ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
Parish Motto:
Let us do little things with great love.

22 PROSPECT ST., ANGOLA, NY 14006

Phone: 716-549-0420

Fax: 716-549-0425

Email: rectory14006@gmail.com

PARISH STAFF
Pastor: ……………………….Rev. John S. Kwiecien
Parish Trustees:………………….Elizabeth Duzen &
……………………………………..Conrad F. Piskorz
Business Manager: ………………Mary Lou McEvoy
Dir. of Faith Formation: ...Theresa Walker 549-1818
Coord. RCIA for Children:…………..Marie O’Connor
549-1818
Youth Ministry:.………Carolyn Grassmick 445-4779
Music Ministry……………...Barb Reuman 947-4591
Parish Secretary: ………………………Pat Maiorana
Sacristan:………………………………..Diann Hosler
Parish Council Chairperson: …………Spencer Vail
RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Wednesday, Friday
9:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m.
FAITH FORMATION OFFICE HOURS
Sunday: …………………….8:00 a.m.–12:00 noon &
6:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Wednesday:……………………..2:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Friday:……………………………2:00 p.m.–9:00 p.m.
Phone:………………………………………..549-1818
OGN FOOD PANTRY
17 PROSPECT ST.
Tuesdays, 1:00–5:00 p.m.

Website: www.mpbangola.org

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: …………………………………………………...4:00 p.m.
Sunday:……………………………………………….8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Weekdays, Monday–Wednesday, Friday:….7:30 a.m. in the Chapel
Holy Days:…………………………………….(Vigil) 7:00 p.m., 7:30 a.m.
SACRAMENTS
Infant Baptism: During weekend Masses. Parents must be practicing
Catholics and attend a Pre-Baptismal Class. Call the rectory office to
register.
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA): call the rectory office.
Reconciliation (Confessions): Saturdays 3:30 p.m. or upon request.
Marriage: Couples contemplating marriage must make an appointment
to meet personally with the Pastor before a definite wedding date may be
scheduled. Church arrangements should be made at least 6 months prior
to the wedding. No wedding date will be scheduled over the phone.
Anointing of the Sick: Anyone who is seriously ill is invited to contact
the rectory to request the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick and Holy
Communion.
Parish Devotions
Holy Hour with Eucharistic Adoration & Benediction: Tuesdays: 1:00–2:00 p.m.
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help: Wednesdays after 7:30 a.m. Mass
Recitation of Rosary: daily after 7:30 a.m. Mass.
Letters of Recommendation: Registered parishioners in good standing
for a minimum of 3 months and active, who are confirmed, and if married,
did so in accordance with the Church’s regulations, will be issued letters on
request. One week prior notice is required.
New Parishioners: We welcome you warmly. Please register at the
rectory office as soon as you arrive.
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Saturday, March 30
Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM - Tony & Pauline Emhof - req. Family
Sunday, March 31 - Fourth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM - Marco Faraci - req. Chris Pinto
10:30 AM - Stanley & Adrienne (Renee) Ziemba - req.
Drabik & Sieber Families
Monday, April 1
7:30 AM - Samuel C. Pinto, Jr. - req. Patricia & Dennis
Lochren
Tuesday, April 2 - St. Francis of Paola
7:30 AM. - People of the Parish
Wednesday, April 3
7:30 AM - Paul Kurzel - req. Wife & Family
Friday, April 5 - St. Vincent Ferrer
7:30 AM - Louis Campagna - req. Wife & Family
Saturday, April 6
Vigil: Fifth Sunday of Lent
4:00 PM - John & Theresa Sack - req. Family
Sunday, April 7 - Fifth Sunday of Lent
8:00 AM - Charles & Mary Jo Andolina - req. Children &
Grandchildren
10:30 AM - Joseph J. Zoda - req. Barbara Ahrens
When a weekend Mass is celebrated in the intention of a loved
one, please inform one of the ushers that you would like to bring
up the gifts of bread and wine in the offertory procession.
In your prayers, please pray for the deceased of
the parish and for Clayton Shepherd.

READINGS FOR SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2019
ISAIAH 43:16-21
PSALM 126
-

PHILIPPIANS 3:8-14
JOHN 8:1-11

A parable is a particular type of story. It conveys a
moral truth by making a comparison, often turning
things upside down or inside out. The outcome is rarely
what one might expect. In attempting to interpret a
parable, it helps to know who the audience is, to whom
it is directed. Sometimes, the gospel writers let us know
to whom Jesus is speaking and sometimes we don’t
have a clue.
Luke makes it very clear that Jesus directed the
parable of the prodigal son to the Pharisees and
scribes. They were complaining that Jesus spent time
eating and conversing with people they considered sinners and outcasts. The “prodigal son” may be the main
character of the story, but it is the generous father and
the angry elder son who deliver the central message.
Most of us have been like the younger son at some
time in our lives. We have misused or squandered the
gifts we have been given. We have turned our backs on
those who have loved us and cared for us in order to
satisfy our own desires. We have taken what looked like
the easy way out and found that it wasn’t easy at all.
We have, at least briefly, gotten stuck in the muck and
mire of our own mistaken choices. From our mistakes,
we learned that we had to grow up, admit our faults,
and change our lives. We had to ask for forgiveness.
Jesus freely announced that he came for the salvation of sinners. He was eating and drinking with those
who knew they needed the mercy that Jesus had to
offer. They were willing to listen to his message of the
coming of God’s kingdom. They were ready to change
their lives because Jesus had touched their hearts.
They were humble enough to be open to grace and
mercy.
The Pharisees and scribes must have felt quite
superior to the son who found himself caring for swine
(an abomination to the Jews), cold and hungry and
ready to just be a servant in order to have a decent
meal. They were responsible and dependable and
followed all the laws with precision. They shunned those
who did not do as they did, even as they neglected the
care of the widows, orphans, aliens and strangers. The
prophets had warned them throughout the centuries,
but the warnings had fallen on deaf ears.
The Pharisees and scribes were like the older
brother, following the rules without joy, doing what they
believed was required, but without love and compassion. They were going through the motions without
understanding the reasons behind what the Law
required. They were standing outside the party and
refusing to enter.
(Continued on Page Five)
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3/24/19
Regular, Loose, Mailed-In Offertory………...$3,481.00
Children…………………………………………….. $2.75
.

ACH……………………………………………….$315.00
Parish Maintenance……………………………… $45.00
.

Easter Flowers……………………………………. $55.00
.

Thank you for your support.

Catholic Charities Speaker at MPB
Meichle Latham, Chief Operating Officer (COO) for
Catholic Charities of Buffalo, will speak at all MPB
Masses next weekend. She holds a master’s degree
in social work and a bachelor’s in psychology, both
from the University at Buffalo.
As COO, Ms. Latham is responsible for leading and
managing services and programs. She also assists in
developing and managing aspects of the annual
budget as well in cultivating strategic plan goals. She
has conducted trainings and workshops on family
resources and domestic violence.
In 2018 Catholic Charities helped 39 families and
122 individuals in the MPB Community. Since its
founding in 1923, the organization has served individuals and families by delivering support to meet immediate needs, and then assessing clients for other needs
to ensure long-term success.

Help for Abuse Victims
If you have been abused or victimized by someone
representing the Catholic Church, please believe in the
possibility of hope, help and healing. You are encouraged to come forward and to speak out.
Every diocese in the United States now has a
victim assistance coordinator who is available to
obtain support for your needs, to help you make a
formal complaint to the diocese, and to arrange a
personal meeting with the bishop or his representative,
if you desire.
The victim assistance coordinator for the Diocese of
Buffalo is Ms. Jacqueline Joy and her address is:
Catholic Charities, 425 Main Street, Dunkirk, NY14048.
Contact her also at jacqueline.joy@ccwny.org. The
Report Hotline is (716) 895-3010.

If you follow the “Stewardship” section of
the bulletin, you should have noticed that
over the past few months the Sunday Collection has gone down. I believe that reasons for this are
the death of some of our more generous donors and
the moving away of others, who now belong to
another parish. And there may be those who have
stopped or lessened their Sunday contributions
because of the abuse scandal we are experiencing.
Unfortunately, this practice only hurts the parish, not
those responsible for the scandal.
It is not often that I address financial issues. But
now I am asking you to consider what you have been
giving and to increase the amount if you can, even just
a little. As you know from your own financial situations, the cost of living is going up. This also affects us
at MPB.
The Finance Committee along with Mary Lou, our
Business Manager, are good stewards who closely
watch our finances. While we are not in the practice of
frivolous spending, we do use our funds for necessary
items in maintaining the parish grounds and for all of
our ministries.
Please take this message to heart and do what you
can to help maintain our parish.
Peace,

Fr. John
Regulations for Clothing Recycling Bin
The disposal of unwanted items in the clothing bin
in the church parking lot causes hardships and
unnecessary costs. Please follow these guidelines:
Acceptable: clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses,
blankets, sheets, drapes, pillow cases, stuffed animals.
Prohibited: furniture, electronics, books, toys, household items, garbage, pillows, rags, fabric scraps.
To keep clothing items clean and dry, please place
them in plastic bags, if possible. Do not leave items
outside the bin.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
In today’s Gospel the prodigal son repents and finds
mercy in the heart of his father. Know that your penance during Lent can give the poor the grace of finding
the merciful heart of God the Father.
This month, through your gifts, the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul was able to bring God’s love and
mercy to the needy in the community. Thank you!
Is there a neighbor or friend who is in temporary
need? Leave a message for the Society of St. Vincent
de Paul in a confidential call to the rectory (549-0420).
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Faith Formation news
Faith Formation for Children & Youth
Faith Formation sessions begin at 9:00 a.m. and
conclude with closing prayer at 10:15 in the Parish
Hall. Family members are encouraged to join the
prayer circle.
As part of the Lenten practice of almsgiving
(charity), non-perishable items will again be collected
for Operation Good Neighbor. This includes canned,
bottled and boxed foods not requiring refrigeration.
There is always a need for items that are not obtainable with food stamps such as soap, laundry detergent, personal care items (shampoo, toothpaste, etc.)
and paper products.
Liturgy of the Word for Children continues each
Sunday at the 10:30 Mass. Encourage your children
and grandchildren to participate in this child-friendly
reflection on the Gospel reading of the day and then
discuss the readings with them after Mass on the way
home.
Becoming Catholic...RCIA
Adults and children who have reached the age of
reason (7-8) and are unbaptized prepare to enter the
Catholic Church through a process known as the Rite
of Christian Initiation of Adults. We gather regularly
and tailor the process to individual needs. Adults who
have been baptized in another Christian tradition and
who are preparing to become Catholic follow a similar
process, adapted to their own particular circumstances.
Please join in prayer throughout the Lenten season
with those Elect preparing for Baptism, Confirmation
and Eucharist as well as the many candidates for full
communion. May this be a time of retreat for all of us
as we prepare to renew our baptismal promises at
Easter.
Sacramental Formation
If you wish to have your child prepare for the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist, or Confirmation and
have not yet attended a parent meeting, contact Marie
O’Connor or Theresa Walker. Please leave a message
at the Faith Formation Office (549-1818) and someone
will return your call. Adult Confirmation sessions usually begin in early fall. Since each situation is unique,
contact the Faith Formation Office to discuss your
particular needs or concerns.
Bible Study
The Faith Formation Office (549-1818) is accepting
suggestions for the fall Bible Study series. Please
leave you suggestions by voicemail.

250 Dinner Club Tickets
Presale Dinner Club tickets are available for purchase (through April 19) by last year’s ticket holders.
They may contact their ticket captain or respond to the
mailed presale announcement. All tickets purchased
during this presale period will be entered in a special
drawing whose winner will receive a free ticket.
After April 19, all remaining tickets will be available
in general sales beginning April 27/28 in the church
vestibule after all Masses or in the rectory during
business hours.
Tickets are $50 and include the November 2
dinner. Only 250 tickets will be sold. They may be
purchased in one payment or in installments with a
$10 down payment. Guest dinner tickets (1 per ticket
holder) are an additional $20.
Beginning the week of May 12, there will be 25
weekly drawings of $50 each. Ten final drawings totaling $1,900, including the $1,000 grand prize, will take
place at the dinner in the Parish Hall. Cash prizes for
this event total $3,150.
In the past eight years this fundraiser has helped
with the costs of various parish projects. This year’s
proceeds will help defray parish maintenance costs.
Contact Karen Young at 549-0715 if there are any
questions regarding this fundraise.

Rosary & Altar Society
Annual Spring Raffle
Tickets for the Rosary & Altar Society’s Spring
Raffle are available from members of the society.
They will be on sale in the vestibule of the church after
all Masses, beginning May 4 and 5. Tickets will also
be available for purchase at the Towel Party April 28.
There are three prizes and three winners for the
following: $100 TOPS gift card, $100 VISA gift card
and $100 in cash. Tickets are $2 each or three tickets
for $5.
Ticket packets were distributed at the March meeting. If any member would like to receive a packet or
additional tickets, contact Karen at 549-0715 or Betty
at 549-1078. Ticket money and stubs are to be turned
in by May 5. Unsold tickets should also be returned.
If there are any questions, contact Karen or Betty.
Mass & Meeting
Members of the Rosary & Altar Society will attend
the 8:00 Mass Sunday, April 11. They are to assemble
in the church at 7:25 to pray the rosary. The meeting
takes place in the Parish Hall following Mass. The
agenda includes the Spring Raffle, the April 28 Towel
Party and the May 19 Theme Basket Raffle.
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This Week at MPB

Living in Faith Together

Sunday, 3/31

(Continued from Page Two)

Faith Formation (K- 5) - 9:00 a.m. - Hall
RCIA - 9:00 a.m. - Annex
HS Youth - 6:30 p.m. - Hall
Monday, 4/1
Parish Council - 7:00 p.m. - Annex
Tuesday, 4/2
Holy Hour - 1:00 p.m. - Chapel
Food Pantry - 1:00 - 5:00 p.m. - Hall
MS Youth Group - 6:00 p.m. - Hall
Wednesday, 4/3
Confessions - 7:00-8:00 p.m. - Chapel
Thursday, 4/4
Open Gym / Game Night (Hall) - 6:00 p.m.
Friday, 4/5

Jesus was calling the scribes and Pharisees to
conversion. He was inviting them to the feast of
heaven and earth, the feast in the Kingdom of God.
Just as the father went out to meet the returning son,
he also went out to meet the angry older brother. The
father called the older son to enter the party, join in
rejoicing, recognize his unloving ways and repent.
Now it was up to the older son to decide. Will he admit
that he is also a sinner and receive forgiveness or will
he exclude himself?
Will you choose to be reconciled and to renew joyfully your baptismal promises on Easter Sunday, or will
you be self-righteous and stubborn enough to remain
outside the feast that God has prepared for you? Has
Jesus touched your heart? Lent is at the halfway mark.
The time to choose is now!
-- Theresa Walker, Director of Faith Formation

Stations of the Cross - 7:00 p.m.

Hamburg Parish to Host Chicken BBQ

Pray For the Healing of the Sick

SS. Peter & Paul Social Ministry Committee and
Youth Group will have a Chiavetta’s chicken barbecue
dinner Sunday, April 7 at the Parish Social Center, 68
E. Main St., Hamburg.

Ed O’Donnell, Miya Wardlaw, Lynn Sellick,
Sandy Clark, Janice Hoffman, Linda A. Hogg,
Mary Angela Richir, Kathy Nolan, Kathy Duerr,

The dinner, sit-down or take-out, runs from 1:00 to
6:00 p.m. or until sold out. Also included are homemade desserts and theme baskets. Tickets until April 5
are $10 (at the rectory) and $11 at the door. All proceeds will benefit local charities.

Catholic Charities -- 2019 Appeal
With Catholic Charities, your dollar goes further.
Each dollar raised during Catholic Charities’ annual
Appeal leverages an additional $3-$4 of government
support and contracts. No gift is too small to make an
impact on the lives of thousands of Western New Yorkers in need.
Will you help your neighbor find hope? You can
select your new gift designation option when making a
secure donation online at www.ccwny.org/donation or
by calling Catholic Charities at 218-1400.

April 6 & 7

Amy Jezioro Crawford, Lily Schwietzer,
Deborah Schiedel Downs, Cassie Rizzuto,
Ryan O’Meara, Mason Joseph Reynolds,
Patricia Jasinski, Jean Francis, Ann Marie Collura,
Josephine Prisco, Jonah Delang, Roseanne Viapiano,
Francesco Maiorana, Robert Catalino,
Mark Schwarzmueller, Fred Gugino, Michele White,
Cheryl Kendall, Eryn Ramirez, Sandra Stevens,
Renee Perez-Quinn, Bonnie Hyman, Mark Faraci,
Joseph Catalano, Alyssa Maiorana, Jenna Place
Eleanor Rathgeber, Jackie Francisco,
Eugene Frometa, Richard Riley, Billy Hamm,
Jane Granville, Jessie Keith, Mary Szczutkowski,
William “Bill” Novara, Carole Hageman,
John Lombardo, Sr., Diane Cook.

MPB Extraordinary Ministers

Lectors

4:00 PM

Joanne Sack
Volunteer

Diann Hosler
Volunteer

Paul C. Pinto

Paul Pinto

8:00 AM

Marlene Petrie

Judi Barone

Spencer Vail

Karen Young

Mary Ann Hartzell
Donna Kane

Kathy Wells
Volunteer

Fran Dybdahl

10:30 AM

Doris Gelencser
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Senior Events at St. Francis Park
St. Francis Park, Catholic Health’s newest senior living community in Hamburg, is hosting a series of special
events in April. The following events are free and open to
the public as well as to its residents. Reservations are
required and may be made by calling 649-1205.
Gentle Chair Yoga
Monday, April 15, 1:00 – 2:00pm; RSVP before April 11

Yoga is a great activity for the mind, body, and soul.
Janis Graham from Salsa for the Soul will conduct a
Gentle Chair session focusing on the basics of Hatha
and Vinyasa yoga to quiet the mind and improve
strength, mobility, and balance. All levels are welcome.
No prior yoga experience is necessary.
Investing: Outlook and Opportunities

Wednesday, April 10, 1:00pm - 2:30pm

Honoring St. Joseph
MPB hosted a St. Joseph Day Table March 19 with
a traditional meatless dinner that began with lentil
soup and ended with dessert offerings of sfinge,
cannoli and pizzelles. Between the beginning and the
end were such favorites as pasta con sarde, burdock,
frittatas (omelets), dandelions, artichoke hearts, olive
salad and fried fish.
The photos (top to bottom) highlight aspects of the
event: the dedication to St. Joseph, the blessing of the
food by Fr. John Kwiecien, part of the kitchen crew
awaiting calls for refills, and diners making their selections from the buffet tables. The generous free-will
donations were given to St. Vincent de Paul, Operation Good Neighbor and the Ladies of Charity.

Drive for Food & Paper Items
A food drive is being conducted to restock the
Evans food pantry at OGN. This drive takes place
from Ash Wednesday, March 6, until Easter Sunday,
April 21.
Dry and canned goods only are acceptable as
donations for the food drive. This includes soups
(chicken noodle and tomato are preferred), pasta,
cereal and vegetables. In addition, baby food is in
demand. The drive will also include the collection of
such paper products as Kleenex, paper towels and
bathroom tissue. All goods collected will be turned
over to OGN for distribution. For pick up, please call
481-4480 or 507-6703.

This seminar takes a look at current market conditions
and how political, economic, and cultural forces can
affect you as an investor. Join Sonja Jensen-Schell,
Financial Advisor from Edward Jones, as she discusses
what to consider when developing your investment
strategy. Light refreshments will be provided. Reservations are required before April 8.

Lenten Season
Stations of the Cross takes place every Friday in Lent
at 7:00 p.m. through Good Friday.
Fr. John Kwiecien hears confessions every Wednesday in Lent from 7:00 until 8:00 p.m. in the Chapel. The
last Wednesday evening for confessions is April 17.

Lenten Rice Bowl
During Lent MPB is again involved in the
Rice Bowl Project. Bowls have been placed at all
entrances of the church. Please consider putting into the
bowl whatever loose change you may have.
At the end of Lent, whatever has been donated will go
to support the works of Operation Good Neighbor, St.
Vincent de Paul Society, and the Ladies of Charity.

TV Mass for the Homebound
WNYO Channel 49 (My TV) at 8:30 a.m.
For the faithful at home or in healthcare settings, the
Heart of the Nation Sunday TV Mass brings spiritual
comfort and the blessings of joy-filled hope in our Risen
Savior.
Please invite anyone you know who cannot get out to
church to tune in Catholic Mass on television or to watch
online at www.HeartoftheNation.org anytime on Sundays.
For those who are able to get to church, the TV or online
liturgy does not fulfill the Sunday Mass obligation.

Michael G. Cooper
Attorney at Law

10216 Southwestern Boulevard
Angola, New York 14006

549-9000

We Accept
All Scrap Metal

General Practice of Law
Personal Injury,
Real Estate,
Wills & Estates
6101 South Park Ave., Hamburg, NY

716-648-5695

The

FLOWER DERBY
6901 Erie Rd., Rte. 5
Derby, New York 14047

947-4525

ANGOLA LAKESIDE
MARKET, INC.
HOMEMADE SAUSAGES
PRESSURE COOKED CHICKEN
MADE TO ORDER SUBS
ANGOLA-ON-THE-LAKE

549-3210

Contact Tim Weir to place an ad today!
tweir@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6568

4-D-5-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0405

LATIMORE - SCHIAVONE FUNERAL HOME, INC.
8434 NORTH MAIN STREET • ANGOLA, NEW YORK 14006
549-3311
PERSONALIZED SERVICE BY THOSE WHO CARE

Helping with Difficult Decisions in Difficult Times

John A.
Latimore

We Can Help With Chronic Pain

Come “Werk”

BODY WERKS

PHYSICAL THERAPY

www.Lakeshore-fcu.com
For all your financial needs!
8766 Erie Road - Angola

(716) 549-4150

Camus
Auto
QUALITY AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

YOUR BODY

549-6522

Pizza • Subs • Wings
Fingers • Tacos
View our Menu On-Line
www.patspizza.net

www.camusauto.com

Jolie Mandell, Lic PT/Owner

Phone: 473-0345
Phone: 549-4999
8746 Erie Rd, Angola, NY 14006

Where Family
and Friends
Celebrate Life
and Heritage

6790 Eric Rd. (Rte. 5) • Derby, NY 14047

947-4566

Medication Assisted Healing

Classic + Innovative New Treatments

• State of the Art Facility
• ALL Insurance Accepted • Flexible Hours

Whatever It Takes...
Scott & Randy Addison

Have peace of mind in knowing that your Pre-Planning today
will relieve loved ones the stressful decisions of tomorrow.

Lynda Mason

Dave Camus, Owner
Butch Gillette, Jr., Shop Manager
Home of the #18 NASCAR Hood

Guaranteed Price Pre Need Contracts
Free Pre Need Arrangements Consultation • Personalized Cremation and Burial Options
Visit us online for additional information and to view local obituaries

262 Main Street • Angola, NY • 549-1100

Lynda.Mason.Realtor@gmail.com

Our Lady of Fatima

CATALANO MOTORS CHEVROLET

Looking for a Rewarding Career?
Life-Changing Careers Start Here!

asks that we
Pray the
Rosary
(Daily)

Paul & Beth Weslow

THIS SPACE IS

www.addisonfuneralhome.com

8327 Erie Rd • Angola, NY 14006-9713
716.549.1300

Oldest Chevrolet Dealership in Erie county since 1948.
We won’t confuse you with complicated phrases so you can count on straight
forward communication. We will provide you with a great and friendly experience.
We sell for less, get our price before you buy elsewhere.

www.CATALANOMOTORS.com

St. Columban’s on the
Lake Retirement Home
Warm, compassionate care
for men, women and couples.

(716) 934-4515
silver creek, ny

Associate broker

716-998-1155

APPLY ONLINE!
www.people-inc.org/careers
or call for more information 716-322-7050

WENTLAND
MONUMENT

North Collins
New York
337-2632

Gary Wentland

GOYA FOODS GREAT LAKES
www.goya.com

4-D-5-3

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0405

