
MASS SCHEDULE 
Daily (Monday to Saturday) ........................................ 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday Vigil .............................................................. 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday ................................. 8:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
Holy Day Vigil ............................................................... 6:30p.m. 
Holy Day ................................................ 8:00 a.m.& 12:00 p.m.  
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS) 

Saturday ............................................................. 3:00–3:30 p.m. 
Before Daily Mass and by appointment. 

 

DEVOTIONS 
St. Anthony of Padua – Tuesday after Mass 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help – Wednesday after Mass 
Miraculous Medal – Thursday after Mass 

 

PARISH STAFF 

JULY 26, 2020 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

ADDRESS 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

4263 St. Francis Drive ~ P.O. Box 182 
Athol Springs, New York 14010 

 

EMAIL: sfaoffice@verizon.net 
WEBSITE: www.stfrancischurch.us 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish is a Faith 
Community of Catholic Christians who 
are joined in love and guided by the Holy 
Spirit, called to deepen the awareness of 
God’s presence in the lives of his people. 
As a Faith Community, we live God’s 
Word through Worship, Service, 
Evangelization, and Community. With 
Christ as our model and St. Francis of 
Assisi as our patron, we desire to fulfill 
our mission for the benefit of all people. 
An ever vibrant and growing Faith 
Community is our prayer. 

Pastor 
Fr. Ross M. Syracuse, OFM Conv 
(fr.ross@verizon.net) 
Cell # : 1-410-258-4087 
 
 

Faith Formation Coordinator & 
Youth Ministry Director 
Mrs. Jean Hymes 
 
Business & Facilities Manager 
Mr. Kurt Schweizer 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Ms. Sharon Gruver 
 
D 
 

Director of Music 
Richard C. Jones 
 
Friars of St. Maximilian Kolbe Friary  
Fr. Alexander Cymerman, 
         OFM Conv 
Fr. Michael Taylor, OFM Conv 
Fr. Romulus Rosolowski, 
                                 OFM Conv 
Fr. Charles Jagodzinski,  
                                  OFM Conv 
Fr. George Maslar,  OFM Conv 
Fr. Ross M. Syracuse, 
          OFM Conv 
 
 

TELEPHONES 
Parish Office .............................................................. 627-2710 
Parish Fax .................................................................. 627-5263 
Faith Formation Office ............................................... 627-3357 
Youth Ministry Office .................................................. 627-3357 
Bereavement Office ................................................... 507-6281 
Diocesan Pregnancy Assistance Hotline ............ 716-847-2205 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Please Call Ahead 

St. Francis 
of Assisi 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 



`  `  `   MASS INTENTIONS    `  `  `
Monday, July 27

8:00 AM Members Of The Crib Donors Guild

Tuesday, July 28

8:00 AM All Souls

Wednesday, July 29

8:00 AM Members Of Our Faith Community

Thursday, July 30

8:00 AM + Gary Stuart

Req. by Barbara Vanyo

Friday, July 31

8:00 AM + Arthur & + Lillian Hildman

Saturday, August 1

8:00 AM + Stephen Sikorski

Req. by Wife & Family

4:00 PM + James Taylor

Req. by Family

Sunday August 2

8:30 AM Living & Deceased Members of 

The Altar Rosary & Holy Name Societies

11:00 AM + Mr. & + Mrs. Romolo Petricca

Req. by Michelle & Louise

6:00 PM + Mary Alice Biddle

(Birthday Remembrance)

Req. by The Biddle Family

OUR FAITH COMMUNITY’S GIFT TO GOD

July 13 through July 19, 2020

Attendance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 172

Live Stream Attendance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 211

Regular Offering. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,153

Maintenance Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $723

E-Giving Regular Offering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,435

E-Giving Maintenance Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . $233

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Through these difficult and challenging
days, many of our Faith Community
members have continued to be so generous
and so supportive. So far we have been able
to manage our expenses through it all.
Parishioners have been mailing in their
contributions or putting them in the locked

mailbox by the side door of the parish office building or
using our Online Giving (E-Giving) Program. The sign-up
process for online giving is quite simple. For more
information and/or to sign up for the program, please go to
the home page of our Parish Website (stfrancischurch.us)
and click on ONLINE GIVING LINK which is found on the
right side under the Online Giving tab. Thank you for the
continued support and generosity you offer to your parish
family. May God bless you always.

+ BISHOP EDWARD KMIEC

(1936-2020)

On Saturday, July 11 the Most
Rev. Edward Kmiec died after a
brief illness. He served as the 13th

Bishop of the Buffalo Diocese
from August of 2004 until August
of 2012, at which time he became
the Bishop Emeritus. While we
mourn his passing, we are also
happy for him as he is now with
the One who motivated his life’s
purpose and who has called this

good and faithful servant home. May the Lord grant him
eternal rest and peace, and reward him for his dedicated
service to God’s People.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL

Fred Kurtz

It is very important that the Parish Office be
notified if a family member is in the hospital.
By law, the hospitals may no longer call the
Church to inform us when someone is
hospitalized. Please contact Sharon Gruver, our parish
secretary, if you would like to place the name of someone on
our Sick List. Unless we are notified otherwise, the names 
will remain on the list for one month.

TOGETHER AGAIN
As you know we have returned to our
regular schedule of Masses and
Confessions. So far, so good. Everyone is
helping out by following the guidelines and
directives to maintain a safe environment.
Our new ministry, that of Holy Sprayers, is
thriving. At the end of Mass, they gather

and say, “Let us spray!” When you come to church, don’t
forget your mask and the practicing of social distancing. At
the same time, we will continue to live stream all our
Masses. At the time of Mass, go to the home page of our
parish’s website (stfrancischurch.us) and you will see “Click
L Live Stream Mass. That will take you to Stream Spot
where you just have to click on the “Í” and voila! Sorry, we
can’t live stream Confessions–LOL! A reminder, especially
for those who might be somewhat vulnerable, the obligation
to attend Mass continues to be suspended. Let us continue
to remain united in prayers and concern for one another.

    MAY HE REST IN PEACE
+ Thomas Lopez was called home to the Lord
and heaven last week Our prayers and thoughts
are with the family members at this time. May
the Lord strengthen and comfort them with His
peace & presence.



JULY 25/26, 2020 17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

A Letter from a Friend
           (Revisited–Found tucked away in my prayer book)

Dear Friend,

How are you? I just had to send you this letter to tell you how much

I love you and care about you, and how much I miss you–you are one of my very

special friends. I saw you yesterday as you were walking with some of your other

friends. I waited to hear from you all day, hoping that you would be able to spend

a little time with me. As evening drew near to close your day, I gave you that

beautiful sunset that you spent some time looking at, and sent you a cool breeze

to make you a little more comfortable. Then I waited, but I still didn’t hear from

you. O yes, it bothers me a little, but I will always love you–you are one of my

special friends.

I saw you fall asleep last night and I longed to touch your brow, so I spilled

moonlight upon your pillow and your face. Again, I waited, wanting to rush down so

we could talk. I still have so many gifts for you.

You awakened late this morning and rushed off for the day. Today you looked so

sad, so alone. My tears for you were in the rain. It makes my heart ache because

I truly understand. My friends let me down and hurt me many times, but I still love

them–and you. I try to tell you this in the quiet green grass. I whisper it in the

leaves and trees, and breathe it in the color of the flowers. I shout it to you in the

powerful rivers, and give the birds a love song to sing. I clothe you with warm

sunshine and perfume the air. My love for you is deeper than the oceans and bigger

than the biggest want or need you could ever have.

We will spend eternity together in heaven. I know how hard it is on earth,

especially in these difficult times. I really know, because I was there, and I want

to help you. My Father wants to help you, too. He’s just that way, you know. Just

call me, ask me, talk to me. It is always your decision. I will never force myself, my

love or my friendship on you. I have chosen you to be my friend, and because of

this, I will wait because I am your friend and I love you, and will love you always.

                                           Your Friend,

                                                          Jesus



 JOHN J.

 KACZOR
  Funeral Home, Inc.
 “...A Time & Place for Remembering”

HAMBURG CHAPEL

5453 Southwestern Blvd.

Corner Rogers Rd.

646-5555

BLASDELL/LACKAWANNA 

CHAPEL

3450 South Park Ave.

(1/2 Mile North of Lake Ave.)

824-6377

Book your next special event in our 
elegant banquet room.

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner
TAKE OUT

Open 24 hours • Sunday till 10pm
Areas Best Chicken/Beef Souvlaki,

Wraps, Melts, Homemade Daily Specials

5748 South Park Ave.
Hamburg, NY • 649-9639

Sunday Breakfast Buffet 9am-130pm

Restaurant

10%  SENIOR DISCOUNT

 • Most Insurance
    Plans Accepted
 • Unique Gifts
 • Vaccinations
    Available

WANAKAH
PHARMACY

Mon-Fri 9-7
Sat & Sun 9-2

627-3232
4923 Lakeshore Rd. • Hamburg

Compassionate Healing
Charles A. Castiglia, Licensed Director

S-4199 Lakeshore Rd • Hamburg, New York
(716) 627-2919

www.lakesidefuneralhome.com

 3-D-4-2  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0400

Simoncelli Electric, Inc.
Commercial and Residential

3740 California Road 
 Orchard Park, NY 14127

716/662-2780 • Fax: 716/662-3747

murray roofing co. inc.
600 cayuga creek rd

cheektowaga, new york 14227-1932
(716) 896-5555 | Fax: (716) 894-5730

Sales@MurrayRoofingCompanyInc.com
commercial and industrial roofing and repairs

WNY’s Most Trusted!
www.murrayroofingcompanyinc.com

Call Today for your FREE Estimate!

MICHALEK & HARRINGTON, LLC
Attorneys at Law

300 Center Rd., West Seneca NY 14224 • (716) 675-6715
Let Our Family Handle ALL of Your Family’s Legal Needs

Paul M. Michalek
Jeffery M. Harrington    Jane Michalek Harrington

PARK REALTY
of Western New York

Bobbie A. Kagle
parishioner

crb, crs, gri, sres, iti
Lic. Associate Broker, Realtor Emeritus

(716) 713-0618
kaglebob@verizon.net

155 Summer St., Buffalo, NY 14222

Lombardo 
Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family Since 1907 
Don’t overpay for one of life’s necessities.  

• Traditional Funerals Starting at $3,995  
Includes 2 day viewing, 20 gauge metal casket  

(Concrete grave liner optional - not required by NYS; may be required by cemetery)  

• Direct Cremation $899 
3060 Abbott Road • (Near Lake Avenue)

823-4812
“The End of High Cost Funerals”

Expressions
FLORAL & GIFT SHOPPE INC.
59 MAIN ST. • HAMBURG

716.648.2110
 www.shopexpressions.com


