour

(586) 218-6228
www.lakeshoreseniorlivingscs.com

ROOFING •  GUTTERS 
Licensed Insured

$100 OFF
Every Tear-Off

$50 OFF Every Re-Roof
Quality Workmanship • References
FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREE ESTIMATES
12 Months Same As Cash & 

other payment options available

586-791-0740
www.whites-roofing.com

White’s Home 
Improvements, Inc.

“ROOFS DONE RIGHT BY WHITE”

EARL J. WEIL & SON
PLUMBING SERVICE

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 75 YEARS
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

Boiler • Water Heaters
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Replace Galvanized Piping

586-775-2205
STATE LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER - LIC #07108

27250 Harper, St. Clair Shores

Bob Dube
Plumbing 

Serving the Area for 40 Years

—313-886-3897—
Your Pandora Jewelry Source

Charms, Beads, Bracelets, Earrings, Necklaces and More!
28525 HARPER ST. CLAIR SHORES  586-774-2100

Lakeview Pediatrics

Accepting new patients from 
newborn up to 21 years of age

Kendra Maurer, MD
20225 E. Nine Mile Road
Suite 100
St. Clair Shores

586-772-1090

creative landscaping
586-759-6884

 • Weekly Lawn Cutting
 • Shrub/Hedge Trimming
 • Sod Removal & Replacement
 • Brick Pavers & Garden Walls
IF YOU CAN ENVISION IT, WE CAN CREATE IT!

586.899.5565
T.FINCHAM@YAHOO.COM
WWW.FINCHAMRE.COM

Call for a Tour 586-498-4500
26101 Jefferson Ave., North of 10 Mile, St. Clair Shores, MI48081

• Signature Neighborhood Life Style Concept
• Delicious Seasonal Menus
• Spiritual, Social, Educational & Cultural Activities
• 24/7 On-Site Personal Assistance
• Respite Care plus so much more!

CranberryPark.net

A Shared Campus 
with Shorepointe 

Health & 
Rehabilitation 

Offers a 
Continuum of Care

 27830 Gratiot Ave. • Roseville 28433 Jefferson Ave. • St. Clair Shores 35201 Garfield Rd. • Clinton Twp.
 586.775.1911 586.775.2424 586.792.5000

Serving our Communities Since 1927
www.kaulfuneralhome.com

Contact Dave Polansky
to place an ad today! 

DPolansky@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6326 

FOKSA PAINTING & SERVICES
Custom Interior & Exterior Painting

Drywall Replacement & Repair • Texture
Powerwashing • Deck Sealing

 Jeff Foksa • 248-705-4903
 10% Senior Discount
 Insured

Great Lakes FamiLy
Probate & estates PLLc
L e G a L  P L a n n i n G  F o r  y o u r  F u t u r e

(888) 554-5373 • www.glfpe.com

Kimberly Crank Browning
PARISHIONER

Nursing Home and In-Home Visits Available
10% DISCOUNT TO PARISHIONERS

Elder Law
Powers of Attorney

Wills & Trusts 
Advanced Directives

Medicaid Planning
Estate Planning

Asset Protection
Probate

Long Term Care Planning

FREE
NO OBLIGATION 

CONFIDENTIAL 
CONSULTATION

Mary Aubrey-Rogers 
— Realtor  —

313-319-5679

Happy Holidays from My Family to Yours! 
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EASTWOOD CARPET
Sales & Service

“Buy with Confidence”
22924 Mack Ave. • SCS

(586) 773-1111
Serving the Community for 55 Years

GILBERT’S
PRO HARDWARE, INC.
Second Generation Serving

Eastsiders Since 1949
21912 Harper, St. Clair Shores

776-9532
www.mrhardware.com

Over 100 Years of Family Service Since 1904
www.wasikfuneralhome.com

11470 13 Mile, West of Hoover
Warren, Michigan

(586) 751-3131

49150 Schoenherr Rd., North of 22 Mile
Shelby Township, MI 48315

(586) 532-8600

Wasik Funeral Home

Dr. William Krieg and Dr. Brynn Jezdimir
586.772.6090       www.lakepointeortho.com

LEAD CERT.

HOMERUN
CONSTRUCTION

No Job Too Small, Lic. Builder & Ins.
New Homes, Additions, Remodeling,
Kitchens + Baths, Painting, Fin. Bsmts

 VINCE  
  (586) 703-4020
 homerunconstruction@wowway.com

www.RedBaronEnterprises.com

313-408-1166
Free Estimates

Check us out on Facebook!

“We’re Your 
To Do List Handymen”

Grosse Pointe Resident

• Painting
• Masonry
• Roofing
• Gutters

Snow Plowing
Lawn Care by Curt

(586) 552-3870
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DUST BUNNY
BUSTERS

HOME & COMMERCIAL
CLEANING

References Available
Family Parishioner Member

(586) 808-3356

Parishioner

S.C.S.

Senior 
Citizens 
Discount

Roofing • Gutters • Bricking
Over 30 years of “Referral Based Business”
FREE ESTIMATES
(586) 772-0402
LICENSED & INSURED

Robert L. Hindelang, P.C.
The Attorney-CPA Bow-Tie Guy

313-886-4450
18430 Mack Avenue | Grosse Pointe Farms | RLH@Hindelang.us

• Estate Planning & Probate 
• Business & Commercial Law
• Corporation- LLC Set Up & Operation
• Commercial Litigation & Collection

Pam Mowatt, CPCU, CLU, ChFC (313) 886-3060
Agent pam@pammowatt.com
 “Proudly serving insurance needs throughout Michigan.
 Auto, home, renters, condo, rental properties, business, workers
 compensation, life, disability, and many other products and
	services	to	fit	your	needs.		Call	me	today	–	I	would	love	to	help	you!”

Being
there
is why
I’m here.

20563 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

www.pammowatt.com

The Doctor’s ChoiceThe Doctor’s Choice for Chronic Pain Relief
ST. CLAIR SHORES CLINIC

22237 Greater Mack Ave., St. Clair Shores
Phone (586) 204-5885

For more locations & information please visit
www.neilkingpt.com or call

(844) 275-9847

1-800-VERHEYDEN
1-800-837-4393

 www.verheyden.org

“The Same 
Always to All”warren

detroit
eastpointe
grosse pointe
clinton township

JOE’SJOE’S
TRAILER SALESTRAILER SALES

Trailer Repairs, Hitches & WiringTrailer Repairs, Hitches & Wiring
24953 Harper Ave. • St. Clair Shores24953 Harper Ave. • St. Clair Shores

586.771.9499586.771.9499
joestrailersales.netjoestrailersales.net

(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF any plumbing work

Free Estimates

586-445-6455 | WWW.JJROOFING.COM

PROVIDING QUALITY 
ROOFING SERVICES 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS.
Call J&J Roofing Today

Marianne Mouton
Parishioner
586.489.8516
mmouton@kw.com
19853 Mack Ave • Grosse Pointe

FLO ABKE, GRIFLO ABKE, GRI
Associate Broker

19900 E. 10 Mile Rd., Suite 104
St. Clair Shores, MI, 48080

Cell: (313) 378-3376
floabke@mirealsource.com

www.floabke.com

ShorePointe Health & 
Rehabilitation Center 

26001 Jefferson Ave., St. Clair Shores, MI  48081
586-779-7000

optalishealthcare.com/shorepointe

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

&
Home Inspections

Free Estimates • Veteran & Senior Discounts
dnarestorations@gmail.com586-252-9226 586-808-1677

Masonry
Brick Work

Tuckpointing / Rebuilds
Chimney, Cap & Flue Repair

Precast Steps
Patio Pavers / Repairs

Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Doors
Storm Doors
Moldings & Trim
Tile & Backsplashes
Finished Basements

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
586-501-8479

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE 24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE
Licensed & Insured

Master PlumberSENIOR DISCOUNTS

Tamara A. 
Wilfinger
Licensed Insurance Agent

Health • Medicare • Life • Dental • Vision 
Accidents • Hospital • Recovery Care & more
Personalized Service • Finding the Coverage You Need

Call me at 586-604-7632 
for HELP with all 

your insurance needs

79 Macomb Place, Mt. Clemens, 48043
586.604.7632 • tammy@whl-mi.com
www.wilfingerhealthandlife.com

Medicare Annual Enrollment 
Oct 15th - Dec 7th

Call Me For Information & Enrollment

Guiding You through All Phases of Life
Trustworthy • Friendly • Knowledgeable

WWW.SAFETYONEELECTRIC.COM


