
MASS SCHEDULE 
Daily (Monday to Saturday) ........................................ 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday Vigil .............................................................. 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday ................................. 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
Holy Day Vigil ............................................................... 6:30p.m. 
Holy Day ................................................ 8:00 a.m.& 12:00 p.m.  
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 

Saturday ............................................................. 3:00–3:30 p.m. 
Before Daily Mass and by appointment. 

 

DEVOTIONS 
St. Anthony of Padua – Tuesday after Mass 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help – Wednesday after Mass 
Miraculous Medal – Thursday after Mass 

 

PARISH STAFF 

JULY 5, 2020 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

ADDRESS 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

4263 St. Francis Drive ~ P.O. Box 182 
Athol Springs, New York 14010 

 

EMAIL: sfaoffice@verizon.net 
WEBSITE: www.stfrancischurch.us 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Faith 
Community of Catholic Christians who 
are joined in love and guided by the Holy 
Spirit, called to deepen the awareness of 
God’s presence in the lives of his people. 
As a Faith Community, we live God’s 
Word through Worship, Service, 
Evangelization, and Community. With 
Christ as our model and St. Francis of 
Assisi as our patron, we desire to fulfill 
our mission for the benefit of all people. 
An ever vibrant and growing Faith 
Community is our prayer. 

Pastor 
Fr. Ross M. Syracuse, OFM Conv 
(fr.ross@verizon.net) 
Cell # : 1-410-258-4087 
 
 

Faith Formation Coordinator & 
Youth Ministry Director 
Mrs. Jean Hymes 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Mr. Kurt Schweizer 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Sharon Gruver 
 
D 
 

Director of Music 
Richard C. Jones 
 
Friars of St. Maximilian Kolbe Friary  
Fr. Alexander Cymerman, 
         OFM Conv 
Fr. Michael Taylor, OFM Conv 
Fr. Romulus Rosolowski, 
                                 OFM Conv 
Fr. Charles Jagodzinski,  
                                  OFM Conv 
Fr. George Maslar,  OFM Conv 
Fr. Ross M. Syracuse, 
          OFM Conv 
 
 

TELEPHONES 
Parish Office .............................................................. 627-2710 
Parish Fax .................................................................. 627-5263 
Faith Formation Office ............................................... 627-3357 
Youth Ministry Office .................................................. 627-3357 
Bereavement Office ................................................... 507-6281 
Diocesan Pregnancy Assistance Hotline ............ 716-847-2205 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Please Call Ahead 

St. Francis 
of Assisi 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 



`  `  `   MASS INTENTIONS    `  `  `
Monday, July 6

8:00 AM + Alice Owczarczak

Req. by Terry, Paulette & Rick Dubey

Tuesday, July 7

8:00 AM + Irene Granica

(Birthday Remembrance)

Req. by Elaine Granica

Wednesday, July 8

8:00 AM Members Of Our Faith Community

Thursday, July 9 

8:00 AM + Maurice Maloney

Req. by Family

Friday, July 10

8:00 AM + Richard Sztaba

Req. by Jan & June

Saturday, July 11

8:00 AM + Alice Owczarczak

Req. by Mary & Bernadette

4:00 PM + Gerald Regan

Req. by Ellen Henry

Sunday, July 12

8:30 AM Norb. & Sue Woods

(50th Wedding Anniversary)

11:00 AM + Joseph Kohn (Anniversary)

Req. by Family

6:00 PM Health & Intentions of 

Stella & Ted Hokula

Req. by Bernadette

RE-OPENING OF CHURCH FOR MASS
We have returned to our regular schedule
of daily & weekend Masses. We are
limited to between 90 & 100 people at
each Mass. Things will be a little different
because we  have to follow the Diocesan 
directives for opening. (The obligation to
attend Mass continues to be suspended, especially for those
with any medical condition.) Don’t forget your mask and
social distancing. At the same time, we will continue to live
stream all our Masses. At the time of Mass, go to the home
page of our parish’s website (stfrancischurch.us) and click
on the "Facebook Page" tab. 

MONTHLY ST. ANTHONY DEVOTIONS

With the re-opening of the Church for Mass we
will also resume monthly devotions to St.
Anthony, Tuesday, July 7 at 7:00 PM. All are
invited to attend. Come and refresh yourselves in
the presence of the Lord and entrust your cares

and concerns to our friend and brother, St. Anthony.

E-GIVING (ON LINE GIVING PROGRAM)
Many of our Faith Community members
have been mailing in their contributions
or putting them in the locked mailbox by
the side door of the parish office building
or using our Online Giving (E-Giving)

Program. The sign-up process for online giving is quite
simple. For more information and/or to sign up for the
program, please go to the home page of our
Parish Website (stfrancischurch.us) and click
on ONLINE GIVING LINK which is found
on the right side under the Online Giving tab.
Thank you for the continued support and
generosity you offer to your parish family.
May God bless you always.

THE VIGIL CANDLE
If you would like to make a donation ($10) for a vigil candle
in memory of someone (living or deceased) or for a special
intention, please fill out the form below. It can be returned
via the mail, parish office or placed in the collection basket
at Mass. Each week there is one candle available for the
Church and two for the Friary.

Name ______________________________________

Address _____________________________________

Phone ______________________________________

Intention ____________________________________
                  � Friary                      � Church
Checks should be made payable to St. Francis Church

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL
Fred Kurtz
It is very important that the Parish
Office be notified if a family
member is in the hospital. By law,
the hospitals may no longer call the
Church to inform us when someone
is hospitalized. Please contact the
parish office if you would like to

place the name of someone on our Sick List. Unless we are
notified otherwise, the names  will remain on the list for one
month.

CONFESSIONS
Beginning on Monday, July 6, the Sacrament
of Reconciliation (Confessions) will be
available before the 8:00 AM weekday
Masses (Monday to Saturday) and on
Saturdays from 3:00 until 3:30 PM. It is very
important that you wear a mask while you
are in the confessional. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact Fr. Ross.
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We are not our emotions!
We have them & experience them!

REFLECTIONS FROM FR. ROSS
Sometimes when the kids say, “I’m cold,” I respond by
saying, “Hi cold, I’m Fr. Ross.” Or when they say, “I’m
tired,” My response is, “Hi tired, I’m Fr. Ross.” Of course,
they look at me like I have at least two heads. After a
moment or two they figure out what’s going on.

When it comes to our emotions, especially the
painful ones (sadness, fear, discouragement, resentment,
anger, confusion, etc.), it is very easy at times to identify
ourselves with our emotions, rather than to see them for what
they really are. They are what we are experiencing at this
moment; they can be conscious or unconscious responses to
something real or perceived that is going on around us, near
us, to us, within us, etc. They can serve as symptoms for
something that is bothering us or hurting us. They are like an
energy.

As you have heard me say many times, our emotions,
in and of themselves, are neither morally good or morally
bad–they are either pleasant or painful. What we do with
these feelings is where goodness or badness can enter in. One
way or another I will deal with my feelings either
consciously or unconsciously.

In his book Manifesting God Fr. Thomas Keating
says that when we go off by ourselves in prayer to our inner
room (which really isn’t a physical place) two things happen.
The first is the affirmation that basically we are good people;
the second is the purification of the unconscious. Basically,
this purification is a healing of a lot of emotional material
that has built up over the past,  either recent or distant past.
Until the energy of this negative material is dissipated, it will
continue to influence our behavior, decisions and attitudes all
through our lives.

Again, most of this happens in the unconscious mind
and sometimes it’s difficult to put our finger on exactly why
we are in a state of dis-ease. We simply find ourselves
restless or unhappy or anxious. Jesus invites us to go with
him to our inner room. As we quiet ourselves and face
ourselves, we give ourselves the opportunity to see what’s
going on. For this to happen we need quiet and the courage
to enter into a space that might make us at first every
uncomfortable. We need to allow what is in our unconscious
to come to the conscious if we want to present them to the
Lord for his healing. We have heard many times that before
we can let something go, we first have to name it and then
own it and/or embrace it.

Sometimes we find ourselves at a time in our lives
when what used to appeal to us or attract us in the past
doesn’t do it for us anymore. Fr. Keating speaks of the mid-
life crisis. It can happen when people’s families are in flux.

The children are grown up
and no longer need their
parents as before. Couples
can find themselves alone
again with each other; it’s
a time when one’s purpose in life is questioned. Fr. Keating
says, “In other words, people have not found in their
emotional programs for happiness...what they hoped for and
expected.” For some it might be the first time that they have
ever really considered the search for happiness; sometimes
people have simply gone through life moving from one thing
to the next, taking care of what needs to be taken care of,
without giving too much (or enough) thought to their own
selves, needs, desires, hopes, etc.

This mid-life crisis is not necessarily associated with
a certain age; it can happen in one’s 20's, 30's, 40's, and so
on. Also, it can happen several times and at different times in
one’s life. While always uncomfortable and, at times, very
unsettling, it’s not necessary a bad thing. It can lead to new
things and open new doors for us; it can be a stepping stone
to something that we never thought possible whether it be
hobby, job, ministry or the  experience of a loving friendship.
This type of relationship can happen when one moves from
identifying oneself by what one does to the realization of
who one really is. Basically, that means that one comes into
contact with one’s goodness and the experience that “Hey! I
really am okay. I really am worthy of loving and being
loved.” It comes from the experience that “Hey! I really am
loved–by God and, when we think about it, by people around
me too.”

This dynamic is more important than ever during
these difficult and challenging times. It’s okay to feel. How
we handle our feelings makes all the difference in the world. 

While this might be a new experience for us, the one,
most important reality around us has not changed. We always
have been loved; for some of us, we just haven’t allowed that
love make a real difference in our attitudes and the way we
look at things, including ourselves. So, let us go to our inner
rooms and spend some quality time with ourselves and the
Lord. For sure positive changes don’t happen overnight. We
need patience, perseverance, courage, hope and optimism.
We need faith and confidence not just in God, but also in all
the good that is within us and in those around. The neat thing
that happens when we begin to see more clearly the good that
is within ourselves, it’s a lot more easy to see the good in
others. And as we find that we are not so bad, we begin to
see others in that same light. That light is the presence of
Jesus in our hearts. So, “Go to your room!”

fr.ross@verizon.net
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 KACZOR
  Funeral Home, Inc.
 “...A Time & Place for Remembering”

HAMBURG CHAPEL

5453 Southwestern Blvd.

Corner Rogers Rd.

646-5555

BLASDELL/LACKAWANNA 

CHAPEL

3450 South Park Ave.

(1/2 Mile North of Lake Ave.)

824-6377

Book your next special event in our 
elegant banquet room.

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner
TAKE OUT

Open 24 hours • Sunday till 10pm
Areas Best Chicken/Beef Souvlaki,

Wraps, Melts, Homemade Daily Specials

5748 South Park Ave.
Hamburg, NY • 649-9639

Sunday Breakfast Buffet 9am-130pm

Restaurant

10%  SENIOR DISCOUNT

 • Most Insurance
    Plans Accepted
 • Unique Gifts
 • Vaccinations
    Available

WANAKAH
PHARMACY

Mon-Fri 9-7
Sat & Sun 9-2

627-3232
4923 Lakeshore Rd. • Hamburg

Compassionate Healing
Charles A. Castiglia, Licensed Director

S-4199 Lakeshore Rd • Hamburg, New York
(716) 627-2919

www.lakesidefuneralhome.com

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0400

Simoncelli Electric, Inc.
Commercial and Residential

3740 California Road 
 Orchard Park, NY 14127

716/662-2780 • Fax: 716/662-3747

murray roofing co. inc.
600 cayuga creek rd

cheektowaga, new york 14227-1932
(716) 896-5555 | Fax: (716) 894-5730

Sales@MurrayRoofingCompanyInc.com
commercial and industrial roofing and repairs

WNY’s Most Trusted!
www.murrayroofingcompanyinc.com

Call Today for your FREE Estimate!

MICHALEK & HARRINGTON, LLC
Attorneys at Law

300 Center Rd., West Seneca NY 14224 • (716) 675-6715
Let Our Family Handle ALL of Your Family’s Legal Needs

Paul M. Michalek
Jeffery M. Harrington    Jane Michalek Harrington

PARK REALTY
of Western New York

Bobbie A. Kagle
parishioner

crb, crs, gri, sres, iti
Lic. Associate Broker, Realtor Emeritus

(716) 713-0618
kaglebob@verizon.net

155 Summer St., Buffalo, NY 14222

Lombardo 
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907 
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  

• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995  
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  

(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; may be required by cemetery)  

• Direct Cremation $899 
3060 Abbott Road • (Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

Expressions
FLORAL & GIFT SHOPPE INC.
59 MAIN ST. • HAMBURG

716.648.2110
 www.shopexpressions.com


