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WHAT’S INSIDE 

The members of St. Joan of Arc Parish are disciples of Jesus Christ, 

who recognize God’s love for the world & are empowered by the 

Holy Spirit to proclaim the Gospel to all people through joyful 

worship, life-long education, compassionate service, responsible 

stewardship, & active community living. 

�

~ Mission Statement � Pentecost 1998 ~�
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Parish Directory / Liturgy Schedule 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

 

Weekdays 

Monday thru Friday: 7:00 am �

�

Weekends 

�

Saturday: 4:00 pm  &  6:00 pm�

�

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,�

12:00 pm�

�

�

Holy Day Masses 

Vigil Mass: (evening prior) 7:00 pm�

7:00 am, 12:00 pm, 7:00 pm�

�

Reconciliation  

Saturdays 11:00am�12:00pm �

In the �

Sister Carol Center �

�

Holy Hour   

Thursdays in Church at 7:00 pm 

 

Rosary  

Monday  � Friday after the 7a mass 

outside in the school courtyard 

(weather permitting). 

ST. JOAN OF ARC DIRECTORY 

�

Parish Center School Faith Formation 

Phone: 586�777�3670� Phone: 586�775�8370� Phone: 586�772�1282�

Fax: 586�774�5528� Fax: 586�447�3574� Fax: 586�775�8374�

Pastor 

Msgr. G. Michael Bugarin�

gmbugarin@sjascs.org�

�

Associate Pastor 

Fr. Andrew Dawson�

adawson@sjascs.org�

�

Non-Resident 

Associate Pastor:�

Fr. Rich Bartoszek�

�

Permanent Deacons 

Deacon Tom Strasz�

tstrasz@sjascs.org�

�

Deacon Dom Pastore�

dpastore@sjascs.org�

�

�

�

�

�

 

Business Manager 

Dina Ciaffone�

dciaffone@sjascs.org�

�

Principal 

Amy Pattie�

apattie@stjoan.net�

�

Assistant Principal 

Charles Kaiser�

ckaiser@stjoan.net�

�

�

Music Director 

Catherine Thomas�

cthomas@sjascs.org�

�

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletic Director 

Charles Kaiser�

ckaiser@stjoan.net�

�

Office of Faith & 

Family Formation 

Kristine Stewart Hass�

khass@sjascs.org�

�

Exceptional Children 

TBD�

�

Youth Group 

Linda Lietaert�

llietaert@stjoan.net�

�

�

Live Streamed Broadcasts at St. Joan of Arc 

�

Live Stream Broadcasts have become a standard part 

of our celebrations at St Joan of Arc.  This has in-

creased our mass participation at daily and weekend 

masses. It has also allowed many of our parishioners to 

stay in touch with their faith community remotely.�

 

Weekdays �7am Mass (Monday thru Friday)�

Saturdays � 4pm & 6pm Masses�

Sundays � 8am, 10am, 12pm Masses�

Thursdays � 7pm Holy Hour�

�

Go to: livestream.stjoan.church to watch all live 

streaming and to view archived celebrations.�

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A PARISHIONER? 

 

If you would like to become a parishioner of St. Joan of Arc, 

please register at stjoan.church and we will contact you by phone �

�

OR �

�

By calling us at 586�777�3670 during office hours. �

PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

�

The Parish Center is open  �

Monday � Thursday from 8:30am�5pm �

Friday from 8:30�4pm�

�

Mass intentions and most services can be done in person or by 

calling us at 586�777�3670 during these hours. �

�

Our after-hours emergency number:  586�777�1342.�

 

Baptisms: Please go to our website (stjoan.church) and fill out 

the Baptism request form.  You will be contacted to make further 

arrangements based on submission of that  form.�

�

Marriages: Arrangements should be made at the Parish Center 

at least six months prior to the desired date. Pre�marriage series 

required.�

�

Registration: It is very important that every family and inde-

pendent adult be registered in the Church in order to keep our 

records and mailings current.  Please contact the Parish Office to 

register at your earliest opportunity: 586�777�3670. �

�

RCIA: Please call the Parish Center: 586�777�3670�
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TALLer Tales 

‘Twas the Night 

Before the 

Cookie 

Exchange:  Yes, 

‘Twas the Night 

Before the 

Christmas Cookie 

Exchange, when 

all through the 

house … 

Monsignor was looking forward to making 

(and eating) the cookies he had chosen for 

the Parish Center Christmas Cookie 

Exchange.  You might be asking yourself 

why Monsignor was in the cookie 

exchange.  Well, he knew this would be the 

only way he would get a large quantity and 

a variety of homemade cookies for his 

family Christmas party.  Since the “12 Days 

of Christmas Cookies” wasn’t an auction 

item at this year’s school gala, he had to 

bribe some people to make cookies (which 

is always an option), or he could participate 

in the cookie exchange.  So, he chose the 

cookie exchange option! �

�

� This was no ordinary cookie exchange 

because it was organized by the ultimate 

cookie baker herself, Mary Pat Brennan, 

and Kathy Kalich.  So, the pressure was on!  

Then, to spare me of the ultimate nightmare 

of having one of my cookies turn out to be a 

disaster, I decided I would bake two 

different kinds of cookies.  “This would be 

easy and a welcomed change to his 

schedule,” I foolishly thought.  But that was 

before I thoroughly read the recipes I had 

chosen.  “After all, aren’t all cookie recipes 

a few ingredients that you put together, and 

then drop by the spoonfuls onto cookie 

sheets and bake them?”  NOT!  And, of 

course, I didn’t start this project until 9:30 

PM the night before the exchange.  Yes, 

9:30 PM!  While I had all the necessary 

ingredients for my two cookie versions, it 

wasn’t until 9:30 PM that I finally read all 

the instructions … AND. THEN. 

SCREAMED.  One batch required the 

cookie dough to “chill” in the refrigerator 

for an hour and then be formed into balls 

that then had to be flattened with a glass 

dipped in sugar.  The other cookie had to be 

formed into balls too.  “You have to be 

kidding,” I thought to myself.  But there 

was no stopping now as it was late, and I 

had all the ingredients.  I had no choice but 

to roll up my sleeves and get to work!�

�

� Thankfully, I was thinking that night 

because I started to work first on the cookie 

dough that needed to “chill” for an hour!  I 

gathered all the ingredients and started to 

follow the recipe.  For once in my life, I 

used real cream cheese and real butter.  I 

had asked the night before at our Sunday 

family dinner if I should go my usual route 

of low�fat cream cheese and margarine.  

Before I could even finish my sentence, the 

peanut gallery shouted out: “REAL butter 

and REAL cream cheese.”  I think they 

were having flashbacks to my infamous 

“healthy” Thanksgiving Day Dinner of 

many years ago.  I heard the message loud 

and clear:  I had to go with the real 

ingredients if I wanted good cookies!�

�

� My poor mixer struggled to mix 

everything after getting all the ingredients 

into my nice big bowl (it was a triple 

recipe).  I actually started to smell my mixer 

burning a bit!  So, I brought out a big 

plastic spoon to finish things up.  That 

didn’t go too well either, as the spoon split 

in two.  “Maybe doing a triple version was 

too much,” I thought.  When the spoon 

broke, I pulled out some foodservice gloves 

I had sitting around and put them on to 

finish the mixing by hand.  That didn’t go 

too well either as some of the plastic glove 

broke off, and I found myself making sure 

none of the plastic was left in the dough.  

As you can read, things weren’t going too 

well, but it didn’t matter because I had to 

keep moving.  Once the first cookie got 

done, I placed the huge bowl in the 

refrigerator to “chill” a bit!  At this point, I 

wanted to chill too!  I then moved to cookie 

number two.  This one was easier to mix, 

and I got through it without any disasters.  I 

then started to form 1 oz balls of dough.  I 

began to use a plastic measuring spoon, but 

that too broke.  So, I pulled out my food 

scale and started to measure 1 oz portions of 

dough.  I formed all the dough balls and 

then flattened them as noted in the recipe.  I 

dutifully baked my first batch but wasn’t 

happy with the results.  They were Andes 

Mint Cookies that tasted like Andes Mints 

squished into some dry flour clumps.  I 

wasn’t impressed at all.  I was hoping they 

would have tasted like the cookie of the 

year!  Once bland cookie number two was 

done, it was time to bake cookie number 

one, which was M&M Cream Cheese 

Cookies.  This version was very tedious to 

finish, too, because the dough was chilled, 

and it had to be formed into dough balls and 

then flattened with a glass dipped in sugar!  

I eventually baked them all and wasn’t too 

impressed with the results again.  They 

tasted like M&M’s squished into clumps of 

flour!  Do you see a pattern here?  But it 

was now pushing 1:30 AM, and I just 

wanted to get this project done.  I bagged all 

of my cookies according to the rules and 

regulations of the Cookie Exchange, and off 

to bed I went.�

�

� Oh, the lessons learned on this one.  First, 

READ the instructions before embarking on 

a cooking journey.  Second, use real 

ingredients.  Third, don’t use plastic or 

wooden utensils.  Fourth, don’t use cheap 

foodservice gloves because they’re made to 

serve and not mix.  Fifth, don’t start at 9:30 

PM.  Sixth, stick to one recipe.  Seventh, 

and most importantly, a novice is better off 

bribing a sister or a niece to do the cookies 

for you next time!  One day I’ll learn!  But 

the good thing is that despite my cookies 

turning out to be somewhat of a flop, I still 

benefited from the other cookies from my 

fellow cookie exchangers that would grace 

my family’s Christmas Eve dinner table.  

That’s all I needed and wanted!  So, 

mission accomplished!�

�

� Thank Yous:  There are many people to 

thank for their efforts going back to the late 

summer and fall for all of their work on our 

parish and school grounds.  Our grounds 

and Christmas decorations look absolutely 

incredible because of these remarkable 

people who gave some much time and their 

talent to making our parish look absolutely 

awesome!  Please join me in thanking:  

Parish Grounds:  The Dirt Angels �� 

Debbie Bigham and Thelma Socia, Charles 

Socia, The Hass Family,  and Giles and 

Jackie Wilborn.  The School Grounds 

Crew: Danny Storrs, Kate Tanner, Anna 

Artley, Kate Artley, Andre Maes, Blake 

Moseley, Daniella Pietrowski, Andrew 

Larimer, Adrianna Spindler, Brian & Yvette 

Wicker, Mrs. Storrs, Mr. Pietrowski, The 

Zalewski Family, The Benoit Family, The 

Pattie Family, Joanna Eisbrenner, Vern 

Dave, Greg Ruvolo, Our Partners at 

Zeppelin Services, Lonnie Scheuer and our 

Partners at Green Valley Outdoor Services.  

Christmas Set Up Crew:  Pat and Sandy 

Markielewicz & Family, Father Rich, 

Father Andrew, Patty Kesner, Maria 

Krzesowski, Kristine Hass, Mary Garofalo, 

Debbie Bigham, Thelma Socia, Laura 

Sorget, Mary Pat Brennan, Kathy Kalich, 

Barb Hendrick, Ann Meliese, Ilona Higgins, 

Charles Kaiser, Rachel Gerard, Vern Dave, 

Greg Ruvolo, Pete Ciaravino, Dina 

Ciaffone and Jackie Scheuer.  Outdoor 

Christmas Lights Crew:  Ed Allemon and 

Charles Colzza.  �

�

� I also wish to thank Catherine Thomas 

and all of our music ministers for all of the 

awesome music at our Christmas liturgies.  

It was another extraordinarily beautiful 

Christmas at SJA and one that we needed 

because it lifted our hearts and minds amid 

our ongoing COVID experience!  THANK 

YOU!�

�

� Enjoy the week.  Know of my prayers.  

Happy New Year.�

�

� In Christ,�

�

� gmb�

� gmb@sjascs.org�

TALLer Tales 
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Can Tab Recycling  

 

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

We are back to recycling can tabs. All proceeds will 

benefit the Ronald McDonald House Charities. �

�

�

How you can help: Spread the word! Let your family, 

friends, co�workers, and classmates know that their 

small pop tabs, food can tabs all can make a big differ-

ence for Ronald McDonald House Charities. �

�

�

Donations can be dropped off in the buckets at church, 

brought to the Parish Center during business hours.�

Misc. Announcements 

 

8th Grade Can and Bottle Drive  

 

The Class of 2022 is now responsible for the can and 

bottle drive.�

�

This is an important fundraiser that helps defray 

the cost of their graduation events.�

�

Bring your returnables in bags to the Parish Center  

� West SIDE DOOR � (near Father Andrew’s 

House) please.  There is a large plastic bin with a lid 

that they can be placed in..  �

�

�

Or you can arrange a pick�up by calling or texting 

Matt at 313�683�1972.�

�

The Class of 2022�

Light of the Spirit Prayer Group 

 

 

�

�

�

�

2nd and 4th Wednesday of each month �

at �

�

St Basil the Great�

Community Room�

22851 Lexington Avenue�

Eastpointe, MI 48021�

�

We pray the Rosary @ 6:30 pm, followed by 

a meeting at 7pm.�

�

For those wanting individual prayers please 

be there between 6:30 � 6:55 pm �

�

We hope that you can join us!�
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Ascension Health RSV Study 
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Gospel Meditation 
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Calendar of Events / Words on the Word 

Weekly Calendar of Events 

�

�

Monday, � January 3rd �

�

7:00 am� Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

Tuesday, January 4th  �

�

7:00 am� Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

Wednesday, January 4th�

�

7:00 am� Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

Thursday, January 5th�

�

7:00 am� Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

7:00 pm� Holy Hour � Live Streamed�

�

�

Friday, January 6th�

�

7:00 am� Morning Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

�

10:00 am� Funeral for Christopher Sellers�

�

�

Saturday, �January 7th�

�

�

10:00 am� Funeral Mass for Arthur J. Vaughn�

�

11:00 am� Reconciliation�

�

12:30 pm� Baptism of Jack H. Smith�

1:30 pm� Baptism of Kennedy J. Hintzsche�

�

4:00 pm� Vigil Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

6:00 pm� Vigil Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

�

Sunday, January 8th�

�

�

8:00 am� Sunday  Mass  � Live Streamed�

�

10:00 am� Sunday  Mass �  Live Streamed�

�

12:00 pm� Sunday  Mass  � Live Streamed�

Words on the Word 

�

January 2, 2022 � Gifts of the Heart�

�

Christmas day is past, but it might be instructive, 

for a moment, to think about a Christmas present.�

In the flurry of activity that leads up to the big 

day, many people scramble about to complete their 

Christmas shopping. In the not�too�distant past, that 

meant being in pre�dawn lines on Black Friday, or 

rushing around to numerous malls and department 

stores looking for just the right item, in just the right 

size and color.�

Or it meant scouring the newspaper circulars 

looking for needed items at the lowest possible pric-

es.�

In more recent years, it’s meant spending more 

time shopping online, seeking the best bargains or 

delivery deals.�

In the waning days of the shopping season just 

completed, one local publication ran a story that fea-

tured a list of numerous gift�giving ideas essentially 

guaranteed to arrive in time to be given for Christ-

mas.�

Whether the gift was for him or for her, for a 

child or a hard�to�please relative, it’s likely many 

readers � noticing shortages borne of supply chain 

issues of various kinds � took the bait and ran with 

the ideas.�

And, again, while the buying spree portion of the 

season is done, maybe the larger takeaway for us is 

keeping in mind the purpose of gift�giving in the first 

place.�

“(The magi) were overjoyed at seeing the star, 

and on entering the house they saw the child with 

Mary his mother,” we hear in today’s gospel passage 

from St. Matthew. “They prostrated themselves and 

did him homage. Then the opened their treasures and 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”�

In other words, they opened not just their treas-

ures, but their hearts, as well, to the Christ child.�

It’s an act of charity from which we all can learn 

a lesson.�

�

2021 Words on the Word�
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Mass Intentions / Weekly Readings 

I Am The Resurrection & The Life 

“Heavenly Father, welcome home those who you have called from this 

world and grant peace and consolation to their families.”�

�

Sharon Strus�

Daniel Voss�

Lee Fallieres�

Earnest Romanelli�

Fr. Robert J. Slaton�

�

“I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year: Give me a light 

that I may tread safely into the unknown. and he replied: Go out into 

the darkness  and put your hand into the hand of God. That shall be to 

you better than light, and safer than a known way.”�

�

Minnie Louise Haskins�

Monday, January 3�

�

1 John 3:22�4:6�

Matthew 4:12�17, 23�25�

�

Tuesday, January 4�

�

1 John 4:7�10�

Mark 6:34�44�

�

Wednesday, January 5�

�

1 John 4:11�18 �

Mark 6:45�52�

�

Thursday, January 6�

�

1 John 4:19�5:4�

Luke 4:14�22a�

�

�

Friday, January 7�

�

1 John 5:5�13�

Luke 5:12�16�

�

Saturday, January 8�

�

1 John 5:14�21�

John 3:22�30�

�

Sunday, January 9�

�

Isaiah 40:1�5, 9�11�

Titus 2:11�14; 3:4�7�

Luke 3:15�16, 21�22�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Daily Readings 

 

 

Reporting Sexual Abuse 

Individuals with knowledge of sexual abuse by clergy or 

other Church representatives are urged to contact local law 

enforcement and/or the Michigan Attorney General’s Office 

at 844�324�3374 or aginvestigations@michigan.gov. �

�

Individuals also may contact the Archdiocese of Detroit by 

visiting protect.aod.org calling the toll�free, 24/7 victim as-

sistance line at 866�343�8055 or by emailing vac@aod.org. 

There are no time limits or restrictions on individuals wish-

ing to report abuse.�

Every complaint shared with the Archdiocese of Detroit, 

regardless of its source or the date of the alleged activity, is 

reported to civil authorities. No complaints are held back, 

pre�screened or disregarded.�

Mass Intentions 

 

Monday� January 3, 2022 Christmas Weekday 

(White)�

�

7:00 a.m. � Sam & Grace Valenti and Patricia Rudoni�

�

�

Tuesday � January 4, 2022 Saint Elizabeth Ann 

Seton, Religious (White)�

�

7:00 a.m.�  Virgil Medley and the deceased members of the 

Bogos & Najor Families�

�

�

Wednesday January 5, 2022 Saint John Neumann, 

Bishop (White)�

�

7:00 a.m.� John Gaines and Mark Brys�

�

�

Thursday January 6, 2022 Christmas Weekday, 

Saint Andre Bessette, Religious�

� � (White)�

�

7:00 a.m.� Nicholas Garvin�

�

�

Friday� January 7, 2022 Christmas Weekday, 

Saint Raymond of Penafort, Priest 

(White)�

�

7:00 a.m.� George J. Bugarin and Ann Terlescki�

�

�

Saturday� January 8, 2022 Christmas Weekday 

(White)�

�

4:00 p.m.� Jerome Rogier, Brian Truff, Beatrice Ducastel, 

the deceased members of the Goor Family, 

Dominque Liger, Eric Goachet, Hans & 

Elizabeth Stahl, David DePerro, Bob Fannon and 

Prayerful appreciation for the work of the Priests 

and Staff of St. Joan of Arc�

�

6:00 p.m.� A Special Intention for Julie Shellenbarger�

�

�

Sunday � January 9, 2022 Baptism of the Lord 

(White)�

�

8:00 a.m.� For the Intentions of  Saint Joan of Arc �

� � Parishioners�

� �

10:00 a.m.� George Petroff Jr.�

�

12:00 p.m.� Betty Jean Scrivo, Anna Maria Dolunt, Paul 

Michael Shovlin, Judy Kniffin, Robert Lucas, 

Michael Berch �
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Tire Tracks in the d’Arc 

Herbie Goes 

Bananas: 

About 6 weeks 

ago I picked�up 

my new Jeep. 

Like most men, 

I’m not a big 

fan of reading 

the instructions, 

so I was a little 

deflated to find out the new Jeep 

Wrangler user�manual is 500 pages long! 

My engineering mind wants to simplify 

all things, so I had no intention of sitting 

down and reading through a manual. 

Since taking delivery, I have been having 

all kinds of arguments with Bobbi�Jo Jr. 

(that’s the name of my Jeep. She’s a 

country girl). I keep asking her to do the 

things she’s supposed to be willing and 

able to do; like “Siri, set the temperature 

to 67 degrees.”  Use the controls on the 

dash,” Siri snapped back at me. “Alexa.” 

Silence. “Alexa.” Nothing. “ALEXA!!!” 

“Monroe is 1 hour and 2 minutes from 

home.” That’s not what I was asking 

Bobbi�Jo! “It’s Thursday. Would you like 

to go to Monroe?” “No, I wasn’t planning 

on it.” She thinks she knows me.�

�

Last Thursday, I decided after 5 weeks of 

owning the Jeep, it was time to program 

the garage door to open from the button 

on the sun�visor. A 5 minute job I 

thought, in complete denial that this was 

now technically my second attempt to do 

this. This time though, I meant it!  I was 

serious. I told myself that “I just wasn’t 

trying last time,” This time, I discovered 

that the garage door opener has an app for 

my phone. After just 25 minutes of 

struggling with a weak Wi�Fi signal and a 

lost password that I found in the house, 

and not being able to figure out where the 

“Learn” button on the opener was, I did 

it! The app operated the door, from my 

phone. But now I had inadvertently de�

programmed the remote door opener.  

Amazingly, I managed to get the door to 

re�learn to connect to the clicker the first 

time I tried it. Now, if I ignored the app, 

after just a half�hour of work, I was at 

least back where I started. Progress???�

�

Now back to the Jeep sun�visor button. 

While I’d been unsuccessful last time, at 

least then the light had been blinking as 

though it knew I was there doing 

something to it. But this time…. Nothing! 

AND, I was following the rules. Step one, 

step two…. by the book. �

�

Two hours…..two…. long…. Hours. 

FINALLY, the door was closing.  I hadn’t 

even finished my 45th attempt yet…. I 

hadn’t completed the last step, but 

suddenly it was working now. I have no 

idea how. But I wasn’t going to question 

it, and I wasn’t going to make 30 climbs 

up the ladder today after all. Happy with 

my two hours or so of work, I parked the 

vehicle back in the garage and I checked 

the clicker again. Yes... I had de�

programmed it AGAIN! �

�

Unfortunately �now the only choices I 

had to close the door was to use my phone 

and  park outside in the driveway, or go 

get a pillow, park in the garage and spend 

the night in the Jeep, because the door 

would only close form the visor in the car 

while parked in the garage.  I didn’t like 

those options, so back up the ladder I 

went and in quick order I had the clicker 

working again and Bobbi�Jo’s built�in 

visor button worked too! “Yesssss!” I 

thought, “Success! Both working now.”�

So I walked out of the garage and, 

without a second thought, hit the button 

on the keypad outside the garage to close 

the door….. Nothing! I had accidentally 

de�programmed the keypad now. �

�

At this point I was ready to use the other 

button I have in the Jeep that hasn’t 

worked so far….�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

But I regained my composure and 

followed the instructions to reset the 

keypad and it worked. I tested the Jeep 

system, the clicker and the keypad. All 3 

working after just 3 hours! I had slayed 

the giant square�jawed dragon! I walked 

back into the house and hit the second 

clicker, that is on the wall by the house 

door. Nothing! Apparently, when I 

accidentally de�programmed the clicker, I 

had de�programmed both clickers and 

only reset one of them. So I pulled it off 

the wall (it was on Velcro) pushed the 

other clicker on the wall in its place, and 

threw the dead one in a drawer. I hope 

soon to forget where I put it. �

So it was with great bravery that the 

following day I set about attaching an air 

deflector to the leading edge of the hood. 

Jeeps are notorious for stone chips on the 

windshield because the glass is almost 

vertical. The deflector changes the air�

flow and sends small rocks over the roof 

instead of firing them at the glass. I 

attached one end to the inside of the hood 

but the little metal clip and plastic plug on 

other end just didn’t want to fit into the 

hole on the inside of the hood. It was 

getting late and the light was fading and it 

just was not working. �

Then, almost before I knew it, both the 

clip and the plug slipped through the hole 

and fell inside the hood. Now not only 

have I lost the hardware to attach the 

deflector, but these two pieces are 

impossibly stuck inside the two sheet 

metal layers of the hood. �

�

So while Msgr. Mike is perfecting the 

technology to fly the parish remotely 

from a flight deck somewhere in the sky, 

my 3�months at St. Joan of Arc have seen 

me reaching the dizzy heights of being 

able to close a garage door in 12 different 

ways  and turning my car into a giant 

baby rattle that argues with me constantly.�

What’s the moral of this story? I have no 

idea. Know your limits? Know when to 

walk away? Feel free to weigh in! �

�

But, I was struck by a line from the first 

chapter of the Book of Job at daily mass 

this week. I’ve decided that Job is my 

model for handling the challenges of 

2020. Satan tells God that Job is only 

faithful to the Lord because of his 

prosperity and if God were to remove 

anything from him, Job would blaspheme 

God. God knows Job better than that. He 

permits Satan to strip Job of his property 

and even family members by a catalog of 

calamities. Job doesn’t understand why 

all these things are happening, but still he 

concludes: “The Lord gave and the Lord 

has taken away; blessed be the name of 

the Lord!” Ultimately, 42 chapters later, 

God rewards Job for his faithfulness with 

double what he had before.�

�

Through the calamities of our lives, even 

those more serious than a cantankerous 

Jeep and a stubborn garage door, maybe 

we can still find the faith to say, “Blessed 

be the name of the Lord.”�

�

You are in my prayers this week.�

Fr. Andrew � � � adawson@sjascs.org�

Tire Tracks in d’Arc TALLer Tales 

�

Tire Tracks in the d’Arc 

New Year:  

As we 

approached 

the last couple 

of days of 

2021, I heard 

again of one 

of the saddest 

traditions I can recall hearing. 

Apparently, New York City 

celebrates “Good Riddance Day.” 

People are invited to write down all 

the things from the past year to 

which they’d like to say “good 

riddance,” and they are shredded 

and added to the Times Square 

confetti, as those people look 

forward to better times next year. 

And in 12 months, I’m sure they 

will be saying the same things 

again. �

It strikes me as a terrible way to 

miss just how blessed we are and 

how God, even in the midst of 

difficulties, tragedies and 

challenges, never ignores us, never 

stops blessing us. �

Tragedies sometimes occur, but we 

always have something to be 

thankful for. Sometimes, though we 

get blinded to what it good and 

allow ourselves to be fixated on the 

negative. If our hope is in some 

utopian experience in this present 

world, I’ll confidently say it won’t 

be this year, or next. And it’s not 

likely to be the one after that either. 

We will only find happiness and 

make sense of the events of the 

coming year if our hope is not in 

the ideal of a year without trouble, 

but in the Lord. Jesus never 

promised us a life without struggle; 

He promised the Christian would 

face struggle.�

What if we were to enter this New 

Year with a thankful disposition 

instead of a negative one? What if 

we could take off the blinders that 

stop us seeing either side of 

whatever is troubling us now? 

Could we ever dare to remember 

that God has blessed us so much 

already and plans on continuing to 

do so? Do we ever consider that 

each one of us was a deliberate 

thought of God, who willed us into 

existence in the first place and 

maintains our life to the extent that 

if He no longer intended us to be 

here on earth, He would have 

simply removed His Will. �

We are so blessed, in so many ways 

that we so probably come to 

expect�as though they are ours by 

right. I often comment in 

confession to the penitent that they 

are wearing shoes. So far I have 

never seen anyone come into the 

confessional without shoes. And 

yet around 1 billion people in the 

world own either no shoes 

whatsoever or inadequate footwear 

to protect their feet from infection. 

But when was the last time any of 

us thanked God for our shoes? It’s 

just an example of the smallest of 

things that we can so easily 

overlook while we are busy being 

distracted by all the bad things we 

encounter and hear about in our 

world. �

This world, and our community, 

would be a much kinder place if we 

were all working to develop a 

culture of gratitude. Sin comes 

from the focus on ourselves; 

gratitude pulls out of us a focus on 

others. �

I have been pondering a phrase I 

heard recently, “Life is local.” The 

point is that there is so much going 

on in our world and in the news 

that can cause us to be distracted, 

angered, anxious, frustrated, upset. 

And while the events that happen 

out there, whether it be in our own 

country, elsewhere in the world can 

affect us in the long�term and we 

should be aware of them, if you ask 

most people what’s really 

important to them, most people will 

likely see through all those things 

and would tell you that it’s their 

family, and their health, having a 

roof over their head and food on 

the table to eat. And if those are the 

things we care out, let’s not miss 

seeing them and expressing 

gratitude for them. Focusing on 

“the local” in our lives can be a 

way to keep out the anxiety caused 

by all that is not the way we would 

hope in this world. If we begin this 

year with the expectation that this 

finally will be the perfect year, 

we’re probably setting ourselves up 

for disappointment. But if we begin 

the year making it a goal to 

recognize just how generous God is 

to us, it could bring great peace to 

our hearts. 2022 is likely not be a 

utopian year, but will assuredly 

bring with it many blessings, 

challenges and opportunities to be a 

blessing to others and to come to 

know the Lord in a deeper way.�

Along the way, we’d all do well to 

take a leaf from the writings of the 

14th Century mystic, St. Julian of 

Norwich. Considering the mystery 

of God’s love for us, Julian asked: 

“Ah, good Lord, how could all 

things be well, because of the great 

harm which has come through sin 

to your creatures?” �

�

Of the response she heard from 

God, she wrote: “And so our good 

Lord answered all the questions 

and doubts which I could raise, 

saying most comfortingly: ‘I make 

all things well, and I can make all 

things well, and I shall make all 

things well, and I will make all 

things well; and you will see for 

yourself that every kind of thing 

will be well.’ ... And in these words, 

God wishes us to be enclosed in 

rest and peace.”�

Happy New Year!�

�

You are in my prayers this week.�

Fr. Andrew  �adawson@sjascs.org�
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Readings for the Baptism of the Lord 
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Prayers Needed 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

PRAY FOR OUR MEN & WOMEN IN THE MILITARY 

Pray for the Sick List: Please note that we regularly clear the “Pray for the Sick List” because the list grows beyond 

our space allocation and we don’t always hear from people when they’ve gotten better.  If you would like to add a person 

please call the Parish Center front desk at 586.777.3670 or send an email to our general inbox at info@sjascs.org. 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF 

Joseph R. Biden Jr.�

�

 

AIR FORCE 

Dan Adams�

Charles Bartlett�

James A. Brannigan�

Robert C. Carden�

Kevin Conley�

Maria Marable�

Hector M. Martinez�

Jacob Milatz�

R. Connor Montgomery�

Martin Rodriguez�

Dave Russell�

�

ARMY 

Tom Barrett�

Samuel Baur�

Richard Brown�

Nathan Dickerson�

Greg DeMoss�

Brian C. Ellis�

Thaddeus Kapuscinski�

Joseph R. Kozlinski�

Michelle Kuznia, DDS�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Greg Lietz�

Chris Listilla�

Daniel Meagher�

Kyle Richardson�

Christopher Scholz�

John C. Tramazzo�

Dan Travis�

Joseph VanDusen�

David Weise�

Edward Williams�

Samantha Williams�

Timothy L. Wilt III�

�

MARINE CORPS 

Daniel Allen�

Arthur J. Barron�

David Chute�

Kyle Cichowski�

John DuBay Jr.�

David J. Kennedy�

Daniel Klein�

Paul Koss�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Matthew Krugler�

Jeffrey LaTour�

John Lewins�

Justin Lienemann�

Nick Lienemann�

Michael Light�

David Light�

Ryan McCarthy�

Lee Michael�

Thomas Reichling�

Frank Schuster�

Daniel Sparkman�

Tom Stevenson�

Christopher Venditti�

 

NAVY 

Daniel Bahr�

Brody J. Fitzgerald�

Jason Gaidis�

Joseph Goeddeke�

Fr. John Kaul�

Frankie Kocis�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Joseph Marable�

Tom Miller, Jr�

Anthony M. Morgan �

Leonardo Pastoria�

Luciano Pastoria �

John Patterson�

Andrew Seator�

 

COAST GUARD 

Michael Franklin�

Judy Knox�

Christopher Rogers�

Norma Ray Smihal�

Nan Wise�

 

NATIONAL GUARD 

Robert Douglas III�

William DuBay�

Andrew Barth�

Geri Beaugrand�

Theresa Bertelsen�

Lori Cardosi�

Rose Marie Carroll�

Alex Chapp�

Paul Chernichy�

Ed Cole�

Mary Ellen Cooper�

Victoria Cornwell�

James Czech�

Steven D’Arca�

David Damm�

Ellen Dancy�

Joan DeDene�

Lucy Dedene�

Sharon Deller�

Catherine DeRose�

Nick DiCresce�

Grace Dickerson�

George Dickerson�

Julie Doty�

Marie Durfee�

Marie DuPont�

Louise Fetherolf�

Taylor Fisher�

Nora Anne Francis�

Sylvia Gentile�

Pamela Gervasoni�

Jane Gora�

Larry Graham�

Geoffrey Greve�

James Gutowski�

Rich Hanselman�

Barbara Hanus�

Alleyn Hunt�

Dr. Lori Karol�

Marilyn Kiefer�

Thomas Kler�

Charlie Kolodziejski�

Catherine Konen�

Edward Krappmann�

Al Kraska�

Concetta Leone�

Dotty Lubinski�

Janet Malaski�

Christopher Manning�

Joan Mannino�

Lee Majewski�

Ed Marosso�

Karen McMahon�

Charlotte Miller�

Dee Misuraca�

Mark Moffitt�

Jennie Mooney�

Jim Moore�

Christy Nehro�

Jessica Nehro�

Toni Pantano�

Fern Pascany�

Wayne Pepper�

Gasper Piazza�

Frank Poeschel�

Salvatore Promesso�

Tracy Rauch�

Larry Rybicki�

Sr. Alice Riegel�

Suzanne Roland�

Jennifer Rose�

Victoria Rydholm�

Doreen Saur�

Alex Scapini�

Dianne Schelosky�

Ann Simmonds�

Terri Smigels�

Kathleen Smith�

Cathy Spindler�

Robert Stasak�

Virginia Stieber �

Beverly Taylor                             

James Thompson�

Maxine Uniewski�

Eileen Wallace�

Audrey Weekley�

Joseph Whalen�
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Bringing Home the Word 
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Bringing Home the Word 
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Jim Pauley Plumbing
ELECTRIC SEWER 

& DRAIN CLEANING
Repairs • Remodeling

Guaranteed Work Master Plumber
Free Estimates • Senior Rates

Call Jim 586-296-3109
10% COUPON

21711 Greater Mack, St. Clair Shores, MI 
586-774-0393

We are a full-service eye center 
specializing in the treatment of

 cataract and glaucoma
Full service optical shop on premise 

Michigan’s first Excimer Laser Center!

DOWNEY’S 
PLUMBING

All Types of
Plumbing Repairs

Sewers Cleaned Electrically
- 24 Hour Service -

10% Senior Discount
VISA/MC/Disc Accepted
— (586) 775-2441 —

Licensed Master Plumber

INDEPENDENT LIVING
AND MEMORY CARE

28801 Jefferson Ave. • St. Clair Shores

Call to Make an
Appointment to Tour

(586) 218-6228
www.lakeshoreseniorlivingscs.com

ROOFING •  GUTTERS 
Licensed	 Insured

$100 OFF
Every Tear-Off

$50 OFF Every Re-Roof
Quality Workmanship • References
FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREE ESTIMATES
12 Months Same As Cash & 

other payment options available

586-791-0740
www.whites-roofing.com

White’s Home 
Improvements, Inc.

“ROOFS DONE RIGHT BY WHITE”

EARL J. WEIL & SON
PLUMBING SERVICE

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR OVER 75 YEARS
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS

Boiler • Water Heaters
Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Replace Galvanized Piping

586-775-2205
STATE LICENSED MASTER PLUMBER - LIC #07108

27250 Harper, St. Clair Shores

Bob Dube
Plumbing 

Serving the Area for 40 Years

—313-886-3897—
Your Pandora Jewelry Source

Charms, Beads, Bracelets, Earrings, Necklaces and More!
28525 HARPER	 ST. CLAIR SHORES 	 586-774-2100

Lakeview Pediatrics

Accepting new patients from 
newborn up to 21 years of age

Kendra Maurer, MD
20225 E. Nine Mile Road
Suite 100
St. Clair Shores

586-772-1090

creative landscaping
586-759-6884

	 • Weekly Lawn Cutting
	 • Shrub/Hedge Trimming
	 • Sod Removal & Replacement
	 • Brick Pavers & Garden Walls
IF YOU CAN ENVISION IT, WE CAN CREATE IT!

586.899.5565
T.FINCHAM@YAHOO.COM
WWW.FINCHAMRE.COM

Call for a Tour 586-498-4500
26101 Jefferson Ave., North of 10 Mile, St. Clair Shores, MI48081

• Signature Neighborhood Life Style Concept
• Delicious Seasonal Menus
• Spiritual, Social, Educational & Cultural Activities
• 24/7 On-Site Personal Assistance
• Respite Care plus so much more!

CranberryPark.net

A Shared Campus 
with Shorepointe 

Health & 
Rehabilitation 

Offers a 
Continuum of Care

	 27830 Gratiot Ave. • Roseville	 28433 Jefferson Ave. • St. Clair Shores	 35201 Garfield Rd. • Clinton Twp.
	 586.775.1911	 586.775.2424	 586.792.5000

Serving our Communities Since 1927
www.kaulfuneralhome.com

Contact Dave Polansky
to place an ad today! 

DPolansky@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6326 

FOKSA PAINTING & SERVICES
Custom Interior & Exterior Painting

Drywall Replacement & Repair • Texture
Powerwashing • Deck Sealing

	 Jeff Foksa • 248-705-4903
	 10% Senior Discount
	 Insured

Great Lakes Family
Probate & Estates pllc
l e g a l  pl  a n n i n g  f o r  y o u r  f u t u r e

(888) 554-5373 • www.glfpe.com

Kimberly Crank Browning
PARISHIONER

Nursing Home and In-Home Visits Available
10% DISCOUNT TO PARISHIONERS

Elder Law
Powers of Attorney

Wills & Trusts 
Advanced Directives

Medicaid Planning
Estate Planning

Asset Protection
Probate

Long Term Care Planning

FREE
NO OBLIGATION 

CONFIDENTIAL 
CONSULTATION

Mary Aubrey-Rogers 
— Realtor —

313-319-5679

Happy Holidays from My Family to Yours! 
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EASTWOOD CARPET
Sales & Service

“Buy with Confidence”
22924 Mack Ave. • SCS

(586) 773-1111
Serving the Community for 55 Years

GILBERT’S
PRO HARDWARE, INC.
Second Generation Serving

Eastsiders Since 1949
21912 Harper, St. Clair Shores

776-9532
www.mrhardware.com

Over 100 Years of Family Service Since 1904
www.wasikfuneralhome.com

11470 13 Mile, West of Hoover
Warren, Michigan

(586) 751-3131

49150 Schoenherr Rd., North of 22 Mile
Shelby Township, MI 48315

(586) 532-8600

Wasik Funeral Home

Dr. William Krieg and Dr. Brynn Jezdimir
586.772.6090       www.lakepointeortho.com

LEAD CERT.

HOMERUN
CONSTRUCTION

No Job Too Small, Lic. Builder & Ins.
New Homes, Additions, Remodeling,
Kitchens + Baths, Painting, Fin. Bsmts

	 VINCE  
		 (586) 703-4020
	 homerunconstruction@wowway.com

www.RedBaronEnterprises.com

313-408-1166
Free Estimates

Check us out on Facebook!

“We’re Your 
To Do List Handymen”

Grosse Pointe Resident

• Painting
• Masonry
• Roofing
• Gutters

Snow Plowing
Lawn Care by Curt

(586) 552-3870

HELP WANTED
CNC Lathe and CNC Mills 

Looking for a career change or to start  
a career in advanced manufacturing? 

We are hiring and willing to train motivated  
individuals for positions including CNC Lathe  

and CNC Mills. 
We offer competitive wages with a generous 

benefit package including Health, Dental, Life, 401K 
and profit sharing. Clean, modern shop. Day shift 
position with locations in Warren and Eastpointe.

For More Information 
Call: (313) 407-2991 or (313) 801-3096
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DUST BUNNY
BUSTERS

HOME & COMMERCIAL
CLEANING

References Available
Family Parishioner Member

(586) 808-3356

Parishioner

S.C.S.

Senior 
Citizens 
Discount

Roofing • Gutters • Bricking
Over 30 years of “Referral Based Business”
FREE ESTIMATES
(586) 772-0402
LICENSED & INSURED

Robert L. Hindelang, P.C.
The Attorney-CPA Bow-Tie Guy

313-886-4450
18430 Mack Avenue | Grosse Pointe Farms | RLH@Hindelang.us

• Estate Planning & Probate 
• Business & Commercial Law
• Corporation- LLC Set Up & Operation
• Commercial Litigation & Collection

Pam Mowatt, CPCU, CLU, ChFC	 (313) 886-3060
Agent	 pam@pammowatt.com
	 “Proudly serving insurance needs throughout Michigan.
	 Auto, home, renters, condo, rental properties, business, workers
	 compensation, life, disability, and many other products and
	services to fit your needs.  Call me today – I would love to help you!”

Being
there
is why
I’m here.

20563 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

www.pammowatt.com

The Doctor’s ChoiceThe Doctor’s Choice for Chronic Pain Relief
ST. CLAIR SHORES CLINIC

22237 Greater Mack Ave., St. Clair Shores
Phone (586) 204-5885

For more locations & information please visit
www.neilkingpt.com or call

(844) 275-9847

1-800-VERHEYDEN
1-800-837-4393

 www.verheyden.org

“The Same 
Always to All”warren

detroit
eastpointe
grosse pointe
clinton township

JOE’SJOE’S
TRAILER SALESTRAILER SALES

Trailer Repairs, Hitches & WiringTrailer Repairs, Hitches & Wiring
24953 Harper Ave. • St. Clair Shores24953 Harper Ave. • St. Clair Shores

586.771.9499586.771.9499
joestrailersales.netjoestrailersales.net

(248) 542-7850
$20.00 OFF any plumbing work

Free Estimates

586-445-6455 | WWW.JJROOFING.COM

PROVIDING QUALITY 
ROOFING SERVICES 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS.
Call J&J Roofing Today

Marianne Mouton
Parishioner
586.489.8516
mmouton@kw.com
19853 Mack Ave • Grosse Pointe

FLO ABKE, GRIFLO ABKE, GRI
Associate Broker

19900 E. 10 Mile Rd., Suite 104
St. Clair Shores, MI, 48080

Cell: (313) 378-3376
floabke@mirealsource.com

www.floabke.com

ShorePointe Health & 
Rehabilitation Center 

26001 Jefferson Ave., St. Clair Shores, MI  48081
586-779-7000

optalishealthcare.com/shorepointe

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

&
Home Inspections

Free Estimates • Veteran & Senior Discounts
dnarestorations@gmail.com586-252-9226 586-808-1677

Masonry
Brick Work

Tuckpointing / Rebuilds
Chimney, Cap & Flue Repair

Precast Steps
Patio Pavers / Repairs

Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Doors
Storm Doors
Moldings & Trim
Tile & Backsplashes
Finished Basements

Plumbing? Sewer? Drain Problems? ... We Can Help

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
586-501-8479

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE 24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE
Licensed & Insured

Master PlumberSENIOR DISCOUNTS

Tamara A. 
Wilfinger
Licensed Insurance Agent

Health • Medicare • Life • Dental • Vision 
Accidents • Hospital • Recovery Care & more
Personalized Service • Finding the Coverage You Need

Call me at 586-604-7632 
for HELP with all 

your insurance needs

79 Macomb Place, Mt. Clemens, 48043
586.604.7632 • tammy@whl-mi.com
www.wilfingerhealthandlife.com

Medicare Annual Enrollment 
Oct 15th - Dec 7th

Call Me For Information & Enrollment

Guiding You through All Phases of Life
Trustworthy • Friendly • Knowledgeable

WWW.SAFETYONEELECTRIC.COM


