January 9, 2022 - 2nd Sunday in Ordlnary Time

CATHOLIC LHURCH- _

22851 Lexington Ave, Eastpointe MI 48021
- Welcome to our

o Faith Community

THE BAPTISM
OF THE LORD

After all the people had been
baptized and Jesus also had
been baptized and was praying,
heaven was opened and the
Holy Spirit descended upon him
in bodily form like a dove.

- Lk 3:21-22a

The Baptism of the Lord
“We are called to live our baptism every day, as new creatures, clothed in Christ.” — Pope Francis

What reference point do you use when making decisions? Many times, impulse takes control and decisions are
made based solely on emotion and desire. We all know that these types of decisions can often get us into
trouble. When a person has a confident sense of who they are and a real understanding of what is important and
of value, the likelihood of kneejerk impulsive choices diminishes. Baptism gives us what we need to make well
informed and purposeful decisions. By this simple gesture, God claims us as His own and provides us with the
identity and purpose we need to properly live life.

It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace this revelation and realize that we no longer have to
wonder about the purpose of our lives or struggle to find our way. The answer of who we are in God has been
given to us. We no longer have to fumble around, trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly about. Issues surrounding
the sacredness of life, the meaning of death, the protection of those most vulnerable, care for the weak and the
poor, offering hospitality to those in search of a home, the purpose and proper place of work, how to create a just
social order, caring for creation, and understanding our roles as heralds and stewards are just a few of the
wonderful gifts baptism brings. When we make decisions based on things such as these core Gospel truths we
really act as Christ himself, revealing to others the new creations that we are. This is how we live our baptism.

It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is precisely what baptism calls us to do. Although we are sinners, in
need of mercy and far from perfection we are called to order our life and make decisions based upon the wisdom
and guidance of Almighty God. He alone is the one who can claim us as His sons and daughters. Standing up
for our principles will not make us popular. But who ever said Christianity is a popularity contest? Baptism calls
us to stand up for that which goes against the grain of secularism. Standing in line with other sinners, we have

our anchor to steady us in the tempests of life and God is very pleased. Forge ahead. There is nothing to fear.
©LPi
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We are pleased to invite you to our Open House at Regina Caeli
Academy - 42259 Hayes Rd, Sterling Heights, January 24th at
1p.m.

RCA is a hybrid academy, serving students in grades Preschool
-12" grade in the Catholic tradition. RCA provides fully
accredited academic and extracurricular classes for
homeschoolers. Students attend classes using the Socratic
method two days per week and are homeschooled the
remaining days. For more information visit www.rcahybrid.org or
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Monday, January 10, 2022

8:00am  Reconciliation / C
8:30am Mass/C
7:00pm  Usher’s Meeting / SH

Tuesday, January 11, 2022
12:00pm Adoration / C

2:00pm  Reconciliation / C
5:30pm  FF grades pre-K to 8/ S
6:20pm  Reconciliation / C
6:30pm  Rosary & Benediction / C
7:00pm  Mass/C

Wednesday, January 12,2022
No Mass

Thursday, January 13, 2022
7:00pm  Luke Bible Study / SH

Friday, January 14, 2022
No Mass
6:00pm

Saturday, January 15, 2022
No Morning Mass

Contemplative Rosary/C

4:00pm Mass/C

Sunday, January 16, 2022
8:30am Mass/C
10:30am Mass/C

call Keri Meteer, Center Coordinator of Education at
989.402.5109. We look forward to welcoming you to RCA!

Many thanks to the parishioners of St. Veronica and St. Basil for their
generous support of the Right to Life Christmas Card sale. Together we
raised $807.00 and we continue to pray that all will recognize the
sanctity of human life from conception until natural death. A special
thanks to the Lempke family for their help with the sale!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Tina Kirkman

BAPTISMoneLORD

| Hope | Am Like Him
“Who is this Christ? Is he like you?”

Perhaps you've heard this story, often attributed to the life of St. Teresa of Calcutta. A sick man asked her this
question, as he marveled at her tireless service to himself and others in the name of someone named Jesus
Christ.

“He is nothing like me,” the saint is said to have answered. “But | hope | am like him.”

Though the authenticity of this exchange cannot be verified, its message rings perfectly true: all the value of our
stewardship lies in its relativity to the one in whose name we perform it.

Consider the figure of John the Baptist — a magnificent, towering character even purely from a literary or
historical perspective. A martyr who fed on wild locusts and boldly spoke truth to power — a man so great some
mistook him for the Messiah.

But why is he great? Because he prepared the way. All his accomplishments and escapades mean nothing if
they are taken out of the context of salvation history. He only makes sense relative to Christ — and this is exactly
as he wanted it. “One worthier than | is coming,” he insists. And because of that humility and that total embrace
of God’s will, he is given one of the greatest honors in the New Testament — he baptizes the Son of God.

Let’s examine our lives in the light of their relativity to Christ. How do we prepare the way? When Christ comes to
us, what do we do? How do we leave ourselves open to be actors in God'’s plan?

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS OLPi
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Fr. Eric’s Exposé:
Fr. Eric’s Exposé: Pictures from the Epiphany Water Blessing

First, about the calendars that we did not have this year. The calendars we get every
year are donated to us by a local funeral home and we simply never received any this
year. So, that is why there are no calendars. For next year, we will simply have to start
ordering ones ourselves through a printing company.

If you were not able to make it to the Epiphany Water Blessing last Saturday the 1! in the evening,
here are some pictures from it! | want to thank our organist Nate for the Gregorian Chant and our

servers and Sandi and all the volunteers that set up the tables and water jugs (over 100 of them!). It
was very beautiful!

God bless!
In Christ through Mary,

Fr. Eric Fedewa

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK

Jesus stood in line with everyone else and was baptized. There is something incredibly humbling about how this must have
played out. Then, God did something truly awesome and inspiring. Through a very gentle and simple action he let the world
know about the special relationship He shares with Jesus. That’s exactly what is so incredible about our baptisms as well!
Through those holy waters God announces to the world the special place we also occupy in His heart. We no longer have to
wonder about the purpose of our lives or struggle to find our way. We do not need to fumble around, tripping over
ourselves and wondering why we are even here. The answer has been given. All we have to do is live out the vocation we
have received, to live the Gospel in fidelity to our Creator. There is nothing to fear and worry has no place. Standing in line
with other sinners, we have our anchor and God is very pleased. ©LPi
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Musings From Mary Kay

Dear Ones,

Today is the feast of the Baptism of Jesus. Today’s Gospel (Luke 3:15-16,2122) tells the story of John the
Baptist baptizing Jesus in the River Jordan. John made the statement that he baptizes with water. One will
come who is mightier than | who will baptize with “the Holy Spirit and fire”. John had been baptizing all day and
there is no indication that he knew he had baptized Jesus. (When John sent people to ask Jesus who he was, it
seemed he did not realize he had baptized Jesus. Luke 7:18-23)

Judaism, with its tradition of mikvah, or ritual bath, was well acquainted with the water ablutions that John
mentions. The reference to “baptism with the Holy Spirit and fire” emphasizes that Jesus’ actions go beyond
religious ritual. The Gospel goes on to say that “heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.’
There is no conversation between Jesus and John — Jesus is baptized as one of the crowd, the voice from
heaven is directed only to him. The others did not hear it. Luke makes it clear that John is a precursor of Jesus
and lesser than him.

Do you remember your Baptism? Have you seen pictures of it? Have you withessed someone else’s baptism?
In today’s Scriptures, we can listen for echoes of our own baptism: water, Spirit, the Trinity, a faith-filled
community gathered. The Christmas season looks beyond the baby in Bethlehem. Each feast peels back the
layers a little further, each revealing the truth of Jesus of Nazareth from a different perspective. Jesus will show
to the world the glory, justice, power, and abundant love of God. By our baptism we can lay claim to that divine
declaration: “You are my beloved Son/Daughter; with you | am well pleased.” Do you celebrate your baptism
date anniversary? This is a fitting time to begin to do so.

| recently made an Advent retreat at St. Paul of the Cross. The theme was HOPE — something sorely needed in
this time. HOPE is an act of the will. It is not a feeling. It comes from Grace. HOPE believes in a future good —
something that may be difficult to obtain but obtainable with God. The one who has Hope lives differently. How
we think depends a lot on who we have been listening to, who we spend time with, who we put our faith and trust
in. Do you know your destiny (Heaven)? At our Baptism, we were claimed for Christ. We recognize that reality
and go deeper by choosing Hope. Hope answers our desire for happiness — the Kingdom of Heaven. Nothing
less will be enough — only God.

Hope gives us the courage to wait and persevere, to not give up, to take the next step. Jesus says to me, “You
are my beloved.” Yes, God loves me. We can’t earn God’s love because we already have it. We are loved by a
faithful God. HOPE is the center of Christmas. Do | live as a person of HOPE? Does HOPE help me live as
a person more loving, more kind? What is Jesus saying to me in this Eucharist and in my life right now?

What fills my heart with expectation today? Am | at PEACE?
Have a wonderful week welcoming in the New Year — a time for HOPE, (May 2022 bring you and your loved

ones JOY, PEACE, GOOD HEALTH and many BLESSINGS.)

Sister Mary Kay Homan, OP

Faith Formation

Today we complete our Christmas celebration with
the Baptism of Our Lord. It is a good time to
reflect on our own baptism and the wonderful gift
that it is. We have had original sin removed. We
have been made children of God. The Holy Spirit
dwells within us and the light of Jesus guides us.
Take some time today to pray for your Godparents
or pray for the one for whom you are a Godparent.
Thank God for allowing you to be His beloved child.

FAITH FORMATION HAS RESUMED

Please remember to keep your child home if he/
she is not feeling well. Absences can be called
to the Attendance line: 586 773-3008. Thanks.
Our Faith Formation program serves the children of
St. Basil and St. Veronica parishes. Classes are held
on Tuesdays, 5:30 - 6:45 pm at St. Basil for
children, pre-K through 8™ grade. We offer

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for our younger
children (Level I & IT), and our children are
confirmed in the 6™ grade, followed by Discipleship
classes. Please call ‘rﬂe Faith Formation Office if
you would like more information.

MISSED SACRAMENTS

We are happy to offer Sacramental Preparation for
anyone who has missed a Sacrament: (Baptism,
Reconciliation, 15" Communion or Confirmation). We
have classes for children, teens, or adults. Please
call the Religious Ed. office for information.

Mary Fortunate, Carolyn Mikula DRE
586 772-5434
stbasilreligioused@comcast.net
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UNLEASHING THE GOSPEL

AT ST. BASIL THE GREAT

Baptism is a New Beginning

The Baptism of the Lord: After all the people had been
baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and was
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;
with you | am well pleased.” Luke 3:21-22

What a profoundly beautiful account of Jesus’s baptism
that was recorded in the gospel reading for today! The
holiness [of] the words written about this event,
transcends time. It was a single moment in time, but
what a profoundly spiritual event this was in Jesus’s
life. It sounds like it was the same with God the Father.
A moment when heaven and earth touched one
another, when the heavens were torn open and the
Spirit descended on Jesus like a dove.

Have you ever had an experience of time standing still?
An event so major in your life that you could not react to
it? All you could do was to just experience the present
moment you were in? Like the moment you proposed
to your wife, or held your nhewborn baby for the first
time? Newborn babies look at their parents for a long
period of time, shortly after they are born. They are
bonding with their mother and father in those first
precious moments of life, but the parents are even
more profoundly affected by the miracle of their new
baby’s birth. In a way, Jesus experienced a new birth,
when he rose from the baptismal waters. No, he had
no need of baptism, he had no sins to be washed away.
But, he was anointed by the Holy Spirit, in a bond of
love with his Father, in the first moments after he rose
from the waters of baptism. A new, deeper bond
formed in that moment in time between Jesus and His
Father.

Most Catholic baptisms are performed on babies and
as an adult they have no memory of their own baptism.
However, | had the experience of a full immersion
baptism at a Protestant church when | was twelve years
old. ...For me, it was a moment when time stood still. |
will never forget the white gown and the feeling of the
cool, pure, clean water. When | first came out of the
water, | instantly felt like a new person. Every cell in
my body felt sparkling clean, and | knew that | would
never again feel that perfectly pure, and clean, as | did
in the first few moments that followed my baptism.
Indeed, the remainder of the day was filled with the
warmth and the glow of the Holy Spirit, that had
enveloped me in His love and peace. | knew that Jesus
loved me deeply that day, in a personal way that |

cannot put into words. It was the most beautiful
experience of my life. The only other experiences of
my life that came close to the day of my baptism, [were]
the day that my husband and | were married, the night
that | became a Catholic at the Easter vigil, and the first
time that | ever held our newborn son. These were
profoundly beautiful experiences in my life too, but they
cannot even begin to compare with the day of my
baptism. And, this experience is something | just
cannot convey very well, with words. The Holy Spirit
completely enveloped me that day in His love, and a
deep sense of peace... permeated everything and
made my heart burn with a new flame that | had never
known before.

The Gospel account of Jesus’s baptism is told in very
few words, but the event was no doubt a very profound
experience for Jesus Christ and his Father, and for
John the Baptist. It was also the beginning of Christ’s
ministry. He would leave for a prolonged period to pray
in the desert, shortly after his baptism, and then begin
his public ministry. He obviously felt a deeper need to
be alone with his Father in prayer, after his

baptism. Rather than let the newness of the event
wear off, Jesus entered more deeply into a relationship
with his Father through his prayers in the desert. A
time spent deepening his bond with his Father and
getting to know himself better, and listening to God’s
will for his life. Adults who are baptized and brought
into the Catholic church in our modern times should
consider doing the same. Jesus shows us how to live
more deeply as Christians, by the example of his own
life.

[Whether] you were baptized as an [infant or an] adult,
or [were] confirmed as a young adult... — perhaps we
can regain a sense of the sacredness of our bond with
Jesus, and with God our Father... with some time spent
in solitude and prayer. We never stand still in the
spiritual life. Love either grows, or it loses ground.
Jesus made a deliberate choice to take time out, to
grow closer to his Father through a deeper period of
prayer. Perhaps the Holy Spirit is calling us today, to
do the same.

Excerpt from article by Laura Kazlas. Laura Kazlas was raised in
an atheist family, but came to believe in God when she was 12
years old. She was baptized and later became a Catholic because
of the Mass. “The first time my husband brought me to Mass, |
thought it was the most holy, beautiful sense of worshiping God that
| had ever experienced. | still do!”
https://www.acatholic.org/catholic-baptism-is-a-new-beginning/
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Spiritual Uife Worship

Come and spend one hour adoring Christ’s Presence
in the Holy Eucharist every Tuesday from 12:00pm
until 6:30pm. We now have a book for you to sign Vi
when spending time with the Lord. It would be ;
good to have someone in the church at all times

during Adoration. At the conclusion of Adoration there is a
Rosary, Perpetual Help Novena, Benediction then Mass.

Our Offertory Stewardship
01/02/2022 Collection
We received in gratitude to God
Total envelopes sent out.................... 222
Total envelopes received..................... 46
Amount offered to God in Envelopes...........cccueennee.. $672.00
Amount offered to God in Loose Collection.............. $553.00
ON LiNe GIVING .ovieveeeieieiiieiieeieiesieeeeeeie e eeeeveae e eeesnens $
TOTAL COLLECTION RECEIVED..........cccc.... $1,225.00
Weekly budget requirement ...........cccceeeeeeereveneenenn. $4,200.00
Christmas Collection Total........ccccccoovvvieiiiineeennn. $19,055.52
T
f;*’ﬁ REMEMBER

Marge Balek Nancy Guziak Cecilia Plotzke

Janet Biernat Mary Hamann Patricia Sills
Jeanne Chrisman Anna Kelly Sosnowski Family
Luke Joseph Convery Rich Kelly Taglione Family
Teresa D’ Ippoliti Legato Family Thom Family

Anna Gottler McLarnon Family ~ Phyllis Thomas

Donald Griak Moussalli Family ~ Marian Zabinski

Diane Guappone Harold Muzzi

| St. Basil the Great is here to help you encounter

| Christ. We want you to experience His presence in

I your life. Our prayer and intercessory team is always
I interceding for our parish family. If you have any

| special intentions that you would like them to pray

| for, please fill out the following and drop it in the

I mail, at the parish office, or drop it in the offertory

: collection on Sunday.

| Dear Prayer Team, I am so thankful that you are
| interceding for our parish family. I would like you to

| add my special intention(s) of
|

I to your prayers. I entrust my intention to the
: Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart of
| Jesus. May God Bless you!

2022 St Basil’s Men’s Retreat - January 28, 29, 30

I invite all St. Basil men and friends to join us at St. Paul of
the Cross Retreat Center for a restful and spiritually
renewing weekend retreat. The requested fee is still $215
for the weekend. This includes a comfortable private room
with bedding, towels and a private bathroom/shower and all
meals (great food!), and an inspiring program of talks,
private meditation and community worship.

Reservations: Please register directly on-line at St. Paul’s:
www.stpaulretreat.org go to Upcoming Events >Men’s

Retreats >Weekend #17 and be sure to designate that you
are with the St. Basil’s group at the end of the sign-up.

If you cannot register online, PLEASE call, text or e-mail
me and I’ll be sure to get you registered!

Contact me anytime with any other questions you may
have.

Gary Pantelis — phone/text: (313) 515-8703
email to: gmapantelis@gmail.com

Sat., January 15 Lector

4:00pm Dennis Kulaszewski
Sun., January 16

8:30am Rob Leonardi

10:30am Amanda Ross

Readings for the Week of
January 9, 2021

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10
[11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22
or, Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 104:1b-2, 3-4,
24-25,27-28,29-30 [1]/Ti2:11-14; 3:4-7/
Lk 3:15-16,21-22

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19
Mk 1:14-20

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd
Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a,
8b-9, 10/Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25
Mk 1:40-45

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19
Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5,
6-7/Mk 2:13-17

Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]

1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 2:1-11
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Mon., January 10
8:30am

Weekday
T Eva Qualo, req. by Jonathon Zammit
Special blessings for Philip Hoapala, req. by David Nunley

Parish Organizations

Tues., January 11

Weekday

LADIES GUILD

Dorothy Singel........ccccevvverennenne. (586) 778-4106
SAN LORENZO RUIZ GROUP

Billie Go Belen ..........ccooveveunneee. (313) 690-3009
SENIOR CLUB

Mary Accardo .......cccoevevreeennne. (586) 776-2471

700pm 'I' Joanna Bartol_d, req. by the Novak famlly ST. VINCENT de PAUL(586) 777-5610 ext 104
T For the souls in purgatory, req. by Helpers of Souls
USHERS CLUB
Wed., January 12 Weekday Ed Lempke......o.coovvrrererernnnnn (586) 771-6893
No Mass
Commission Chairpersons
; PARISH OUTREACH
Elg.i\AJaaS:uary 14 Weekday Mrs. Ed Lempke .....coovvveeenne. (586) 771-6893
FINANCE
Sat., January 15 Weekday
No Mass EVANGELISM
Judy Williford ........coooorvvrrrennns (586) 222-6872
4:00pm 1 William & Gerry Zaglaniczny, req. by Family Parish Council

Special blessings for Stephen Wynne, req. by David Nunley

Sun., January 16
8:30am T Mike Wheeler, req. by wife, Phyllis

10:30am 1 Emmaline Stewart, req. by Barb Luckett

Thank you for joining our parish family today to pray and
share in the Eucharist. Our Pastoral Staff cares about you
and wants to do OUR best to welcome you and to be a
reflection of Christ’s love to you and your loved ones.
Please let us know how we may help you by contacting us
at the office.

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saint Basil the Great Catholic Church
Parish Office Directory

Bulletin article deadline is the Friday (the week before
publication) by Noon

Parish Center

22851 Lexington Ave
Eastpointe, MI 48021
Faith Formation Office (586) 772-5434

Faith Formation Attendance Line (586) 773-3008

Parish Office hours:

Monday thru Wednesday 9:00am to 5:00pm
(Closed 12-1pm for lunch)

Thursday and Friday 9:00am to Noon

Parish Office (586) 777-5610
Fax (586) 779-3341

PASTOR: Rev. Eric Fedewa  ext. 110
FAITH FORMATION Mary Fortunate ext. 150
Carolyn Mikula ext. 101
MUSIC MINISTER: Nathaniel Weil
SECRETARY: Angela Moyers ext. 100
MAINTENANCE: Bill Ceccacci
BOOKKEEPER Nita Brown ext. 180
ST. VINCENT de PAUL ext. 104

CHAIRPERSON

Marianne Schmitz....................... (586) 779-5571

VICE CHAIRPERSON

RECORDING SECRETARY

Eileen McDonald..........ccoceunneee. (586) 246-3747
PARISH COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Dennis Kulaszewski (586) 773-8237

Patricia Shukwit...........cccocceuennene. (586) 774-6543

Email: stbasileastpoint@comcast.net
frericstbasil@comcast.net

Facebook: @stbasileastpointe

Website: www.stbasileastpointe.com

Sacramental Ministry

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Scheduled throughout the year. An interview and one session of Baptismal
Catechesis for parents will be scheduled. Sponsors are invited to the session.

R.C.LA.
People of different Christian traditions or Non-Christians are invited to explore
our faith through the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.) Please call
Faith Formation.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Mon, Wed & Fri 8am, Tues 6:20pm and Saturday 3pm.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY
Arrangements are made at least six months in advance with the Pastor.

VISITATION OF THE SICK
A Priest or LPM will be available upon request. Parishioners are urged to take the
Eucharist to their confined family after Mass.

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK
This sacrament is celebrated once a year at a special Mass or upon request.

If would like to receive the parish weekly bulletin via email, go to
www.parishesonline.com to find our parish and sign yourself up for the
bulletin email alert each week. The bulletin will automatically be
emailed to you. If you do not have a computer and would like to receive
a bulletin, contact the parish office and one can be mailed to you.
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