
13th Sunday in Ordinary Time  �  June 28, 2020�

�

When we were baptized, we were baptized into Christ’s death. Take a moment to ponder these profound words. We 

were baptized into death. In every sense of the word, we are asked to die. This is not just about our final death but 

about daily deaths due to inconvenience, discomfort, pain, loss, or others’ needs. This is an incredible epiphany given 

the way we very often approach our lives. We do everything to avoid death, let alone encounter it! Many avoid pain, 

discomfort, inconvenience, uneasiness, change, interference, and suffering of any kind. We put a lot of energy into 

finding the easiest and least inconvenient way through many things. Even holding the door open for a stranger or 

saying hello to someone in the store can be major undertakings.�

�

We are called to die. One of the biggest wake�up calls we can have is realizing that life is not about us! There are 

millions of other people sharing life on this planet with whom I have a relationship. Does my life celebrate those 

relationships? The most distracting question we can ask is, “What do I want to do?” The more focused, faith�filled 

question is, “What do I need to do?” What I need to do may not be what I want to do. However, asking this question 

more frequently will teach us how to more purposefully and intentionally live so we can be a life giving vessel for 

others. When we learn to live more sacrificially, to put the needs of others before our own, and to not always seek our 

own self�interest, we become aware of what baptism into Christ’s death is really all about. These are the roots of virtue 

and the seedbed for justice, tolerance, solidarity, love, and peace.�

�

Learning how to accept all the “small deaths” and sacrifices life calls us to teaches us how to approach our final death. 

All deaths ask us to empty ourselves into something or someone else. Whether we empty ourselves into the heart and 

soul of another human being or empty ourselves into God at the moment of our final death, new life is always received 

and nurtured. A heart that exclusively seeks its own interest is a heart that is closed to love. A heart that pours itself out 

to others and is content with being emptied is a heart that has been touched by and open to mercy. It is a heart that 

overflows with joy. � � � � � � � � � � � �   ©LPi�

June 28, 2020   �   Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time�
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�

�

�

Fall Registration materials will be sent in mid�

August.�

�

HOME ASSIGNMENTS:�

The lessons have ended but I am still accepting 

assignments.  If you have not completed the 

assignments from the Easter, April 21

st

 and April 

28

th

 lessons, please do so ASAP.   �

�

MISSED SACRAMENTS�

We are happy to offer Sacramental Preparation 

for anyone who has missed a Sacrament: (Baptism, 

Reconciliation, 1

st

 Communion or Confirmation).  We 

have classes for children, teens, or adults.  Please 

call the Religious Ed. office for information. �

�

Mary Fortunate DRE�

586 772�5434 �

stbasilreligioused@comcast.net�

Faith Formation�

�

WEEKLY SCHEDULE�

�

Monday, June 29, 2020�

8:0am� Reconciliation / C�

8:30am� Mass / C�

�

Tuesday, June 30, 2020�

12:00pm�Adoration / C�

6:20pm� Reconciliation / C�

6:30pm� Rosary & Benediction / C�

7:00pm� Mass / C�

�

Wednesday, July 1, 2020�

8:00am� Reconciliation / C�

8:30am� Mass / C�

�

Thursday, July 2, 2020�

�

�

Friday, July 3, 2020�

Parish Office Closed�

8:00 am� Reconciliation / C�

8:30am� Mass / C �

6:00pm� Rosary / C�

�

Saturday, July 4, 2020�

3:00pm� Reconciliation / C�

4:00pm� Mass / C�

�

Sunday, July 5, 2020�

8:30am� Mass / C �

10:30am�Mass / C�

Blessed Are Those�

Who Have Died in the Lord�

�

Michael P. Spicher�

Born into life: March 21, 1962�

Born into eternal life: June 10, 2020�

�

Mass of the Resurrection�

June 17, 2020�

St. Basil the Great�

Rev. Eric Fedewa, presiding�

�

Survived by son, Matthew�

father, Paul �

siblings: Cynthia (James), �

Janette (Steven) and Sandra�

many nieces and nephews�

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++�

Barbara Kostrzewski�

Born into life: January 6, 1960�

Born into eternal life: June 12, 2020�

�

Mass of the Resurrection�

June 19, 2020�

St. Basil the Great�

Rev. Eric Fedewa, presiding�

�

Survived by husband, Steve�

brother, Dale (Judith)�

niece and nephews�

First Communion at St. Veronica June 21, 2020�
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Fr. Eric’s Exposé: �

�

Great Ar�cle on The Necessity of Prayer When Addressing Injus�ce (conclusion)�

� Here is the rest of the ar�cle by Fr. Stephen Pullis (wri�en June 12, 2020) that we started last week:�

�

“The call to follow Jesus is not for the half�hearted. His words at the Sermon on the Mount, “love your 

enemies and pray for those who persecute you,” are non�nego�able and permit no excep�on. (Mt. 5:44) 

Our response to racism and every other social injus�ce must include prayer for those who oppose 

precisely that for which we stand.�

This demand from Jesus is striking in its absoluteness. Praying for our enemies does not come natural to us because 

something more than nature is required to fulfill this command. Jesus’ words are supernatural and his command to do the 

supernatural comes with the corresponding grace to accomplish it. He gives us the capacity to do in him what we cannot do 

by nature. Seeking jus�ce is natural but loving our enemies is supernatural.�

Why should we pray for our enemies? Every sin has a self�corrosive effect and this is no less true of racism: “the 

perpetrator of racial prejudice disfigures his own understanding of right and wrong and obscures his ability to see truth 

through the light of the Gospel.” (Agents for a New Crea�on pastoral note) We pray for those who stand against racial 

jus�ce because they are created in God’s image and loved by Jesus, even to the point of his shedding his own blood for 

them: “But God proves his love for us in that while we were s�ll sinners Christ died for us.” (Rm. 5:7) We pray for our 

enemies because God loves our enemies just as he loves us. As fellow sinners, we pray for those who perpetuate the sin of 

racism so that it may be blo9ed out from their hearts and their conversion (and ours) may bring each of us to God’s 

kingdom.�

Praying for our enemies is also a powerful witness to the transforma�ve power of the Gospel. It is natural to be 

angry and lash out as a result of oppression. We see this �me a;er �me from vic�ms of a crime who desire to get even with 

one’s perpetrators, either actual or symbolic. Yet, those who have given their lives over to Christ offer a striking witness to 

God’s love. Nowhere has this been more evident than in the courtroom tes�mony of Brandt Jean, who last October publicly 

forgave the woman who murdered his brother and sealed his forgiveness with an embrace. Nothing short of God’s grace 

could bring this about.�

Men and women of prayer are a necessary leaven to any movement of social jus�ce. Surely there are non�religious 

people who are a part of these movements � that is great. One can find many areas of common ground with non�religious 

people in this pursuit and these can even lead to opportuni�es for sharing the Gospel founda�ons for our convic�ons. But 

devoid of a God�centered worldview, movements for jus�ce o;en turn violent and callous, crea�ng new vic�ms. Prayer 

tempers our basest desires to take advantage of these emo�ons for our own gain or for evil ends.�

History, recent and long past, reminds us that without God’s grace, our human nature is capable of great evil. Even well�

inten�oned plans � like peaceful demonstra�ons against injus�ce � can go seriously wrong without the media�ng 

influence of prayer. When these movements are infused with prayer, they are anchored in the deepest good, and the 

strongest truth: God himself.�

Those of us in the Catholic Church � and all 

men and women of good will � who join these 

broader movements for social jus�ce have the 

poten�al to be part of something great in the weeks 

and months ahead. But we cannot be like Martha, 

blinded by the amount of work to be done. Jesus 

wants us to have the heart of Mary, ready to pull 

away at �mes and sit before him, listening a9en�vely 

to his words and sharing our hearts with him. If our 

social ac�on seeks a more just and more peaceful 

society, we must be men and women of humble, deep 

and consistent prayer. St. Martha, pray for us to be 

people of ac�on. St. Mary, teach us to pray well.”�

�

In Christ through Mary,�

Fr. Eric Fedewa�
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�

�

Dear Ones,�

�

Today’s Gospel (Matthew 10:37�42) is part of the “Mission Discourse” (v. 16�42 of Matthew) in which Jesus 

describes the cost of a missionary life.  Those who follow Jesus’s request to share the Gospel face self�

imposed rigors from within and they face dangers from without.  Missionaries (that is you and me, my friends) 

must first remember that they are heralds of the messianic reign of peace.  Tribulations should not be a 

surprise to Christian missionaries, since we are following in the footsteps of our teacher, Jesus Christ.�

�

Jesus’ purpose is not to create division, but his coming provokes opposing responses.  The sayings in verses 

37�39 underscore the utter attachment to Jesus that is demanded of a disciple.  A disciple who does not love 

his or her own family members and who does not recognize God’s love revealed in those closest at hand will 

not be able to share that divine love with outsiders.  However, the disciple must be willing to subordinate their 

attachment to what they love best � family and even their own life � for the sake of Jesus and his mission.�

�

It is a lofty challenge for us to be Christ’s followers today.  Jesus’ message is about redemption rather than 

perfection.  Welcoming him into our lives with our little acts of love and sacrifice matters � just as those who 

give even a little cup of water will be rewarded.  We too can find life through our faithfulness to God.  The 

story of Elisha in the first reading (2 Kings 4:8�11,14�16) illustrates this.�

�

In the second reading (Romans 6:3�4,8�11), Paul reminds us that God’s spirit dwells in us. When have I 

been most aware of the Holy Spirit’s presence in me?  In the Prayer Over the Offerings, we pray that our 

“deeds . . .  may be worthy of these sacred gifts”.  How is my life showing signs of Christ’s sacrificial 

love? What act might I do today to show my faith in Jesus?�

�

Monday, June 29 is the feast of St. Peter and St. Paul.  According to tradition, both were martyred in Rome 

and have been honored from the earliest days.  Jesus changed Simon’s name to Peter which means “rock” 

in Greek.  Jesus told Peter that it was on this rock that he would build his Church. Acts described Peter as 

the “chief of the apostles and from the middle of the 3

rd

 century onward, the bishops of Rome (the Popes) 

were recognized as the successors of Peter.  Paul, the “apostle of the Gentiles” was born a Roman citizen in 

Tarsus and educated as a Pharisee.  His experience of the risen Christ resulted in his conversion.  Like 

these two great apostles, may we offer ourselves fully to Christ’s service no matter what the cost.�

�

God loves sparrows.  Their “sparrowness” gives  

God constant delight.  Those who seem small and  

insignificant still have value. 

 

Have a blessed and joy�filled week,�

Sister Mary Kay Homan, OP�

Musings From Mary Kay�
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WHO ARE YOUR HEROES? 

�

Some children were recently asked who their heroes were.  Many of the children had no answer.  Adults 

o�en have the same response.  Without heroes we feel abandoned to blaze our own trail, we lack 

direc�on and we have li le energy for noble causes.   In these troubling �mes when presiden�al greats 

like George Washington and Abraham Lincoln are being maligned by the media, when sports figures who 

show great talent on the sports field live less than exemplary lives, who can our children turn to?  Who 

can we turn to?�

�

The Saints are forgo en heroes and we need to make then more known today, for children and adults.  

These are noble men and women who led exemplary virtuous lives and have blazed the trail for us.  

Reading of their great courage and great holiness can inspire us to take up causes we may have never 

considered before.�

�

In his book, “Catholicism in the �me of the Corona Virus”. (available from Word on Fire), author Stephen 

Bullivant introduces some li le�known saints who experienced plagues, epidemics, and quaran�nes.  He 

shows the great effect the Chris�ans had on civiliza�on during epidemics in the early years of the 

church.  He exposes “the role that such pandemics�and Chris�ans’ response to them, which differed 

from other people’s�played in the ul�mate Chris�aniza�on of the Roman Empire”.  Here is an excerpt 

presen�ng some saints who showed heroic bravery and holiness:�

�

St. Henry Morse (1595�1645) and St. John Southworth (c. 1592�1654) ministered illegally to London’s 

Catholics during a seventeenth�century outbreak of plague.  Both were later martyred for these and 

other “crimes”. �

�

At the age of four, St. Kateri Tekakwitha (1656� 1680) lost her parents and brother during one of several 

smallpox epidemics that devastated Na�ve American popula�ons. Though she herself recovered from 

the disease, her health therea�er was always poor, and she bore the scars for the rest of her life. It also 

le� her par�ally blind, hence her Mohawk name Tekakwitha or “She Who Bumps Into Things.” Having 

converted to Catholicism at nineteen, she died at the age of twenty�four. �

�

Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos (1819�1867), born in Germany, joined the Redemptorists with the 

inten�on of being a missionary in America. A�er s�nts in Pennsylvania (including as curate to St. John 

Neumann in Pi sburgh) and Maryland, in 64 1866 he was assigned to a parish in New Orleans. He died 

there the following year, visi�ng the sick in the midst of a yellow fever outbreak. �

�

Another Blessed, Engelmar Unzei�g (1911� 1945), was arrested by the Gestapo in 1941 for preaching in 

defense of the Jews. Imprisoned in the Dachau concentra�on camp, he volunteered to serve 

quaran�ned inmates who were infected with typhoid. He contracted and died from the disease himself, 

and was bea�fied as a “martyr of charity” (similar to St. Maximilian Kolbe) in 2016. �

�

All of these heavenly friends can help guide us through this �me of sickness and anxiety. They’ve been 

here before and know the way forward.”�

UNLEASHING THE GOSPEL �

AT ST. BASIL THE GREAT�



You are invited to St. Basil the Great’s 

new 

Contemplative Rosary Group 

 

Friday evenings from 6:00-7:00 pm in 

the Church  

 

A contemplative rosary is 

designed to meditate slowly  

on each decade 

and listen for the Holy Spirit’s voice. 

Be blessed by an entire hour of prayer. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
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       Readings for the Week of June 28, 2020�

�

�

�

Sunday:� 2 Kgs 4:8�11, 14�16a/Ps 89:2�3, 16�17, �

� �    18�19 [2a]/Rom 6:3�4, 8�11/Mt 10:37�42 �

Monday:� Acts 12:1�11/Ps 34:2�3, 4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [5b]�

� �    2 Tm 4:6�8, 17�18/Mt 16:13�19�

Tuesday:� Am 3:1�8; 4:11�12/Ps 5:4b�6a, 6b�7, 8 [9a]�

� �    Mt 8:23�27�

Wednesday:� Am 5:14�15, 21�24/Ps 50:7, 8�9, 10�11, �

� �    12�13, 16bc�17 [23b]/Mt 8:28�34�

Thursday:� Am 7:10�17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10cd]�

� �    Mt 9:1�8�

Friday:� � Eph 2:19�22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]�

� �    Jn 20:24�29�

Saturday:� Am 9:11�15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11�12, �

� �    13�14 [cf. 9b]/Mt 9:14�17�

Next Sunday:� Zec 9:9�10/Ps 145:1�2, 8�9, 10�11, �

� �    13�14 [cf. 1]/Rom 8:9, 11�13/Mt 11:25�30�

John Achatz�

Marge Balek�

Kathy Black�

Brennan Family�

Joan Bryant�

Judith Catoni�

Jeanne Chrisman�

Luke Joseph Convery�

D’Ippoliti Family�

Margaret Donahue�

Anna Gottler�

Donald Griak�

Nancy Guziak�

Mary Hamann�

Anna Kelly�

John Klucznik�

Koval Family�

Legato Family�

James McLarnon, III�

Moussalli Family�

Harold Muzzi�

Cecilia Plotzke�

Imad Shkoukani�

Don Stocker�

Taglione Family�

Thom Family�

Vince Vespa�

June Watts�

Our Offertory Stewardship �

06/21/2020 Collection�

�

We received in gratitude to God�

�

Total envelopes sent out………………..243�

Total envelopes received……………..….54�

Amount offered to God in Envelopes�����������������������$2,501.00�

Amount offered to God in Loose Collection���������������$947.00�

On Line Giving���������������������������������������������������������������������$�

�

TOTAL COLLECTION RECEIVED����������������������$3,448.00�

�

Weekly budget requirement��������������������������������������$4,200.00�

If would like to receive the parish weekly bulletin via email, go to 

www.parishesonline.com to find our parish and sign yourself up 

for the bulletin email alert each week. The bulletin will 

automatically be emailed to you.�

Come and spend one hour adoring Christ’s 

Presence in the Holy Eucharist every 

Tuesday from 12:00pm until 6:30pm. We 

now have a book for you to sign 

when spending time with the 

Lord.  It would be good to have 

someone in the church at all 

times during Adoration. At the 

conclusion of Adoration there is 

a Rosary, Perpetual Help 

Novena, Benediction then Mass. 

(Confession 6:20).�

Saturday, July 4� Lector�

4:00pm�

Dennis Kulaszewski�

Sunday, July 5� �

8:30am�

John Moses�

� �

10:30am�

Sharon Brosofski�
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Sacramental Ministry�

�

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM�

Scheduled throughout the year. An interview and one session of Baptismal 

Catechesis for parents will be scheduled. Sponsors are invited to the session.�

R.C.I.A.�

People of different Christian traditions or Non�Christians are invited to explore 

our faith through the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.) Please call 

Faith Formation.�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION�

Mon, Wed & Fri 8am, Tues 6:20pm and Saturday 3pm. �

�

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY�

Arrangements are made at least six months in advance with the Pastor.�

VISITATION OF THE SICK�

A Priest or LPM will be available upon request. Parishioners are urged to take the 

Eucharist to their confined family after Mass.�

�

�

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK�

This sacrament is celebrated once a year at a special Mass or upon request.�

Thank you for joining our parish family today to pray and share in 

the Eucharist. Our Pastoral Staff cares about you and wants to do 

OUR best to welcome you and to be a reflection of Christ’s love to 

you and your loved ones. Please let us know how we may help you 

by contacting us at the office.�

Mon., June 29� St. Peter and St. Paul�

8:30am� † Kathleen Rourke, req. by Family�

�

�

�

Tues., June 30� Weekday�

7:00pm � † Priests of the AOD�

�

�

�

Wed., July 1� � St. Junipero Serra�

8:30am� † Kathleen Rourke, req. by Family�

�

�

�

�

Fri., July 3� � St. Thomas, Apostle�

8:30am� The Parish Family of St. Basil the Great�

� �

�

�

Sat., July 4� � Weekday�

4:00pm� † Leonard Stencel�7th Anniversary, req. by wife, Maryan�

� Blessings for Family and Friends, req. by Zaglaniczny Family�

�

�

�

Sun., July 5� � 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

8:30am� † John Harning, req. by Tom & Rita Harning�

�

10:30am� † Maria Lombardi, req. by Family�

Parish Organizations�

�

�

�

LADIES GUILD�

Dorothy Singel������������������������������(586) 778�4106�

�

�

PINOCHLECLUB�

Betty Rondy����������������������������������(586) 337�3288�

Karen Robert���������������������������������(586) 747�6812�

�

�

SAN LORENZO RUIZ GROUP�

Billie Go Belen�����������������������������(313) 690�3009�

�

�

SENIOR CLUB�

Mary Accardo�������������������������������(586) 776�2471�

�

�

ST. VINCENT de PAUL�(586) 777�5610 ext 101�

�

�

USHERS CLUB�

Ed Lempke������������������������������������(586) 771�6893�

�

�

�

Commission Chairpersons�

�

PARISH OUTREACH�

Mrs. Ed Lempke����������������������������(586) 771�6893�

�

FINANCE�

�

�

EVANGELISM�

Judy Williford�������������������������������(586) 222�6872�

�

�

Parish Council�

CHAIRPERSON�

Marianne Schmitz�������������������������(586) 779�5571�

�

VICE CHAIRPERSON�

�

RECORDING SECRETARY�

Eileen McDonald��������������������������(586) 246�3747�

�

�

PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS:�

Dennis Kulaszewski����������������������(586) 773�8237�

�

Saint Basil the Great Catholic Church�

Parish  Office  Directory�

�

Bulletin article deadline is the Friday (the week before 

publication) by Noon�

�

Parish Center� Parish Office (586) 777�5610�

22851 Lexington Ave� Fax   (586) 779�3341�

Eastpointe, MI 48021�

Faith Formation Office� (586) 772�5434 �

�

Parish Office hours:�

Monday thru Wednesday  9:00am to 5:00pm�

          (Closed 12�1pm for lunch)�

Thursday and Friday 9:00am to Noon�

�

PASTOR: � Rev. Eric Fedewa � ext. 110�

FAITH FORMATION � Mary Fortunate� ext. 150�

MUSIC MINISTER:� Stephanie Yu�

SECRETARY:� Angela Moyers� ext. 100�

MAINTENANCE:� Bill Ceccacci �

BOOKKEEPER� Nita Brown� ext. 180�

ST. VINCENT de PAUL� � � ext. 101�

�

Parish Mission Statement�

St. Basil Catholic Parish is a community of Christians who actively live the life of 

Christ among ourselves and our neighbors. We proclaim the Word, Serve one 

another; Nurture Fellowship and Celebrate our faith. Welcome to St. Basil the 

Great as we build the Kingdom of God together.                   adopted: Advent, 1993�

Email: stbasileastpoint@comcast.net�

�      frericstbasil@comcast.net�

Facebook: @stbasileastpointe�

Website: www.stbasileastpointe.com�
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JIM PAULEYJIM PAULEY
PLUMBINGPLUMBING

ELECTRIC SEWER ELECTRIC SEWER 
& DRAIN CLEANING& DRAIN CLEANING

Repairs • Remodeling
Guaranteed Work Master Plumber

Free Estimates • Senior Rates

Call Jim 586-296-3109Call Jim 586-296-3109
10% COUPON10% COUPON

JEFFREY KIRKMAN, AIF®

KM FINANCIAL
Home & Evening appts. available

20789 Harper Ave.
Harper Woods, MI
313-308-1000

www.kmfinancialonline.com
Securities offered exclusively through 

Sigma Financial Corporation FINRA/SIPC
KM Financial is independent of Sigma

Financial Corporation.

RETIREMENT, INVESTMENT,
INSURANCE &

EDUCATIONAL PLANNING

 ALL PRO

Call John (586) 776-5167

New & Repairs

Licensed& Insured

Roofing • Gutters • Siding • Brickwork
 Professional
 Reasonable
 Senior Discounts
Over 44 Years... Same Owner, Same Phone Number

Your Pandora Jewelry Source
Charms, Beads, Bracelets, Earrings, Necklaces and More!

28525 HARPER ST. CLAIR SHORES  586-774-2100

CATERING NOW AVAILABLE
23447 Gratiot Ave., Eastpointe

586-773-4244
Great Food ~ Great People

www.andarysgrill.com

We’re in YOUR 
neighborhood...

13650 E. Fifteen Mile Rd.
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 977-7300

25800 Harper Avenue
St Clair Shores, MI 48081

(586) 777-0557

www.bcfh.com

FLO ABKE, GRIFLO ABKE, GRI
Associate Broker

24938 Harper • St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

Cell: (313) 378-3376

floabke@mirealsource.com
www.floabke.com

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

586-501-8479
WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 
 24 Hr. Emergency Service

 Archer Real Estate
 18301 E 8 Mile Rd., 
 Suite 214
 Eastpointe, MI 48201

Office: 586-879-6314
Cell: 313-529-4822

archerrealestate@gmail.com
 Sandra's book is available 
 at her office or through 
 Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

Contact Dom DiPasqua to place an ad today! 
ddipasqua@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6637


